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STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Danielle Ball

Beowulf is an epic poem that was originally written in Old English and contains a large 
number of seemingly contradictory references to both Christianity and paganism. This 
presentation is based off of my paper entitled “An Analysis of the Christian and Pagan 
Elements in Beowulf” in which I address several of the most important instances of either 
religion and posit that the inclusion of both religions in the text is representative of the 
changing religious beliefs at the time. I support this claim through close reading of the 
poem and extensive secondary research.

Historically, critics have accepted the idea that Beowulf was a poem that circulated 
orally until being written down by a Christian monk who added references to Christianity. 
However, I use the ideas of Karl Reich to assert the possibility that Beowulf was 
reproduced multiple times, both orally and in written form, and that it started as a mostly 
pagan narrative that was adjusted to include aspects of Christianity as the prevailing 
religion of the area changed. Beowulf himself is characterized as ascribing to both 
Christian and pagan beliefs, indicating that this poem acts as a transitional work between 
the two eras of thinking.

An Analysis of the Pagan and Christian Elements 
in Beowulf

Advisor: Dr. Carol Jamison, English

IAB Room 1020
7:15 – 8:30 pm

Research



STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Max Besselman

This paper examines the reasons that led to Pope Leo IX's overall dismissal of Peter 
Damien's proposals in "Liber Gomorrhianus," a treatise that condemned the moral 
corruption within the clergy of the Catholic Church during the High Middle Ages. Though 
Damien suggested harsh penalties, such as excommunication and penances, Pope Leo 
IX favored a more lenient approach emphasizing rehabilitation over severe sanctions on 
clergy members. This paper analyzes the historical context inside and outside of the 
Catholic Church, including the emergence of a gay subculture in medieval cities and the 
Catholic Church's complex perspective on homosexuality. Additionally, this paper 
examines the lives of Peter Damien and Pope Leo IX in the years before Damien had 
written his treatise. After considering the history of Pope Leo IX and the Catholic Church, 
his refusal to accept Damien's suggestions can be attributed to two reasons: the Pope 
wanted to preserve the unity within the Catholic Church and focus on reforming the 
clergy members.

Why Pope Leo IX Declined to Endorse Peter 
Damien’s Suggestions in Liber Gomorrhianus

Advisor: Dr. James Todesca, History

IAB Room 1020 
6:00 – 7:15 pm

Research



STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Maggie Churilla

This study seeks to discover if genre popularity has varied and/or changed over time when 
examining Billboard’s Hot 100 song chart. This content analysis examines the top 10 songs 
featured on Billboard’s Hot 100 chart from 2010 to 2019 in order to determine if a change in 
genre preference during the decade is present. In total, 100 different songs were coded 
based on several categories using Billboard’s website, Google’s search engine feature, 
and the music-streaming platform, Spotify. Some of the coded categories include the 
artists’ name, year the song was released, received ranking, song length, genre, and more. 
The gatekeeping theory presented by Kurt Lewin is especially useful when completing a 
content analysis on Billboard’s Hot 100 chart. In this study, Billboard acts as the gate to 
music consumers; providing a set list of songs to the public based on their process of 
statistical gathering and personal judgement. The results of this study reveal a slight shift in 
music genre preferences overtime, though the same few genres consistently received top 
rankings and rotated with one another. 

Chart-Toppers and Heart-Stoppers: Navigating the 
Pulse of Billboard’s Hot 100 Chart

Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Riley, Communication Arts

IAB Room  1012
7:15 – 8:30 pm

Research



STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Tavin Cochran

Sitcoms are a great formulaic art form. Characters being in ridiculous situations in front 
of a live studio audience to emphasize the complexities of life is an exciting way of 
storytelling. When I was younger, I noticed that I would relate to the main characters as if 
their flaws were my own. I enjoyed doing it. When I began relating to side characters as 
well, I understood the different roles in sitcoms. You will have a main character and a 
side character to compliment them. Seeing another young black male on television made 
me feel represented. Many shows have given different interpretations of young black 
men in conjunction to the rest of the family or cast. I will analyze 3 major network black 
sitcoms from the late 80’s and 90’s to examine their lead characters and side characters. 
This research will shed light on character types prevalent in that era.

The Representation of Young Black Men in 1980s 
and 1990s Sitcoms

Advisor: Dr. John Goshorn, Communication Arts                     

IAB Room 1015
7:15 –  8:30 pm

Research



STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Alex Gholston

This presentation explains a research proposal I developed which investigates how the 
GS community (current students, faculty, and alumni) perceives the usefulness and 
applicability of the CORE 2000: Core Capstone, as well as its effectiveness in addressing 
and mitigating retention concerns in sophomores compared to the support offered to 
freshmen by its sister program FYE 1220: First Year Seminar. The aim of this proposal is 
to examine possible factors influencing worsening sophomore attrition rates and shed 
light on the disparities between freshman and sophomore support in higher education. 
Following the national trend of first year support initiatives’ promising improvements in 
retention, the need for universities to again examine their student success strategies and 
fully address the transitional second year has become even more pressing. This proposal 
calls attention to the overwhelming lack of research on sophomore assistance initiatives 
and explores the potential refinement of existing programs like GS’ CORE 2000 model.

