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SPORTS 

Covering the campus like a swarm of gnats 

Lady Eagles improve in loss to SoCon-leading Mocs 
Page 6 

www.stp.georgiasouthern.edu 

NEWS 
Dominant social 
issues could 
prove to be a 
challenge to all 
candidates 

Ricin found 
' in U.S. Senate 
. building 
, White House says it 

also received the toxin 

KRT Campus 

Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist speaks 
at a briefing for reporters about the clo- 
sure of the three Senate Office Buildings 
dueto a ricin poison scare atthe US Capi- 
tol building in Washington, DC. 

By Seth Borenstein and Sumana Chatterjee 
KRT Campus 

WASHINGTON - As investigators 
tried to hunt down the source of the toxin 
ricin that was found in a Senate leaders 
mailroom Monday, officials acknowledged 
Tuesday that the poison also was mailed to 
the White House late last year. 

The disclosures mean that the FBI and 
others are investigating whether a string of 
incidents in which ricin was discovered in 
the United States and abroad means that 
bioterrorists were using the U.S. mail to 
distribute a lethal poison. 

Capitol Police confirmed Tuesday that 
the white powdery substance found in the 
mail of Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, 
R-Tenn., was ricin, a toxin derived from 
the castor bean used or made by al-Qaida 
and domestic terrorists. 

The confirmation was followed by the 
governments disclosure that ricin also was 
found in mail bound for the White House 
in November 2003. 

According to a senior law enforce- 
ment official, the FBI is trying to deter- 
mine whether the ricin in Washington is 
related to the vial of ricin found in October 
at a Greenville, S.C, postal facility. The FBI 
has posted a $100,000 reward for infor- 
mation in that case. An accompanying 
letter protested a new trucking law that 

See Ricin, Page 8 

Technology fee 
may double 
next year 
Student Technology Fee 
Committee deems state 
funding Inadequate' 

GSU Athletic Media Relations 
Kordel Gibson keyed a 17-6 run to open the sec- 

ond half as Georgia Southern defeated Appalachian 
State81-77inSouthernConferencemen'sbasketball 
action Monday night at the Holmes Center. 

The win was Georgia Southerns 13-straight vic- 
tory, the fifth-longest winning streak in schoolhistory 
and the sixth-longest active streak in the nation. The 
triumph was also Georgia Southerns 17th of the year, 
the most in a single season under fifth-year head 
coach Jeff Price and the most by an Eagle program 
in a season since winning 19 in 1992-1993. 

With the game tied at 34-34 coming out of 
intermission, Frank Bennett opened the scoring 
with a pair of free throws-before Gibson added on 
a jumper and a three-point play to give the Eagles 
(17-3,8-1) a 41-35 advantage. Sean Olivier followed 
with a tip-in off a Prentice Mobley missed three- 
pointer to give GSU an eight-point cushion only to 
have the Mountaineers' Derek Thomas score on a 
layup and a free throw to cut the Georgia Southern 
advantage to 43-38. 

Mobley and Bennett added layups on the next 
two Eagle possessions before Gibson drained a three 
from the right corner for a 41-34 Georgia Southern 
lead with 13:30 to go. 

The two teams traded baskets over the next five 
minutes of play, with the Eagle lead reaching as high 
as 14 on three occasions, before Appalachian State 
(8-14,3-6) began its comeback. 

Trailing 66-52 with 8:38 to go,ASU held the Eagles * 
without a basket for the next 4:31 of the game to cut 
its deficit to 70-65. Thomas keyed the Mountaineer 
run as he contributed eight points while Noah Brown 
finished the spurt with a three from the top of the key 
with 4:07 to go to narrow GSU s lead to 70-65. 

See Basketball, Page 6 
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Computer labs all over campus like the 
one from the IT Building pictured above 
could become updated if an increase in 
the tech fee is approved by the Board of 
Regents. 

By Rhonda McLeod 
mazzyl 9@hotmail.com 

Student technology fees may double in 
the coming year. 

The Student Technology Fee Commit- 
tee (STFC) met last November to propose 
an increase of the tech fee from $38 to 
$75. According to Diana Cone, acting as- 
sociate vice president of academic affairs, 
the STFC deems the increase necessary 
"so GSU can remain on the cutting edge, 
technologically." 

The revenues from the technology fee are 
used to improve the quality and availability 
of technological resources for the students. 
This is cash that pays for everything from the 
licensing of software to the ink cartridges 
for the computers in the Henderson Library. 
The STFC says "the fee is needed because 
the state-allocated equipment funds are 
inadequate to meet the technology needs 
of the students." The STFC disperses funds 
from the tech fee to benefit as many students 
as possible. 

Each year the STFC, comprised of stu- 
dents, faculty and staff, accepts fee requests 
from programs and departments. Due to 
the rise in the number of these requests 
the STFC has submitted a proposal to the 
Board of Regents for the tech fee increase. 

See Tech Fee, Page 8 

The Power of Green Cheese 
Helium-3 could one day power missions in space - and your microwave 

By Scott Corwin 
sdcorwin2@hotmaii.com 

Helium, a long-time staple for clowns and 
birthday balloons, may keep the world's energy 
needs afloat if we look towards the moon. ,,. 

Significant quantities of helium-3 (He3), 
which is a stable and lighter isotope of helium, 
have been discovered in moon rocks brought 
back from lunar missions. Due to our protective 
atmosphere, He3 is rare on Earth. But solar winds 
have no trouble depositing it on the moon. 

According to scientists, it could be theperfeet 

fuel due to its environment-friendly nature and 
extreme output - approximately one million 
times more than coal. 

If it were to replace fossil fuels as a primary 
energy source, it would become a nonpolluting 
alternative with practically no radioactive side 
effect. 

Filling a space shuttle to capacity with it could 
power the U.S. for a year, and the moon's supply 
could keep the world running until the New Year's 
ball drops in year 12004. 

The short-term prospects for any transition 

to a helium-powered society will depend on an 
infrastructure to support He3. The process would 
rely on a fusion-capable reactor, but this technol- 
ogy is still far from perfect. 

"A fusion reaction is difficult to contain," said 
Jim Jones, the operations training instructor at a 
Wisconsin-basednuclearpowerplant. Currently, 
fission-based nuclear plants account for about 15 
percent of the U.S.'spower,but Jones predicts that 
if fusion power became a reality, it would likely 

See Helium, Page 8 

Changes to Library access to begin this week 
Special to the G-A 

A pre-construction project for 
the Library Will begin on Thursday, 
February 5. 

Beginning with that project, access 
to the Library's main entrance will be 
via the porch on the side toward the 
Carroll Building. Access to the porch 
on the Blue Building side will not be 
available after February 4. 

The bonds to fund the Library 
expansion/renovation project have been 
sold. The bid date for the project is Feb- 
ruary 24. If plans proceed as expected, 
construction will begin in March. 
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Only in America 

■ One Pennsylvania police dog is 

accused of racial profiling -again 

■ Colorado woman learns to drive a 

runaway car 

■ Five births/two babies each in 

Florida 

a Page 3 

Opinions 

> Luke Hearn redefines evolution 

• Amanda Permenter is disatisfied 

with robotic customer service 

m Page 4 

Sports 

• Men's tennis remains winless 

after loss at Georgia State 

• Investigation launched into 

charges of using sex to recruit 

players at Colorado 

• Greg Norman speaks out 
against women on men's tour 
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Police 
■-■ ■ ■,,..,,, - 

01-30-2004 
• A computer monitor was taken 

from the Russell Union. 
• AtextbookandaDVD weretaken 

from Southern Courtyard. 
• A wallet was taken from Veazey 

Hall. 

01-31-2004 

• John Robert Gordon, 24, of 
Maderia Court, Statesboro, was 
charged with public drunkenness 
and disorderly conduct. 

• Officers issued one traffic warn- 
ing. 

02-01-2004 
• Christopher Marshall Hord, 18, 

of Olliff Hall, was charged with 
theft by taking and carrying a 
concealed weapon. 

• Officers issued three traffic 
warnings. 

-All Police Beat information 
compliled by Luke Hearn and Te- 
resa Southern, 

February 4 
• First Wednesday Coffee House 
7 p.m. 
Russell Union Commons 

This monthly event will feature 
a Harlem Renaissance theme, the 
movie "Fighting Temptations," and 
Poetry Slam. It will also include a 
Black Inventions Black Art Exhibit, 
and casino games. 

• Humanities Forum 
4 p.m. 
Russell Union Room 2041 
The Humanities Forum begins its 

spring semester schedule of events 
with Michelle Haberland, assistant 
professor of History, presenting '"It 
Takes a Special Kind of Woman to 
Work Up There:' Race, Gender and 
the Impact of Vanity Fair on Southern 
Alabama, 1937-2001." 

• Summer and Fall Advisement 
8 a.m. 
Academic Advisement Center in 
Williams Center 
All undeclared, pre-communica- 

tion arts, justice studies, psycology 
and political science majors under 
45 hours can scedule advisement 

appointments from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Students may make appointments 
from today through March 10. This 
must be done to recieve a Registra- 
tion Access Number (RAN) to begin 
registering for classes on WINGS on 
February 23. 

• Networking for Success 
3 p.m. 
Career Resource Center in Wil- 
liams Center 
This is one of the Career Resourse 

Center's events to help students assess 
fheir skills, find their path and build 
their future. 

February 5 
• Bulloch County Eagle Club 
rallies 

6:30 p.m.   Wiggins Baseball 
Complex 
The Office of Alumni Relations will 

sponsor a Bulloch County Eagle Club 
baseball pre-season rally. Guests will 
enjoy a great meal and hear Coach 
Rodney Hennon's outlook for 
the 2004 baseball season. At 5 
p.m. guests can watch the team 

practice. The cost of the cookout 
is $7.50 per person. Tickets may 
be purchased by calling Alumni 
Relations at 681-5691. 

February 6 
• Student Success Conference 
8 a.m. 
Nessmith-Lane Building 
This event is to promote the suc- 

cess of students in their post-second- 
ary English composition courses. The 
conference welcomes writing teachers 
from two and four-year colleges, tech- 
nical schools andhigh school students, 
as well as undergraduate and graduate 
students. 

February 7 
• CLASS Masquerade Ball 
7 p.m. Russell Union Ballroom 
The College of Liberal Arts and 

Social Sciences (CLASS) will host its 
first Masquerade Ball.The theme of the 
evening is "Carnevale." This event is a 
fundraiser for CLASS and will feature 
a silent auction. 

Dems pitch more 
ethics accusations at 
state GOP 

Camoiis 
■ 

Humanities Forum to begin today 
Special to the G-A 

The Humanities Forum begins its 
spring semester schedule of events 
on Wednesday, Feb. 4, at 4 p.m., in 
Russell Union Room 2041. 

The event will feature Michelle 
Haberland, assistant professor of 
history, presenting"'It Takes a Special 
Kind of Women to Work Up There': 
Race, Gender and the Impact of 
Vanity Fair on Southern Alabama, 
1937-2001." 

On Thursday, Feb. 19,at4p.m.,in 
Russell Union Room 2080, Tomasz 
Warchol, associate professor in the 
Department of Literature and Phi- 
losophy, will speak on"HowCoppola 
Destroyed Dracula." 

Coppola's"Bram Stoker's Dracula" 

will be shown Monday, Feb. 9, at 7:15 
p.m. in the Russell Union Theater as 
part of the Cinema Arts Program. 
Admission to the film is $2. 

Gautam Kundu, associate 
professor in the Department of 
Literature and Philosophy, will 
present "Writing Subversion: The 
Achievements of Edward Said 
and J.M. Coetzee" on Wednesday, 
March 31, at 4 p.m. in Russell Union 
Room 2042. 

Panelists include Kundu, Rebec- 
ca Kennedy, part-time instructor in 
the Department of Communication 
Arts, and David Robinson, profes- 
sor in the Department of Literature 
and Philosophy. 

Corrections 
• According to an article in last 

Thursday's paper concerning the 
College of Business Administration 
(COBA), it was stated that a 2.5 GPA 
is required to be accepted into the 
college. However, a 2.5 GPA is only 
required in the 10 pre-business classes, 
with the change taking affect in the 
fall of 2004. 

• It was also stated that COBA is 
not allowing the grade of a D to be 
considered as apassing grade and that 
student's with D's in prior and future 
business classes will have to retake the 
classes for credit. It was actually sup- 
posed to read that D's are no longer a 
passing grade for students seeking a 
Bachelor of Business Degree (BBA). 
This change will also take affect in 
the fall of 2004. 

Special Photo 

ATLANTA - The sniping over eth- 
ics violations at the Capitol continued 
Monday when a top state Democrat 
accused the Senate Republican Leader 
of hiding financial disclosure informa- 
tion required by law. 

Bobby Kahn, interim head of the 
Georgia Democratic party, called on 
Sen. Bill Stephens of Canton to release 
documents proving that he didn't give 
himself an illegal loan out of campaign 
funds in the last election. 

