ACCESSIBILITY QUICK REFERENCE
CIMLE publishes born-accessible content that conforms to WCAG 2.1 Level AA. Before submitting, please:
1. Use this template’s built-in heading styles (Heading 1, Heading 2, Heading 3) — do not simulate headings with bold or larger fonts.
1. Add descriptive alt text to every non-decorative image (right-click the image › View Alt Text).
1. Create tables via Insert › Table, designate a header row, and avoid merged cells.
1. Use descriptive hyperlink text (e.g., “CIMLE submission policies”), not “click here” or bare URLs.
1. Do not rely on color alone to convey meaning; ensure 4.5:1 contrast for body text.
1. Run Microsoft Word’s Accessibility Checker (Review › Check Accessibility) and resolve all errors before submission.
1. Provide captions for any video and transcripts for any audio in supplementary materials.
For full details, see CIMLE’s Accessibility Requirements and the Format & Style Guidelines for Submission at https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/cimle/policies.html.

[CIMLE MANUSCRIPT TEMPLATE — REVIEW OF RESEARCH / LITERATURE REVIEW]
Delete this header block, the blue instructional text, and all placeholder text before submitting. You may change the names of headings, add more headings as needed, or delete unnecessary headings. Use built-in heading styles (Home › Styles). Do not add page numbers, headers, or footers.
[Manuscript Title]
[Author 1]
[Institutional Affiliation]
[Author 2]
[Institutional Affiliation]

For initial submission, replace author names and affiliations above with “Author 1,” “Author 2,” etc. Restore identifying information only in the publication version.
Abstract
[Insert abstract here: 150–200 words. Concisely state the purpose, approach, key findings or contributions, and significance of the manuscript.]

Keywords: [keyword one, keyword two, keyword three, keyword four — provide two to four keywords]

Manuscript type: Review of Research / Literature Review. Reviews are typically 15–25 pages, excluding references.

Introduction
[Introduce the topic under review, establish its relevance to middle level education, and state the purpose and scope of your review.]

Method of Review
[Describe how you identified, selected, and analyzed the literature. Include databases searched, inclusion/exclusion criteria, date range, and any frameworks used for analysis. Explain how the review follows the guidelines from PRISMA (Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic reviews and Meta-Analyses).]

Synthesis of Themes
[Organize the body of the review thematically. Use Heading 2 for each major theme and Heading 3 for sub-themes as needed. Do not simply summarize each source in turn; synthesize across sources.]
[Theme 1]
[Synthesis of sources addressing this theme.]
[Theme 2]
[Synthesis of sources addressing this theme.]
[Theme 3]
[Synthesis of sources addressing this theme.]

Discussion
[Discuss patterns, tensions, gaps, and what the synthesis reveals about the state of research or literature on the topic.]

Implications for Practice and Research
[Offer insights and recommendations for middle level educators, researchers, and other readers.]

Conclusion
[Summarize the key contributions of the review and identify directions for future work.]

Sample Figure Placement
[Insert figure here. After inserting, right-click › View Alt Text and provide a concise, meaningful description. For complex figures (graphs, diagrams), also provide an extended text description in the body.]
Figure 1. [Figure caption. Captions go below figures. Describe what the figure shows.]

Sample Table Placement
Table 1. [Table caption. Captions go above tables.]
	Column Header 1
	Column Header 2
	Column Header 3

	Row 1, Cell 1
	Row 1, Cell 2
	Row 1, Cell 3

	Row 2, Cell 1
	Row 2, Cell 2
	Row 2, Cell 3


Note: This table was created using the Insert › Table feature with a designated header row (Table Row Properties › “Repeat as header row at the top of each page”). Avoid merged cells and do not use tables for visual layout.

Conflicts of Interest and Funding
[Disclose any conflicts of interest and any sources of funding related to this manuscript. If none, state: “The author(s) declare no conflicts of interest and no external funding supported this work.”]

Acknowledgment of AI Use
[Per CIMLE’s Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy, disclose any use of AI tools in the preparation of this manuscript. If AI was part of the study design (e.g., student use, research design), describe that use in the Methods section in addition to disclosing here. If no AI tools were used, state: “No AI tools were used in the preparation of this manuscript.”]

References
Format all references according to current APA guidelines. Use a reverse indent (0.5 inch). The references section should be left-justified. A sample reference is provided below; replace with your own.
Author, A. A., & Author, B. (Year). Title of the article. Journal Name, Volume(Issue), page-page. https://doi.org/xxxxxx/xxxx
Bishop, P. A., & Harrison, L. M. (2021). The successful middle school: This we believe. Association for Middle Level Education. 



Appendices (if applicable)
Include any appendices below. Do not submit appendices as separate files. Label each appendix (e.g., “Appendix A: Interview Protocol”) using the Heading 2 style.
