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The Statesboro bar scene
post-Michael’s Law
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RACE
TO THE
FINISH

Eagles look
to build
momentum
as season
nears end

PET
BAD
OWNER PITCHING
ADVICE
Learning how to live
with pets in college
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BLAKE KESSLER

Eagles Pitcher
struggles as season
starts 1-3
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Thursday

Friday

20 percent chance of rain

50 percent chance of rain

High: 82�
Low: 57�

Saturday

Sunday

20 percent chance of rain

40 percent chance of rain

High: 84�
Low: 62�

High: 81�
Low: 61�

Student Chapter of the

What we do: We are an
organization of accounting and
criminal justice majors who are
interested in the detection and
prevention of fraud and financial
crimes. We host various speakers
throughout the semester from the
field, including an FBI recruiter and
an IRS special agent.

career investigating elaborate frauds
and prosecuting the people who
commit them.

What that means to you: Boost your
resume by earning your certificate
in fraud examination and go on to
earn your Certified Fraud Examiner
(CFE) professional credential.
Network with professionals in the
field. Propel yourself into an exciting

Upcoming events: Our largest
event this semester will be a
community presentation on identity
theft and other common frauds,
which will be held in Russell Union
Room 2048 on March 7 at 6:30p.m.

Interested? Check us out on
Facebook at Georgia Southern’s
Chapter of Certified Fraud
Examiners or e-mail us at
georgiasouthernacfechapter@gmail.
com

High: 85�
Low: 61�

Japanese Club

Association of Certified Fraud Examiners
(ACFE)

2-22-18

What we do: We engage students in
Japanese culture and different topics that
the students ﬁnd themselves interested
regarding Japanese culture.
What that means to you: If you are
interested in learning more about Japan, or
anything related to Japan and its culture,
then this is the club for you.

Follow
Us!
@GeorgiaSouthernStudentMedia
@thegeorgeanne
@thecirclegsu
@reflectorgsu

@TheGeorgeAnne
@SeenAtSouthern
@TheCircleGSU
@ReflectorGSU

Interested?
Contact: kl04873@georgiasouthern.edu
@gsustudentmedia
@thecirclegsu
@reflectorgsu

@thegeorgeanne
@SeenAtSouthern
@thecirclegsu
@ReflectorGSU

Glenda Militano: Resilience

Stress Less Wagon

Feb. 23 - March 2

Feb. 25 at 4:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.
Henderson Library

Contemporary Gallery
Center for Art & Theatre

Georgia Southern University
Department of Music presents

Root Signals Electronic
Music Festival

On The Verge Series
Guest Artist Susan Fancher, saxophone and
Inara Zandmane, piano

Feb. 22-24
Carol A. Carter Recital Hall

Feb. 26 at 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Foy Building, Carol A. Carter Recital Hall

Habitat For Humanity: ReStore
Friday, Feb. 23 at 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Union 1056

Georgia Southern Planetarium
Presents: “Life A Cosmic Story”
Feb. 22 at 6, 7, and 8 p.m.
Feb 23 at 6, 7, and 8 p.m.
Planetarium, Math/Physics 2000
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Step Afrika
Feb. 27 at 6:00 p.m.
Performing Arts Center

Visiting Artist Lecture:
Nancy Bookhart
Feb. 28 at 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Arts Building, Room 2071
Front page designed by Rebecca Hooper
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AMERICAN
Bites

DELI
Panera Bread

PIZZA
Little Italy

1212 Brampton Ave

810 Buckhead Dr

450 S Main St

Cracker Barrel

McAlister’s Deli

Mellow Mushroom

216 Henry Blvd

1100 Brampton Ave

1098 Bermuda Run

Dingus Magee’s

FAST FOOD
Jimmy John’s

Primos

3 Georgia Ave

609-9 Brannen St

100 Brampton Ave

There is A Ghost in My House

BY Brandon Wright
Watch the whole video at
The Circle staff
thecircle.com! Follow them
on Twitter and like them on Jay thinks there is a ghost in the house stealing his
Facebook for more content. stuff, or so he thinks…

Fordhams Farmhouse

Bouldering and Climbing
competition

McDonald’s

Your Pie
Steak n Shake

810 Archway Dr

Wendy’s

SEAFOOD
The Boiling Shrimp

500 Fair Rd

12218 US-301

Subway
Wild Wing Cafe
52 Aspen Heights Dr

BARBEQUE
Bourbon Grill & More

GRILL & PUB
SOUL FOOD
Locos Grill & Pub Sisters of the
91 Briarwood Ln
New South
721 S Main St

718 Northside Dr E #10

ITALIAN
Olive Garden

Vandy’s BBQ

201 Henry Blvd

CHINESE
Chinese Kitchen

BY TORI COLLINS

Georgia Southern University will be hosting its tenth annual collegiate climbing
competition, Southern SendFest, on March 3 at the RAC.

701 Piedmont Loop

244 Henry Blvd

725 Northside Dr. East Suite

The George-Anne staff

10706 GA-67

781 Brannen St

1550 Chandler Rd

GS to host tenth annual

Stoner’s Pizza Joint
Krystal

23657 U.S. 80

SUB SHOPS
Jersey Mikes
721 S Main St

JAPANESE
Tokyo
100 Brampton Ave

456 S Main St

SWEETS & TREATS
Bruster’s
995 Lovett Rd

Panda Express

MEXICAN
Barberitos

Daylight Donuts

“You don’t have to have any experience to come out and have a good time,” CRI
Operation Specialist David Rector said. “We provide a really laid back atmosphere
that’s fun for everyone.”