The State Ethics Commission has 
already investigated and exonerated 
Stephens, but Kahn said Monday 
that Stephens should make all the 
documents public, especially because 
Stephens is pushing for an ethics re- 
form bill endorsed by Republican Gov. 
Sonny Perdue. 

Kahn has already accused Perdue 
of ethical shenanigans relating to his 
use of state aircraft, and Stephens 
said Kahn is simply throwing mud 
at Republicans. 

Groundhog says early 
Spring for Georgia 

nosticator, Gen. Beauregard Lee, was 
tempted with high-protein treats 
Monday as he emerged from his min- 
iature plantation home and predicted 
an early spring - the forecast called for 
when Lee doesn't see his shadow on 
Groundhog Day. 

Handlers laid out Atkins-approved 
chicken and cheesy eggs at sunrise to 
draw Lee from his Lilburn home at 
a game ranch. For the 14-year-old 
groundhog, grown so pudgy the door 
to his shed has been widened at least 
once, the days of steaming Southern 
yams and Waffle House hash browns 
are over. 

Under drizzling rain and gray 
skies, Lee came out of his house just 
after 7:30 a.m., sniffed woodchips on 
the ground a little bit and didn't see 
his shadow. 

The general's prediction conflicted 
with the more famous Punxsutawney 
Phil of Pennsylvania, who saw his 
shadow on the chilly Groundhog 
Day morning and predicted six more 
weeks of winter. 

Georgia seldom sees six weeks of 
cold weather after Groundhog Day. 
Records show that the mean tem- 
perature rises by at least five degrees 
around the state from the beginning of 
February to the end. Daylight increases 
by nearly an hour during the same pe- 
riod. The average date of the last freeze 
in north Georgia is March 23. 

Death toll in Iraqi 
blasts climbs above 
100 

Special Photo 

LILBURN, Ga. - If it seems like 
everyone is trying a low-carb diet, it's 
because they are. Even groundhogs. 

Georgia's pudgy weather prog- 

Special Photo 

NEW YORK - To those classic 
lines, "Give me your tired, your poor, 
your huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free," add another: "Give me 
your money." 

More than two years after terrorists 
attacked the United States, the statue 
is the only national monument still 
closed to visitors, and government 
officials say they don't know when 
it will reopen. 

The complexity of designing new 
entrances and exits to the statue and 
the need to raise $5 million to pay 
for the changes have held up the 
reopening. 

Officials of the National Park Ser- 
vice and the foundation are reluctant 
to discuss specifics, but they say the 
statue, with only one way in and out, 
simply could not evacuate visitors 
quickly enough if a terrorist attacked 
or some other disaster struck. 

Visitors cannot go in the statue, but 
they can walk around it on Liberty 
Island and visit nearby Ellis Island on 
the same ferry ride. 

Since Sept. 11, 2001, the number 
of visitors to the Statue has shrunk 
40 percent. 

A 
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Saturday and 
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Available. 

Limited Time Oder. 

- All News Briefs compiled 
from wire reports by Luke Hearn 
and Teresa Southern. 
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KRT Campus 

IRBIL, Iraq-The death toll from a 
pair of suicide bombings in the offices 
of two Kurdish political parties rose to 
at least 110 on Monday as politicians 
began to debate whether the violence 
would further unravel U.S. plans for 
a unified Iraq. 

Workers washed blood and body 
parts from the floors and ceilings of the 
rooms where the explosions occurred 
in the middle of holiday receptions 
Sunday with dozens of Kurdish politi- 
cal figures and their followers. 

Interviews with administrators 
at three of the city's five hospitals 
indicated that 110 people were 
confirmed dead and more than 200 
were injured. 

The Miscellany 
needs your 

submissions! 

The Miscellany is Georgia Southern's 

magazine of the arts and literature. We 

are looking for submissions in fiction, 

creative non-fiction, and creative essay, 

up to 1500 words, in poetry or prose- 

poetry of any length, and in the visual 

arts of any medium, such as drawing, 

painting, photography, graphic design, 

sculpture, etc. Submissions must be 

received in electronic form, along with a 

printed copy. Submission packets, which 

include a cover sheet and submission 

guidelines, can be picked up at the 

Miscellany office,Williams Center 2009. 

Submissions can be sent to Jerome 

Powell, P.O. Box 8001, or emailed to 

miscmag@gasou.edu. 

> 

1 

1 
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The explosions, almost certainly 
the deadliest in postwar Iraq, came as 
IraqiandU.S.officialsinBaghdadare 
trying to meet a Feb. 28 deadline to 
hammer out a law to guide the forma- 
tion of an interim government. 

The bombings came on the Mus- 
lim holiday Eid al Adha, the Feast of 
the Sacrifice, which commemorates 
Abraham's willingness to obey God      * 
by sacrificing his son. 

Statue of Liberty 
needs $5 million 
security upgrades to 
reopen 
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o Minnesota 

Fish survives freak 
, fire 

EAGAN- There's nothing fishy 
about the tale of Dory. 

Teacher Linda Krienke said a 
fire broke out on a desktop in her 
classroom around 1 a.m. Saturday, 

* causing enough smoke to set off the 
alarm at Trinity Lone Oak Lutheran 
School. But when firefighters ar- 

* rived, they found only glowing 
embers on the desk. 

The heat had caused a fish bowl 
9 on the desk to explode, and the water 

put out the fire, Krienke said. One of 
the firefighters spotted the fish, Dory, 
alive on the floor and hollered for a 
glass of water. 

"She's a Beta, so they're used 
to breathing air," Krienke said. 

* "They're a Chinese fish and if 
they're in China they just live in 
puddles. If one dries up, they flop 

e to the next one." 
The students are excited about the 

fish, she said, and each has written 
a a story about the fire from Dory's 

point of view. 
The fire damaged Krienke's 

classroom and the room next door, 
and the classes have been relocated 
while the damage is repaired. And 
Dory is swimming around in a new 
bowl, "Happy as can be. I suppose 
she's thankful to be alive," Krienke 
said. 

o Wisconsin 

Eighty-three year old 
man becomes oldest 
to bowl 800 series 

* GREEN BAY- Fran Lasee is 83, 
but the numbers are on his side. 

Lasee threw 30 of a possible 36 
, strikes to become the oldest man in 

the United States to bowl an 800- 
plus series. 

He bowled an 834 in the Aurora 
BayCare Senior Classic at Willow 
Creek Lanes last week. Lasee, who 
turned 83 on Dec. 18, bowled three 

'games of 279, 290 and265. 
According to the latest American 

Bowling Congress records, the left- 
» handed bowler beat three 77-years- 

olds for the record. 
Lasee had a restless night after 

_ the games last week. 
"It was all the excitement. Some- 

thing like that you have a hard time 
letting go so you can sleep," he said 
with a smile. 

But Lasee's used to high-scoring 
games. He bowled two other 800-plus 

* series in 1984 and 1992. 
He's also bowled a 700 in each 

of the last six decades, with his first 
* on April 1,1958, according to Green 

Bay Bowling Associationrecords. He 
also had several in the 1940s in open 

* bowling before the association started 
keeping records. He was elected to the 
GBBA Hall of Fame in 1979. 

,      Despite his age, the retired stone- 
cutter bowls four times a week and 
averages more than 200 each time. 

"As long as I bowl well, as long 

as I don't go down to 170 or a 160 
average, I will continue to bowl," 
he said. 

o Missouri 

'Clown Bandit' 
creates a comedy of 

errors 
CLAYTON- Police in the St. 

Louis area are calling it the case of 
the "Clown Bandit." 

Aman created a comedy of errors 
as he broke into a liquor store earlier 
this week. 

The crook was seen on surveil- 
lance video stealing booze. But just 
off camera, he slammed face first 
into a door. Then he lost his bal- 
ance, slipped and fell. 

He also grabbed some cigarettes 
and a magazine, police said, and 
bagged his own goods. But he 
couldn't get out the window where 
he came in so he threw all of the 
stolen items out the window. The 
liquor bottles then broke. 

The man went away empty- 
handed, police say. The stolen goods 
were valued at $30. 

Ardolino and her friends waited 
three hours for police to show up. 
They were frightened when they 
spotted two men walking in their 
direction, so they drove around 
the block. 

When they returned a few minutes 
later, the Jeep was gone. 

"It's unfortunate, and it's certainly 
not a scenario that happens very 
often," police spokesman Capt. 
Marlon Defillo said. "We understand 
the inconvenience. In this case, a 
double inconvenience." 

o Flordia 

o Lousiana 

Stolen car disappears 
again 

NEW ORLEANS - A Tulane 
University student's sport utility 
vehicle was stolen twice in three 
days, once while she waited for 
police to arrive so she could fill out 
a report. 

"I was crying because my car was 
gone, but eventually I had to laugh 
because it was all so unbelievable," 
said Maggie Ardolino, a senior. 

Ardolino and five friends left 
a restaurant on Jan. 17 and found 
that her 1998 Jeep Cherokee was 
gone. She called police to report 
the theft. 

Three days later, aTulane security 
officer called Ardolino and said her 
car had been found in the parking lot 
of a furniture store far from campus. 
The store's manager had notified Tu- 
lane after noticing the Jeep's parking 
sticker, Ardolino said. 

"I thought I was pretty lucky," she 
said. "It was like a miracle." 

Ardolino found her Jeep next to a 
loading dock at the store. The front 
end was wrecked, the interior had 
been ransacked and the CD player 
was gone. 

Man reports stolen 
marijuana, but not 

how much 

KEY WEST - A tourist from 
New York called police to report 
that several items were stolen from 
his hotel room, but didn't want to tell 
officers just how much high quality 
Bahamian marijuana was taken. 

The 33-year-old man, who told 
police he's an investment banker, 
filed the report early Monday morn- 
ing, said Key West police. He was not 
charged because no marijuana was 
found, police spokeswoman Cynthia 
Edwards said Tuesday. 

He also claimed $50 and a watch 
were also stolen, but declined to tell 
police the amount or worth of the 
allegedly missing marijuana. 

"I only want to report the watch, 
not the money or the weed, because 
I don't want to tell you how much 
weed there was," the man was quoted 
in the police report. 

The man's story to police fluctu- 
ated wildly: He first said the watch 
was worth $1,800, then $30,000, 
then $3,000. He also said a $20,000 
Rolex was left in an in-room vault 
at the hotel. 

o NewYork 

Inbox detritus 
becomes art in spam 

exhibit 

NEW YORK - How do I spam 
thee? Let me count the ways. 

Instead of just cursing the steady 
assault of e-mail in their inboxes, 
some artists have put unsolicited e- 
mail on parade. They've even found 
poetry in it. 

aPK 

TWO LOCATIONS 

Statesboro Mall      Main Street Village 
764-6924 871-4962 

Co) 

Wednesday, February 18 
0:30am - 2:00pm 

Russell Union Commons 
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"Reimagining the Ordovician 
Gothic: Fossils from the Golden Age 
of Spam" considers how future histo- 
rians might see us if the only window 
into our culture they had was a vast 
collection of junk e-mail. 

A classification scheme, true to 
the paleontological theme, divides 
spam into such categories as Real 
Estate, Urgent Messages, Work at 
Home, Goods and Personal Ap- 
pearance. 

The three 25-year-old artists 
scrawled excerpts from e-mails 
graffiti-style over an entire stairwell 
and filled suitcases with the goods 
advertised in spam to represent the 
medium's empty promises. Dietpills 
and house blueprints both feature 
prominently. 

"Spam is something an enormous 
number of people end up having in 
common," said Daniel Greenfeld, 
who created the show along with 
fellow artists Mike Rosenthal and 
Jesse Jarnow. "My father under- 
stands very little about computers, 
but he understands what it is to get 
spam. He understands what it is to be 

annoyed by this onslaught." 
In the exhibit, scientific-looking 

flow charts show how spammers 
employ various "cloaking schemes" 
including personalization, narrative 
and robotic humanity. 

But just as today's paleontologists 
are likely to err when trying to recre- 
ate the real Ordovician period, which 
ended about 443 million years ago, 
many of the exhibit's conclusions 
are wrong. 

As one plaque reads: "Little is 
known of the physiology of the 
Ordovician body, but the outward 
appearance was greatly enhanced 
by drugs which shaped one to look 
more like those celebrated in Ordovi- 
cian PORNOGRAPHY. These pills 
occasionally took the form of patches 
and other accessories. It is believed 
that, for a time, these patches took on 
significance as ultimately ceremonial 
jewelry." 

Like all good curators, the art- 
ists also employ dioramas. In some, 
dangling photos represent the Third 
World scammers who profess to need 
us so urgently. 

You can then pick up a phone to 
hear a grainy voice plead with you 
personally as a "God fearing person" 
to help keep a recently found sum of 
$25 million from being repossessed 
by the Nigerian government. 

Installations in the show pay 
homage both to the solicitors and 
the unwilling receivers of spam. 

A wall of testimonials to the ef- 
fectiveness of spam ("MASS EMAIL 
WORKS") faces a wall of confused 
and frustrated recipients, including 
one from 1982 in which the writer 
doesn't seem to know what do with 
this new phenomenon, much less 
what to call it. 