After FYE: Exploring Sophomore Support at GSU

Advisor: Dr. Annie Mendenhall, English 

IAB Room 2025 
7:15 – 8:00 pm

Research



STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Kathryn Gibson

This research explores the dynamic evolution of the portrayal of African Americans in American cinema 
from its inception to the present day. The study delves into the historical context, analyzing how 
societal attitudes, political movements, and cultural shifts have influenced the representation of African 
Americans on the silver screen. Beginning with the early 20th century and the era of racial stereotypes, 
the research traces the transformative journey towards more authentic and multifaceted portrayals. 
Examining key milestones such as the Civil Rights Movement, blaxploitation films, and the rise of 
independent cinema, this research uncovers pivotal moments that have shaped the narrative 
landscape.

 It investigates how filmmakers and actors have played crucial roles in challenging 
stereotypes and fostering a more diverse and nuanced reflection of African-American experiences. 
Moreover, the study explores the impact of these cinematic depictions on public perception, societal 
attitudes, and the broader discourse on race in America. Through the lens of film, it seeks to 
understand the complex interplay between representation and reality, shedding light on both progress 
made and persistent challenges in the quest for authentic and empowering portrayals. As 
contemporary cinema continues to grapple with issues of diversity and inclusion, this research provides 
insights into the ongoing efforts to dismantle stereotypes, celebrate cultural richness, and contribute to 
a more equitable and representative cinematic landscape.

The Evolution of Depictions of African-Americans 
in American Cinema

Advisor: Dr. Ashleigh Benton, Communication Arts

IAB Room 1015
7:15 – 8:30 pm

Research



STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Maya Johnson-McCauley

In this presentation, I discuss the role of the Old English scop in the context of the transition 
from orality to written works in Old English society. Scops served the role of the storytellers, 
historians, and moral authorities within Old English society, and they utilized Oral-Formulaic 
composition to compile and share the Germanic poetic tradition with the largely illiterate 
population, whose only written language before Christianity was made up of crude runic 
characters. When Christian missionaries made their way to England and brought with them the 
written language of Latin, the necessity of the scop dissipated; many stories were written down 
in Latin and the authority on moral and historical teachings fell to the church. Orality continued 
in many regards, but the occupation of the scop was no longer relied upon. However, the legacy 
of the scop was preserved through the written works that followed. I discuss the historical 
context of Old English society, outline the role of the scop, and analyze the scop as a character 
in poems such as "Beowulf," “Widsith,” and “Deor” to highlight the legacy of the scop within 
written works and raise questions regarding the compositional choices of Christian scribes.

Advisor: Dr. Carol Jamison, English

IAB Room 1020
7:15 – 8:30 pm

Research

”Widsith Came to Talk: Preservation of the Scop 
within Old English Poetry”



STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Savannah Johnston

This quantitative content analysis explored charting rap music released from 1987 
to 2022 to measure the amount of drug references in the lyrics, but specifically 
analyzed the pharmaceutical drug references in response to the recent opioid 
epidemic. This study found that almost half of the songs coded referenced drugs in 
general, with only 23 explicitly referencing pharmaceutical drugs. This study also 
analyzed the framing of pharmaceutical drugs to better understand artists' motives 
behind mentioning harmful substances. There was an even split between lyrics 
that glorified drug usage and those that showed a more nuanced, realistic take on 
drug usage.

Welcome to the Xanny Family: A Content Analysis 
of Pharmaceutical Drug References in Rap Music       

Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Riley, Communication Arts

IAB Room 2025
7:15 – 8:30 pm

Research



STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Kayla Jones

My research presentation examines Taylor Swift's struggle over ownership of her back 
catalogue through Big Machine after her music masters were sold and the fallout affect 
that Swift’s re-recording project has for the intellectual property rights of creatives. She 
embarked on her reclamation journey about a year following the sale of her masters to 
Scooter Braun. As of October 2023, Swift has successfully re-released over half of her 
first six albums. The impact of these (Taylor’s Version)s have been set in stone, and 
record labels have started to react in opposition of her reclamation. New contracts 
handed to fledging artists have extended the length of time one must wait to re-record 
music up to thirty years post-original release. From my presentation, audience members 
learn about the lack of legal protections for the common agreement that an artist should 
own their masters. It is up to the artist and their representatives to either fight to own the 
whole of their work or to turn to other means of distribution through social media.