101 Brampton Ave

1100 Brampton Ave

455 S Main St

COFFEE
Cool Beanz

El Jalapeno

PITA
Son’s Donor Kebab

The climbing and bouldering competition, beginning at 8 a.m., will feature climbing
problems in the top rope and cave areas.

58 East Main St

There will be rock climbing heats at 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. and a dynamic climbing
competition at 3 p.m.

598 Brannen St

The top scoring climbers will be recognized at an awards ceremony at 6 p.m.

441 South Main St

Registration for interested participants is open for those 18 and older. Students of
GS as well as the general public can register to participate.
The entry fee for Georgia Southern students is $15. The entry fee for the general
public is $20.

711 S Main St

17 College Plz

El Riconcito
Ellianos

2 College Plaza

Pita Pit
609 Brannen St

Moe’s
Three Tree Coffee

608 Brannen St

If you want to add your free listing,
contact ads1@georgiasouthern.edu.

The registration fee includes:
• On-site tent
• Restrooms and showers
• Lunch and snacks
• SWAG Bag featuring samples and freebies from GS’ sponsors
• Awards to top men and women competitors in each division
• Fun, music and post-comp social events

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF SOUTHERN SENDFEST

Turn $15 into a Personal Masterpiece
Check out the rest of Dana
Lark’s DIY project idea at
reﬂectorgsu.com
You can also follow The Reﬂector
on Facebook @reﬂectorgsu for
more exciting content.
DANA LARK

Post
Sell
Browse
or
Buy

thegeorgeanne.com
Page designed by Robbea Pierre
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PARKING WARS
GS Students

Parking and Transportation
is known for its free parking .
At the beginning of the spring
semester about two weeks in, many
GS students noticed, when parking
at the football stadium, that there
were several vehicles with boots on
them.

Why Students are
Receiving the Boot

ASHLEY JONES
Ashley is a junior journalism major
from Augusta, Georgia.

The University's parking and
transportation office is beginning to
enforce their booting policy even if
you are parked at the stadium which

During an interview via email
with director of Parking and
Transportation, Kristi Bryant, I
found that students with three or
more outstanding citations that
have not been paid can be booted
no matter where they are parked on
campus and regardless of the time.
That means even if you are parked
in 30 minute parking after 4’ o clock,

if you have three or more unpaid
tickets you will be booted.
Contrary to popular belief to have
a boot taken off your car you have to
pay off your ticket balance plus a $50
service fee to have the boot removed.
A student admitted paying almost
$300 after having the boot removed
this price included their balance of
unpaid tickets.

Payment Plans

The big question remains. What
should students do if they cannot
afford to dish out $300 in one day?
According to Bryant, if a student
contacts Parking and Transportation
in a timely manner after receiving
the ticket or citation then the
parking office will set up a payment
arrangement.

“I think it is a contradiction because

and ways that they can take more money from us. A lot of

if it’s going to be free at one time, it

students are financially independent so they can’t just go

should be free at every point in time

to their parents like I need $300 to get a boot of my car. So

not just when they feel like changing
it up without letting people know
after students don’t purchase their
parking tickets for the reason of saving money and
because they know they have this space they can always
go to, I think it’s unfair. It’s a definitely a money scheme

I definitely think that it a payment arrangement should
be an option, its an option with your tuition. We’re
college students most of us aren’t working because we
don’t have time to work. With a payment arrangement
parking and transportation would more successful with
getting all their money.”

to take our money. They’re finding ways and loop holes

Denita Husband , junior,
Marketing and logistics major

STAFF LIST

“I feel like if it’s supposed to be free
parking you shouldn’t get a boot for it
and if you have more than one ticket
that means that there’s obviously a
financial issue there that you can’t
pay it so they should maybe come
up with a new system that implements maybe helping
students be able to pay the tickets instead of making the
ticket get more expensive and then turn into a $300 boot.
They have a good thing going with the tickets but instead
of giving you multiple tickets they should come up with
something like suspend your student ID so then you’ll be
like oh maybe I do need to go take care of this because I
need to do this for school.”

Kristina Dixon, junior,
Fashion merchandising major

Page designed by John St. Lewis

“I don’t understand why they would ticket or boot in free
parking. Free parking means no payment we shouldn’t
have to get ticketed or booted unless you’re at like Russell
or Hanner or something without paying your tickets,
you should get it. They shouldn’t be doing that. I’ll boot
your car. If it’s free its for everyone and if it’s not free
then maybe y’all should specify and say well it’s free if
you have three or more unpaid tickets, that’s better than
just surprising someone with a boot. That could cause
problems with the school.”

Brittany Ashley, senior,
Occupational therapist
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BRIEFS
Consolidation leads to
different prices in parking
decals and violations
BY EMMA SMITH

The George-Anne staff

Students from both Georgia
Southern University’s Statesboro
and Armstrong campuses can
now park on either campus,
however prices of parking decals
and fees are not the same.
Students from each campus
can now park in certain lots on
either campus, but decals and
some fees for the GS campus are
still more expensive.
GS
Director
of
Communications Jennifer Wise
said prices for this semester
have not changed at all since the
previous semester.