"There was an early age of this 
stuff, when people were really get- 
ting these e-mails for the first time," 
said Rosenthal. "There's this losing 
of digital innocence. Once everyone 
is cynical about this, once there are 
no more grandmothers who are going 
to believe all the things that they are 
getting in their inboxes, what hap- 
pens then?" 

Maybe that's when spam truly 
becomes history. 
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Our Opinion 
Suffrage prevents 
future suffering 

Almost every TV station, radio station, and Web site that carries 
some form of news is talking about the Presidential Primaries that 
so many disregard as boring, political talk. 

However, at a slightly closer examination, one will find that all the 
supposed hoop-la that is mentioned along with these stories actually 
matters. 

We're in an election year, with one race being for that of the highest 
political position in the nation, and, arguably, the entire world. The 
person who fills this position, be it the incumbent or someone new, 
will have an incredibly full plate come January 20,2005. 

Right now,budget deficits are at record lows, with cuts ranging across 
the board. There is also an issue of morality to deal with as some at 
the top feel that it is their job to tell Americans who they should love 
and how they should behave in their own bedrooms. 

And, of course, there's the issue of war that is also unresolved, 
unorganized, and undeniably uncalled for, which isn't helping mat- 
ters at all. 

This country is headed into a time that needs a competent leader; 
one who can talk the talk while also walking the walk. 

Georgia's presidential primaries take place Tuesday, March 2. For 
more information about how to vote, visit the Secretary of States 
voter information website at http://www.sos.state.ga. us/elections/info/ 
voter_info_2003. htm. 

Over the next few months, it is very important that we all pay close 
attention to those participating in the primaries and how they feel 
on the important issues. It is imperative that, when it comes time to 
cast your vote, you do so. 

And do it for the person you feel will be the best to lead this great 
nation into the future with the integrity of the good old days. 
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LETTER AND SUBMISSION POLICY 

The George-Anne welcomes letters to the editor, story submissions and guest columns 
from people both inside and outside the GSU community. All copy submitted should be 
typed, preferably via email or onMacintosh disk in Microsoft Word format. All submissions 
must be signed and include a mailing address and phone number for verification. The 
editors reserve the right to reject any submission. There is no word limit on submissions. A 
writer may request to remain anonymous. However, it will be the editor's decision whether 
or not to print the name. Submissions are run on a space-available basis. 
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Mechanized merchandizing 
trend needs major modification 

Okay, I'll admit it. 
In the past week, I've used the self-check-out 

line twice, just so my cell phone conversation 
need not be interrupted long enough to stop and 
speak to a cashier between the toilet paper aisle 
and the Wal-Mart parking lot. 

As if it isn't shameful enough that I patronized 
the evil empire more than once last week, then I 
proceeded to perpetuate the very monopolization 
of people, space, money and time represented by 
these giant, rectangular bruises that have begun 
to surface on the once-barren landscape of every 
town, city and metropolis in America. 

And, yet, I have an awestruck sort of respect 
for Wal-Mart. It's eerily similar to the fear-of-God 
feelings my vacation Bible school leaders once 
stirred in my vulnerable little eight-year-old 
mind. In much the same way that I fear my PC 
will suddenly send sharp shards up through my 
fingertips if I type something blasphemous about 
Microsoft, I worry my tires will, as punishment 
for my hypocrisy, go flat next time I drive the 
Wal-Mart way. 

Its a dilemma, to be sure. One can't not shop 
there these days, and especially not in Statesboro. 
Unless you're out in search of a burger, well drinks, 
or hooka smoking, they roll up the streets around 
sundown. A few late classes are still in session 
when most retail stores close, and the 24-hour 
grocery-only store simply doesn't have the DVD 

you've finally gotten up the courage to give up 
three days of lunch for. 

So, we can consign to consume there. But 
something simply must be done about the 
mechanical mutiny. 

After trekking to the store to have reprints 
made, and learning (to my sheer delight) that I 
could do so on a little copying machine that works 
just like my photo editing programs here at the 
newsroom (and spits out prints in seconds), I took 
my purchases to the checkout center. Gabbing all 
the way from the self-print-maker to the self- 
checker in a manner that should've self-annoyed 
me, I self-scanned, self-bagged and self-bought 
myself some stuff. 

It wasn't until I passed a rather unenthusias- 
tic people greeter at the exit that I realized how 
devoid of true human contact my shopping 
experience had been. 

Not only that, but the echo of the automated 
voices' most common phrase rang in my ears. 

"Please wait." 
The ultimate shame and irony sunk in when 

I realized that, polite though they may be pro- 
grammed to seem.these computerized customer 
service representatives can't care about me. In 
fact, I had just spent the better part of the hour 
being fussed at by them. 

The one at the photo desk chided me to make 
sure I read the copyright agreement before scan- 

Amanda Permenter 
editor-in-chief 

See Permenter, page 5 

Change is good, evolution is better 
What is evolution, exactly? 
If you've looked at the news lately, it seems 

that the real definition is hinged on what some 
so-called Georgia state school superintendent is 
trying to re-create it to be. 

I remember as a child hearing the word'evolu- 
tion and thinking it something bad. I guess at 
some point in my young life I had been told that 
it was evil, un-Godly maybe.. .probably by the 
Southern Baptist baby-sitter that I went to.. .but 
that's a whole different editorial. 

Anyway, once I actually was able to learn and 
think for myself, I realized that the word wasn't 
so bad after all. 

Evolution was and is nothing more than the 
word used to describe how things change. While 
many Bible-beating Christians see it as the dis- 
course of Satan in his pursuits to taint the world 
and rid it of good, the sane thinkers see it as a 
logical explanation for many earthly processes. 

Sure, it can be used to show how the human 
race has changed over time (and maybe even 
- gasp! - from the gorilla), but it can also be 
used to describe why my English paper changed 
from a certain aspect to another: "My research 
on said topic led the thesis of my paper to evolve 

to look more at plot instead of setting." See how 
easy that was, said plainly with no intentions to 
undermine the mainstream thoughts of the many 
who are scared that the word "evolution" will cause 
their children harm? 

At any rate, there are a lot of things to worry 
about in this state that take much precedence 
over one freakin word. 

Right now the education system in Georgia is 
under budget cuts, and the sacred HOPE Scholar- 
ship is also in financial trouble. But then again, 
who cares if kids are having a good education or 
are going to college or not? At least they can work 
their job at the quickie-mart in peace, knowing 
that the idea of "evolution" wasn't made manifest 
in their brains, causing them to go against every 
moral lesson they ever learned! 

So here's to you, Ms. Cox: Please do your 
damned job; worry about things that really 
matter, and not about one word that explains a 
natural process, one that is proven to be fact. Let 
parents guide their children in how they perceive 
ideas while you return to figuring out the teacher 
shortage. 

Luke Hearn is a news editor at The George-Anne, and 
can be reached atganewsed@georgiasouthern.edu. 

Luke Hearn 
news editor 

Today around the world 

Sri Lanka: Independence Day (1948) 
Angola: Outbreak of Fighting Against 
Portugese 

Today in history 
On this day in 1991, The Baseball Hall of Fame's board of 
directors voted 12-0 to bar Pete Rose. 

On this day in 1941, The United Service Organization (USO) 
was founded. 
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'Teflon Tony Blair remains resolute, bounces back again 
The following editorial appeared in the 

Chicago Tribune on Saturday, Jan. 31: 

"Flipping unbelievable." 
That's how opposition lawmaker Boris 

Johnson described the latest escape from near 
political disaster for British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair. Johnson did not mean it as a term 
of endearment. 

Blair survived one of the toughest weeks 
of his political career, and for that the United 
States should be glad. 

Blair has been a resolute ally of this country, 
risking scorn from other European nations and 
from many of his own citizens for his support 

of the coalition-led war in Iraq. 
Last week he stood firm against a fero- 

cious parliamentary backlash and muscled 
enough votes to pass a controversial educa- 
tion bill that will increase fees for university 
students. Hours after that victory, Blair was 
exonerated in an independent inquiry into 
whether Blair's office intentionally provided 
misleading information about the extent of 
Iraq's weapons capacity. 

A British Broadcasting Co. report last year 
charged that Blair's administration "sexed up" 
the intelligence to persuade a skeptical public 
to partner in the American-led invasion of 
Iraq. In the ensuing battle between the BBC 

and Blair, scientist David Kelly emerged as the 
report's source. Kelly committed suicide as the 
controversy raged. 

Blair took the BBC head on, publicly 
denouncing Britain's media icon, and testify- 
ing for hours before Lord Brian Hutton, the 
judge conducting the investigation. In his 
report Hutton blasted the BBC for shoddy 
journalism, absolved 10 Downing Street of 
wrongdoing in Kelly's death and concluded 
that Blair's office acted consistent with the 
information it received from British intel- 
ligence at the time. 

Either a parliamentary defeat or a Hutton 
rebuff could have spelled the collapse of Blair's 

government. Political opponents are pining 
for his demise and some pundits predicted 
it. Instead it was the BBC's top executives 
who resigned. 

Still, many in the news media and the politi- 
cal opposition were left wanting Blair's hide. 
British newspapers were largely unimpressed 
by Blair's victories and termed the investiga- 
tion a "whitewash." 

"Teflon Tony," the tabloids call Blair, be- 
cause he keeps surviving crisis after crisis. 

Public confidence in Blair remains low. But 
Blair continues to do what he thinks is right, 
regardless of the consequences. He joined the 
Iraq war effort when so many Britons op- 

posed it. He paid a hefty political price: three 
members of his Cabinet resigned in protest 
and relations with European neighbors who 
opposed the war have yet to thaw. 

Blair remains resolute in keeping a large 
British military presence in southern Iraq, 
even though the move has little public back- 
ing at home. 

Supporting an unpopular war and raising 
fees for college students hardly are ways to 
curry public favor. Blair has staked his career 
on the belief that both actions were right. At 
the end of the day, when Blair pops open that 
half-pint of Black Sheep Ale for relaxation, he 
can toast to a job well done. 
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What to do if 
MyDoom got you 

By James Coates 
KRT Campus 

Q. Heythisso-calledMyDoom 
worm got me today. A co-worker 
- or so I thought - sent me an 
e-mail with an attached note. As 
I usually do from this co-worker, 
I opened it. Now my friends are 
blaming me for spreading this 
worm to their computers and 
my computer is running very 
slowly. Now what? 

A. You're not alone. Computer 
experts worked feverishly last 
Tuesday to counter the MyDoom 
attack. Their best nugget of advice: 
If your mother sends you an e-mail 
with an attachment that says she 
loves you, don't open it. 

Fecklesslyopeningthesee-mail 
attachments can awaken a binary 
beast. This monster ruthlessly 
looks about the host computer, 
finds the owner's e-mail address 
book and fires off a copy of the 
beast to all those listed. 

So the question now becomes, 
how do you outwit the worm? 

Unfortunately, the MyDoom 
fixes are particularly difficult 
because this worm gets very deep 
into the Windows System Registry 
and makes dangerous changes to 
certain key files. It's better to look 
for outside help than to try and 
make the fix yourself. 

If you've been slimed, head to 
the antivirus Web sites posted by 
experts like Network Associates 
(www.mcafee.com), Symantec 
(www.symantec.com) and 
Panda Software (www.pandasof 
tware.com). 

The biggest clue to MyDoom 
is that infected e-mail messages 
are 22.5 kilobytes long. Most e- 
mail software shows the size of 
attachments. 

Furthermore, MyDoom out- 
smarts earlier worms by constantly 
rewriting the e-mail messages it 
generates. That means there is 
no one subject line or text to 
warn people that the worm is 
attached. 

If you're not a victim this time, 
be assured that you remain a target 
for the next go-around. So never 
forget: Worms can't bite unless 
you open an attachment - and 
that includes attachments from 
those you trust. 

PERMENTER, FROM PAGE 4  
ning my images. Then it indifferently reminded me not to forget my original 
photo beneath the scanner cover. It asked for my patience kindly enough, but it 
boasted about its many capabilities an awful lot while it processed my order. 

To its credit, however, it pretended far greater concern for my personal 
satisfaction than did the self-checkout machine. That machine gets downright 
bitchy. 

. At the self-checkout machine, don't try bagging anything that might weigh 
more than one pound, be frozen, have an irregular shape, have the potential 
to condensate, or might otherwise give you a good reason not to want to carry 
it any longer. The machine will promptly instruct you to remove such items 
from the bagging area. 

If you have already paid for something at another department in the 
store, and that purchase is already in a bag, don't try to do the logical thing 
and consolidate it into the other bags you now have in the bagging area. The 
machine will reprimand you quite publicly, and its demand that you remove 
"unscanned items" from the bagging area will make you feel like a thief, even 
if you aren't one. 

I can't rightfully complain about Wal-Mart itself. In point of fact, I have 
family a few miles from Bentonville, and my car sports Arkansas plates. The 
royal Walton family, in conjunction with Tyson chicken, is probably keeping 
the entire economy of that area afloat. 