(Taylor’s Version): What her Fight with Big Machine 
Records Means for the Intellectual Property of 
Creatives 

Advisor: Dr. Joanna Schreiber, English

IAB Room 1012
7:15 – 8:30 pm

Research



STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Jaylee Kilgo

Through research conducted in Brian Feltman's World War I class, the life of 
Claude B. Terry will be presented. Claude B. Terry was a World War I Soldier 
from Bulloch County who was killed in action on July 18th, 1918.

The Life of Claude B. Terry

Advisor: Dr. Brian Feltman, History

IAB Room 1020
6:00 – 7:15 pm

Research



STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Braden Lott

The Scandinavian raiders, also known as Vikings, were a major threat to the people of 
England, Ireland, and Francia. Rivaling the armies of each of the kingdoms of these lands, 
the Vikings pillaged and destroyed many villages, monasteries, and settlements. While the 
western European kingdoms had armies, the seemingly disorganized and sporadic 
tendencies of the Vikings prevailed many a time. This raises the question: What about the 
Vikings made their conquests so successful despite their unorthodox tactics? The Vikings 
had many different factors that played into their battlefield success. Their rugged way of 
life in the Arctic Scandinavia, their skill with navigating waters, their battlefield formation 
and tactics, their devotion to their gods, and their equipment all played a critical role in the 
successful conquest of Europe.  

Nordic Warfare

Advisor: Dr. James Todesca, History

IAB Room 1020
6:00 – 7:15 pm

Research



STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Wendy McBride, Tyler Schell, 
and Phoenix Ash

This presentation explores the significance of the coda in Cormac McCarthy’s The Road in order to 
provoke a cohesive and thoughtful discussion under the premise of negative, positive and tertiary 
interpretations. The coda resolves the ambiguity present in the storyline and “gives permission” to 
mourn, celebrate or remain content in a melancholy-like state. Scholars, Rick and Jonathan Elmore, 
are recognized supporters of the positive in contrast to Tim Edwards believing the coda itself plays a 
more dismal tun for humanity. Representative of the more ambiguous viewpoint, Ashley Kunsa is 
cited as supporting the cyclical nature of life and death within the coda. The content of this 
presentation is a visual translation of scholarly sources in the original form of an annotated 
bibliography. The chose medium of a PowerPoint allows for the best method to connect the audience 
to the overall thematic thought process. Ultimately this compilation of views devoted to the coda in 
The Road provides a platform for diverse interpretation. Examining the coda allows our audience to 
see how it binds the traditional beginning and end of a storyline into a working philosophy with the 
outcome of providing the mental tangibility craved throughout the father and son’s odyssey. 

The Significance of the Coda in Cormac McCarthy’s 
The Road

Advisor: Dr. Olivia Carr Edenfield, English

IAB Room 1020
7:15 – 8:30 pm

Research



STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Anna Nix

For this presentation, I have produced a creative analysis of my Senior Portfolio to show how I used 
it in order to construct my professional persona. The Senior Portfolio itself showcases the 
professional skills acquired throughout my undergraduate career at Georgia Southern University. 
Included with the Professional Portfolio are a personal statement, three artifacts that are 
demonstrative of my performance as a professional with concentrations in English and Literature, 
and a resumé that outlines my qualifications and accomplishments. The marketable skills highlighted 
in this portfolio are my ability to think critically and analytically, to synthesize information to create 
compelling, collaborative arguments, and to present a well-developed, polished product that 
encompasses my dexterity as a write and professional. My presentation exposes how I created a 
professional image of myself through this portfolio by demonstrating tactics such as close reading 
and analytical research and review. I also show that the deliberate organization and formal, 
marketable language using keywords within my work served to further my purpose and create a 
convincing argument for my professional persona. This creative analysis provides significant insight 
into how jobseekers market themselves and provide helpful information for jobseekers looking to 
stand out to employers.  

The Construction of the Professional Persona

Advisor: Dr. Lisa Dusenberry, English

IAB Room 2025
7:15 – 8:30 pm

Research



STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Sutton Patterson

Vladimir Putin claims that Ukraine is not a real country, and that Ukrainians are in fact 
Russians. His reasoning is based on the long-held Soviet contention that the medieval 
principality of Kiev, or Kievan Rus’, was founded by Slavic peoples.  Kievan Rus’ was 
an eighth to eleventh century kingdom that existed in today’s Belarus, Ukraine, and 
Russia.  The polemic over its origins dates back to 1749 when a debate began 
between the Normanists, who argued that Kiev was founded by Scandinavians and the 
Anti-Normanists, who firmly rejected that idea. By exploring archeological evidence 
from the town of Staraya Ladoga, this paper argues in favor of the Normanist school. It 
concludes that Staraya Ladoga and Kiev were founded by Scandinavians, but also 
incorporated a large population of non-Scandinavians.