Violation Fees

Violation fees at the Statesboro
campus range from $10 to $50
while the Armstrong campus
has a fee of $25 for most first
time offenses.
Anu Morton, vice president
of auxiliary affairs for Student
Government Association, said
this semester will serve as a trial
semester for collecting data on
students from each campus.
“None of the fees are set in
stone, but we’re just trying to see
how many Armstrong students
are coming to our campus and
how many Statesboro students
are going to their campus to see
what the fees will ultimately be,”
Morton said.
The fee amounts will be set by
next semester, Morton said.

Parking Decals

Wise said the decision
regarding parking permit costs
for 2018-2019 has not been
formally made at this time.
According to the GS Parking
and Transportation’s website,
parking decal prices for GS
students range from $110 to $160
with the exception of motorcycle
permits, which are $50.
On Armstrong’s website,
student permits are listed from
$40 to $75 for regular vehicles
and $25 for motorcycles.
Faculty and staff parking
decals on the Statesboro campus
are $100 while Armstrong’s
faculty and staff are not charged
for their first permit.
The prices of violation
fees range from $10 to $100,
depending on the type or
number of offenses.
Updated parking information
for the Liberty campus is
currently pending.
For
further
information,
contact
Parking
and
Transportation
at
912-4787275 or by email at parking@
georgiasouthern.edu.

Students from each of the
consolidated campuses will
be able to park in certain lots
of either campus.
MATTHEW FUNK

use
storytelling,
humor,
songs, as well as the audience
participation.
Originally founded in 1994,
Step Afrika! is one of the first
professional stepping companies
in the world dedicated to keeping
the tradition alive. The company
performs worldwide to help
spread the values of teamwork,
discipline and commitment.
“Step Afrika! does a great job of
intertwining culture, education and
entertainment,” Takeshia Brown,
director of the Office of Multicultural
Affairs, said.
The Office of Multicultural
Affairs is hosting Step Afrika! and is
coordinating their performance here
at GS.

SGA starts
fundraising
campaign for
students
BY RYAN PYE

The George-Anne contributor

Georgia Southern University’s
Student
Government
Association has started a
fundraising campaign to help
GS students with financial
problems.
The “For the Love of Blue”
campaign is a fundraising
campaign that seeks to raise
funding for students that are
going through extreme financial
hardships.
The
students
receiving
funding from the program are
those who have exhausted any
and all financial aid options,
including loans of all types,
and are in desperate need of a
temporary source of financial
assistance for their school, bills
and other common needs.
This year’s “For the Love of
Blue” is a way for any student,
alumni, family and friends, to
give back to their community
in such a way that will build a
much better and more secure
future for current GS students.
If students cannot donate
donate themselves, they are
encouraged to share spread
awareness of the campaign.
To donate go to the “For the
Love of Blue” website.

Step Afrika! to stomp
into Statesboro
BY ASHTON CHRISTIANSON
The George-Anne staff

The Step Afrika! company
is coming to Georgia Southern
University on Feb. 27 as part of
the university’s Black Heritage
Month celebration.
The
company
will
be
performing at the Performing
Arts Center and the show will
begin at 6 p.m.
Stepping is a dance that helps
to blend African traditional
dance and a variety of other
dances. Stepping performances
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Step Afrika! will be performing
at GS on Feb. 27
PHOTO COURTESY OF STEP AFRIKA!

Minority Advisement
Program applications
close Feb. 22
BY ASHTON CHRISTIANSON
The George-Anne staff

The
Georgia
Southern
University Minority Advisement
Program has opened their
applications for new mentors
this semester.
Students who who are
interested in helping minority
students navigate the transition

from high school to college are
encouraged to apply before the
Feb. 22 deadline.
MAP
matches
incoming
minority students with a mentor
to help them navigate college
life. The incoming students are
matched to a specific mentor
that have similar majors and
academic standing as the student
to ensure that the mentor can
help benefit the student they are
mentoring to the best of their
ability.
Alisha Tolbert, a junior
information systems major,
is currently the Minority
Advisement Program president.
“I have made so many
new friends in MAP, I have
experienced growth in myself,
and it is definitely an opportunity
I would do all over again if given
the chance,” Tolbert said.
Tolbert first started out by
became a sponsor to help
students and give them the tools
they need to be successful while
at GS.
“The process has helped me
become more open-minded, as
well as more helpful to people
that were once in my shoes,”
Tolbert said.
You can learn more about MAP
on the Office of Multicultural
Affairs website.

Averitt Center to host
singing competition
BY SHIANN SIVELL
The George-Anne staff

The Averitt Center for the Arts
is seeking local talent to compete
in The Statesboro Voice.
The new singing competition
is meant to showcase the Bulloch

County area’s local talent, said
the Averitt Center’s Exexcutive
Director Jamie Grady.
The competition will consist of
eight finalists who will compete
for two cash prizes during the
live performance on April 28.
“While we have not finalized
every detail, we are sure this
will be something that people
will talk about long after the
competition has concluded,”
Grady said. “The committee
has been planning this event
since last summer and we are
excited about the community’s
response.”
Those interested will need
to submit a two-minute video
showing off their best vocal
abilities. Applicants may choose
any music that demonstrates
their style range and technique.
Each video submission is $10
and all competitors must be at
least 16 years old.
Following the submissions, the
eight chosen finalists will work
with area vocal experts who will
assist competitors in preparing
for the live performance on April
28.
During the live performance,
the finalists will compete for two
award, the Judges’ Choice and
the Audience’s Choice.
“In my six months in
Statesboro, I have heard a lot of
great voices and talents within
the community and I think this
is great opportunity for those
people to really shine,” Grady
said.
For more information and to
send in a video submission, visit
the Averitt Center website or call
912-212-2787.