I can, however, dislike the distinctly inhuman direction in which the com- 
pany is taking its service techniques. And I can't help v ondering if the original 
Walton would even agree with me. 

Sorry, Sam. 
Amanda Permenter is the editor-in-chief of The George-Anne, and can be 

reached at gaeditor@georgiasouthern. edu. , 
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$20 - One Month Unlimited 

Enjoy a GREAT tan while using 
our cool, clean, sanitized beds 

and listening to your favorite CDs. 

"Home of the Bfe Shoe Chair11 
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Specialty <2i{ti 
• Purses • Swimsuits • Greek Items 

10% 077 

FREE TAN WEEKEND! 
January 16 -18 

Sexual Responsibility Week 
Is February 8-14 

free Give AW«ys! 

Candy 
Condom Roses 

Condoms 

Monday, February 9,2004 
STD? Who? Not Me!!! 
10am-lpm 
Russell Union Commons 

Wednesday, February 11,2004 
Alcohol and Sex: 
Do they Mix? 
10am-lpm 
Russell Union Commons 

Thursday, February 12,2004 
Safer Sex What's That? 
10am-lpm 
Russell Union Stage 

Sponsored by the 
Office of Health Education and Promotion 

Located on the right hand side of Health Services 
912-871-1732 or email us at healthed@georgiasouthern.edu 

The CDC says at 
least 1 out of h 
Americans will 

contract an STD in 
their lifetime. 

Don't be that one!!! 
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Lady Eagles see improvement in loss 
Season-low turnover total not enough against sharp-shooting Chattanooga 
By Eli Boorstein 
Nietsroobl 7@hotmail.com 

If the Lady Eagles were playing any 
other team on Monday, they could have 
very well won. 

Instead, Georgia Southern became just 
one in a long list of victims to a powerful 
Chattanooga squad, falling 81 -64 at Hanner 
Fieldhouse. 

The Lady Eagles (10-10, 6-8 SoCon) 
played an inspired game of basketball 
throughout much of the ball game, but the 
Lady Mocs' perimeter shooting and quick- 
ness proved to be the deciding factor. 

With the win, Chattanooga (18-2,13-0 
SoCon) claimed their 16th consecutive win, 
setting a new team record and matching the 
current NCAA high for wins in a row. 

After poor shooting and sloppy play 
victimized them in past outings, Georgia 
Southern played much better on Monday, 
shooting a respectable 35.5 percent and 
committing a season-low 14 turnovers. 

But, having perennial SoCon powers 
Chattanooga enter your arena means that 
you have to play a near-perfect game.a tough 
thing to do against the three-time defending 
league champs. 

"We definitely got better,"said guard Lee 
DuBose, who led Georgia Southern with 
16 points, her best outing since November. 
"Unfortunately, it was against the best team 
in the conference." 

"They just do all the fundamental 
things," added head coach Rusty Cram. 

With the score tied at 6-6, Chattanooga 
broke free on their first run of the game, 
scoring 15 of the next 19 points to go 
ahead by 11.' 

As the Lady Mocs' lead continued 
to hover around double digits, Georgia 
Southern was able to stage a small run of 
their own, cutting a 12-point deficit to just 

five with 7:14 left in the opening half. 
Chattanooga then built their edge 

back up to 12 before the Lady Eagles once 
again rallied back to just five points down 
when a DuBose three-pointer made the 
score 37-32. 

The two teams then traded baskets be- 
fore the Lady Mocs sank a jumper to bring 
the score to 41-34 entering halftime. 

As the second half began, Georgia 
Southern was able to keep Chattanooga 
within distance before the Lady Mocs' out- 
side shooters showed some of the tenacity 
that has made their team so powerful. 

With their lead at only eight points, 56- 
48, with 11:16 on the clock, Chattanooga 
escaped on a back-breaking run over the 
next three-plus minutes, using a trio of 
three-pointers to build their lead up to 19 
points at 69-50. 

The remainder of the game saw the Lady 
Eagles unable to inch much closer as the 
Lady Mocs cruised to the win. 

In addition to DuBose, junior guard 
Kellie Tiller also helped lead the Georgia 
Southern offense with 15 points. Senior 
Jessica Everett grabbed 10 rebounds as the 
Lady Eagles dominated the boards with 49 
total rebounds, 25 of which came on the 
offensive end. 

Katasha Brown led Chattanooga with 
23 points, including a 3-for-8 night from 
three-point territory. Katie Galloway and 
Miranda Warfield each sank three three- 
pointers as well, scoring 17 and 16 points, 
respectively. 

"They are a three-point shooting team," 
saidDuBose."Thatswhat strides them away 
from everybody else." 

Georgia Southern will look to snap their 
losing streak when they meet up with UNC 
Greensboro on Saturday at 3 p.m. and Elon 
on Monday at 6 p.m. 

Colorado president launches 
investigation into allegations 
of using sex to recruit players 
Associated Press 

DENVER - The University of 
Colorado's president agreed to form 
an independent commission tolook 
into allegations the school uses sex 
to recruit football players. 

President Elizabeth Hoffman 
said Monday that she hopes to 
convene the commission in two or 
three weeks and will take action if it 
turns up any impropriety or makes 
any recommendations. 

After meeting with Hoffman, 
state Sens. Peter Groff and Dan 
Grossman agreed to delay plans 
for a special legislative investiga- 
tion, which could include subpoena 
powers. 

Themove comes less thanaweek 
after the allegations were disclosed 
in a federal civil lawsuit against the 
states flagship university. 

Hoffman said a key issue is 
whether the university took suf- 
ficient steps when the allegations 
surfaced She said football coach 
Gary Barnett, who has denied 
the allegations, gave recruits a 
handbook that outlined potential 
problems with alcohol, date rape 
"and all the other tough issues col- 
lege students face." 

"We Want the committee to look 
atthesepoliciesandseeiftheywere 
appropriate," Hoffman said. 

Groff said the panel should 
include recruiters and athletes, 
lawyers and a representative from 
a rape support group. 

However, he said the panel will 
not focus on current cases pend- 

ing in court - including lawsuits 
in which three women say they 
were raped at or following a 2001 
party for football recruits. In court 
documents made public last week, 
prosecutor Mary Keenan said the 
university has used sex to entice 
recruits. 

Instead, Groff said, the panel 
will try to determine what hap- 
pened and how to prevent future 
problems. 

Groff said he will also ask the 
Big 12 football conference and 
NCAA to examine all recruiting 
procedures because of problems 
in other schools. 

"What we're looking at is the 
culture of recruiting. This is bigger 
than the University of Colorado," 
he said. 

An NCAA spokeswoman last 
week said a task force will convene 
this spring to look into recruiting 
issues. 

Gov. Bill Owens last week 
threatened to take unspecified steps 
if the university didn't take action 
to correct problems with recruit- 
ing. OnNBC's'TodayrOwens said 
Monday that the university says it 
has changed recruiting practices in 
recent years. 

"The ..question that we're 
asking ourselves is, have those 
changes been sufficient?" Owens 
said. "The case that is currently 
involved in most of the publicity 
is a three-year-old case.The district 
attorney checked to see if she could 
bring criminal charges. She felt that 
she couldn't." 

HHE£$7 
Women's Tennis vs. Gardner-Webb, Hanner Courts, 2:30 p.m. 

Men's Tennis vs. Florida A&M, Hanner Courts, 11 a.m. 

Swimming & Diving vs. Agnes Scott, Hanner Natatorium, 1 p.m. 

Baseball vs. High Point (DH), J.I. Clements Stadium, 1:30 p.m. 

Men's Tennis vs. Gardner-Webb, Hanner Courts, 3 p.m. 

Women's Basketball at UNC Greensboro, 5 p.m. 

Men's Basketball vs. Furman, Hanner Fieldhouse, 7:30 p.m. 

&HEE£S7 
Baseball vs. High Point, J.I. Clements Stadium, 1:30 p.m. 

LaVene Bell/STAFF 

Junior guard Kellie Tiller came off the bench to score 15 points in the Lady 
Eagles' 81 -64 loss to Chattanooga Monday night. Tiller shot 3-for-11 from 
behind the three-point line and 6-for-20 overall as Georgia Southern played 
one of their better games of the season against the SoCon's top team. 

Men's tennis suffer narrow 
defeat at Georgia State 
GSU Athletic Media Relations 

ATLANTA - Georgia Southern, 
and Georgia State split six singles 
matches but the Panthers captured 
the doubles point with 8-3,8-2 and 
8-5 wins on the way to a 4-3 non- 
conference victory over the Eagles 
Sunday afternoon at Georgia Perim- 
eter College. 

The Eagles recorded come- 
from-behind singles triumphs 
from Vincent Patry at the No. 1 
position (3-6, 7-6, 6-3 over Jaime 
Rodriguez), Danie van den Heever 
at No. 3 (5-7, 7-5, 6-3 vs. Matija 
Sulin) and Charles-Henri Trottet 
at No. 6 (4-6,6-3,6-3 against Clar- 
ence Boyd). 

Georgia State (1 -0) used doubles 
wins from Rodriguez/Miha Lisac 
(8-3), Albano Franco/Sulin (8-2) 
and Nicolas Lupica/Daniel Balog 
(8-5) over Patry/van den Heever, 
Doruk Baglan/Stephen Dubienski 

Singles 
No. 1 - Vincent Patry (GSU) def. Jaime 
Rodriguez (GAST) 3-6,7-6,6-3 
No. 2 - Albano Franco (GAST) def. 
Doruk Baglan (GSU) 6-3,7-6 
No. 3 - Danie van den Heever (GSU) 
def. Matija Suiin (GAST) 5-7,7-5,6-3 
No. 4 - Nicolas Lupica (GAST) def. Tom 
Green (GSU) 7-6,. 6-4 
No. 5 - Daniel Balog (GAST) def. 
Stephen Dubienski (GSU) 7-5,6-0 
No. 6 - Charles-Henri Trottet (GSU) 
def, Clarence Boyd (GAST) 4-6,6-3,6-3 

Doubles 
No. 1 - Rodriguez/Miha Lisac (GAST) 
def. Patry/van den Heever (GSU) 8-3 
No. 2 - Franco/Sulin (GAST) def, 
Baglan/Dubienski (GSU) 8-2 
No. 3 - Lupica/Balog (GAST) def. 
Green/Germano Knorr (GSU) 8-5 

and Tom Green/Germano Knorr, 
respectively. 

Georgia Southern (0-4) will 
return home Saturday for the first 
time in 2004, hosting Florida A&M 
at 11 a.m. before facing Gardner- 
Webb beginning at 3 p.m. 

Florida A&M having second 
thoughts on move up to I-A 
Associated Press 

TALLAHASSEE,Fla.- Florida 
A&M president Fred Gainous has 
recommended that the school's 
trustees delay their decision to 
move the football program to 
Division I-A. 

Gainous, who has been presi- 
dent of the school for 19 months, 
plans to meet with trustees Mon- 
day about pulling back from an 
announced plan to move up from 
I-AA this fall. 

"The proposed move to Divi- 
sion I-A has the greatest potential 
to threaten our capacity to carry 
out our great mission," he told 
trustees in an e-mail obtained 
by the Tallahassee Democrat. ■ 

Gainous cited a desire to 
devote more financial resources 
to academic programs. At least 
two trustees support Gainous' 
notion. 

"It would be hard for me to 
see a situation where I would 
not support his recommenda- 
tion," trustee Randy Hanna said 
Sunday. 

Added trustee R.B. Holmes: 
"I think it is a good idea to go to 

Division I-A, but I think we need 
more time." 

Holmes said he still thinks 
FAMU should move up to Divi- 
sion I-A eventually, but not until 
the school's athletic facilities have 
been upgraded and the financial 
support of boosters has been 
strengthened. 

Holmes also recommends that 
FAMU remain a member of the 
Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference 
in all sports, including football. 
He said the school should put 
together a master plan for the 
next seven to 10 years before 
making another effort to move 
to Division I-A. 

The decision to move up from 
Division I-AA cost football head 
coach Billy Joe several Division 
I-A transfers last summer because 
of newly toughened NCAA trans- 
fer rules. 

The university has been un- 
der pressure from the Board of 
Governors, which oversees all 
11 of Florida's public universi- 
ties, for sloppy accounting prac- 
tices. Gainous hired a new vice 
president for finance less than 
two weeks ago. 

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE BASKETBALL STANDINGS 
MEN WOMEN 

NORTH DIVISION CONFERENCE OVERALL 
CONFERENCE        OVERALL TEAM W L pa. W L pa. 

TEAM        W 

ETSU        10 

L  PCT. W     L  PCT. 