Identity in Kievan Rus’: An Inquiry into Staraya 
Ladoga’s Ethnic Composition

Advisor: Dr. James Todesca, History

IAB Room 1020
6:00 – 7:15 pm

Research



STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Zoey Pittman 

In this study, the music artist, Taylor Swift, and her re-recorded songs that are now 
(Taylor’s Version) were compared to the original songs then examined for any 
changes that were made in the newer versions. The artifacts that were used in this 
study were all of the original songs and Swift’s re-recorded version of the songs. Along 
with other media artifacts such as album cover changes, lyric changes and changes in 
minutes of the albums or songs. The theory that was applied was cultivation theory 
and how it is implemented in the phenomena of Swift and her music. The study did 
discover that there are several significant changes that Taylor Swift has made from her 
original songs to her re-recorded songs.

Stepping into the Era of (Taylor’s Version)

Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Riley, Communication Arts

IAB Room 1012
7:15 – 8:30 pm

Research



STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Destinee Walker

In 1596, William Shakespeare's son, Hamnet, passed away. The cause of his death has never 
been clear, but many people believe it was a result of bubonic plague. Maggie O'Farrell's 2020 
novel, Hamnet, tells a fictional story of Hamnet's family as they deal with the aftermath of losing 
him to the disease. The novel ends with William Shakespeare putting on his first performance of 
Hamlet as his wife watches. When taking the backstory regarding Hamnet Shakespeare into 
consideration, themes such as plague and remembrance, which are obvious in Hamnet, 
become much clearer in Hamlet. The main difference is that Hamnet gives a realistic 
representation of a family losing a loved one during a pandemic, while Hamlet only alludes to 
the plague, mainly through its language. Although the representations of plague are different, 
both works deal with the theme of remembrance, as they both depict people mourning the loss 
of family members. This theme is obvious throughout Hamlet, as Hamlet's main goal is make 
sure his father is remembered, per his request. It is clear in Hamnet as well, as it ends where 
Hamlet's goal begins, when the novel concludes with Shakespeare, who is playing the ghost, 
looking to his wife from the stage and saying the ghost's last words to his son in act 1 of the 
play: "Remember me."

Rites of Mourning: Plague and Remembrance in 
Hamlet and Hamnet

Advisor: Dr. Julia Griffin, English

R

IAB Room 1020
7:15 – 8:30 pm

Research
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STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Bailey Grace Colsh

The move to teach general semantics has grown as humans have begun to recognize 
the thought pattern and process of language and perception. In our society of popular 
culture, the idea of general semantics is presented to the world in easily digestible 
mediums. Disney movies such as 1989’s The Little Mermaid and 1997’s Tarzan have 
presented palatable representations of general semantics to an audience that is new or 
unused to such a concept. Through the Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis and the Semantic 
Triangle, the films can be used to teach general semantics to a new audience.

Two Worlds: A Semantic Analysis of the Disney 
Renaissance

Advisor: Dr. Patrick Wheaton, Communication Arts

IAB Room 1015
7:15 – 8:30 pm
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Abby Herndon

Even though Descartes does not evoke the notion of Surrealism, there are many 
connections that can be made between this 16th century philosopher and the artist 
movement centuries later. Surrealistic art is not supposed to be aesthetic, it’s 
supposed to make a statement. Descartes’ writings were not meant to be entertaining; 
they were meant to encourage people think about his ideas. They both boil down to 
the search for truth and using unconventional methods to discover that which is true. 
Surrealism, as well, offers a different or novel approach to thinking about yourself and 
the world. Despite their differences in approach, the exploration of Descartes’ writings 
and the surrealism artistic movement reveals the relationship between philosophical 
ideas and artistic expression.

Descartes and Surrealism

Advisor: Dr. William Holley, World Languages and Cultures

IAB Room 1015
6:00 – 7:15 pm
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Sofia Navarro

I will be doing a performance by reading a section of my nonfiction memoir, "Ad Astra." I will 
introduce my piece to give the audience the context and significance of my work. "Ad Astra" is a 
creative nonfiction memoir that combines flood subjects such as astronomy and NASA's telescope 
and rover programs with figurative topics of loss, family, and displacement. I break down the piece 
into four micro-chapters which explore concrete concepts of scientific research such as the process 
of supernova and the abstract concepts of grieving loved ones who are still alive and when one's 
childhood is lost to the past. It takes heavy inspiration from the braided essay structure commonly 
utilized in creative nonfiction essays, defined as taking between two to four concepts and weaving 
them together to connect to an overarching theme. This piece challenges its readers to make 
connections and understand the nuances between the literal and the metaphorical while using a 
creative genre and form. The purpose of the piece is to display how the use of style, interpolation 
within texts, and research can transform a creative essay as it pushes the boundaries of creative 
genres. 