4

bedroom
3 bathroom
townhouse

295

starting at

www.hendleyproperties.com

912-681-1166

To contact the news editor, email ganewsed@georgiasouthern.edu
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Statesboro After Michael’s Law:
How Stricter Policies May Have Led to More Arrests

BY GEORGE ANDERSEN AND ANDREA CURTIS

The George-Anne staff and contributor

During the spring of 2016, Paul
Smith was arrested for the fifth time
after another liquor law violation in
Statesboro. Smith was one of 192 to be
arrested for liquor violations between
the years 2014 and 2016 and one of 658
to be referred to disciplinary action for
alcohol within that time frame.
In recent years, it has become harder
for underage students to get away with
underage drinking throughout the
state of Georgia due to Michael’s Law,
which was put in place after the death
of Michael Gatto, who was a Georgia
Southern freshman at the time of his
death.
On Aug. 28, 2014, Michael Gatto was
out drinking at a former Statesboro bar,
Rude Rudy’s, when he was assaulted
by an off-duty bouncer, Grant Spencer.
Medics rushed Gatto to Savannah
in an attempt to save his life. He
was pronounced dead the following
afternoon.
Michael’s Law, enacted July 1, 2015,
has prevented anyone under the age
of 21 from working in or entering a bar
in the state of Georgia. For some, this
means extra security. For underage
drinkers in the state of Georgia, it means
a higher risk of getting caught.
“I personally think they [police] are
overly focused on underage individuals

consuming alcohol,” Chad Rimsek,
bouncer for The Rusty Tavern and
Gnats Landing, two Statesboro bars,
said, “Also overly concentrating on
issuing MIPs [minor in possession] due
to the pressure being placed on local
police forces due to the incident which
led to Michael’s Law.”
While it was not found that police are
directly targeting underage drinkers as
Rimsek claims, the numbers indicate a
spike in arrests and violations. Between
the years 2010 and 2012, there were
102 alcohol related arrests on campus
according to the university annual
security report issued by university
public safety. That same report indicated
that between the years 2014 and 2016
that there were 192 arrests, nearly
doubling the number from before the
initiation of Michael’s Law.
Laura McCullough, chief of police
for the university department of public
safety, says that no change in protocol
has happened since the law was
enacted.
“Since this particular law impacts
businesses serving alcohol mostly,
it does not have a direct impact on
campus,” McCullough said in an email,
“We still handle any alcohol incident the
same as we did prior to this particular
law.”

Michael’s Law has
dramatically altered
Statesboro and
Georgia Southern
University there is
no denying that
fact.”
- Chad Rimsek

Michael Gatto passed away in Fall 2014 after an altercation outside a bar. The
Gatto family is currently suing the City of Statesboro for $11 million.
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Arrests and Judicial Reﬀerals
Arrest &
Judicial
Referrals
Liquor Law
Arrest
Liquor Law
Violations
Referred for
Disciplinary
Action
Drug Law
Arrest

Year

On Campus
Property

Residential Non-Campus
Public
Facility
Property
Property

2014
2015
2016
2014

85
55
52
249

44
38
34
247

5
3
23
1

19
8
25
28

109
66
100
278

2015

212

185

2

0

214

2016

197

174

24

19

240

2014
2015
2016

68
57
64

62
44
52

3
2
17

28
N/A
8

99
59
89

Total

Data from Georgia Southern 2017 Cleary Act.

Although this law does not have a direct
impact on campus or the department of
safety protocol according to McCullough,
according to the numbers, it does have a
direct impact on the students of Georgia
Southern.
398 incidents of liquor law violations
on campus which led to referrals occured
between the years 2010 and 2012. 658
happened in the years 2014-2016, a more
than 50 percent increase.
Smith, marketing student at Georgia
Southern, has his own perspective and
experience with how local police work,
and he, along with Rimsek, believe that
they target underage drinkers as a way
to make money.
“The best word I would use to describe
Statesboro P.D. would not be corrupt, but
misdirected or misguided,” Smith said,
“SPD is focused on underage drinking
versus like serious crimes and I guess
like traffic tickets.”

Page designed by Xavier Hodges

The impact that Michael’s Law has
had does not stop at Georgia Southern,
however. Between the years 2010 and
2012, University of Georgia has reported
472 minor in possession charges
according to the University of Georgia
Police Department crime statistics report.
That same report showed that between
the years 2014 and 2016 that there
were 668 reported minor in possession
violations. These numbers, while slightly
less drastic, change at a similar rate to
Georgia Southern for before and after
Michael’s Law was put into effect.
Ashley Greene, a business student who
transferred to University of Georgia,
from Georgia Southern, says the law not
only affects underage drinkers, it affects
employees.

“I do have older friends though who
had to lose their jobs at bars once the law
went into effect, as they were working in
the bars under 21 which Michael’s Law
prohibits,” Greene said.
However, many still feel that the law
has only begun showing its effects and
that this is only the beginning.
“Michael’s Law has dramatically
altered Statesboro and Georgia Southern
University there is no denying that fact,”
Rimsek said, “As a student graduating
soon and a bouncer at two bars I feel the
effects will continue to be felt for years
to come.”