0   1.00   18    4   .818 
Chattanooga 

Davidson 

13 

9 

0 

4 

1.00 

.692 

18 

12 

2 

8 

.900 

.600 
Chattanooga    5 4   .556   12     8   .600 Furman 9 4 .692 12 8 .600 
W. Carolina    4 5   .444   11     9   .550 ETSU 9 5 .643 9 10 .474 

Elon         4 5   .444   8     13 .381 Flon 7 5 .583 11 8 .579 
App State     3 6   .333    8     14 .364 W. Carolina 6 6 .500 7 12 .368 

UNCG        3 6   .333    6     13  .316 Ga. Southern 6 8 .429 10 10 .500 

SOUTH DIVISION 
CONFERENCE        OVERALL 

TEAM       W     L  PQ. W     L  PCT. 

Ga. Southern    8     1   .889  17    3   .850 

UNCG 

App State 

Charleston 

Wofford 

5 

3 

3 

0 

7 

8 

11 

12 

.417 

.273 

.214 

.000 

5 

4 

5 

0 

14 

14 

16 

19 

.263 

.222 

.238 

.000 

Charleston    8 1    .889   16    3   .842 

Davidson      4 5   .444   9     11   .450 

Furman       3 6   .333   11     9   .550 

Wofford       2 7   .222   6     14 .300 

The Citadel     0 8   .000   4     15 .211 

Collegelnsider.com 
MID-MAJOR TOP 25 POLL 

I.Gonzaga 
2. Utah State 

3. Southern Illinois 
4. Creighton 

5. East Tennessee State 
6. College of Charleston 

7. Western Michigan 
8. Kent State 

9. Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
10. Manhattan 

11. Central Florida 
12. Georgia Southern 

13. Murray State 

14. Toledo 
15. Vermont 

16. Virginia Commonwealth 
17. Louisiana-Lafayette 

18. Stephen F.Austin 

19. Wichita State 

20. Lafayette 
2I.Troy State 

22. George Mason 

23. Austin Peay 

24. Drexel 
25. Boston University 

LONGEST ACTIVE WINNING 
STREAKS IN NCAA 

Saint Joseph's, 19 wins 
Stanford, 18 wins 

Duke, 15 wins 

Utah State, 14 wins 
Georgia Southern, 13 wins 

GEORGIA SOUTHERN- 
APPALACHIAN STATE BOX 

GEORGIA SOUTHERN (81) 
Fleming 1-1 0-0 2, Bennett 6-17 5-617, 

Olivier 1 -2 0-02, Nesbitt 5-18 5-617, Williams 
1 -4 6-7 9, Gennie 0-0 0-0 0, Mobley 1 -3 5-5 
7, Gibson 5-9 4-4 16, Francois 5-111-211, 
Joseph 0-1 0-0 0, Byams 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 
25-66 26-30 81. 

APPALACHIAN STATE (77) 
Jones 2-7 0-2 4, McFarland 6-10 3-415, 

Smith 3-4 2-3 8, Davis 0-3 0-0 0, Brown 2-8 
1-2 6, Scott 1-2 2-3 4, Thompson 2-4 3-5 7, 
Jones 2-4 2-2 6, Thomas 10-14 2-4 22, Deas 
2-31-1 5. Totals 30-59 16-26 77. 

Halftime-GSU 34, ASU 34. Three-point 
goals-GSU 5-22 (Bennett 0-2, Nesbitt 2-9, 
Williams 1 -4, Mobley 0-1, Gibson 2-6), ASU 
1-11 (Jones 0-3, McFarland 0-1, Davis 0-1, 
Brown 1-4, Thompson 0-1,Thomas 0-1). To- 
tal Fouls-GSU 21, ASU 18. Rebounds-GSU 
38 (Francois 11), ASU 38 (Thomas 7). As- 
sists-GSU 14(Nesbitt4),ASU 14(Thompson 
4). Fouled Out-None. Technicals-None. 
A-1,731 

LaVene Bell/STAFF 

Senior forward Marcus Byams (52) battles for possession on Jan. 24 
against Charleston, which is just one in the Eagles'current 13-game win- 
ning streak. Georgia Southern will go for one more when they welcome 
Furman on Saturday at 7:30 p.m. 

BASKETBALL, FROM PAGE I 

The Georgia Southern lead 
dipped to as low as three, at 79-76, 
with 41 seconds to go,but Elton Nes- 
bitt sealed the win with a pair of free 
throws with :07 remaining. 

The first half proved to be a 
back-and-forth affair as the two 
teams exchanged the lead 10 times 
and saw the score tied five times over 
the course of the first eight minutes 
of action. 

Trailing 17-16 with 11:34 re- 
maining in the frame, Appalachian 
grabbed control of the game as it 
used an 8-0 run to build a 24-17 ad- 
vantage with 9:00 to go. Three differ- 
ent Mountaineers scored during the 
run, with Chris McFarland closing it 
out with a jumper. Georgia Southern 
fought back from there, cutting its 
deficit to two on three different occa- 
sions before finally tying the score at 

34-34 on a pair of Mobley free throws 
with :44 to go in the half. 

Nesbitt and Bennett Jed the 
Eagles with 17 points each while 
Gibson finished with 16. Jean Fran- 
cois recorded his second straight 
double-double with 11 points and 
11 rebounds. 

Georgia Southern shot just 37.9 
percent from the field, but con- 
nected on 26-of-30 (86.7 percent) 
free throws. 

Thomas led Appalachian State 
with 22 points while McFarland 
contributed 15. The Mountaineers 
shot 50.8 percent from the floor, 
but hit just 16-of-26 (61.5 percent) 
from the line. 

Georgia Southern returns to ac- 
tion Saturday when it hosts Furman 
in SoCon action at Hanner Field- 
house beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

GOING FOR FOURTEEN... 
Furman Paladins at 

Georgia Southern Eagles 

Friday • 7:30 p.m. • Hanner Fieldhouse 

Furman (11-9,3-6 SoCon) 
Georgia Southern (17-3,8-1 SoCon) 

STATISTICAL LEADERS 
POINTS REBOUNDS ASSISTS 

GSU: Nesbitt, 16.5   GSU: Francois, 6.2    <3SU: Williams, 5,1 
FUR: Ndoye, 14.4    FUR: Sanders, 5.9       FUR: Carter, 3.6 

* 
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Braves' Smoltz enters spring training 
as the veteran among many new faces 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA - John Smoltz isn't 
quite as pessimistic as a few months 
ago, when, he had just endured an- 
other operation on his elbow and 
another disheartening loss in the 
playoffs. 

Remember, spring training is just 
around the corner. The numbing cold 
of winter will soon be replaced by 
soothing, sun-soaked days in 
Florida. It's a time for hope, a time 
for optimism.Still, when Smoltz 
looked around the Turner Field 
clubhouse on Monday, he couldn't 
help but wonder how the Atlanta 
Braves will pull off a 13th straight 
division title. 

Greg Maddux's old locker? 
Empty. Gary Sheffield's former stall? 
Now occupied by rookie first base- 
man Adam LaRoche. Javy Lopez and 
Vinny Castilla? They're gone, too. 

"This is not a team that's going to 
be able to rely on past experiences," 
Smoltz said, a bit of resignation in his 
voice. "We're not going to be able to 
just ride it out and keep saying,'We 
know we'll be there at the end.'" 

Indeed, the Braves no longer have 
the look of a favorite in the NL East, 
not after the gut-wrenching changes 
of this offseason. Sheffield, Lopez, 
Castilla and Robert Fick moved on, 
taking away 115 homers and 397 
RBIs. Maddux also left, depriving 
the rotation of a guy who has four 
Cy Young awards and 16 straight 
seasons of at least 15 wins. 

The Braves traded for injury 
plagued J.D. Drew to take Sheffield's 
place in right field. Lopez will be 
succeeded at catcher by Johnny 
Estrada, who spent most of last 
season in Triple-A. The corners 
of the infield are now manned by 
LaRoche and former utility infielder 
Mark DeRosa. Maddux's spot in the 

rotation willbe taken byjourneyman 
John Thomson. 

"We can't expect the guys com- 
ing in here to be the guys who left," 
said Smoltz, who joined nearly two 
dozen players at Turner Field for 
"Camp Leo," the pre-spring train- 
ing camp run by pitching coach 
Leo Mazzone. 

While the Braves were cutting 
payroll - at least $15 million - the 
rival Philadelphia Phillies were go- 
ing through a major upgrade. They'll 
move into a new stadium with new 
closer Billy Wagner and new starter 
Eric Milton. 

And, oh yeah, the Braves also 
must get by the World Series cham- 
pion Florida Marlins, armed with 
one of the best young rotations in 
the game. 

Atlanta's cost-cutting mandate 
didn't sit well with the players who 
are returning in 2004. 

"It's disappointing," left fielder 
Chipper Jones said. "This kind of 
situation never would have hap- 
pened eight or 10 years ago." 

Despite all the losses, general 
manager John Schuerholz believes 
the Braves still have enough talent 
to contend for that elusive World 
Series championship. He is quick 
to point out that a payroll in the 
neighborhood of $80 million is 
higher than the last two Series win- 
ners - Anaheim in 2002 and Florida 
last season. 

"Wewerechallenged,"Schuerholz 
said."But under the circumstances, I 
thought we did real well." 

Smoltz wasn't feeling too good 
as the offseason began. The closer 
underwent elbow surgery just days 
after the Braves were eliminated in 
the first round of the playoffs by the 
Chicago Cubs. He was ticked off by 
the impending loss of so many valu- 
able players. He floated the idea of 

being a starter again. He even went 
so far as to criticize teammates 
who hid out from the media after 
the Game 5 loss. 

Smoltz said he wasn't singling out 
anyone, but it was viewed as a slap 
against Jones, who was nowhere to 
be found after the final postseason 
game. 

There are no apparent hard 
feelings between two of the team's 
most prominent players, though 
Smoltz said he would clear the air 
if necessary. 

Explaining his side of things, 
Jones said, "After that fifth game, I 
didn't have anything nice to say. I 
wasn't going to just offer the obliga- 
tory congratulations to the Cubs. I'm 
not that kind of person. If John wants 
to do it, that's his decision." 

Jones said he didn't take Smoltzs 
comments personally. 

"It's all water under the bridge." 
Jones said. "It was probably just the 
frustration of losing coming out in 
him. I understand that. In the future, 
I will try to oblige Mr. Smoltz when- 
ever we get beat." 

Smoltz approached last season 
with a sense of desperation, believ- 
ing a championship might keep the 
team together. 

"If we had won it all, I don't think 
all of this would have happened," he 
said. "That's why I was like, 'Man, 
don't blow this one.' I don't think 
any of this was written in stone if 
we had won a championship." 

That didn't happen, of course. For 
the 11th time in their 12-seasonrun, 
the Braves fell short of aWorld Series 
title. Now, just getting there seems 
like a major hurdle. 

But this isn't a time for pes- 
simism. 

"I'm so excited about spring 
training," Smoltz said. "I love chal- 
lenges." 

Greg Norman speaks out against women 
playing in men's events, calls it a 'ploy' 
Associated Press 

MELBOURNEAustralia-Enough 
is enough, says Greg Norman. Let the 
women play on their golf tour and stay 
away from men's events. 

"I personally don't think it should 
happen,"NormansaidTuesday,adding 
that the men's tour should change its 
bylaws if necessary to prevent women 
from playing. 

"I think the situation is more of a 
marketing ploy than anything else. If 
the girls come out and think they can 
play against the guys and fail every 
time, that can't be very positive." 

Norman, in Melbourne for the 
Heineken Classic that begins Thurs- 
day, was asked to comment on Laura 
Davies'appearance at next week's ANZ 
Championship at the Horizons Golf 
Resort north of Sydney. 

It will mark the first appearance by 
a female player in an event sanctioned 
by the European and Australasian 
tours. 

Michelle Wie, 14, missed the cut 
by one stroke three weeks ago at 
the Sony Open. Annika Sorenstam 
became the first woman in 58 years 
to compete on the U.S. PGA Tour, 
missing last year's cut by five shots at 
the Colonial Open. 

Suzy Whaley and Se Ri Pak also 
played in men's tournaments last 
year. 

Pak made the cut on a South Ko- 
rean mpns tour event last October at 
Yongii., where she tied for 10th at the 
SBS Super Tournament. 

Davies made a previous appear- 
ance in a men's tournament at the 
Korean Open, where she missed 
the cut. 

Norman said Wie's performance 
was the most surprising. 

"I'm very impressed with her game, 
very impressed with her attitude and 
demeanor at such a young age," said 
Norman."But I think the rightful place 
is that women play on their tour and 
we play on ours. 

"It all started with Annika to pro- 
mote herself and promote women's 
golf, but at the end of the day, it can 
be very detrimental." 

Norman, who twice won the British 
Open and was ranked No. 1, said the 
men's tours may have to change their 
bylaws to prevent women from getting 
sponsor's exemptions. 

"I think eyeryone is just jumping 
on it, and it's got to stop," says Nor- 
man. "How do we stop it? It's up to 
our administrators to come up with 
the wording of our bylaws. 

"The players have got to vote it 
in on a majority vote. We can't go 
play on their tour because we're not 
female, that's the wording they have 
in their bylaws. I think we should do 
something about it." 