Ad Astra: A Section of my Non-Fiction Memoir

Advisor: Professor Laura Valeri, English

IAB Room 1015
6:00 – 7:15 pm



STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Kennedi Williams

In my creative analysis presentation, I will be reflecting on the poetry chapbook that I 
developed for my Honors College thesis, which explores the nature of love. This 
chapbook consists of a small collection of poems designed to showcase my own 
poetry as the outcome of my research on love and how it manifests in a multitude of 
different ways. This body of work will showcase my growth as a creative writer as it 
relates to voice, imagery, and structure. Each verse became a testament to my growth 
as a poet, reflecting not only a refined understanding of language and form but also a 
deepening connection to the emotions and experiences that shape our lives. As I 
navigated the delicate balance between vulnerability and craft, my poetic voice 
matured, weaving together intricate narratives and evocative imagery that painted the 
tapestry of my personal and creative development.. The goal of my research was not 
to find an answer to the question of 'what is love?’, but to begin to understand why 
there is no answer at all.

Ink and Intimacy: A Cultural Affair

Advisor: Dr. Christina Olson, English

IAB Room 2025
6:00 – 7:15 pm
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STATESBORO CURIO 2024 PRESENTATIONS

Vienna Cragin

My project aims to explain how I produced a creative portfolio to showcase my different 
skills in writing. I assembled my portfolio to establish my versatility as a creative writer 
across genres. I included narrative, poetry, and experimental work to endorse my 
proficiency in these specific categories that I wish to focus on in my career. This created a 
strong self-brand that emphasizes my values of clarity and creativity intertwined with 
innovative communication.
 The significance of my process developed my understanding of self-
branding by bringing my attention to the small details. Everything in a portfolio can be used 
to speak about one’s style, personality, and abilities. 
 In my presentation, I explain how I went about curating my pieces and 
formatting my portfolio into a narrative. I describe my creative process and how I used the 
portfolio’s format to help substantiate my self-brand.

A Novelist’s Epic: An Avant-Garde Portfolio

Advisor: Dr. Lisa Dusenberry, English

IAB Room 2025
6:00 – 7:15 pm

Portfolio
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Jailyn Davis

The mark of any great writer is being able to connect with their intended audience. The 
best way to do that is to share stories that people can relate to. These could be 
connected to real life events. In my time at Georgia Southern University, I have honed 
the skills necessary to turn my memories of people, places and things that I love into 
stories and poems that will move others, that they may see and feel just as I do. These 
pieces hold a special place in my heart, as they both speak of the home of my 
childhood and the woman who raised me, and how these memories have shaped the 
woman I have become and the writer I want to be.

My Creative Odyssey: Using the Skills of an 
English Major

Advisor: Dr. Lisa Dusenberry, English

IAB Room 2026
6:00 – 7:15 pm

Portfolio
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Michaela Ford

My presentation is a creative analysis of my senior portfolio, where I used the driving 
theme of agency to refine my work. My psychoanalysis essay on Joe Goldberg, my 
comparative paper on the Seven Deadly Sins in the Japanese anime Fullmetal 
Alchemist: Brotherhood, and the Early British literature poem Piers Plowman showed 
me that an academic paper is not always limited to the prompt, but rather my 
willingness to explore beyond its confines. While my speculative fiction piece, “Kavina,” 
taught me how to format a story in Shunn Manuscript format, my project in Twine 
inspired me to become an interactive fiction writer with an emphasis on player agency 
and world development.

From College to Career: My Journey as an English 
Major; or, The Agency of an English Major

Advisor: Dr. Lisa Dusenberry, English

IAB Room 2029
6:00 – 7:15 pm

Portfolio
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Addison Hall

My presentation is a creative analysis of my senior portfolio. I designed my portfolio to 
showcase how my creative work demonstrates my creativity and the depth of my 
characterization. I have included pieces of creative nonfiction, fiction, and poems that I 
have revised and reflected on to create the best version of my own work. Each renewed 
artifact represents different skills that I have gained in my journey as a student, such as 
creativity, structure, voice, focus, etc. and how I have used each skill to further my abilities 
as a writer. Each piece has begun as an outlet of my own personal thoughts and feelings 
and since has transformed into well-developed pieces of writing, because of the tools and 
techniques I have learned as a student. Through this presentation, I hope to show my 
development, what I have learned, and how it has affected my writing in a way that has 
made me a better creative writer.