To contact the news editor, email ganewsed@georgiasouthern.edu
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New student organizations
at Georgia Southern
BY TORI COLLINS

The George-Anne staff

Georgia Southern University chartered
nine new student organizations this past
academic year in addition to the 300 plus
organizations already in existence.
The new organizations are surrounded
by ideals and hobbies from women’s
empowerment and mentoring to people
finding common interest in paint balling.
As well as religious, international and
cultural oriented organizations.
The following is a listing of new
organizations on campus.

Health Education: Re-creating
Healthy Mindsets (H.E.R)

H.E.R is dedicated to educating and
inspiring women about fitness and
the benefits of living healthy lifestyles,
according
to
the
organization’s
constitution.
Membership shall be open to all
undergraduate and graduate students
currently enrolled at Georgia Southern
University

Helping Hands

Helping Hands’ purpose is to raise
money through campus events and
fundraisers in order to give back to the
less fortunate communities of Statesboro.
To be considered for membership,
you must be a student at GS and must
be willing to put in the effort to raise
money and complete community service
hours, according to the organizations
constitution.

Musicians for Healing

This organization brings musically
talented individuals to locations with
special education students, patients or
elderly in hopes that their performances
will aid in the healing process or
increase the general well-being of
others according to Music for Healing’s
MyInvolvement page.
Membership is open to all GS students.

Society of Professional
Journalists

Society of Professional Journalists is
a organization of students who exercise
their skill and enjoyment of journalistic
writing, according to the organization’s
MyInvolvement page.

Membership of this organization is
open to all Georgia Southern University
journalism or communications students
and to others who show an interest in
journalism and communications.
Candidates for membership shall be
in good academic standing, 2.0 GPA or
higher, demonstrating professional goals
in the field of interest.

Eagle Rocket Club

Eagle Rocket Club is an aerospace
club with the purpose of giving students
experience in building high power
rockets, according to MyInvolvement.
Regular membership is limited to
students and graduates who are or were
enrolled at Georgia Southern University.
Associate membership is limited to
non-Georgia Southern students

Wallﬂowers Organization

Wildﬂower Organization is an all
female mentoring organization with the
purpose to empower women of Georgia
Southern’s campus and local community.
All females must have at least a 2.5 GPA
to join.
For
more
information
visit
wallﬂowersorg@gmail.com

The Vegetarian Society

The Vegetarian Society encourages a
sense of belonging for students who are
plant-based eaters as well as students
who are interested in altering their diet
to become plant-based eaters.
Their purpose is to provide support
and information for vegetarian students
as well as students who are thinking
about becoming a vegetarian.

Pi Sigma Epsilon

Pi Sigma Epsilon is a organization
that promotes prosperous sales and
marketing skills for the students of GS.
The organization is catered primarily
to students who have an interest in the
advancement of sales, marketing and
management as a career profession.

Paintball Club

The Paintball Club is catered to
students interested in playing paintball.
Students interested in joining need
to own their own gear and have some
type of paintball knowledge. However,
anyone who is willing to work hard is
accepted.

APPLY THROUGH
THE STUDENT
EMPLOYMENT
CENTER
WWW.GEORGIASOUTHERN.EDU/SEC

FOR A LISTING OF OUR JOBS, VISIT

CRI.GS/JOBS

SUBMIT YOUR
APPLICATION BETWEEN

2/12 - 3/2
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Pet Parenting at
Georgia Southern
BY CHRISTA FEAZELL
The George-Anne staff

PHOTO COURTESY OF VICTORIA STANDRICH

Victoria Standrich owns three dogs.
Owning and taking care of pets can be
difficult. Despite this, 68 percent of American
households own either a dog, a cat or some
other type of animal companion, according
to the American Pet Products Association,
so it’s unsurprising that college students
own them as well.
Balancing school and animals, however,
can be tricky. Two ‘pet parents’ at Georgia
Southern University shared their stories.

Becoming a pet parent

Victoria Standrich is a full-time GS
student who owns three dogs. She knew

from the beginning that her first dog, Lady,
would accompany her to GS following her
freshman year. The other two were just a
matter of happenstance.
“Getting Kahlua and Ali were just
decisions of timing and knowing a dog
needed a good home,” Standrich said. “It
was never really about deciding to become a
pet owner…I always had at least three dogs
growing up.”
Abby Lee McKenna said she became a pet
foster because she wanted a dog, but knew
she wasn’t financially capable of owning
one herself. Then, her cat came into her life.
“I found her and her sister as four-day-old
babies and bottle-fed them…I then switched
over to fostering kittens, because my cat
gets along with them best,” McKenna said.

Care vs classes

For some, taking care of pets is all about
teamwork. Standrich said she couldn’t get
by without assistance.
“Luckily I have two awesome roommates
that are able to help…when I’m not home.
They let all three outside or feed them if I
know I’m going to be on campus all day,”
Standrich said.
For others, it’s not as simple. McKenna
must be willing to make some sacrifices.
“As a foster, I don’t usually pick times
for vet appointments…so I’ve had to miss
class,” McKenna said.

McKenna also needed to pick up a second
shift to pay for vet bills, leaving her less time
to study.
“The sacrifices don’t come without their
own reward.” McKenna said, “At the end
of the day, as long as I have healthy pets,
whatever I had to go through to get there is
worth it.”

