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The George-Anne

Our View

Support
healthy eating
- options

Over the past few semesters Georgia Southern
students have witnessed several changes within
Eagle Dining Services. Not only have the two dining
halls been renovated, but also Talons Grille has
changed their menu and the Pickle Barrel has now
closed it doors. _

The closing of the Pickle Barrel means that
students have one less healthy food option on
campus. The Pickle Barrel not only provided
students with healthier choices for a quick and

affordable snack or lunch, but also sold items that-

could be used as ingredients for a home cooked
meal, which set it apart from other stores and
restaurants on campus. Although the Marketplace
at Centennial also provides fresh produce, having
as many healthy options as possible would benefit
students who have a hard time maintaining a
nutritious diet while in college.

The space that the Pickle Barrel used to occupy
has been renovated into a sifting area with two
vending machines. The vending machines may be
convenient but the snack food they provide is far
from healthy.

Though Dining Services claims that the change
had nothing to do with the two new and improved
dining halls or the change in meal plans, the
steep drop in profit that the Pickle Barrel earned,
a decrease from $28,704.64 to $4,871.26 in the
monthly average revenue, suggested otherwise.

While Dining Services may have the final say
in whether not to keep a business or remodel it,
whether or not students are spending their money
there is going to influence their decisions. If students
want to see healthier eating opinions on campus it is
then they need to support the locations on campus
that provide them.
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DON'T
WORRY.

HE NEEDS A

COURT ORDER

IF HE WANTS

TO SWALLOW
YOU.

The effect of technology on millennials

The Baby Boomers call us apathetic.
Emotionless vessels desperately glued to the
screens in front of us. Our youth, they claim,
is wasted on a generation of individuals
who just don't give a damn. We have been
defamed by TIME magazine as the worst
generation of all time. Are we really that bad?
If so, what made us this way?

We are the children of 9/11. The ones
who watched two towers collapse, not
understanding why, but who cried anyways.
We watched casket after casket of fathers,
mothers, brothers and sisters return home
from places we never heard of, killed by
enemies we didn’t know existed.

We saw bodies floating in New Orleans,
an economic collapse that financially ruined
countless lives, and more mass shootings
than we can count all extensively covered
by 24-hours-a-day-seven-days-a-week
news cycle. This is the America we have
inherited.

Yet, history proves that we are living in
the most peaceful time ever recorded. There
is less war, violence and conflict than ever
before. But does it not seem like every day is
a tragedy, every headline a new atrocity?

THE
BOOK
OF ELI

Elijah Anderson

Of course it does, A hundred years
ago, despite exponentially greater levels
of violence, people were uniformed of
worldwide tragedies. Our ancestors were
not exposed to a constant stream of gushing
levels of violence. Technology has changed
the game. Instead of reading about a
murder in the newspaper I can now watch
it transpire in HD quality caught on video
surveillance.

Consider that nowadays there are
entire websites devoted to displaying
what I call death porn, where blood-
lusting humans flock to in order to satiate
their morbid appetites. Want to see'a guy
disintegrate upon being hit by a train?
Click here. How about a drone strike
incinerating innocent civilians? Click

here. The shock and awe of death has lost
its appalling effect. The constant stream
of violence we see in movies, news and
everyday life on the Internet has rendered
us desensitized, apathetic and despicably
self-absorbed.

Why should we be worried? What's
wrong with tuning out the bad, seeing
what we want to see? Well, ask the more
than six million Jews murdered during
the Holocaust or the innocent civilians
blown to pieces by misplaced drone
strikes. Atrocities like these are the result
of a desensitized populace, a populace
willing to turn the other way or one
distracted by something else entirely.
Technology has wonderful benefits. I will
be the first to recognize that, but we must
also recognize that it is systematically
rewiring our brains to feel less, focus on
instant gratification, and i ignore our most
basic instincts of compassion..Such is life
in the 21st century.

Anderson is a senior political science
major from Marietia. He is writing a thesis
paper on U.S. Intervention.

The George-Anne welcomes letters to the editor and appropriate guest columns. All copy
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