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New Paulson postponed 
BY JACKIE GUTKNECHT 
The George-Anne staff 

The financial need for the expansion of Paulson 
Stadium and the new Football Operations Center 
has not been met yet, but is expected to be reached 
this fall. 

"We have to raise $10 million before we can 
start building the Football Operations Center, and 
we only have $6 million now. Once we get the rest 
of the money we will continue and build," said 
John Mulherin, President of the Georgia Southern 
University Athletic Foundation. 

The Football Operations Center is a 57,000 
square foot building that will be located on the east 
end of Paulson Stadium, on Lanier Drive and will 
include a life-size statue of Coach Russell, the GSU 

Hall of Fame and a new scoreboard. Mulherin said 
that it is the single largest, privately funded project 
in the history of GSU. 

Mulherin said that the other $4 million needed 
to complete the quota would have to come from 
private funding when the football season begins. 

There is also a plan to expand the seating at 
Paulson Stadium, to add more seats for students. 
The seating expansion that will add 4,000 more seats 
will not happen unless the student body agrees on it. 

"The way we are going to progress is we are going 
to approach the student body, we're going to have 
meetings and through social media we are going 
to talk to the students about a fee that would be 
designated to pay for the addition of these seats," 
Athletic Director Sam Baker said. 

See STADIUM, Page 12 

Student overcomes obstacles 
BY KELSEY ELAM 
The George-Anne contributor 

Georgia Southern University student Kendra 
Etheridge made a come back this summer by 
enrolling in classes after enduring a three-month 
coma and endless therapy treatments. 

After surviving what should have been a fatal 
car accident, her doctors began calling her "miracle 
girl," Etheridge, senior public relations major, said. 

The weekend after Kendra's 23rd birthday, 
Sept. 19, she went home to celebrate the occasion 
with her family. That Saturday she went to a 
game with her father and out to dinner with her 
parents, but that's all she remembers from that 
weekend, Etheridge said. 

"I don't remember the entire weekend. I 
remember coming home and going to the game 
and going out to eat at Papa John's, and then I went 

to sleep," Etheridge said. "I thought I was a dream 
for three whole months, but I was in a coma." 

On Sunday of that weekend she was traveling 
back to GSU, where she had been attending school 
since 2008. She took exit 126 off of Interstate-16 
and stopped at the stop sign. Not aware of the 
pick-up truck coming towards her, she pulled out 
and was immediately hit on the driver's side door, 
Etheridge said. 

"I was airlifted to the Shepherd Center in 
Atlanta, and I stayed there for eight months," 
Etheridge said. "I almost died in the helicopter 
twice because my blood pressure and heart rate 
kept dropping." 

Etheridge said before the accident, she was an 
athlete. She was a competitive gymnast for eight 
years and won two state championships, and 
when she was 13 years old she quit gymnastics 

See MIRACLE, Page 3 

SLICE OF SUMMER 

Demario Cullars/The George-Anne 
Curtis Fink, President Brooks Keel and Dr. Tammie Schalue hand out 
large slices of watermelon at the GSU community during the 65th annual 
watermelon cutting tradition. See the full story on page 6. 
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Archeological team receives history award 
BY MARISSA MARTIN 
The George-Anne staff 

Georgia Southern University's 
Department of Sociology and Anthropology 
has received the Leadership in History award 
for their work at Camp Lawton. 

The site was excavated by Sue Moore, 
professor of anthropology, and GSU's 
department of sociology and anthropology. 
The award is given to those who are recognized 
collecting and interpreting local and state 
history to create a more meaningful past. 

The archeological research team consisted 
of Moore and six graduate students: Kevin 
Chapman, Matthew Newberry, Matthew 
Luke, Amanda Morrow, Mary Craft, and 
Christopher Kowalczyk. 

"States nominate projects for the award 
and there were 54 given out nationally. We 
were one of the 54," Moore said. 

The archeological team has recovered 
information about Camp Lawton for the past 

2.5 years, Moore said. 
"We've done less than one percent, part of 

the stockade and where the prisoners lived," 
Moore said. 

The site held stories of how cold and little 
shelter these prisoners had, Moore said. 

"Prisoner of war camps were the darkest 
part of the civil war," Morrow said. 

"A photograph-casing frame that went 
around a picture had been folded as though 
someone wanted to preserve the item," 
Moore said. "This type of artifact is unusual 
to find." 

It was folded neatly like someone 
cared very much about the person in the 
photograph, Moore said. 

"The folded picture frame was all that was 
left for one prisoner, it was really touching," 
Morrow said. 

A broken smoking pipe with a lead 
shaped bowl was an interesting recovery, 
Moore said. 

The fact that the pipe had a lead bowl 

made from melted down bullets showed the 
ingenuity of the prisoners, Moore said. 

The discovery of these items points to the 
persistence and ingenious of the prisoners, 
Moore said. 

"The real story here is of creativity and 
survival," Moore said. 

"This is really the only site of its kind 
because there had not been a lot of looting 
like Andersonville Prison," Amanda Morrow, 
graduate student, said. 

"There was an assumption that nothing 
was there. I was surprised that this site was 
still pristine, meaning there had been little 
looting from the camp," Moore said. 

Camp Lawton is located near Magnolia 
Springs Creek in Jenkins County, Georgia. 

The excavated site will become a state park 
with a visitor center this fall, Moore said. 

Moore said, "Much more needs to be 
done for full interpretation of the site. I will 
be working here at least for the rest of my 
life." 

Demario Cullars/Trie George Anne 

Historical memorabilia can be found at the 
Camp Lawton site dating all the way back to 
Civil War times 

SOAR students donate to Snacks for Soldiers 
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Demario Cullars/ The George Anne 

up donation boxes inside Rus- 
s a way to help our troops in 

BY MARISSA MARTIN 
The George-Anne staff 

As incoming SOAR students flood the 
campus of Georgia Southern University, 
donation boxes for Snacks for Soldiers were 
lined up along the halls of Russell Union, 
waiting to be filled. 

SOAR administration leaders participated 
in the charity by opening up a donation 
drive Tuesday for personal care items to 
ship to soldiers. The students were notified 
about the charity before heading down to 
Statesboro and most of them brought items 
to donate. 

"Parents and students during SOAR have 
contributed to 45 boxes of non-food items," 
Col. George Fredrick of Reserved Officer 
Training Corps (ROTC), said. 

These items are products the soldiers can't 
go without and buy while in Afghanistan, 
Fredrick said. 

"All of this has been donated by students 
who haven't even started classes," Fredrick said. 

There have been five SOAR sessions 
where ROTC has received donations, 
Fredrick said. 

"If the response keeps going like this, 

we will have enough for another shipment," 
Fredrick said. 

