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The George-Anne

YOUR
VIEW

BY BRALEY GARLAND
AND CONNOR WHITE

The George-Anne contributors

This past Saturday, Oklahoma State
basketball player Marcus Smart became
involved in a scandal after shoving a fan that
allegedly used a racial slur against him.

Smart fell into the Texas Tech fan during
a play and was suspended three games after
the shoving incident.

Our reporters asked Georgia Southern
University students how they would have
reacted if they were in the same situation
and if people in the spotlight should be held
to a higher standard than the normal.

Deliesha Green
freshman psychology major

“I think I would have just brushed it off. I
mean I live in America and I've come to realize
that some people aren't as accepting of other
people. He should have realized where he was.
A lot of people want to set a standard for how
people should act but sometimes they are like ‘oh

0

whatever I'm famous I can do what I want to.

lan Blackburn
freshman geography major

“I don't really blame him for it because the guy
in the stands called him a piece of crap and I don't
blame the guy for being ticked off. Because you
know you are on the basketball court working
and then a guy insults you. I don’t blame him for
being upset. I think that the people in the crowd
should also be held to higher standards. Fans
shouldn't call out players and be rude to them.”
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Brandon Fleming
junior computer science major

“That’s a tough situation to react to because,
you know, people like Jackie Robinson and a lot
of other great people went through a lot like that
and they had the self-control to restrain themselves
from doing things like that. I don't condone what
they did. There is no evidence (the fan) used a racial
slur but it is a 50 year old man calling a 19 year old
a piece of crap. If he really did use a racial slur he
deserved it. Personally I might have said something
but I wouldn't have put my hands on the man in
front of 50 cameras. That wasn't a smart idea. He
wasn't really thinking at that moment, it was just
like a reaction.”

Selly ay

junior art major

“I would have just brushed it off because I
get insulted all of the time and I'd rather not
get into physical fights with them. Especially
not if I am an athlete because I do get insulted
as an athlete. I am on the Georgia Southern
University equestrian team and sometimes
I do get insulted and I just don’t take things
personally anymore. I don’t think that people
should be held to a different standard because I
think that everyone should be treated equally”’
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Thomas McCormick
sophomore marketing major

“I would have shoved him too. I mean if
someone is going to talk down to you, you have to
stand up for yourself. It doesn’t matter if it is an old
guy or not. Just because someone got knocked over
doesn't mean you can use a racial slur, You shouldn't
be calling people names because of the color of their
skin. He realizes he is in the public, hes 19, he’s on
ESPN all the time. You've got to realize that people
are watching you in a public forum and you are held
to a different standard as far as publicity goes.”
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