Ernie Els, also entered at Royal 
Melbourne this week and seeking his 
third straight win in the Heineken 
Classic, said eventually men will 
begin complaining if women get too 
many sponsor's exemptions. 

"I think there might be quite a 
few men who might oppose it," Els 
said Tuesday. 

"I'm not quite sure about the future 
of that - how many girls are going to 
be good enough to play. We can't keep 
on giving them invites if there are guys 
good enough to get sponsor's exemp- 
tions" and don't get them. 

But Els admitted that if men's golf 

has no bylaws preventing women from 
playing, and if someone like Wie 
qualified to play, then they should be 
allowed on the men's tour. 

"If they go through the tour school, 
they must be good enough to play," 
said Els. "You've got to give them a 
chance." 

Els said that the issue is getting seri- 
ous enough that golf tours around the 
world should come up with a uniform 
way of dealing with it. 

"I think it's becoming a bit of an 
issue now," said Els. "I think the com- 
missioners will have to start thinking 
about." 

Norman said sponsors on the 
women's tour are being short- 
changed. 

"The other thing that I am very 
concerned about is in the U.S., there 
was a major women's sponsor, Corning 
Ware, sponsoring the tournament op- 
posite the Colonial last year," he said. 

"Those people put up millions of 
dollars to have Annika come there.but 
that week, they were a non-entity. 

"If I were a sponsor, I'd say,'where 
is my value? My value is because I 
want to have Annika play, or Laura 
Davies.or Michelle WieTfeelsorryfor 
those sponsors because they've been 
very much a dedicated part of women's 
golf. I just don't think it's right." 

Norman isn't sure what he'd do if 
a woman was in a tournament he was 
scheduled to play in. 

"That's a good question, it's hard 
for me to answer that straight off the 
bat," he said. 

"It would depend on what the golf 
tournament would be. I'd certainly 
think about it." 

WHAT DID THEY SAY? Sports quotes you wouldn't use to inspire your team 
"They shouldn't throw at me. 
I'm the father of five or six kids." 
- Baseball player Tito Fuentes after 
being hit by a pitched 

"The shoulder surgery was a suc- 
cess. Thelobotomyfailed." -NFL 
coach Mike Ditka on quarterback 
Jim McMahon 

"My potential speaks for itself." 
- Tennis pro Liliah Osterloh, who 
finished ranked No. Ill in 1998 

**   "That's why I don't talk, because I "No comment." - NBA legend "Are you any relation to your 
talk too much." - Baseball player Michael Jordan's response on brother Marv?" - NBA player 
Joaquin Andujar being named to the leagues All- Leon Wood to commentator 

• Interview Team Steve Albert 

Lineups announced for NBA All-Star Game 
NBA ALL-STAR GAME 

Feb. 15.8:45 p.m. 
Staples Center • Los Angeles 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

PLAYER POS HT. WT. ALL 
Ron Artest, IND F 67" 246 

*Vince Carter, TOR        F 6'6" 225 
Baron Davis, NO        G 6-3" 223 

*Allen Iverson, PHI       G 6'0" 165 
Jason Kidd,NJ G 6'4" 212 

Jamaal Magliore, NO     C 6'11" 259 
Kenyon Martin, NJ       F 6'9" 234 

*Tracy McGrady, ORL G/F 6'8" 210 
*JermaineO'Neal,1ND C/F 6'11" 242 

Paul Pierce, BOS G/F 6'6" 230 
Michael Redd, MIL       G 6'6" 215 
*Ben Wallace, DET       C 6'9" 240 

C* denotes starter) 

Head Coach: Rick Carlisle, Indiana 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

PLAYER POS HT. 
Ray Allen, SEA G 6'5" 

*Kobe Bryant, LAL G 6'6" 
Sam Cassell, MIN G 6'3" 
*Tim Duncan, SA F 7'0" 

*Steve Francis, HOU G 6'3" 
*Kevin Garnett, MIN F 6'11" 

Andrei Kirilenko, UTAH F 6'9" 
Brad Miller, SAC C 7'0" 

Dirk Nowitzki, DAL F/C 7'0" 
Shaquille O'Neal, LAL C 7'1" 
Peja Stojakovic, SAC F 6'10" 

*Yao Ming, HOU C 7'6" 

C denotes starter) 

Head Coach: Flip Saunders, Minnesota 

KRTCampus 

Los Angeles Lakers'center ShaquilleO'Neal was named to his 
11 th All-Star Game, but not as a starter. O'Neal finished second 
among centers in Western Conference voting, to the Houston 
Rockets'Yao Ming. 

Contact i 
Lens i 

ackagei 
:i: 50 %    Off 

2nd Pair 

Offer includes complete eye 
exam and contact lens fitting. 
By an independent optometrist as weS as a three 
month supply of disposable, contact lenses CS a 
pair of daily wear contacts. Disposable contacts are 
available for $149. Not valid with other exam offers 
or insurance d<scounts. Other restrictions may reply. 
Offer expires 4/3/2004. Coupon required. 

I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
J k 

50% Off Second Pair with 
Purchase of Frame and Lenses 
Buy any comp'eie per of glasses ard gel 2nd oaf' o! 

equal or lesser vai.,9 at 5C% of No: val d with ano- 

ther offer or insurance d sco-.'t W" mum curc-r.se 

of $119 on the fest oa r. 0:1-er res:rcnonsmay apoiy. 

Offer expires .''3:?C0i Coupon required. 

10% Discount on Glasses with your GSU student ID 

Check out our selection 
of RAY-BAN sunglasses! 

Please call 
489-6655 for 

an appointment 

820 Highway 80 East 
In front of Lowe's 
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RICIN, FROM PAGE I 
into effect in January and warned 

of future attacks. 
Senators interviewed Tuesday 

said they worried that the attack 
may be related to al-Qaida because 
British authorities discovered ricin in 
a London apartment in January 2003 
that had been rented to associates 
of the terrorist network. However, a 
number of domestic extremists also 
have experimented with the poison 
or threatened to use it. 

The November letter, which was 
intercepted at an off-site handling 
facility, never reached the White 
House, according to a law enforce- 
ment official who spoke on the con- 
dition of anonymity. It contained a 
fine, powdery substance that posed 
no health threat because it wasn't 
very potent and was too granular 
to be inhaled. 

No one was hurt in any of the 
four cases. 

Postal inspectors were waiting 
Tuesday to see if a suspicious powder 
found Monday night in a Walling- 
ford, Conn., post office, where mail 
containing anthrax killed an elderly 
woman in 2001, tests positive for ricin 
or another biological agent. 

Senate leaders called the ricin 
sent to them both a criminal and 
terrorist act. 

While Senate offices were closed 
and will remain so for at least a 
couple more days, staffers worked 
out of cramped quarters in the 
Capitol. Senators could even go into 
their offices in the Dirksen Senate 

Office Building, unlike when the of- 
fices were sealed off during the 2001 
anthrax attack. 

Exposed employees are being 
watched for the next 48 to 72 hours 
for any signs that they contracted a 
fatal case of poisoning. 

So far, except for a police officer 
sent home for what may be stress- 
related chest pains, no one has been 
sickened, said Frist, who's a doctor. 

"Everybody's doing fine," Frist 
said in a Tuesday news conference. 
"We've come a long way since an- 
thrax." 

Scientists at the U.S. Army 
Medical Research Institute of In- 
fectious Diseases in Fort Detrick in 
Maryland will likely conduct tests 
on the ricin to check its chemical 
composition against other samples 
of the toxin, said spokesman Chuck 
Dasey. The government has samples 
found at al-Qaida training camps in 
Afghanistan. 

There's probably enough ricin 
dust collected by investigators in 
Frists office to make genetic com- 
parisons, said Dr. John Osterloh, a 
toxicologist for the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention who's 
working the case. 

About a tablespoon of powdery 
ricin was found on a countertop in 
Frist's mailroom Monday afternoon 
where an intern noticed it and alerted 
the police. 

Officers isolated about 40 Senate 
staffers and forced some of them to 
remove their clothes, be hosed 

down with water and change into 
white body suits. Their clothes were 
incinerated to avoid contaminating 
other people or surfaces. Police will 
be confiscating and burning all mail 
sent to all 535 lawmakers and to other 
offices in the Capitol building. 

Ricin is a toxin that kills by caus- 
ing cell and organ failure. Usually 
it's injected into a person, but it can 
be lethal when eaten or inhaled. No 
studies show how much inhaled ricin 
would kill a person. 

Animal research suggests that 
it takes only 3 milligrams about 
one ten-thousandth of an ounce 
of inhaled ricin powder to kill the 
average person. 

Tests will determine whether the 
ricin found Monday was ground 
finely enough to make it easy to 
inhale. 

While experts say ricin is rela- 
tively simple to make it comes from 
castor beans with recipes publicly 
available it hasn't been used often. 
The trouble is that it's not easily 
turned into a weapon, said Gary 
Ackerman, deputy director for the 
chemical and biological weapon 
program at the Monterey Institute 
for International Studies. 

"The potential for mass casualty 
is not as dangerous as the anthrax," 
Ackerman said. "Ricin is developed 
by all sorts of people, even people 
who didn't get a high school educa- 
tion." 

The letter found in South Caro- 
lina was signed "Fallen Angel" and 

KRT Campus 

US Senate Majority leader Bill Frist (R-TN), Capitol Hill Police Chief Terrance Gainer (center) and Sen.Tom Daschle 
(D-ND) speak at a briefing for reporters about the closure of the three Senate Office Buildings due to a ricin poison 
scare, at the US Capitol building in Washington, DC. 

complained of a new federal truck- 
ing law that went into effect Jan. 4 
mandating truck drivers to take rest 
more every 24 hours. 

The letter stated:'! have easy ac- 
cess to castor pulp. If my demand 
is dismissed I'm capable of making 
Ricin." 

In the last few days, the FBI has 
sent outletters to thousands of peo- 
ple in South Carolina and Georgia 
asking for help on that case. 

NOW LEASING FOR FALL 
3 Bedroom/3 Bath 
2 Bedroom/1 Bath 

2 Bedroom/2 Bath 
1 Bedroom/1 Bath 

Some units available for earlier occupancy. 

764-3697 
^mmm 
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"First Wednesdays *% 

Wednesday, February 4th starting at 7 p.m. 

Harlem Renaissance 
FREE!!! 

■m^f Talent Showcase 
Open Mic Session 

Poetry Slam 
In Russell Union Commons 

E-Cinema presents: 
"The Fighting Temptations" 
7:00 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. RU 

Theater 
FREE Come early, seating 

limited! 

Casino Night!!!! 

FREE! 
Black Inventions Art 

Exhibit 
will be on display in the Commons 

Area!! 

KRT Campus 

Capitol Hill Police Chief Terrance Gainer speaks at a briefing for reporters 
about the closure of the three Senate Office Buildings due to a ricin poison 
scare, at the US Capitol building in Washington, DC. 

HELIUM, FROM PAGE I 

replace the existing reactors. 
There are also economical limits 

Recent budget trends have seen fewer 
dollars invested in fusion research 
over the past decades with $227 mil- 
lion slated for this year, but President 
Bush has added a new piece to the 
puzzle. 

"I announce a new plan to explore 
space and extend a human presence 
across our solar system," said Bush 
during a national address in mid- 
January. 

If enacted and funded, the pro- 
gram would call for a lunar base, 
among other goals. Although there 
was no specific mention of Helium-3 
mining, the scientific community is 
intrigued by the possibilities. 

According to NASA Administra- 
tor Shaun O' Keefe, the base would 
enable the isotope to be scraped from 
the lunar surface. 

The proposal has also drawn 
heavy fire from a wide range of 

groups over its aim and cost. 
Dr. Benjamin Zellner, a GSU 

professor who studies Astronomy 
and played a role in developing 
the Hubble Telescope, believes the 
administration has the wrong pri- 
orities. "There is a wealth of energy 
in space, but I'd much rather see 
asteroids mined," he said. 

Asteroids, says Zellner, would 
be an easier target for exploitation 
than the moon, and would provide 
valuable resources. "We could pave 
our streets with nickel." 

Bush may have another reason 
to aim for the moon. As the U.S. 
becomes more dependent on for- 
eign energy sources, chiefly Middle 
Eastern oil, any reliable alternative 
could be a good investment. 

With a premiere space program, 
followed only by Russia and China, 
a Helium-3 monopoly would likely 
have immense power at the bargain- 
ing table. 

TECH FEE, FROM PAGE I 

mz-tatt-ma 

In 1999, the tech rose from $24 to the current $38. 
"The STFC were concerned that our tech fee is lower than that of UGA," 

Cone said. Their technology fee is currently set at $75. 
For the past three years the Board of Regents has denied the fee increase. 

By the end of this semester the STFC will be notified of the Board of Regents 
decision. If approved, the fee increase will take effect next fall. 

Same sex marriages rejected in Colorado 
By Stephen K.Paulson 
Associated Press 

DENVER -When John Crisci's partner of 32 years died last month, Crisci 
was not allowed to accompany him to the hospital. Instead, he was sent home 
to get paperwork to show he had legal rights to see him. 