"This is a community effort. It was started 
by a professor on campus and the response 
he received from his students was so great 
we decided to take it on," Jordan Bailey, 
leader of Snacks for Soldiers, said. "Now it is 
a permanent effort." 

Letters were included and signed in care 
packages from Dr. Keel, SOAR administrators 
and SOAR students, Fredrick said. 

"The SOAR program led the donations 
and the ROTC administration are in charge 
of boxing the items and shipping them," 
Bailey said. 

"I think Snacks for Soldiers is a great idea 
for troops overseas in Afghanistan because 
you're not necessarily going to have phones 
or Internet when deployed. You won't have 
contact with anyone. The care packages are 
a way to show support and remind them 
that people back home care," National 
Guardsman Josh Cullen, junior construction 
management major, said. 

These packages give the soldiers a taste 
of home and show them that we still care, 
Bailey said. 

"We have sent 34 boxes of snacks to the 

soldiers weeks before this donation drive," 
Fredrick said. "We raised over $6000 during 
the ROTC Crawl, Walk and Run 5k to help 
fund our charity." 

"We have received thank-you letters from 
the soldiers and they are very personal, and 
heartfelt," Bailey said. "They have shared 
more than just a thank you. There have been 
a lot of personal stories." 

"We notified parents about the donation 
drive in two emails, the very first and the 
one right before SOAR. A link to the website 
was included in the email. SOAR students 
could turn in donations at check-in and we 
thanked people for donations during the 
welcome session," Paige Phillips, coordinator 
of orientation and parent programs, said. 

There were SOAR parents who were not as 
aware about these donations as they wanted 
to be and did not believe the distribution was 
very clear, Lori Pearson, SOAR parent, said. 

"I don't think they distributed the 
message well. They had a 'click here' in the 
email, so, I read about it, but I forgot about 
it because it was so far back. It didn't stick in 
my mind," Dawn Clarke, SOAR parent, said. 

Frederick said they are always looking for 
strategies to continue to do this. 

Page designed by Matt Veal To contact the news editor, e-mail ganewsed@georgiasouthern.edu. 
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Police Beat Statement of Operations 

Sunday, June 17 

• Officers issued three traffic cita- 
tions, five traffic warnings and 
responded to three alarms. 

Monday, June 18 

• A lost key was reported at Cen- 
tennial Place. 

• Richard William Ericson, 20, 
was charged with DUI, 
failure to maintain lane and pos- 
session of a false I.D. 

Tuesday, June 19 

• A piece of television equipment 
sustained water damage in the 
Carroll Building. 

• Antoinio Vicente-Crisanto, 24, 
was charged with DUI and 
driving with a suspended license. 

Friday, June 22 

• An employee of Henderson 
Library reported someone took 

money from her purse. 
• Officer responded to a panic 
alarm at Centennial Place. It 
was activated by accident. 

• Officers assisted Housing staff 
with serving an eviction notice. 

• A bike was found near lot 42. 

• Officers found a broken window 
at University Park. 

Monday, June 25 

• Officers issued one traffic cita- 
tion, one traffic warning, assisted 
two motorists and responded to 
four alarms. 

• Mary Charles Smith, 19, was 
charged with underage 
possession of alcohol, obstruc- 
tion of an officer and possession 
of a false I.D. 

Tuesday, June 26 

• Officers issued two traffic cita- 
tions, one traffic warning, as- 

sisted two motorists, responded 
to seven alarms, responded to a 
report of one injured person and 
one sick person. 

• A bicycle was taken from the 
Henderson Library. 

• A loud noise complaint was 
reported at Southern Pines. 
Some keys were found at the 
new Mail Center location. 

• Jontavious Ryshawn Edwards, 
21, was charged with theft by 
taking. 

• The following subjects were ar- 
rested from incidents occurring at 
the University Park over a period 
of time: Chandler Keen, 17, was 
charged with criminal damage to 
property in the second degree. 
Seth Morgan, 17, was charged 
with criminal damage to property 
in the second degree. 
Five juveniles were also charged 
in connection with these inci- 
dents. 

MIRACLE, from page 1 

and became a cheerleader for seven years. 
Her doctors told her that her 

athleticism was one of the reasons why 
she is alive today, Etheridge said. 

"The doctor said that me being in 
such good physical shape really helped 
save my life. If I hadn't been, then my 
body would not have been able to 
sustain all of the surgeries," Etheridge 
said. 

Etheridge endured eight hours of 
surgery after the crash. Her doctors 
performed a three-in-one surgery in 
which they operated on her brain, put 
braces on her broken hips and removed 
her spleen, Etheridge said. 

Etheridge's doctors and family had 
witnessed the first miracle survival. In 
the'following months, Etheridge would 
accomplish feats that her doctors did not 
believe were possible. 

"The doctors said that I probably 
wouldn't speak, and if I did there was a 

good chance 
that I would 
have brain 
damage," 
Etheridge said. 
"But when I 
woke, up the 
first thing my 
dad asked me 
was 'who am 
I?' and I said, 'daddy?' 

It was three months after the crash 
and Etheridge was talking, but that wasn't 
the end of her recovery. After seven 
months of being confined to a wheel 
chair, Etheridge began walking and today 
she uses only a cane to be mobile. 

"Everything man said, God proved 
wrong. God is the same God from the 
Bible days and he still performs miracles," 
Etheridge said. 

Etheridge is still attending GSU 
and  hopes  to  graduate  next  spring. 

Although she should have graduated last 
December, Etheridge is thankful that she 
was capable of returning to school. 

"I'm so excited to get out of school, 
but then again I'm so blessed to have my 
brain and mind intact to be able to come 
back to school and make good grades. I 
make better grades now then I did before 
the accident," Etheridge said. 

Even though her grades have 
improved, she still struggles with the 
hardships of being handicapped. Among 
her struggles are the reactions of others 
when they see her, Etheridge said. 

"Most of them [students] are great, but 
a few of them just look at me," Etheridge 
said. "If you don't know my story, then 
you don't have any right to look at me 
and judge me." 

Etheridge said her battle to become 
healthy is a long one, but she wants to use 
what she has learned to help others who 
are experiencing that same battle. 

The George-Anne is the 
official student newspaper of 
Georgia Southern University, 
owned and operated by 
GSU students using facilities 
provided by the university. 
The newspaper is the oldest 
continuously published 
newspaper in Bulloch 
County. The newspaper is 
a designated public forum 
for the Georgia Southern 
community.The newspaper 
is published twice weekly, 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
during most of the academic 
year. Any questions regarding 
content should be directed to 
the student editor by phone at 
912.478.5246 or at gaeditor@ 
georgiasouthern.edu. 

ADVERTISING: The newspaper 
accepts advertising. Inquiries 
may be made by calling 
912.478.5418 or 912.478- 
0566. Fax any questions to 
912.478.7113 ore-mail ads1@ 
georgiasouthern.edu. 