The Development of Creativity and 
Characterization in Writing: My Senior Portfolio 
Analysis

Advisor: Dr. Lisa Dusenberry, English

IAB Room 2029
6:00 – 7:15 pm

Portfolio
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Breonna Lewis

For my presentation, I will be showing how the media I watched as a child formed and 
inspired the ideas in my book, Magic. Imagine you are a 12-year-old girl sitting in math 
class and then “boom” it hits you; an amazing book series plays in your head. The 
book, “Magic”, has been something that I have been working on since I was in the 7th 
grade. Now this means that it has gone through many and many changes since its 
establishment in 2011. It has also been influenced by the media that was around me 
with tv shows like “Avatar The Last Airbender”, “Dr. Quinn, The Medicine Woman”, and 
the “Winx Club”. Even the movie, “Tinker Bell”, and history of ancient times such as, 
Egyptian and Greek and Native American, had some influence on Magic’s creation. In 
this talk, I’ll be discussing how these media and parts of ancient culture helped build 
up this project and how it created and influenced me as a writer.

The Creation of the World of Magic

Advisor: Dr. Lisa Dusenberry, English

IAB Room 2025
6:00 – 7:15 pm

Portfolio
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Nicholas Sheredy

In this creative analysis of my Senior Portfolio, I explore through the choices made 
during the development of my portfolio to demonstrate the culmination of my literary 
skills and my future professional endeavors. I discuss the reasons behind the artifacts 
selected and the process of creating a portfolio that best demonstrates my 
accomplishments and expertise.
 The artifacts selected for my portfolio not only represent the best of my 
abilities in literary analysis and creative writing but also highlight three competencies 
that align with the National Association of Colleges and Employers. My artifacts 
chosen fully to demonstrate my abilities of critical thinking by utilizing context and 
logical analysis in an argument, leadership by taking charge and effectively leading a 
group towards a common goal, and my proficiency with technology in a work 
environment.

My Past at Georgia Southern and my Future Goals

Advisor: Dr. Lisa Dusenberry, English

IAB Room 2029
6:00 – 7:15 pm

Portfolio
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Brayden Short

This presentation’s goal is to display how I curated a portfolio of my works to encompass and 
showcase several skills I have learned during my time as an English Major. Within it, I show 
skills in research, analysis, creative non-fiction writing, and creating style sheets for editing.

 As part of my creative analysis, I discuss my goals for compiling pieces, ones that 
displayed my skills in writing within multiple styles, as well as skills in editing and style sheet 
creation. These goals simultaneously exemplify where I would like to go in my career post-
graduation. To further illustrate my creative choices, I’ll discuss how I curated three texts that I 
created: “Modern Media and the Display of Current Feminist Issues”, “The Rights Given by 
Copyright”, and “I’m Sorry, You’re Just a Mystery: A Journey with Endometriosis, Mental Health, 
and Self-Discovery”. Alongside these texts is an APA style sheet for editing and revision 
purposes. All four of these compiled documents display different skills within the realms of 
creation, writing, and editing. With these skills, I intend to enter the career world to become an 
editor and author. Overall, this curation benefits me by aiding in my self-branding by exhibiting 
my writing skills.

From Creation, to Revision, to Compilation

Advisor: Dr. Lisa Dusenberry, English

IAB Room 2026
6:00 – 7:15 pm

Portfolio
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Jeremy Simmonds

I am a passionate writer with a love for writing and crafting stories to resonate with the 
common person to engage in a world to escape the harsh reality of our own. To that 
end, I aim to become a Freelance Writer and a Writer for one or many entertainment 
studios from animation, plays, poetry, movies, and video games.
 I chose to present a Manuscript for my Advanced Fiction Writing where I 
showcase my creative writing skills along with my ability to answer questions my 
professor presented to me. These questions related to my experience creating the 
story and my communications with the people who would critique my work.

Creative Writing: An Analysis of Imagination

Advisor: Dr. Lisa Dusenberry, English

IAB Room 2026
6:00 – 7:15 pm

Portfolio
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Isabella Alviva

Container Conductor: Port Puzzle is a strategic board game set in the Garden City 
Terminal, Savannah, GA, drawing inspiration from popular games like Candy Crush and 
Azul. Players act as conductors, strategically organizing containers on terminals, each 
representing points and telling a story of inventory value. The goal is to fill player boards, 
and the one with the most 'inventory' wins. The game's purpose is to raise awareness 
about the overlooked journey packages undergo in the shipping and port industry. By 
gamifying port systems, Container Conductor provides an accessible introduction to this 
modern infrastructure, aligning with the digital humanities' goal of widespread knowledge. It 
successfully combines education and entertainment, bridging the gap and contributing to 
increased public awareness and understanding of our globally interconnected society. In 
under 200 words, Container Conductor stands as a unique and significant tool within the 
digital humanities, offering an engaging perspective on the complexities of the shipping and 
port industry.