Crisci said he and his partner rarely left home without their legal documents, 
because Colorado does not recognize same sex marriages. On Jan. 8, he took a 
chance because he was only 13 miles from home. Mortuaries refused to cremate 
the body because Crisci was not a family member. 

The emotional testimony from gays and lesbians failed to sway lawmakers, 
who rejected a proposal (House Bill 1085) that would have authorized county 
clerks to issue licenses for civil unions between eligible same-sex couples. 

Witnesses said they only wantedthesamebenefits.protectionsandresponsi- 
bilities granted to married spouses, including the ability to transfer property. 

■^^^■^■■■^■1 ^^^^■^^^HO^HH ^^H ^^^^^^■^^^^MHHH 
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16 
17 
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24 
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30 
34 
35 
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39 

40 
42 
43 

45 
46 
47 
49 

51 

54 
55 
59 
62 
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65 
66 
67 
68 
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70 
71 

ACROSS 
Wrigley Field 
slugger . 
Doldrums 
Lubricates 
Butterfingers' 
comment 
Painter of water 
lilies 
Component 
Israeli weapons 
Without vitality 
Family plan 
Of punishment 
Dive type 
Pairs 
Comic Anderson 
Quarantine 
Mil. muddles 
Diplomacy 
"Back in Black" 
rock group 
Struggler's 
sound 
D.C. summer 
hrs. 
Alternately 
Patriotic grp. 
Polynesian New 
Zealander 
Hautboy 
Taj Mahal site 
Puppet's lifeline 
Astronomer of 
Alexandria 
Propelled, as a 
boat 
Lather 
Carousel 
Coat again 
Autobahn auto 
Bert's Muppet 
pal 
Cloud number 
Blood formation 
Is affected by 
1982 Disney sci- 
fi film 
Kans. neighbor 
Watchband 
Maxwell or 
Lanchester 

DOWN 
Mock turtle, e.g. 
Muck 
Interference 
runner for 
politicos 
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4 and battery 
5 Autobahn auto 
6 Unit of bread 
7 Invalidate 
8 Anyone home? 
9 Engraver's tool 

10 Last longer than 
11 Calvary letters 
12 Untruths 
13 Leave text as is 
21 Mauna  
23 Triangle sounds 
25 Tarry 
27 News pieces 
28 Anwar of Egypt 
29 External: pref. 
31 Ice cream choice 
32 Neutralize 
33 Wander away 
36 Record a voice- 

over 
37 Rider's whip 
40 Twofold 
41 Jersey team 
44 1929 Bebe 

Daniels movie 
46 Like pasta 

cooked less 

Solutions 
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48 Sorrows 
50 Sharing 

pronoun 
52 Wading bird 
53 Eatery 
55 City on the 

Brazos River 

56 Wrestler Hogan 
57 Teen heartthrob 
58 monster 
60 Yucatan years 
61 "_: Warrior 

Princess" 
64 Psychic letters 

Covering the Campus 
Like a SwtuM of Gnats 

"Friendship is 
the hardest thing 

in the world 
to explain. It's 
not something 

you learn in 
school. But if you 
haven't learned 
the meaning of 
friendship, you 
really haven't 

learned anything." 

-Muhammad Ali. 

10 G-A Action Ads 

.FREEBIE INFO ALL FREE 
student and faculty ads to be run in 
the George-Anne must have a NAME, 
P.O. BOX and PHONE NUMBER. Ads 
will be rejected if they do not have this 
information. NO EXCEPTIONS. 
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS: The 
George-Anne is the official student 
newspaper of Georgia Southern University, 

jpwned and operated by GSU students and 
utilizing the facilities provided by GSU. 
The newspaper is the oldest continuously 
d  in Bulloch County and Statesboro, Ga. 
The ideas expressed herein are those 

roi the editor or the individual authors 
and do not necessarily represent the 
views of the Student Media Committee, 
the administration, the faculty and staff 
of Georgia Southern University, or the 
♦Jniversity System of Georgia. The George- 
Anne is published three times weekly during 
the academic year and five times  during 

summers. Any questions regarding content 
should be directed to the editor at by phone 
at 912/681-5246 or fax at 912/486-7113. 
Readers may also send electronic messages 
to the newspaper staff by visiting our web 
site at http://www.stp.gasou.edu. 
OFFICES, MAIL, PHONES: Room 2023, F. 
I. Williams Center. The George-Anne, P.O. 
Box 8001, Georgia Southern University, 
Statesboro, Ga. 30460. 912/681-5246 
(News) or 912/618-5418 (Advertising) or 
912/486-7113 (Fax) 

ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
The George-Anne reserves the right to refuse 
any advertisement. 
DISPLAY AD DEADLINE: The deadline for 
reserving space and submitting advertising 
copy is Noon, one week prior to the intended 
publication date. 
For more information, rate cards, sample 
publications, contact: David Brennaman, 
Advertising Director, ADS, (912) 681-5418; 
or Bill Neville, Student Media Coordinator, 
(912)681-0069. 
PROOFING/ERRORS/OMISSIONS: 
The newspaper makes every reasonable 
effort to present correct and complete 
information in advertisements. However, 
the advertiser is responsible for proofing 
the ad upon publication and should notify 
the newspaper immediately inthe event of an 
error. The newspaper is not responsible for 
any errors in advertisements and its liability 
for adjustments is limited to the amount of 
space the error occupied in the ad. Further, 
the newspaper is not responsible for any 
damages caused due to an ad's omission 
from a particular edition and its responsibility 
solely is to reschedule the ad in the next 
regular edition at the regular advertising 
rates. 
CLASSIFIED ADS: Free classified ads 
from students, faculty and staff must be 
non-commercial in nature and submitted in 
writing, with the name of the sender, local 
address, and phone number. No free ads 
taken via telephone-at this price we don't 
take dictation. One free ad per person per 
week. Commercial classified are 20 cents 
per word with a $4 minimum per insertion. 
Tearsheets are $2 extra per insertion. 
CIRCULATION INFORMATION: Mail 
subscriptions are not availabel at this time. 
However, readers may visit our web site for 
free access to current and past issues. Visit 
www.stp.gasou.edu. It is the goal of the 
newspaper to have its edition placed on- 
line within 24 hours of publication. Breaking 
news will be placed on-line as warranted. 
The George-Anne is distributed free of 
charge on the Georgia Southern University 
campus through delivery sites located in 

campus buildings, at off-campus sites, and 
in residence halls. 
NOTICE: Readers may pick up one 
free copy, and a second for a roommate 
or acquaintance, at distribution sites. 
Additional copies are 35 cents each and are 
available at the Williams Center. However, 
unauthorized removal of additional copies 
from a, distribution site constitutes theft 
under Georgia law, a misdemeanor offense 
punishable by a fine and/or jail time. Editors 
will seekto have any person(s) who removes 
more than the authorized number of copies 
from distribution sites prosecuted to the full 
extent of the law. 
NOTE: We gratefully acknowledge the theft 
of our slogan - "Liked by Many, Cussed 
by Some, Read by them All" - from Robert 
Williams of the Blackshear Times. Call Bob 
and he can tell you who he stole it from 
originally. 

*- STUDENTS BEWARE 
ATTENTION - The George-Anne screens 
all advertisements prior to publication. 
The newspaper strives to accept ads for 
legitimate products and services only. 
Students are urged to exercise caution 
when replying to ads — particularly those 
which require a credit card number, other 
personal information, or money in advance of 
the delivery of a productor service. Students 
are also urged to report to the newspaper 
any suspicious offers which they might see 
in an ad. Remember, if an offer seems too 
good to be true, it probably is. 

20 Announcements 

FEELING SAD blue because no one attends 
your club meetings? Put an announcement 
in The George-Anne classified section and 
fill those empty seats! Just Rip Us Off, it's 
free! 
HAVE A special friend or significant other 
with an upcoming birthday? Show your love 
by announcing to the world that it's their 
birthday! Place an ad in the G-A today. 

40 Autos for Sale 

1985 BUICK Regal (white) for sale. New 
tires and battery. $1000. MUST SELL! Call 
Sandra 489-2110. 
'99 CHEVY Blazer, 4DR, 2WD,  Black, 
70K miles, excellent condition. $8,000 
obo. Please call 682-2116 to see or drive, 
vehicle is in Statesboro. 
JUST GOT a new car, need to sell your old 
one? Place and ad in The George-Anne and 
15,000 people are going to read about it. 

55Books-SwaporSell 
NEED TO sell old books? Buy new ones? 
Place an ad in The George-Anne and take 
care of the book situation. Stop by the 
Williams Center, room 2023 for details. 

60 Business OP£ ortunities 
SPECIAL REMINDER: time spent at the 
career center is inversely proportionate to the 
time spent living in your parent's basement. 
To learn more, call 681-5197 today! 
NEED AN extra $36,000.00 a year? 
Vending route for sale. 50 high traffic 
locations. Cost $5000. 1-800-568-1392 or 
www.vendingthatworks.com 

70 Child Care 

NEED A babysitter? Place an ad in The 
George-Anne classified section, and we 
promise, one of the 16,000 students on 
this campus will respond. 

75 Churches 

DOES YOUR church have student services 
or meetings? Place an ad in The George- 
Anne and new members might join. 

80 Computers & Software" 

COMPUTER FOR SALE. Dell Pentium 4, 
2.4 GHZ, 256 RAM, 60 GB hard drive. DVD, 
CD-RW, Zip, Floppy Drives. Windows XP 
and other installed software. 1 year old. 
$600 obo. Call Darren 681-7014. 

90 Education 

FUN & STUFF Visit our Web site for list of 
thingstodo that are educational and fun. On- 
line at http://www.stp.gasou.edu/funstuff/ 

120 Furniture & Appliances EEl 
ROUND DINING table for sale. Like-new 
condition. $150. 681-5076. 

^14pjelpJ/Vanted^^ 
AMERICA READS needs your help! If 
you enjoy helping children and are work- 
study eligible, please call Mary Woods in 
the Educational Opportunities Program 
for details. 
MODELS NEEDED for drawing class on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:00pm to 4: 
30pm. Georgia Southern University. 21 
years or older. Contact Art Department at 

* F> €3 ff 
That's right - you heard right. Rip us off. Get something for nothing. Say hello to a 
friend. Find a roommate. Get a job. Find a home for a litter of kittens. Buy a wombat. 
Or sell your Beamer (right, like you expect us to believe that you - and not your folks 
- actually have the title to that BMW). Regardless of your purpose (or even if you 
are a congenital liar like the Beamer owner), Georgia's liveliest classified ad section 
is for you. Students, faculty and staff can have their 20-word action ads published 
for nothing (non-commercial listings only, please). Fill out the little rectangles below, 
and send your ad to G-A Action Ads, POB 8.001, GSU or drop them by our offices in 
the Williams Center, Room 2023. You MUST include your name and P.O. Box 
number to qualify for a freebie. Remember, keep it short: students, faculty and 
staff must pay 200 per words for those which exceed the 20-word limit. And, please 
-no telephone calls... at this price we don't take dictation. 

- YOU MUST COMPLETE THIS PART TO QUALIFY FOR FREEBIE - 

Name POB Phone # 

"Yorgie smash head of Thag like peanut 
Oh, wait... me getting beep." 

681-5358. 

CALLIGRAPHERS WANTED 
Will pay $75.00 
Saturday, March 6 
9:30-1:30 
Call Kandice 
Foreign Language Dept. 
681-5281 before noon daily 

BARTENDER TRAINEES Needed' 
$250 a day potential 

Local Positions 
1-800-293-3985 ext. 312 

150 Lost & Found 

LOSE SOMETHING? Find it by placing an 
ad in The G-A today. 

160 Miscellaneous for Sale 

VALENTINES DAY is approaching! Be 
prepared to romance that loved one! Order 
your silk flowers today! Great price and they 
last forever! To order call: 541-6443. 
NEEDTOsell something...anything? Putitin 
The George-Anne's classified section. One 
man's trash is another man's treasure. 

180 Musical 

MUSICIANS WANTED for local rock 
band. Vocals, bass, guitar, drums. Female 
or male. Large rehearsal space available. 
Call Michael, 489-2441. 
NEED GUITAR lessons? Hire a reliable, 
patient, and experienced guitarist! Call 
839-4345 and please leave a message. 
Nights only! 

190 Personal 

BHOLE, I just wanted to say that I love 
you, and I always will. Love always, your 
Pop Tart. * 

200 Pets & Supplies m 
WANTER GREEN cheek conure 
or maroon bellied conure. Hand 
raised and well socialized. Contact 
merlin1828@hotmail.com. 

220 Rentals & Real Estate 

HOOD HAS HOUSES FOR LEASE IN AUGUST 
NO PETS. 24 HOUR REPAIRS. 764-6076 

ATTENTION STUDENTS: Please read Hood's 
Website: DIRTYBANKING.COM 

TIRED OF ROOMMATES? Want you own 
apartment? $265+ flexible leases — Quiet 
Environment. Also, 2 + 3 BR Houses 
recently renovated. Call Parker Realty at 
764-5623. 