The George-Anne receives 
additional support, in part, 
from the Student Activities 
Budget Committee. 

The deadline for reserving 
space and submitting 
advertising copy is noon, one 
week prior to the intended 
publication date. For more 
information, rate cards, 
sample publications, contact 
the advertising manager or 
student media director. 

The advertiser is 
responsible for any errors 
in advertisements and its 
liability for adjustments is 
limited to the amount of 
space the error occupied 
in the ad. Further, the 
newspaper is not responsible 
for any damages caused due 
to an ad's omission from a 
particular edition and its 
responsibility solely is to 
reschedule the ad in the next 
regular edition at the regular 
advertising rates. 

STUDENTS BEWARE: The 
George-Anne screens all 
advertisements prior to 
publication. The newspaper 
strives to accept ads for 
legitimate products and 
services only. Students 
are urged to exercise 
caution when replying to 
ads-particularly those that 
require personal information. 
Students are also urged to 
report to the newspaper any 
suspicious offers which they 
might see in an ad. 

PUBLICATION INFORMATION: 
The newspaper is printed 
by Signature Offset in 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

NOTICE: Unauthorized 
removal of multiple copies 
from a distribution site 
constitutes theft under 
Georgia law, a misdemeanor 
offense punishable by a fine 
and/or jail time. 
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Copy Editor Kevin Gregan 

Business Manager Chloe Douglas 

Marketing Manager TJ Jackson 

Accounts Manager Kenneth Colyer 

Distribution Manager Nick Garcia 

Production Manager Mallory McLendon 

Photo Editor Demario Cullars 

Corrections 
Contact the editor at gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu for 
corrections and errors. 

Page designed by Matt-Veaf To contact the news editor, email ganewsed@georgiasouthern.edu. 
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Keel must address the 
communication issues 

In last week's edition of The George- 
Anne, we reported on President Brooks 
Keel's plan to move forward following 
a critical open letter from Georgia 
Southern University's literature and 
philosophy chair Dr. David Dudley. 

Keel laid out a plan of action that 
includes various forums and open 
office hours, both of which he plans to 
implement during the fall semester. 

While this plan has the potential to 
be very effective, many variables will 
have to function properly for Keel's 
forums and office hours to work, the 
first of which is the president himself. 

This fall is not soon enough. 
Problems are arising now, and Keel 
needs to follow up on these plans 
without delay. As the president of this 
university, it is his job to take charge 
and encourage faculty to voice their 
critiques. 

This does not mean listening and 

moving on without taking action. 
Speech is rendered impotent when 
there is no action to follow it up. 

Keel alone, though, cannot make 
every change. He should encourage 
his administration to make changes 
immediately when necessary. Politics 
should not trump concerns from faculty, 
who have the most direct relationship 
with students and therefore, are 
in tune with students' needs. 

Keel's responsibilities also 
include fostering a friendly 
environment for faculty 
communication. Nobody 
should be afraid to voice 
concerns under threat of being . 
reprimanded or fired. A university 
should be a zone of free speech and 
communication. Honest speech 
without fear of punishment should 
be a cornerstone of how GSU is run. 

Faculty must be effective 
in voicing their opinions 

Our 
View 

In last week's edition, we reported 
on literature and philosophy chair Dr. 
David Dudley's open letter that explained 
multiple concerns about communication 
issues between GSU faculty and 
administration. 

"I think that many faculty, particularly 
faculty who've been here a long time, feel 
ignored sometimes," Dudley said. Other 

members of the GSU faculty 
have voiced support for Dudley's 
view 

We hope Dudley will be the 
first of many. The George-Anne 
has .covered faculty concern over 
administration in the past and 
met hard resistance. Of course, 

professors are weary of commenting on 
an issue that could lead to repercussions. 
Professors without tenure risk losing the 
chance to reach it. Professors with tenure 
risk not receiving research approval or 
funds. 

However, faculty must act. The 
problems Dudley mentioned will not go 
away, and waiting silently causes more of 
the same. Dudley's letter has been met by 
such support by so many faculty that we 
wonder why more have not been written 
in the past. 

Now, though, President Brooks Keel 
has offered an alternative to open letters. 
With his forums and open office hours, 
there is no excuse to remain voiceless. 

One open letter has already 
created motion towards improved 
communication. If the entirety of the 
faculty can speak up without fear of being 
reprimanded, then GSU may have an 
effective and open administration that 
takes every angle into consideration. 

Ultimately, this is about the students. 
The best environment for us as students 
is an environment where students, faculty 
and administration can all communicate 
openly and honesty. 

The George-Anne welcomes letters to the editor and appropriate guest columns. Ail copy 
submitted should be 350 words or fewer, typed, and sent via e-mail in Microsoft Word format 
to gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu. All submissions must be signed and include phone number 
for verification. GSU students should include their academic major, year and hometown. The 
editors reserve the right to reject any submission and edit submissions for length. 

Opinions expressed herein are those of the Board of Opinions or columnists themselves and 
DO NOT necessarily reflect those of the faculty, staff or administration of GSU, the Student 
Media Advisory Board, Student Media or the University System of Georgia. 

New housing complexes can make improvements 
In last week's edition of The 

George-Anne, we reported on One 
Eleven South, one of three upcoming 
housing complexesbeing developed 
to be offered to Georgia Southern 
University students by fall 2013. 

We also reported on Aspen 
Heights and Monarch Douglas, two 
new housing complexes that are in 
the works and also slated to open in 
fall 2013. 

With Aspen Heights and Monarch 
Douglas yet to break ground, I 
would like to take this opportunity 
to recommend some improvements 
that can be made to the typical college 
apartment 

First things first, build some real 

ALEXANDER 
THE 
PRETTY 
GOOD 

ALEX LASALLE 
OPS EDITOR 

walls and ceilings. People live here, 
and I would like to be able to sleep 
while my upstairs neighbors are 
giving their pet elephant tap-dancing 
lessons at 3 a.m. While you're at it, 
maybe make some walls that don't 
expose the sheetrock when I am 
eventually forced to remove my Dark 
Side of the Moon poster. 

Structural concerns aside, there 
are other ways to improve the college 
living experience. 

Our own Courtney Escher has 
covered the concept of the roommate- 
matching test before, and I think 
it's time to expand that concept to 
neighbors. Maybe you're a person of 
the "big & tall" variety. Let your future 
landlord know this beforehand so 
you can be put on the ground floor. 
Nobody wants to be sleeping on the 
level under you when you hop around 
your room trying fit into your pants at 
7:00 in the morning. 