Container Conductor: A Strategic Port Puzzle Game

Advisor: Dr. Robert Batchelor, History and Digital Humanities

IAB Lobby
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Carson Blackford

The use of large language models such as ChatGPT and other similar AI platforms 
represents an innovative technological advancement that has the potential to significantly 
bridge the language gap prevalent in our contemporary society. For years, language 
disparities have posed invisible barriers, impeding communication and hindering various 
aspects of global interactions. Businesses, regardless of their scale, have often found 
themselves compelled to allocate substantial financial resources towards hiring human 
interpreters, with no guarantee of satisfactory outcomes. However, with minimal dedicated 
time and effort, these AI software solutions possess the ability to make groundbreaking 
progress within both the business and social environments. Through my experiences of 
translating with my personal knowledge and AI's help, I will demonstrate results proving 
that AI can transform interpreting from a daunting task into a streamlined component of 
the transactional process.

How Large Language Tools can Change Language-
Interpreting

Advisor: Dr. Grant Gearhart, World Languages & Cultures

IAB Lobby
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Jake Braswell

The Maji Maji War started as several separate peasant uprisings against the colonial 
government of German East Africa in response to high taxes and cotton quotas before 
being organized into a religious, nationalist movement spurred on by religious figures who 
prophesied a revolution against the Germans. The most well-known leader was Kinjikitile 
who claimed to be possessed and blessed by deities and who could make a potion that 
turned German bullets into water called maji from which the name of the rising was 
derived. The organization of the splintered resistance forces formed along religious and 
political lines in the territory, forming a loose confederation of armies operating as 
guerrillas out of the wilderness. The tactics used against the colonial forces were effective, 
but the Germans circumvented their resistance by starving the entire population. The 
colonial forces burned crops and fields in order to break the spirit of the fighters as well as 
force them out, leading to the deaths of between seventy thousand and three hundred 
thousand people due to starvation.

The Rapid Mass Organizing of Religious Guerrilla 
Forces during the Maji Maji War

Advisor: Dr. Cathy Skidmore-Hess, History

IAB Lobby

Poster
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Whitley Gatch

A part of Operation Rolling Thunder, Dong Loc Junction experienced extreme tragedy during the 
American War in Vietnam. Dong Loc Junction was a pivotal intersection on the Ho Chi Minh Trail. In 
July of 1968, ten Vietnamese girls, aged 17-22, were killed in a bombing. In the present day, the 
girls' labor is immortalized in a masculine manner, exemplified through stone carvings depicting the 
girls in robust, masculine poses, symbolizing their work on the Ho Chi Minh trail. However, the 
feminity of the girls is expressed at their grave site located near the monument. The graves are 
serene, with incense floating in the air and white flowers adorned on the graves, denoting purity. In 
contrast, American memorials hardly ever recognize the role of women in the Vietnam War. Only 
after several years was an addition made to the National Vietnam Veterans Memorial, representing 
women's service during the war. The monument in Vietnam memorializes both heroism and 
sacrifice. Whereas the National Vietnam Veterans Memorial serves as a reminder of the tragedy 
that occurred in Vietnam. Countering American-centric and male-biased interpretations of the 
Vietnam War allows for a deeper understanding of a war in which all individuals, regardless of 
gender, were involved. 

Dong Loc Junction: Balanching Acts of Honor, 
Masculinity, and Femininity

Advisor: Dr. Bill Allison, History

IAB Lobby

Poster
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Seth Lee

Places! Is a game that lets the user experience what it is like being an actor at a summer 
theatre camp. The game follows the actor throughout 2 weeks at a summer theatre camp 
and the user is presented with choices on what to do throughout their time at camp. These 
choices will determine the outcome of the final show and the user's future in the 
production. Similar in gameplay to Life is Strange or Until Dawn, This game will present 
you choices during conversations with other characters or at milestone events in the 
game; The player will eventually have either good or bad consequences respective to the 
line of decisions they have made throughout the story. Players will encounter milestone 
events such as auditions, Rehearsals, tech week, and performances. Creating the game 
based in a summer theatre camp lets the user develop an idea of the time and 
commitment, as well as a rough realistic timeline, needed for a theatrical production at a 
low-stakes level. 

Places!

Advisor: Dr. Robert Batchelor, History and Digital Humanities

IAB Lobby
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Braden Lott

Raider Run is a tile-based movement board game in which players will be able to play as 
a Viking warrior. Players will progress through the game by moving through the tiles and 
by completing tasks indicated by different cards. Throughout the game, players will 
encounter hardships that are inspired by hardships the Vikings would have faced during 
the Viking age. Players will also encounter specific battles that occurred in history and will 
draw a card that explains the events of each battle. By doing extensive research, I have 
created a game in which players will not only be able to learn about the Vikings and their 
raids on England, but they will also be able to do so in a fun and entertaining way. My 
game is designed to allow players to learn more about the Viking Age in hopes of inspiring 
them to pursue further knowledge on the topic and to inform otherwise unknowing people 
about the Vikings. 