Advice for others

Every day, plenty of students consider
adopting or buying a pet of their own.
When asked on what advice they would
give to prospective pet parents, Standrich
said that students should be mindful of the
time commitment a dog requires.
“I’ve met people who go out of town two
or three weekends a month and constantly
board their animals or have someone petsit. I think it negatively effects your dog
and their behavior,” Standrich said. “I think
about this quote I saw on social media a lot:
‘He might only be there for part of your life,
but for him, you are his whole life.’”
McKenna advises other students to be
sure to do their research and think about the
costs. Grooming, health requirements, food,
ﬂea preventative and annual vet bills are all
things a prospective owner should consider
before getting a pet.
McKenna added, “And just because I’m a
rescue advocate…adopt, don’t shop.”

AT THE END OF
THE DAY, AS
LONG AS I HAVE
HEALTHY PETS,
WHATEVER
I HAD TO GO
THROUGH TO
GET THERE IS
WORTH IT.”
ABBY LEE MCKENNA

Rescue advocate, pet owner
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How to take advantage of
internship resources on campus
BY CECILIA ROBINSON
The George-Anne staff

Internships give students handson experience to develop and
sharpen the skill sets learned in
the classroom. They can provide
connections,
insight
on
the
workplaces in different fields and
experiences that can be used as
lessons in one’s career path.
Georgia Southern University
has resources on campus to help
students find internships. Here are a
few ways to benefit from them:

Career Services

Career

Services,

officially

known as the Office of Career and
Professional Development, not only
has fundamental information about
internships and co-ops, but also has
a list of multiple search engines that
upload internship opportunities for
students.
Caitlyn Cofer, career development
specialist, explained that links such
as Eagle Career Net and many others
have special perks, such as:
• An automatic legitimacy test
before the internship is posted
• Opportunities from companies
specifically looking for GS
students

•

Giving multiple opportunities
based on your major and
desired location.

Career Fairs

GS has multiple career fairs
throughout the semester. Some are
even catered to specific fields like
non-profit or STEM.
“[I would start by] attending the
Georgia Southern’s Career Fair,”
Nadiya Mallory, junior management
major, said of the initial search for
internships.
The weekly GS newsletters
often announce upcoming events,

like career fairs, weeks or days
in advance. Towards the date of
the event, there are usually ﬂyers
posted in the union, by advisement
offices and other places throughout
campus.

Don’t Stop There

Cofer
suggested
that
all
students create LinkedIn accounts
to keep up with connections.
Additionally, the Office of Career
and Professional Development has
career development specialists like
Cofer who can work with students
one-on-one in looking for the right
internship.

About Georgia's
Medical Amnesty Law
BY EMMA SMITH

The George-Anne staff

What if someone you knew
was experiencing a possibly
fatal overdose, and you wanted
to help them but worried they
would be arrested if you called
for medical assistance?
Before 2014, anyone in
Georgia suffering from an
illegal drug overdose or any
underage drinker experiencing
alcohol poisoning risked arrest
when calling for medical help.
As a result, calling 911 was not

an option for them, which led
to several easily preventable
deaths.
However, thanks to Georgia's
911 Medical Amnesty Law, this
is no longer an issue.

The law's
background

Signed on April 24, 2014
by Gov. Nathan Deal, the law
grants citizens amnesty from
drug and alcohol charges.
Deal signed the law with the
intent to lower the amount

of overdoses in the state by
offering immunity from any
charges for people calling 911
for any drug-related medical
attention.
ATC Law Firm.com says
that the law provides a limited
amount of immunity for
possession of certain drugs,
paraphernalia
or
illegal
consumption of alcohol and
"encourages people to call
for help without the fear that
they or the person who is
experiencing the overdose will
face arrest, criminal charges, or

prosecution."
However, the law does not
automatically grant everyone
a pass from being arrested for
possession.
From 2012 to 2014, there
were 15 recorded drug-related
deaths in Bulloch County
alone, with a drug mortality
rate of seven percent. Since the
amnesty law was passed, the
mortality rate has gone down
to six percent since 2015, with
12 drug-related deaths.
The Center for Disease
Control and Prevention says
that the main cause behind
overdoses are opioids, both
prescription and illicit.
According
to
Georgia
Southern University police
chief Laura McCullough, there
has only been one notable
case of overdose on a Georgia
college campus.

Incident at the
University of
Georgia

According to onlineathens.
com, the incident took place
at the University of Georgia,
when an officer named Jay
Park would not arrest two
intoxicated underage students
who needed medical help.
Park was later fired as a
result, and filed a $5 million
lawsuit against the state. But
a fair chunk of UGA's campus
supported Park's actions, with
an online petition calling for
his reinstatement reaching
almost 4,700 signatures.
Before the law came into
effect, only students who
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reported cases of overdose
were protected from Code of
Conduct violations, but the
students who overdosed were
out of luck.