Similarly, some of us make more 
noise than others. That's a fact of 
life. Maybe you like waking up the 

soothing sounds of full-volume Iron 
Maiden in the morning. Maybe you 
want to sing that annoying Gotye 
song at the top of your lungs when 
you take your shower. Then you get 
paired with a next-door neighbor 
that lost their hearing a long time ago. 
Everybody wins. 

Speaking of showers, can we 
please get something sized for a 
human? Again, this is a bigger 
problem for those of us with some 
extra volume. I would like to be able 
to wash myself without feeling like 
I'm "deflowering" the shower. 

One other thing: when you are 
labeling your building numbers and 
apartment numbers, put the number 

where people can see it. If I'm driving 
over to a friend's place - particularly 
after dark - then I probably won't be 
able to look behind the bushes or the 
staircase to see the 5-inch building 
number. What are these, apartments 
for ants? 

And seriously, put a light near it. 
If you can afford to put 20 spotlights 
outside my bedroom window, you 
can afford a light over the building 
number. 

I hope the good folks constructing 
new housing in Statesboro take this 
advice into account. 

LaSafle is a senior writing and 
linguistics major from Camming, Ga. 

Page designed by Mallory Mclendon To contact the opinions editor, e-mail gadaily@georgiasouthern.edu. 
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Providing an alternative to GSU's transportation 
The Georgia Southern University bus 

system has more issues than Britney Spears had 
in 2007. 

Along with the rudeness that seems to 
shroud the passengers of these transportation 
vehicles, more frustrations now ensue; the 
buses are prone to explosions. In addition to 
that, the interim buses GSU was set to receive 
this summer have worse issues than the 
previous ones. 

At this point, I think it's pointless to even 
have a bus system. Seriously, how many more 
bad omens do we need until we take the hint 
that we shouldn't be investing in, or even riding 
in, these large metal death machines? 

I say we eighty-six the whole bus thing and 
find new methods of transportation. These 
new methods should be greener, more fun and 
interactive. Best of all, there's probably a way to 
get a KINS credit out of them. 

My first idea: Rickshaws and pedicabs. 
For those who are a little behind on the 

times - maybe a few streets behind - rickshaws 
are wagon-like chariots that are pulled by a 
running person, and pedicabs are wagon- 

MODEST 
FINDINGS 

like chariots that are pulled by a person on a 
bicycle. 

Students seeking a credit in either a running 
or cycling class could pull these small cabs 
through campus and help out their fellow 
students by providing them with rides. They 
could even save time by wearing feedbags like a 
pack-mule and at the end of the ride they could 
collect tips. Win-win. 

Now, I know that the Statesboro heat may 
make this idea sound like a bit of a turn off, but 
just think of it as riding in a small convertible 
without air conditioning. 

Some students may also be concerned with 

the pace of the wagon-cabs and think that 
it may be easier to just walk or bike to class 
themselves. They would be correct. 

But wouldn't you rather feel like you're 
riding in a parade when you're on your way 
to class? Everyone loves parades, and let's be 
honest - it's not like the buses we pay for go 
any faster. 

My second idea: Horses. 
While I do find horses terrifying with their 

Gary Busey teeth that never end and flared 
lips, I think that they are an excellent way of 
transportation and I don't see why we stopped 
using them. 

If I've picked up anything other than a thing 
for Matt Damon's burly mustache from re- 
watching the Coen brother's version of "True 
Grit," it's that your horse will keep on keepin 
on until you stab it repeatedly in the side and 
then shoot it in the head when it finally passes 
out hours later. 

Students could earn an equestrian credit 
for riding individual horses and our civil 
engineering students could gain real-life 
experience by finding ways to improve our road 

system so that the waste runoff from the horses 
can be used for fertilizer in our green space. 

Horses could be used in so many ways. We 
could ride them individually, they could pull 
covered wagons, buggies and chariots through 
the bus route, and I'm pretty sure horses don't 
suffer from small electrical fires. 

There will be no chariots of fire on this 
campus! 

The only possible turn-off to this idea is 
the issue of where we would keep the horses. 
Simple solution: Turn Sweetheart Circle into 
a functional stable and pasture. Who would it 
hurt? It's not like anyone uses Sweetheart Circle 
for anything other than jagweed past-times 
like Frisbee, hacky-sack and hammock-chillih 
anyway. 

Maybe in order to get to campus efficiently 
we need to go back in time. Or maybe we 
should just stop complaining and be grateful 
that we even have buses because really, what 
are our alternatives? 

Escher is a junior journalism major from 
Canton, Ga. 

FRANKLIN© 
® TOYOTA- SCION <&Wm I' l "* 

500 Commerce Drive 
beside the new Holiday Inn 

> Oil Change 
> Tire Services 
> Tune-Up & 

Transmission Service 
> A/C & Radiator Service 

Brake Service 
> Engine Repair 
> Body Shop Services 

BUY OR LEASE 
A NEW TOYOTA, GET A 

000 
SCHEDULE YOUR SERVICE ONLINE! ; Toyota.com 

888-695-8165 
PROTECT 
YOUR VEHICLE! 
Regular maintenance and upkeep is crucial to your 
car's optimal performance, best possible gas mileage, 
and highest resale value. 
Our service department offers the best in 
automotive service for all makes and models. 
PLUS we provide a free shuttle to and from campus! 
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Eagle Nation Rains Watermelons 
GSU celebrates 65th annual watermelon cutting 
BYJANINESTEPHAN 
The George-Anne contributor 

Crowds gather around the Pedestrium 
to witness Georgia Southern University 
President Brooks Keel, the First Lady and 
retired GSU cafeteria manager Curtis Frink, 
take a knife to the iced-down green ovals 
at this season's 65th annual watermelon 
cutting. 

The event took place on Monday at 10 
a.m. on the Pedestrium near the banks of 
the campus lakes and in front of the Carruth 
building. 

"These traditions are what make Georgia 
Southern so interesting and attractive 
to others. It's exciting to provide for the 
community and give a little back to those who 

do so much for us," Keel said. 
The tradition, which has been taking place 

on campus every summer since 1948, brings 
out new, curious members of the university's 
community each year. 

"My method? I let Mr. Curtis show me 
how to do it! It's all in the wrist. That's what 
I was always told. They don't usually like me 
to have a lot of sharp objects around so I'll be 
under a great deal of supervision to make sure 
everything stays safe," Keel said. 

Frink has sliced locally grown watermelons 
by the side of every president since the 
tradition began. His presence at the event 
was not only longstanding, but also essential 
for mastering the traditional method of 
watermelon cutting. 

"Lay [the watermelon] on the table, bring 

the knife up real high and come down right in 
the center of it. Then just keep on slicing it in 
half," Frink said. 

As Keel excitedly greeted the awaiting 
watermelon truck and staff accompanying 
it, people chatted amongst themselves about 
their own personal experiences at traditional 
GSU events. Many were first-timers and 
others had been attending the watermelon 
cutting for decades. 