Raider Run

Advisor: Dr. Robert Batchelor, History and Digital Humanities

IAB Lobby

Poster
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Enzo Montero

My research follows the struggle of Moluccan refugees in the Netherlands. After the Dutch 
Indonesian war, the Dutch lost and left a massive refugee issue for the Moluccans of 
Indonesia. Reason why the Moluccans of Indonesia were the main supporters for the 
Dutch in the conflict. After conflict, Indonesia became a Singular republic and single outed 
the Moluccans. This led to massive killing of Moluccans, in which the Dutch allowed 
12,000 Moluccans to seek refuge in the Netherlands. By the 1970s, Moluccans in the 
Netherlands were considered stateless, and Dutch did not acknowledge them for 
statehood. This led to terrorist actions done by Moluccans in the Netherlands to fight for 
Dutch recognition.

Moluccan Refugees Fight for Dutch Recognition in 
the Netherlands

Advisor: Dr. Cathy Skidmore-Hess, History

IAB Lobby

Poster
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Abby Noonan

The Michigan War Dog Memorial is a non-profit organization located in South Lyon, 
Michigan. The memorial was established in 2012 and still has service dogs being actively 
buried there. The site originally “started as a family pet cemetery in the 1930s” and then 
was restored by Phil Weitlauf into the memorial. Weitlauf was a Vietnam War veteran and 
decided he was the right person to help restore the cemetery. The mission of the memorial 
is to “provide research for military records and/or service records” to honor K-9s for their 
service at no cost to the owner. The memorial allows people to understand the service 
these dogs did and provide them the respect they deserve. During the Vietnam War “4,234 
‘War Dogs’ were deployed… and it is estimated [that] they saved over 10,000 [human] 
lives.” The dogs were used to detect explosives and boobytraps left by North Vietnamese. 
After America announced they were pulling out troops from Vietnam, an order came down 
from Washington DC to leave the dogs. The memorial is used to commemorate the left 
behind heroes of the Vietnam War. 

The Michigan War Dog Memorial

Advisor: Dr. Bill Allison, History

IAB Lobby
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Mary Anna Saunders

I have been doing research on the life of a Bulloch County Resident named 
George Guy Burgess. This is in collaboration with Dr. Feltman and my World War 
One class. This project is to remember the life of a fallen soldier from the First 
World War that was a resident of Bulloch County. Through the use of Ancestry, I 
have found multiple records that document his life from birth till his departure for 
the Western Front and to his death. This includes where he was born, died, what 
battles he fought in, his marriage, and where he is buried.

The Life of Sergeant George Guy Burgess

Advisor: Dr. Brian Feltman, History

IAB Lobby

Poster
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Parker Timmons

This Language Instruction Training course, specifically designed for ESOL (English for Speakers of 
Other Languages) instructors at Emory Healthcare, serves as a pioneering educational tool to 
enhance English language proficiency among non-English speaking employees through detailed 
modules. This comprehensive program aims to equip educators with essential tools and strategies for 
effective language teaching within a diverse healthcare setting. Recognizing the pivotal role of 
language educators in fostering a culture of inclusivity and effective communication, this module 
focuses on facilitating language acquisition and developing communication skills among staff 
members. The training is uniquely tailored to the healthcare sector, emphasizing the importance of 
language skills in delivering superior patient care and supporting Emory Health Systems' mission. The 
course amalgamates innovative pedagogical approaches, practical applicable methods, and a 
multitude of resources to provide educators with the necessary guidance for teaching English in a 
healthcare context. It aims to create a collaborative learning environment that values diversity, 
promotes cultural understanding, and encourages the exchange of knowledge for instructors. By 
implementing the techniques and strategies provided, educators will be able to support non-English 
speaking employees in their language learning journey, enabling them to communicate effectively with 
patients and colleagues. 

English Language-Learning Curriculum for Emory 
Hospital Staff

Advisor: Ms. Encarni Cruz-Jiménez, World Languages and Cultures

IAB Lobby

Poster
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Adam Washburn

The purpose of this paper will be to examine the link between masculinity and the warfare 
practices of the Zulu Nation from the early 19th century to the end of the Anglo-Zulu War. I 
will be using various sources including scholarly articles and books written about the man 
the Zulu Nation was named after, Shaka. My primary sources will come from the London 
Gazette and London Time Archives. These sources will be reporting on the Anglo-Zulu 
War. The historical context of this paper will begin with the reign of Shaka and end with the 
Anglo-Zulu War. My main argument will answer the question: How does warfare directly 
correlate with masculinity in the Zulu Nation?

Masculinity and Warfare of the Zulu Nation

Advisor: Dr. Cathy Skidmore-Hess, History

IAB Lobby

Poster
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