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Nine arrested on drug charges 
BY TAYLER CRITCHLOW 
The George-Anne staff 

Statesboro-Bulloch Crime Suppression 
Team (C.S.T.) began operating Tuesday 
and hit the ground running with vehicle 
pursuits and marijuana felony charges and 
concluded in nine arrests. 

Marijuana felony charges were issued 
at two separate times, once at a traffic stop 
over an expired tag when marijuana was 
discovered in the vehicle. 

The other marijuana felony charge began 
at The Avenue at Southern where a traffic stop 
was initiated on the seller who struck two 
C.S.T. vehicles, a vehicle pursuit ensued before 
the seller fled on foot into Jalapeno's Mexican 
Restaurant with the intent of blending in with 
customers, according to the release. 

During a "knock and talk" at an apartment 
at Copper Beach Apartments, investigators 
obtained probable cause to issue a search 
warrant where marijuana, U.S. currency and 
packaging material was discovered, according 
to a news release. 

Investigation   into   the   Copper   Beach 

apartment continues. 
C.S.T is a consolidation of the Sheriffs 

Offices Drug Suppression Team, the Sheriffs 
Offices STEP unit and the Police Departments 
Crime Suppression Unit. 

The creation of the unit was the result of an 
understanding between Sheriff Lynn Anderson 
and Public Safety Director Wendell Turner, 
according to the news release. 

Five Sheriffs Office investigators, three 
uniformed Sheriff's Office deputies, a K-9 and 
four Statesboro Police Department officers 
make up C.S.T, allowing for a flexible^ unit, 
according to the release. 

The team exists to put unceasing pressure 
on criminals of all types who prey on innocent 
citizens, according to the release. 

Focused enforcement that no single agency 
can provide is a benefit of the C.S.T. as well as 
being able to investigate and pursue criminals 
regardless of jurisdiction, according to the release. 

According to the release, Anderson and 
Turner believe that the activities of the 
C.S.T. will continue to improve the safety of 
citizens of Statesboro and Bulloch County in 
the future. 
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What's the difference? 
Explaining what it means to be judicially referred or arrested 

BY JENNIFER CURINGTON 
The George-Anne staff 

Two weekends ago police found seven 
dorms in Eagle Village that were unlocked 
and had students drinking or intoxicated 
inside. 

Of those seven incidents, 18 students 
were judicially referred while two were 
arrested. 

The deciding factor for officers 
regarding whether a student receives 
a judicial referral or is arrested and 
judicially referred can vary, Chief Mike 
Russell, director of the Office of Public 
Safety, said. 

It also depends on the severity of each 
individual situation. 

"If we're doing a residence hall check 
and someone comes out of a room and 
they're holding a bottle of beer and 
they're nineteen and they're not overly 
intoxicated, that person is probably going 
to get referred," Russell said. "Whereas 
if we find someone staggering down the 
middle of Chandler Road that is .20[BAC] 
or something, that person is more than 
likely to be arrested." 

Russell said that judicially referring a 

"[A judicial referral] allows it to be an 
educational process. We know students 
are going to drink, were not trying to 
stop that. We want students to drink   ™ 7 
responsibly if you're going to drink," 

-Kerry Greenstein, 
Associate Dean of Students 

student instead of arresting him or her is not 
being lenient, it's utilizing another option to 
reprimand or educate students when they 
would normally not be taken to jail. 

Once a student is arrested by Georgia 
Southern University police or by Statesboro 
police, the Office of Student Conduct is 
notified and that student must then also go 
through the judicial referral process. 

Associate Dean of Students Kerry 
Greenstein said the biggest difference for 
students that are arrested is that they have to 
deal with the courts and GSU instead of just 
a hearing through the student conduct office. 

"We shouldn't look at them as criminals 

and that they're bad people. Maybe they just 
made a bad mistake or poor choice and We 
can help them with that," Greenstein said. 

If a student wished to show that 
they were not responsible for whatever 
situation brought them to the student 
conduct office's attention, he or she could 
present a case during a formal hearing to a 
board made up of faculty, staff .and fellow 
students that have received training before 
becoming board members. 