"I've been coming to this thing for over 
five years now and it's my favorite part of the 
summer. I love getting to take a break and eat 
a sweet, cold slice of watermelon. Mr. Curtis 
really has a way with that knife," custodian 
Arnold Perkins said. 

"As an outsider, I think it's awesome that 
y'all do this! GSU has a lot more traditions 

than any other school I've attended. I'm here 
at Georgia Southern for the first time today so 
I'm trying to soak up all of the experiences I 
can. But why watermelons instead of peaches? 
This is the peach state right? Well I guess 
watermelons are much more exciting," the 
temporary professional in the department of 
resident life, Jenna Ryan, said. 

Many members of the crowd had no idea 
what they were in for and could not believe 
that the President himself was actually cutting 
free watermelon. 

"Woah! Those slices are huge! I had no idea 
we were getting a quarter of a watermelon 
here!" GSU alumni Ben Karpel said. 

The watermelon cutting tradition will 
continue every Tuesday of July at 10:00 a.m. 
on the Pedestrium. 

Demario Cullars/George-Anne Staff 

Georgia Southern University staff and students and members of the Statesboro community come together for 
the 65th annual watermelon cutting tradition. Left: GSU President Brooks Keel slices a heaping chunk of ice 
cold watermelon. Right: Children enjoy a sweet delicious treat in the grueling Statesboro heat. 
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Pirate maze puts a new spin on Georgia history 
BY DUSTIN TILLIGKEIT 
The George-Anne staff 

Navigate through the hazardous path of a 
pirate's life in the Georgia Southern University 
Museums latest exhibit, "Pirate Attack: A 
Georgia Adventure Maze." 

The exhibit is a maze that features posters 
and displays with information about the lives 
and traditions of pirates. 

"The great thing about a maze is it's a lot 
of fun and in the process you have to read 
the material," director of the museum, Brent 
Tharp said. 

A dead end in the maze means potential 
capture for the unskilled pirate by a naval 
gunship or an impenetrable fort protecting 
any riches a pirate might seek to plunder. 

The idea to have a maze featuring the 
history of piracy was originally thought of 
while the staff was searching for an era of 
Georgia's history that is rarely discussed for 
the theme of the maze, Tharp said. 

"At first, the challenge was laying out the 
path, but now the maze takes about two days 
to build," Tharp said. 

The   maze   is   constructed   inside   the 

Demario Cullars/George-Anne Staff 

Students and Statesboro community members can explore the life of piracy at the Georgia 
Southern University Museam's exhibit, "Pirate Attack: A Georgia  Adventure Maze." 

museum in the main exhibit room and 
students can navigate the exhibit for free 
with an Eagle ID from now until Sept. 2nd. 

"This is the really early history of 
Georgia. Before it was a colony, it was a no 
man's land between English and Spanish 

territory, which made it perfect for pirates," 
Tharp said. 

Pirates have long appeared in popular 
works thanks to the exciting and adventurous 
air of their life. This tradition has continued 
to  the  modern  day  with  the  successful 

"Pirates of the Caribbean" film franchise. 
"Early on, pirates held a popular image, 

the idea of adventure and striking it rich is 
appealing," Tharp said. 

The maze also featured several other 
pieces of cultural history, including the 
diversity found among pirate crews and the 
dangers of being injured. 

"I liked the fact that they had women 
pirates. That was cool, even though there 
were only two that were famous," junior 
education major Latosha Chong said. 

"I liked the weapons panel because I 
didn't know why pirates carried multiple 
flintlock pistols," graduate assistant of the 
Museum, Brandi Moody, said. 

"I really like how all the information was 
more of the practical parts and the history of 
pirates, unlike what we see in Hollywood," 
Moody said. 

"It's really informative. Almost better 
than a history book," freshman philosophy 
major Diante Mclntosh said, "It was way 
more legit than I thought it would be." 

Tharp said, "This is something in your 
own backyard and students can take a break 
and enjoy something fun." 

Mon & Thurs: 
Double Punch 

Days! 
KS> 

FROZEN YOGURT • GELATO < SORBET • SMOOTHIES 

SELF-SERVE FROZEN YOGURT 
10 FLAVORS OF FROZEN YOGURT DAILY 

Come Try our 
New Delicious, 

M   Fresh, Fruit 
M       Smoothies! * 

Toppings to 
Choose From! 

721 SOUTH MAIN ST. #9 
STATESBORO, GA 

LOCATED IN QUIZNOS SHOPPING CENTRE 

CONTACT # 912-681-2547 

*Valid through 4/30/2012. Cannot 
be combined with any other discounts 

HOURS: 
MON-THURS: 11 AM- 1 OPM 
FRI-SAT : 11 AM • 11PM . 

SUN:12PM-10PM 

Page designed by Jose R. Gil To contact the arts editor, e-mail features@georgiasouthern.edu. 



■SRimlNsHMHHRMBSPHSl 

PUZZLES/COMICS 
8   Thursday, June 28, 2012 

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis  

ACROSS 
1 It's often about a 

yard ■ 
6 Nanny's 

challenges 
11 Milk meas. 
14 Pepe l_e Pew's 

pursuit 
15 Sit in on 
16 Schnozz 

extension 
17 A pint to drown 

your sorrows? 
19 Co. with Mercury 

in its logo 
20 Editorial notation 
21 Mays, in his last 

game 
22 Place 

strategically 
24 Clairvoyance 
26 Frolicsome 
27 Great diner food? 
33 One might make 

a ewe turn 
34 Toothbrush bristle 

material 
35 Disregard 
36 Annual award 

org. 
38 Some six-packs 
39 "PS. I Love You," 

originally 
40 First name in 

game shows 
41 Piece maker? 
43 Joe and Rose's 

youngest 
44 Filmed scenes 

from a Triple 
Crown event? 