At Georgia Southern
University

Chief McCullough added
that the GS Police Department
responds to overdose cases in
the same way as all medical
emergency calls.
Though there have been
no recorded cases regarding
the law at Georgia Southern
University’s campus, several
students still find it useful.
Miranda
Swaim,
senior
communications major, says
she appreciates what the policy
does for students.
“It really gives underage
drinkers a safety net,” Swaim
said. “No earthly force is going
to stop kids from drinking, so
it’s important to keep everyone
safe without the fear of being
arrested.”
Matthew Anderson, senior
mathematics major, agrees that
the law is more helpful than
harmful.
"Not allowing for amnesty
discourages
people
from
seeking help when their friends
need
medical
attention,"
Anderson said.
If you or somebody you
know is suffering from alcohol
poisoning or a drug overdose,
do not hesitate to call 911, the
Office of Public Safety at (912)
478-5234 or the Alcohol and
Other Drugs Office at (912) 4780108.
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Eagles look to continue
momentum in Texas
Junior guard Ike Smith dribbles the ball.
Smith is averaging 12 points per game.
BY RYAN PYE

The George-Anne contributor

The
Georgia
Southern
Men’s
Basketball Team goes on a road trip to
Texas this week, to face off against two
conference opponents, UT Arlington
and Texas State.

UT-Arlington
(16-12; 7-8)

The Eagles will visit the UTA
Mavericks on Thursday, February
22nd, in hopes to approve their 8-6

conference record. The two teams
have already met once on the court
this year in Statesboro, where the
Eagles took down the Mavericks by
a score of 74-59.
UTA enters this game following
a road stretch where they lost back
to back games to Louisiana Monroe
and Louisiana. The Mavericks are

trying not to fall too far behind
in conference standings, as they
currently hold the 7th seed, 4 back
of the Eagles.
In their previous meeting UTA’s
leading scorer, Kevin Hervey, had
his way with the Eagles’ defense,
putting up 29 points while grabbing
8 rebounds. A large contributor
to outcome of the game will be if
Georgia Southern can slow down
Hervey, who averages over 20 points
per game.

Texas State
(14-14; 7-8)

On the second game of their road
trip the Eagles will head to San Marcos,
Texas to square up against the Texas
State Bobcats. These squads have also
faced off on the hardwood once this

year, where the Bobcats squeaked out of
Statesboro with a 62-61 win.
Revenge is expected to play a large
part in this contest for the Eagles, facing
off against a team that came onto their
court and took the win in heartbreaking
fashion, hitting a clutch free throw to
put them ahead with just a few seconds
on the clock.
The Bobcats though, have struggled
since that meeting with Georgia
Southern back in January. They have
lost their last 6 games, and play host to a
dangerous Georgia State team Thursday
night before the Eagles come to town.

continue with their momentum into the
road trip this week, and try in climb up
in the Sun Belt standings, where they
currently sit at 3rd place.
Tip-off against the Mavericks
Thursday night is set for 8 P.M. and
Saturday’s game against Texas State is
scheduled to begin at 5:30 P.M.

Georgia Southern
(17-10; 8-6)

Georgia Southern is coming off
perhaps their best performance of
the year in a huge win over in-state
rival Georgia State. The Eagles look to

Eagles look to bounce
back in Texas
Junior guard Rhein Beamon dribbles a basketball.
Beamon is averaging 6.6 points per game.

BY RYAN KOSTENSKY

The George-Anne Contributor

Georgia Southern’s Women’s
basketball team winds their season
down with a pair of games this
weekend with the Eagles facing
the Mavericks of UT-Arlington on
Thursday, Feb. 22 and Bobcats of
Texas State on Saturday, Feb. 24.
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University of
Texas-Arlington
(16-10;10-5)

Texas State
(18-8;11-4)

The Bobcats come into the game
at second place in the Sun Belt, just
The Mavericks have been on the good enough to be in front of UTA,
winning side of the scoreboard five while winning their last two contests.
Texas State showcases junior guard
times in a row coming into Thursday’s
Toshua
Leavitt, who averages 18.6
matchup against the Eagles.
UT-Arlington relies heavily on the points per game, as well as senior
duo of senior guard, Crystal Allen, guard Taeler Deer, who averages 16.8
who averages 12.1 points per game, points per game.
and senior center, Rebekah Vandijk,
who averages 14.4 points per game.

XXAVIER ROBERTSON

Georgia Southern
(5-20; 2-12)

As a season that has been
disappointing for the Eagles draws to
a close, wins against two of the top
teams in the Sun Belt could prove to
be a bright spot going into the 201819 season.
GS upended UTA by a score of 7368 in the first matchup of the two
teams. Losing their last two games
in a row, GS has a tough road against
them.
Thursday’s tip-off at UTA is set for
1:30 p.m., and Saturday’s tip-off at
Texas State is set for 4 p.m.
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GS men’s basketball
coach
gets
extension
through
2022
JAREN STEPHENS

Mark Byington has been head basketball coach since 2013 season. During that time, Byington has a 86-70 record.

BY BRENDAN WARD
The George-Anne staff

Georgia
Southern
University’s men’s basketball
coach has agreed to a contract
extension with the university.
The new contract will keep
coach Mark Byington with GS
through the 2021-2022 season.
GS Athletic Director Tom
Kleinlein brieﬂy spoke about
Byington’s success on and off
the court in a press release.
“When you look at the
success Mark has had on the
court in combination with his
academic success, we knew
we needed to keep him in
Statesboro,” Kleinlein said in
the press release. “Every one
of the players he has coached
has graduated, and he’s won
almost 90 games in five years
against a tough schedule. That
kind of production on and off
the court certainly needs to be
rewarded, and we’re excited
to announce this extension.”
In his five seasons at GS,
Byington has gone 86-70
with 51 wins in his first three
season making him the best
coach at GS in the modern era
according to the press release.
Byington has also had
success off the court, as every
senior has graduated since he
took over the program in 2013,
according to the press release.