Greenstein said that board members 
are instructed to remove themselves from 
the hearing if they realize they know the 
student in question. 

While the three-strike policy creates 
guidelines for alcohol violations, it does 
not apply to situations such as drug use, 
domestic abuse, rape or theft. Greenstein 
said that alcohol is the center of most cases 
that are referred to his office. 

"[A judicial referral] allows it to be an 
educational process. We know students are 
going to drink, we're not trying to stop that. 
We want students to drink responsibly if 
you're going to drink," Greenstein said. 

Most students wait a week between 
when the meeting is set with the student 
conduct office and when it will occur. 
For that week, the stress of possible 
punishments to come weighs on them 
while they still must go to class. This 
is where having an advocate becomes 
helpful, Greenstein said. 

"When a student has been arrested, 
there's a lot of other stuff going on. 
They've got a lot of other concerns and 
issues," Greenstein said. "It's stressful to go 
through a semester and try to be successful 
as a student when you maybe missed a day 
or two because you were in jail overnight." 

Greenstein said professors are not 
notified if one of their students is judicially 
referred, but parents are. 

THE THREE STRIKE SYSTEM 
1st Strike 

1 hour group alcohol class and 
assessment, disciplinary 
probation period, letter sent to 
parent, fine and fee 

2nd Strike 
Two 1 hour individual alcohol and 
assessment class sessions, 6 
months probation period, higher fine 

3rd Strike 
Suspended for a semester to a year 

DaQuan Sims| George-Anne Contributor 
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Showing eagle spirit to Georgia representatives 
BY CAITLYN OLIVER 
The George-Anne staff 

Georgia Southern University's Victory Eagle 
was under repair and receiving touch-up work 
before it took flight last night to Adanta to 
represent GSU in the state capital today. 

Elsie Hill, professor of painting and drawing 
and Brandon Warnock, a junior art major, took 
charge of the repairs. 

"Being outside, the eagle was dirty and 
had some sun damage. The original artist left 
a list of the paints she used so we recreated 
the colors as best as possible. We were happy 
to repair it," Hill said. 

The sculpture was commissioned by Rose 
Mae Bogan Millikan in 2011 and painted by 
Kristina Hall, then a GSU student. 

The eagle was one of three that year to be 
commissioned and, after being on display for 
the inaugural Eagle Nation on Display auction, 
was donated back to the university to be 
displayed in the Foy Building. 

Originally, the Victory Eagle was part of the 
Eagle Nation on Parade contest. 

According to their website, Eagle Nation 
on Parade is a public art project dedicated to 
the traditions and unity of the GSU campus 
and Statesboro area, and supports student 

scholarships and research. 
Today will be the first annual Georgia 

Southern University day in the capital. 
"It's a great way for legislators to see what 

we do at home and to fund higher education. It 
shows what the state investments are producing," 
Russell Keen, vice president of government 
relations and community engagement, said. • 

The point of the event in Atlanta is to show 
the representatives the spirit of GSU because 
many of them are unfamiliar with the university 
and what it has to offer. 

"Most universities like UGA and Georgia 
Tech already have a represented day in the 
capital. This will be the first for Georgia 
Southern University," said Suzanne Tatum, 
assistant to the vice president of government 
relations and community engagement. 

The event will play host to approximately 
70 people from GSU, including Dr. Keel, most 
college deans and many students. The university 
mascot, Freedom, will make the trip as well. 

Keen said having the Victory Eagle in 
Atlanta at Georgia Southern's day in the capital 
says "We are the eagles' and ties in perfectly with 
the idea of freedom and our government. It 
says a lot about our country and state and will 
have an additional impact to the other ways the 
university will be presented.. 

Courtney Bonnaci | The George-anne 

Elsie Hill (Above and Left), professor of painting and drawing, works to repair and touch-up 
the Georgia Southern University's Victory Eagle. The eagle was commissioned in 2011 and is in 
Atlanta today for the first annual Georgia Southern University day in the capital. 
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