48 Pig feature 
49 Sidewalk stand 

offering 
50 Speakers' stands 
52 Army unit 
54 'That was close!"' 
58 Cognac mate 
59 What a hamster 

wheel requires? 
62 Most admired, in 

chat roorrts 
63 Nail the test 
64 Black ball 
65 Calabria crowd? 
66 Eft parents 
67 Colombian 

currency 

1 2 3 4 
5 

f\ 
6 

7 8 9 10 1 11 
12 13 

14 
^ 

16 

17 

25 

19 

20 21 

29 30 

22 '23 

31 32 

24 26 

■ ̂ 28 

P 
33 

45 
1 
46 

35 

36 38 39 

40 41 42 ■ 43 

57 

44 

52 

47 

56 

48 

60 

49 

50 51 

1 
53 ■ 54 55 

58 59 61 

62 63 l 64 

65 66 67 

By Marti DuGuay-Carpenter 
DOWN 

1 They come and 
go 

2 Discharge 
3 Difference in a 

close race 
4 Coast Guard 

craft 
5 Goof 
6 Diamond comer 
7 Tin Woodman's 

affliction 
8 Org. concerned 

with canine 
health 

9 Math squiggles 
10 Drives, or driven 

ones 
11 "Get lost!" 
12 Chorus line 
13 Lord's partner 
18 Drain 
23 Garlic  
25 IRS form figures 
26 Parsonages 
27 Hall of  
28 Awe-inspiring 
29 Bordeaux wine 
30 Places to spot 

studs 
31 Ocean's motions 

J une 21st Puzzle Solved 
T 0 Y p A T R O L D R U G 
H R E 0 T O O L E H 1 K E 
R O S s T E A L S S T U N 

I M S E TH T R 1 T E| A L E 
F E E D ■ J O S E |N A D E R 
T O S S P O T R c C O L A 

A H O T A L E V E L 
c O R N E R S T O R E 

S I 0 U A N E T E S 
u N T I D Y O R E G A N O 
R A T s O 1 S P S A L O U 
P R O 1 x A C T O I B R E T T 
L U N T S E A V E R G A L 
U S T A P 1 G E O N U T E 
s H O E S T E R N O P E T 

(c)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 

32 Went over the 
limit 

33 Skatepark 
feature 

37 Before, in Brest 
39 Drop on a 

sweater? 
42 Sports figures 
45 Like Kia Motors 
46 Subtle distinction 
47 Collectible doll 
50 Finn's vessel 

51 "A Jug of Wine ..." 
poet 

52 Landed 
53 Brooklyn 

hoopsters 
55 Cauldron stirrers 
56 NATO alphabet 

"E" 
57 Attends to one's 

whistle? 
60 Mountain  
61 Fall mo. 

The George-Anne 

2 8 6 
9 7 4 8 

9 
3 4 8 5 

1 9 
5 6 1 7 
9 

6 7 2 3 
5 2 6 7 

Sudoku 
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For Sale 

Firewood for Sale. Delivery 
available! Call 912-690-0872 
or 912-690-4956. 

For sale: 2009 BMW 328i, 
hardtop convertible in great 
condition. Black with tan inte- 
rior. Call 912-293-1909. 

Used Fender Blues Jr. All-tube 
guitar amp, $350, negotiable, 
Perfect working order/condition 
(912)536-1610 

Help Wanted 

BARTENDERS WANTED! $250 
a day potential. Experience un- 
ecessary. Training provided. 18+ 
Call:1-800-965-6520 ext. 296 

Seeking an Assistant, excellent 
opportunity if looking to work 
in a friendly atmosphere. Self- 
Motivated, Positive Attitude, 
Ability to Multi task. Send resume 
to Martgay@gmail.com 

ACCOUNT MANAGER REPRE- 
SENTATIVE WANTED. MUST 
BE 18+, MUST BE SKILLED IN 
TYPING AND COMPUTER MAY 
TO EARN $300 PER DUTY. Email 
jjwalls333@gmail.com. 

American Shorthair Cats (AKC 
Reg.Male and Female)free to 
good home,contact bpills12@ 
gmail.com if interested 
Will proof papers for reasonable 
prices. Will also type short proj- 
ects. Must have ample lead time. 
E-mail auntre01@gmail.com. 
Fourth year writing & ling, major 
will proof papers/ tutor in writing, 
Cheapest rates, at least three 
days notice on assignments 

Research participants are need- 
ed for a study on resiliency in 
undergraduate college students 
with ADHD diagnoses. Please 
call 912-506-0390 or e-mail Ju- 
dith.driggers@waldenu.edu if 
interested. Participation voluntary 
and you may withdraw at any time. 
Each participant will be provided a 
$30 Walmart gift card as a "thank 
you" gift after participation. 

Subleases 

Planter's Row 1BR/1BT Cottage, 
$625 a month, Available for Sum- 
mer. Call 270-227-7507 

Fall 2012 Female University 
Pines 4 BR/2BT $409.00/month. 
Call: 478-251-6260 or email: 
rw02273@georgiasouthem.edu 

Subleases, cont. 

1BR/1BT available in a 4BR/4BT 
at Campus Club $700 for the 
summer or $370/month. Email 
at shannalawson22@gmail .com 
SUMMER 2012! 1BR/1BT at 
The Woodlands. $409/month 
plus utilities. Email Sadie at 
sn01140@georgiasouthern.edu 

Sublease at Cambridge for Re- 
duced Price 1 BR/BTH available 
in a 3 BR. $350/month Email 
shortiecutiel 02@yahoo.com 
2BR/2HBH at Hawthorne 2. $350/ 
month. Through July. Contact 
Shannon at 678-468-9407 

4BR/2BT apartment in the Ave- 
nue is only $320 Contact Tanera 
tm01729@georgiasouthern.edu 

Planter's Row for $365/month; 
utilities not included. Contact at 
at01770@georgiasouthem.edu or 
call (770) 546-6560 

3BR/2BT within 2 miles campus. 
You can sublease the other 2 
rooms. No smoking or pets. Call 
(706)951-1427.  

1BR/1BT available at Copper 
Beech apartment. Rent $394/mo. 
Please call 770-639-0264. 

HOT JOBS C<W Z^^^/?^ 
Job Title Company Deadline to Apply 

Recruiter Aerotek Feb20 

Police Officer Atlanta Police Department Dec 31 

Project Engineer/Estimator Griffith & Company, Inc. Dec 31 

Coop/Intern Locomotive Planning Norfolk Southern Sept 13 

Network Recovery Analyst Safe Systems Sept 13 

Financial Advisor Waddell&Reed Sept 6 

Entry Level Outside Sales - Metro Atlanta ADP Aug31 

Special Events Intern- Fall 2012 Camp Twin Lakes Aug31 

Writer, Content Developer Consumer Electronics Advisory Aug31 

Web and Multi Media Intern S.TAR.S. Foundation Aug24 

Staff Accountant (full-time internship) Draffin& Tucker Aug23 

Site Director, Georgia Teaching Fellows The New Teacher Project Aug18 

Bilingual Recruitment Program Internship Make-A-Wish«GAandAL Augl 

Finance Internship Make-A-Wish* GA and AL Augl 

Co-Op Student Savannah River Nuclear Jul31 

To view the detailed job descriptic >ns application instructions or additiona postings, log 
into the Eagle Career Net/NACEIi ik system found at www.georgiasouthe rn.edu/career. 

Subleases, cont. 

Garden District with 2 roommates 
looking for a female. I'm only ask- 
ing for $300/month. Call 404-764- 
6490 ask for Monica. 
All inclusive, two story, fully fur- 
nished, 4 BR for $330/month 
Contact (229) 326-4291. 
Fall Semester at the Avenue 
4BR/2BH, fully furnished, 
$325/mo. Contact Deandre at 
dc03436@georgiasouthem.edu. 