The contract

Byington’s annual base
salary will be just over
$282,000
Byington has the following
incentives in his contract:

Academic
achievement

If the team achieves an
academic performance rate of
985 or higher then Byington
will receive a one-time
payment equal to 50 percent
of his monthly base salary

Conference
Performance

One-time payment equal
to six percent of annual base
salary if the team places 3rd in
the conference
One-time payment equal to
eight percent of annual base
salary if the team places 2nd
in the conference
One-time payment equal
to 10 percent of annual base
salary if the team places 1st in
the conference

each round the team advances
in the NCAA.
Coach of the Year:
If Byington is named Sun
Belt Coach of the Year he will
receive $1,000
If Byington is nominated
for any National Coach of the
Year award he will receive
$2,000.

Student Organization Essentials

OFFICER TRANSITIONS
LEADERSHI

Special Wins

P

Friday, February 23rd | 3:30 pm | RU 2047

BUDGET 101

Post Season
Appearances
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If Byington is terminated for
any reason by the university
the university will continue
to pay Byington the amount
of his annual base salary at
thew time of this termination
divided by 12 for the
remainder of the term of this

contract, which ends on April
30, 2019.
If Byington terminates the
contract during the term of
the agreement, he shall pay
the university the amount of
$75,000.

SOE Workshop Series

Byington will receive a onetime payment of $2,500 if the
team wins at least one game
against a top 50 RPI team.
Byington will receive a onetime payment of $2,500 if the
team wins at least 20 games in
the regular season.

Byington will receive 50
percent of his monthly base
salary if the team appears
in
NCAA
post-season
competition or in the NIT.
Byington will receive a onetime payment of 10 percent
of his monthly base salary for

Termination
Terms

with Casey Weaver &
Ryan Wilcauskas

Tuesday, February 27th | 5:30 pm | RU 2084

Student Organization Leadership Development

SOLD Workshop Series

For more information, please contact the Office of Student Activities at osa@georgiasouthern.edu
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Yellow Jackets

get the best of inexperienced pitching core
BY ANDREW WEIMER
The George-Anne staff

Tuesday night was a rough showing from Georgia
Southern’s baseball team as they took on ACC
opponent, Georgia Tech at J.I. Clements Stadium.
GT improved their record to 2-2 on the season with
their 7-1 victory. GS’ record slipped to 1-3.
The pitching matchup for the game was between
a career 0-1 Connor Thomas (GT) and a
career 0-0 Jacob Parker (GS).
As a redshirt player last year,
Parker received no playing
time.
Tonight
marked
Parker’s first career start.
Parker’s first collegiate
inning saw 5 batters. He
got the first batter out,
his first career out, on
a hard ﬂy out to right
field.
After
giving up a

single to left, he proceeded to get his first career
strikeout, and from there, was able to get out of the
inning.
GS was unable to score in the bottom of the first, and
in the top of the second, the GT bats became alive.
The Yellow Jackets led off with a ground-rule
double, which was followed by a triple to left.
After an unproductive ﬂy out, Parker
was in pain, seeming to be gripping
his throwing arm. After some
extensive looks by the training
staff, they pulled him from the
game.
Parker was replaced
by junior RHP Lawson
Humphries. The next
batter, a passed ball occurred,
resulting in another run
coming in for GT.
The Eagles did not get their
first hit of the game until the
bottom of the third, coming
from sophomore catcher
Matt Anderson. The
ball was placed just far
enough for the second
baseman to stumble and
miss the catch enough to
have it resulted as a hit.
Although this was to lead
off the inning, the Eagles

failed to score, keeping the game at 2-0.
The top of the fourth brought in one run for the
Yellow Jackets, which came from a balk. Although
Humphries did struggle some this inning, ultimately,
he got out of a bases loaded jam.
GT also scored in the top of the fifth. Freshman RHP
Griffin Davis replaced Humphries.
Davis proceeded to walk 2 batters in a row, resulting
in another pitching change, junior RHP Cole Whitney.
Both GT runs scored at the same time, off of an RBI
single, with both runs being credited to Davis.
The bottom of the sixth finally brought a run to the
Eagles.
To lead off the inning, sophomore second baseman
Steven Curry singled to left, which was followed by a
double down the right field line from sophomore third
baseman Mitchell Golden.
Two batters later, Mason McWhorter added his 4th
RBI of the season with a groundout to 2nd. This would
be the Eagles’ only run, the score at the time being 5-1.
In the top of the eighth, junior RHP Chase Cohen
gave up a two-run bomb that pushed the score to
7-1. The next inning, sophomore RHP Eric Goldstein
threw a scoreless half inning.
GS was unable to score in the bottom of the ninth,
giving GT the victory, the score being 7-1.
Georgia Southern’s next game will be on Friday at
6:30 p.m. at home against Fairfield. Every game of the
series can be watched on True Blue TV or listened to
on GS Sports Radio.

The Eagles were only able to muster up
five hits in Tuesday night’s loss.
PHOTO COURTESY OF GS ATHLETICS
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The Journey is a must
for the bookshelf,
coffee table or
basement fanzone
of every devoted
Eagles fan.

$

7

including shipping

Order securely with
your credit card at
www.thegeorgeanne.com