SUBLEASER NEEDED St. James Place 
#106.   June and July. Rent is $325 with 
water included. Graduating, furniture may 
be available. Contact Teresa at 478-320- 
7753. 
NEED TO sublease your apartment? 
Advertise on Off-Campus Housing Office 
website. Sublease forms available in 
Russell Union 2022. 

230 Roommates 

CAMPUS CLUB male sublease needed. 
4>300/month all inclusive, .regular $415/ 
month. Call 912-681 -3840 after 4 p.m. 
ROOM AVAILABLE in 3 BR/3 BA, Garden 
District Apartments, $400/mo. includes 
utilities. Available ASAP...Please call 850- 
651-1404 (collect if necessary). 
NEED A roommate? Advertise on Off- 
Campus Housing Website. Roommate forms 
available in Russell Union 2022. 
STATESBORO PLACE apartment available 
for sublease, $345/month for spring 2004. 
Utilities included. Comes with three great 
male roommates. Please call Chris Merrion 
at 770-377-2860. 
SUBLEASE IMMEDIATELY! Roommate 
needed to sublease 1 bedroom in a 3 
bedroom apt. in Garden District. Rent.s 
$310.00 +1 /3 utilities. Cable, DSLprovidea. 

For more info contact Brandon at 912-270- 
0235 or 871-3719. 
STILL TRYING to figure out a way to fill 
that empty bedroom? Place an ad in The 
George-Anne and find a roommate in no 
time. 

240 Services 

ADOPTApet and save a life. Bulloch County 
Animal Shelter, vs.''J01 North Statesboro or 
www.adoptionfairy@petfinder.com. 

290 Travel 

PANAMA CITYBEACH.FL 
"Spring Break" 

World Famous Tiki Bar 
Sandpipper Beacon Beach Resort 

800-488-8828 
www.sandpipperbeacon.com 

'The Fun Place" 

SPRING BREAK 
Beach and Ski Trips on sale now! 
Call 1-800-SUNCHASE today! 
Or visit 
www.Sunchase.com 

BAHAMAS SPECIAL 
SPRING BREAK & 
WINTER BREAK 

$199.00 per person! 
5 days/4 nights 

Package includes: 
•Round trip cruise 

Plus 
*Food aboard ship 

Plus 
•Resort accommodations 
on Grand Bahama Island 

Toll Free: 
888-85-BEACH 
(888-852-3224) 

www.GoBahama.com 
SPRING BREAK 2004. Travel with STS, 
America's #f Student Tour Operator to 
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas and 
Florida. Now hiring campus reps. Call for 
group discounts. Information/Reservations 
1-800-648-4849 or www.ststravel.com. 

CANCUN, MEXICO. 7 Day student summer 
trip! Includes: 7 day stay at the 6 star 
Oasis Hotel on the strip of Fat Tuesdays 
and many other hot clubs, airfare, and 14 
free meals. $700.00 for everything you see 
plus more. Call for details. Justin Hodges 
912-604-9886. 

FUN & STUFF VisitourWeb 
site for list of places to visit and things to 
do that are both educational and fun. On- 

line at http://www.stp.gasou.edu/ 

funstuff/ 

305 Volunteers 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED at the Bulloch 
County Animal Shelter, www.adoptionfair 
y@petfinder.com. 

itartingititi 

'"ackageincludes: 
Vruglits'tibtel* 

... AliLy.axeSsinctifgesjL,. 
lartv^l J3cRageli>pt/otii 

mortco@mindspring. com 

CAPTAIN' 
PICARD. 

GRIM REAPER. 

#152 

JOBS 
AVAILABLE 

NOW 
(Loading Trucks) 

10-12 hour shifts 
Monday thru Thursday 

(all shifts) 

$7.00/hour 

OR... 

Three 12-hour shifts 
Fri/Sat/Sun 

(from 6am-6:30pm) 

$8.00/hour 
************************ 

YOU MUST... 

•Be able to lift 80-100 
lbs '4 

■■' 

• Have reliable trans- s> 
portation ' 

• Be willing to take a ■*/.' 

drug screen S9p 

• Be able to commit to 
40 consistent hours 
per week 

************************ 

APPLY ASAP 
Between 8am - 4:30pm 

Monday - Thursday 

SMELLING 
410 S. Zetterower Ave. 
Statesboro, GA 30458 

764-8800 

.800.426.7710 
.smisplashtonrs.com 

PANAMA CITY BEACH, FL 
**SPRING BREAK** 

Book early and save $$$! World's 
longest Keg Party - Free beer all week! 

Live band & DJ, Wet T-Shirt, Hard 
Body & Venus Swimwear contest. 

Suites up to 12 people, 3 pools, huge 
beachfront hot tub, river ride, water 

slide, jet skis, parasail. 

Sandpiper-Beacon 
Beach Resort 
800-488-8828 

www.sandpiperbeacon.com 

she Ultimate Spring Break Experience } 

"or More InfoTrnation^aiiJI 

^m*R1INGt3REAM 
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dmaica^bahamas^b^utmh^dre.tLaKejHavasu 

^ bum beach.Laytdna.''KevtVVest also available^ 
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Social issues could be political minefield for both parties 
By Deirdre Shesgreen 
KRT Campus 

WASHINGTON- Guns, God, and 
gays. Those three little words pack a 
potent political punch. 

And while they rank well below 
the economy or terrorism on most 
voters' lists, those hot-button issues 
have already inspired some of the 
most careful political contortions of 
the 2004 presidential campaign. 

Take these examples: 
Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., went 

on a highly orchestrated hunting trip 
last October, during which he killed 
two pheasants, just after aiming fire at 
his rival Howard Dean for the former 
Vermont governor's alleged fealty to 
the National Rifle Association. 

Dean announced earlier this month 
that he would begin to talk more and 
more about his faith, even though he 
wasn't "used to wearing religion on 
my sleeve." (That quickly became 
clear, as he said his favorite New 
Testament book was Job and then 

had to correct himself since Job is in 
the Old Testament.) 

President George W. Bush, in 
his State of the Union address last 
month, spoke out against gay mar- 
riage, without uttering the word gay 
or homosexual, and referred vaguely 
to a "constitutional process" if "ac- 
tivists judges" insisted on "redefining 
marriage." 

Some conservatives came away 
thinking Bush had embraced a con- 
stitutional amendment banning gay 
union, while others heard qualifiers 
and hedging. 

As the presidential primaries 
move throughout the country in the 
next few weeks, such calibrations are 
only likely to become more frequent, 
with the candidates readjusting their 
messages on social issues such as gun 
control, abortion, and gay marriage. 

"Those are three of the most 
divisive issues in American politics 
today and in Missouri in particular," 
said Rick Hardy, a political science 
professor at the University of Mis- 
souri-Columbia. 

The reason, Hardy argued, is that 
there are two wings of the Democratic 
Party in Missouri a liberal contingent 
in the urban centers of St. Louis and 
Kansas City and the pro-gun, anti- 
abortion segment in other parts of 
the state. 

"They do not like anyone mess- 
ing with their guns, they tend to 
be very pro-life, and they are very 
patriotic," Hardy said of Missouri's 
rural Democrats. 

Dean himself has said that his par- 
ty's candidates have too often faltered 
in southern and western states because 
of "guns, God, and gays." 

And while the Democratic con- 
tenders have so far only engaged in 
minor scuffles on these sensitive sub- 
jects, there's little question they will 
become full-blown battlefronts when 
the general election begins even if the 
candidates themselves would preferto 

The to-do list in Beth Hoyme's purse 

will never get done because a drunk driver 

convinced his friends he'd be fine. 

Friends Don't Let Friends Drive Drunk. 

© 
U.S Department of Transportation 

keep them below the radar. 
Indeed, Stanley Greenberg, a top 

Democratic pollster, suggested at a 
political forum on Friday that the 
only way for Democrats to win over 
those voters would be to "change the 
subject" away from the three Gs and 
convince them that the election should 
be about something else. 

The issue that seems to carry 
the great political peril, and that has 
opened the biggest policy gap, among 
the Democratic contenders so far has 
been gay marriage. 

It has been increasingly in the 
public eye in the wake of a ruling 
last November by the Massachusetts 
Supreme Court, which declared un- 
constitutional a state ban on same- 
sex marriages, prompting a political 
scramble in the Democratic field and 
at the Bush White House. 

Al Sharpton and Rep. Dennis Ku- 
cinich, D-Ohio, have both said they 
favor allowing gays to marry. "That's 
like asking do I support black marriage 
or white marriage," Sharpton said at 
a debate last summer. 

But the major Democratic candi- 
dates, including Kerry, Dean, and Sen. 
John Edwards, D-N.C.,haveespoused 
a fine line on the question. 

They oppose gay marriage but 
support civil unions, a step short of 
marriage that still grants homosexuals 
certain legal rights: 

With polls showing that a majority 
of Republicans as well as a large swath 
of Democrats oppose both gay mar- 
riage and civil unions, Republicans 
clearly hope to use the issue to their 
advantage. 

"Marriage is quickly becoming the 
biggest issue for social conservatives 
in the country," said Tony Perkins, 
president of the Family Research 
Council. 

It could be especially potent, some 
strategists believe, against Dean, who 
signed the nation's first civil unions 
law as governor of Vermont. But as 

Bush's own remarks on the subject 
show, it holds some peril for him 
as well. 

While it plays to Bush's base and 
could help turnout a key constituency 
conservative Christians it also could 
alienate swing voters who may see 
intolerance in the president's position. 
Thus Bush's carefully crafted lines in 
last month's State of the Union. 

It was an "artful way" to satisfy 
"the political marketplace that he's 
facing," said Scott Keeter, associate 
director at the Pew Research Center 
for the People & the Press. "But he 
didn't want to threaten the full-scale 
assault at this point. He probably hopes 
it doesn't come to (that)." 

Grover Norquist, who heads the 
conservative group Americans for Tax 
Reform, said there's always a risk of 
overplaying such issues. "Anytime 
someone is seen as intolerant, you 
lose the fight," he said. 

While gay marriage may be the 
newest hot-button social issue on 
the election agenda, gun control is 
no less potent. 

Dean has argued that Al Gore lost 
the 2000 election in large part because 
of his strong support of gun control, 
which cost him dearly among white 
rural male voters in states like Mis- 
souri. The former Vermont governor 
has said he is best positioned to neu- 
tralize the gun issue because while he 
supports current gun control laws, he 
believes stricter measures should be 
left to the states. 

That stance, while potentially 
popular in a general election, made 
him a target in the primary, with Kerry 
playing up Dean's support from the 
NRA in Vermont. 

Kerry, by contrast, vowed not to 
be "the candidate of the NRA," a line 
the Massachusetts senator could use to 
woo suburban swing voters in a gen- 
eral election match-up against Bush 
but that might haunt him in a contest 
for conservative Democrats. 

A similar calculation will likely 
hold on abortion, another "wedge" 
issue that sparks a visceral response 
among key segments of the elector- 
ate. 

There are no significant differences 
among the Democrats on this issue (all 
are abortion-rights supporters). But 
there is a wide chasm between the 
Democrats and Bush, an anti-abortion 
president who recently signed into law 
a ban on late-term abortions. 

Bill Mclnturff, a GOP pollster, 
noted at a forum on the polarized 
electorate last week that the White 
House has been carefully tending to 
a conservative coalition on abortion 
and other social issues, but in an un-- 
der-the-radar way designed to attract 
minimum attention. 

"They very quietly have worked ' 
very hard... trying to find ways to keep 
all of them animated without hitting 
the conflict point," he said. 

Greenberg, the Democratic poll? 
ster, agreed that Bush had done a 
good job of cultivating his base. Butt 
he said, Democrats have a chance to 
win over some in the GOP's conserva^ 
tive coalition, namely lower-income 
white men. *. 

"They are unhappy with the job" 
losses. They're unhappy with the 
corporate special interests. And they 
don't like the inequities in the (Bush) 
tax cuts," Greenberg said - an analysis 
that Mclnturff did not dispute. 

"The Republicans will very 
likely raise these cultural issues... to 
try to keep them from acting on their 
doubts on the economy," Greenberg 
said. The trick for Democrats, he 
added, is "escaping" that debate and 
focusing instead on "our own forms 
of patriotism" with a broad appeal to 
unity and nationalism. 

"Essentially we're saying, 'Don't 
vote on those issues. That's not what 
this election is about. This election 
is about whether we're going to 
have a 100 percent country again,'" 

Election U4 
Kerry over Bush 
According to a recent poll, several Democratic candidates would do well in an 
election against President George W. Bush. 
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President George W. Bush speaks to a group of supporters on the state of the economy (top); Democratic 

Presidential Candidate Sen. John Kerry visits withsupporters in South Carolina (middle); and Sen. John Edwards 

celebrates his win of the South Carolina Presidential Primary on Tuesday night (below). 
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