626 B at the Exchange. Female 
Roommate needed. $519.00 per 
month. Available now. Contact 
(706) 523-6001  
4BR/4BT at Campus Club $409 
a month Contact Chin Herbert at 
ch02002@georgiasouthern.edu 

SUMMER SUBLEASE. 1 BR/BT 
in 4 BR in Campus Club. $350/ 
month and May is free. Contact 
Taylor Hall:904-742-6460 

1 BR/BTH available in a 2BR/ 
BTH unit at Cambridge. $400 
a month all enclusive. Please 
contact Katlyn at (912)704-6578. 

Subleasing 3 BR/2BT house on 
Parker Ave in Brooklet. Contact 
Joyce at (912) 842-9479. 

Subleases, cont. 

3BR/3BTH apt for sublease @ 
Campus Club. $100 off 1 st month 
for 2 rooms! Contact 706-654- 
8892 for more details! 

Summer 2012, individual bath- 
room, 3 female roomates. wash- 
er/dryer. Call Kaylah Ibidapo at 
678-612-1087 

Summer 2012 1 br/1 bt at the Av- 
enue. $465 May rent and $100 
for June and July paid. Contact at 
kp01343@georgiasouthem.edu 

1 BR in Campus Club. Available 
from the end of May until July. It 
is$445/mo Contact at af02017@ 
georgiasouthem.edu. 

Summer 2012 4BR/2BT apart- 
ment in the Avenue is only $320 
Contact Tanera @ tm01729@ 
georgiasouthem.edu 

Sublease available ASAP at Cop- 
per Beach. $389/mo. Utilities not 
included. Contact 478-957-1005. 

Fall 2012 $340/month. Gentily 
Road, 210 South Edgewood Drive. 
Contact at 229-291-4002 or e-mail 
ab05279@georgiasouthern.edu. 

Girl Roommate Needed for Au- 
gust '12 - July '13 at the Ham- 
mocks. 2br/2bt. Rent $425 + utili- 
ties. Call Jordan 912-288-1667. 

Subleases, cont. 

1 BR/1 BT available at the Wood- 
lands. $409/mo Email Adrian at 
ac02271 @georgiasouthern.edu 
Hammocks Townhouse. 3BR/3BH 
Upstairs. Start in August $383.33/ 
mo plus utilities. E-mail av00248@ 
georgiasouthem.edu 

Female Roommate Needed $400/ 
Mo 220 BRUISER CIRCLE off of 
Burkhalter Road. 4BR/4BHw 

Houses for Rent 

2, 3, 4 5, 6, and 7 BR houses 
available Aug 1,2012 24 hr repairs 
guarenteed 912-682-7468 
Furnished apartment Located just 
past Mill Creek Park. $500/month. 
912-531-1319 

4BR/ 2BH Robin Hood Trail 
4BR/ 2BH Tillman Street 
4BR/ 2BH - Talons Lake 
www.wildoakinvestments.com 
Call: 912-682-9515 

2000 Talons Lake 4BR/4BH 
$1000/month. 16 Tillman St. 4 
BR/ 3BT $1000/month. Call 912- 
484-4763 for more information. 

217 Booster Blvd. and Berkhalter 2 
4BR/BT $375/month for Fall 2012 
call 770-722^1708. 

The Office of Caree 

■•■■ 

Questions about the job search ? 
■Curious about internships? 

.......    ■    .. ■        .      . 

Wondering what you should do with your 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 
12 pm to 3 pm 

±047 Williams Center 

912.4T8.SU97 | GeorglaSouthern.edu/career 

Page designed by Mallory McLendon To place a classified ad, email gaclass@georgiasouthern.edu. 
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YOUR GUIDE TO QFF-CRIWUS ENTERTAINMENT 

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
Gnat's Landing 
Happy Hour (5-7 p.m.) 
ALL DAY: 
-$10 beer buckets 
-$3 doubles 
-$3 bombs 
-$3 Newcastle 

Loco's Grill and Pub 
ALL-DAY: 
-$2 draught beer 
Happy Hour (5-7 p.m.): 
-Halt-off draught beer, wings, chips 
& queso, and chips & salsa 

Coconut Thai Cuisine 
-$1 Sangria 

Applebee's 
-$3 Jose Cuervo shots 
-$3 appletinis 
-$3 Corona 
-$1 Jell-0 shots 
-$3 Moscato 

Dingus Magees 
Happy Hour (5 p.rri.-12 a.m.) 

Emma's 
-$2.50 34oz draft beer 

GATAs 
Happy Hour (6-8 p.m.) 
Power Hour (10-11 p.m.) 
-$1 shots 
-$2.50 doubles 

Gnat's Landing 
Happy Hour (5-7 p.m.) 
-$10 beer buckets 
-Live music 

Loco's Grill and Pub 
ALL-DAY: 
-$4 Crown Royal 
-$3 Sangria punch 
Happy Hour (5-7 p.m.): 
-Half-off draught beer, wings, chips 
& queso, and chips & salsa 

Applebee's 
-$3 Long Island Iced Tea 
-$3 domestic brutus 
-$4 premium brutus 
-$1 Jell-0 shots 

Dingus Magees 
Happy Hour (5 p.m.-12 a.m.) 

Emma's 
-$2 12oz Sex on the Beach 

GATAs 
Happy Hour (6-8 p.m.) 
-$5 Natural Light Pitchers 

Gnat's Laning 
Happy Hour (5-7 p.m.) 
-$10 beer buckets 
Live music 

Loco's Grill and Pub 
-$5 Absolut Bloody Mary Bar (11 a.mj 
- 3 p.m.) 
ALL-DAY: 
-$5 Miller Pitchers 
-$3 Eagleritas 

Applebee's 
-$3 appletinis 
-$3 Long Island Iced Tea 
-$3 wells 

Dingus Magees 
Happy Hour (5 p.m.-12 a.m.) 

Emma's 
-$2 12oz lime margarita 

GATAs 
-Kegs on Deck: $5 cups 
-$1 refills 
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GSU athletics improve APR scores 
BY JANNAH BOLDS 
The George-Anne staff 

A total of 10 Georgia Southern University 
athletic programs have improved their Multi- 
Year Academic Progress Report scores from 
the reporting period ending with the 2010- 
2011 academic year. 

All 15 teams achieved the 925-point 
single-year standard and five teams recorded 
the perfect score of 1000 including cross- 
country, women's basketball, golf and men's 
and women's tennis. 

"We continue to see progress, not only 
in the multi-year APR scores, but also in 
the other indicators of academic success," 
Associate Athletics Director for Compliance 
and Eligibility and Director of Student-Athlete 
Services Keith Roughton said. 

The GSU cross-country program has 
received a score of 1000 for the third time in 
four years. 

"It really shows their dedication to being 
both a student and an athlete and they do a 

great job at balancing the two," cross-country 
and track and field head coach Mario Mincey 
said. 

GSU's women's soccer program made the 
second highest APR score of 989 out of 1,000 
for the 2010-2011 APR year. 

"It's a good reflection of the women's 
soccer program and the tradition we have 
of carrying solid student athletes," women's 
soccer head coach Lindsey Vanderspiegel 
said. 

The GSU football program reached an 
APR score of 953 for the 2010-2011 year 
which pushed its APR Multi-Year average 
to 923, seven points shy of the 930 point 
standard - according to data released by the 
NCAA. 

According to NCAA data, the Eagles 
2010-2011 Multi Year score did increase from 
the previous year by two points. 

"We're all proud and we've worked real 
hard in improving our resources for our 
student athletes, said Roughton. "I believe 
this plays a part in the score increase," he said. 

According to NCAA data, the GSU 
football program's scores have increased 
each year. With the help of a consistent 
coaching staff, the team has made academic 
improvements. 

"It starts with the head coach and staff and 
I believe that it was the stability in the head 
coaching system that helped out the most," 
Roughton said. 

"Coach Monken comes from a family 
of educators and he makes sure that his 
players know the importance of academics," 
Roughton said. 

The men's basketball team put a focus on 
improving APR scores from the past as well. 

"The same goes with our men's basketball 
program. We have struggled in the past but 
coach Young has the same intentions as 
Monken and has pushed his team to be the 
best they can be," Roughton said. 

NCAA regulations state that if a program's 
APR score meets or drops below 900, the 
team would be banned from postseason 
activity. 

2010-2011 APR 

Teams 
Women's Tennis 

2010- 
2011 
score 

Avg. 
Multi-year 
score 

Cross Country 

Women's Basketball 

Golf 

1000 (979) 

'"'.:''M 
1000 (988) 

Men's Tennis 

Women's Soccer 

''■:■ :i   :'::1^ 

989 (974) 

Softball 

Volleyball 

Swimming & Oivmg 

Men's Basketball 

979 (973) 

955 (902) 

Football                                       953       (923) 

Men's Soccer 

Track & Field (outdoor) 

Track & Field (indoor) 

Baseball SS'f 

949 (935) 

941 (944) 

Jose R GM/George-Anne Staff 
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"It really shows their dedication to being    student athletes, said Roughton. "I believe team would be banned from postseason                                      Jose R. Gii/George Anne staff 
both a student and an athlete and they do a    this plays a part in the score increase," he said, activity. 

Eagles participate in Tri-Eagle Challenge 
as well as a beneficial workout. \                                                                                                                                            / 

■BBBBHB^i^^^^^^^^^^^^^^l          "We have a          people that are adhering ,^______^_____                                                                                __< 
BY ANNA WELLS                                           to that program and are sticking with it," F*YM I BY ANNA WELLS 
The George-Anne staff 

Georgia Southern University students 
have found a unique way to beat the heat and 
stay in shape for the summer with Campus 
Recreation and Intramurals' Tri-Eagle 
Challenge. 

The challenge features activities from 
three areas of fitness: cycling, running and 
swimming. Challengers have to complete 
100 miles of cycling, 26.2 miles of running/ 
walking and 5,000 yards of swimming during 
the length of a summer semester. 

"Two years ago we did a summer challenge 
called The 100 Mile Challenge which was just 
a running challenge. We also had an old 
Sprint Triathlon and we took both of those 
ideas and combined the two into one summer 
challenge," coordinator, Greg Stephenson, 
said. 

The challenge for term A began on May 21 
and ended June 21 and out of 128 participants, 
51 finished the challenge and received a prize 

as well as a beneficial workout. 
'We have a lot of people that are adhering 

to that program and are sticking with it," 
fitness program director Justine Coleman 
said. "It's a free program that gives you more 
individualized attention." 

Registration is free for students and 
participants must have a RAC membership 
in order to use the facilities. Contestants 
may sign up any time throughout the terms, 
but will only receive a prize if they complete 
the entire challenge by the allotted time. 

"Tri-Eagle Challenge participants have 
enjoyed having the swimming component in 
the program because it has opened up their 
eyes to a new workout and they seem to really 
enjoy it. This program has really encouraged 
participants to give swimming a try, even if 
they are not proficient swimmers," aquatics 
director Gabby Marquez said. 

"Last summer we had about 70 people do 
both A and B term and this summer we had 
128 just for A term and we already have 40 
more people signed up for B term," Stephenson 
said. 

When a participant completes an obstacle, 

fitness staff members and lifeguards are 
required to sign off on participant cards after 
every exercise session. 

"It's nice when someone gives you a goal 
and tells you what to do as opposed to just 
going out there and trying to figure things 

Matt Veal/George-Anne Staff 

out on your own. Everybody has goals for the 
summer so it's just a fun challenge to get out 
there and try some different ways of training," 
Stephenson said. 

The challenge for term B begins June 25 and 
ends July 26. 
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STADIUM, from page 1 

The stadium expansion is split up 
into two different projects, one 
for the Football Operations center 
and the other for seat expansion. 
Mulherin is in charge of private 
funding for the Operations Center 
while Baker is in charge of funding 
for the seating expansion. 

"It is 100 percent privately 
funded, and it takes a long time to 
raise $10 million, but we have been 
raising money for about a year now 
and plan on having the rest of the 
money by the fall," Mulherin said. 

"For a long time we have realized 
as the student body has grown 
we have a need for more seating. 
When the stadium was built we 
had a student body of about 6,000 
students, today we are over 20,000 
students," Baker said. 

Baker said that the stadium has 
14,444 seats in the stands and there 
are 8,000 seats on the North side, 
4,000 of those are dedicated to seats 
for students. 

"We've been averaging anywhere 
from 8,500 to 9,000 students per 

game, and students have come to me 
on occasion to talk about the need 
for seats dedicated totally for the use 
of the student body," Baker said. 

Baker said that all of the new 
seats would be designated for 
student seating, so it would come 
out of student fees and go right back 
to the students. 

"It would be adding two sections 
on to the North side, which would 
each be about 1,500 seats on each 
end of the sideline, and then we 
would go up above and build what 
we would call a middeck, that would 
add 4,000 seats," Baker said. 

The stadium is used for many 
different events outside of football, 
and having more seating available 
would open new doors for these 
events. 

"We have also moved Graduation 
out to the stadium. Now you have 
over 20,000 people coming to 
graduation and you're running out 
of seats. Plus, Student Affairs has 
started using Paulson Stadium for 
concerts, and when promoters come 
through they start asking 'what is 
your capacity for a concert?' well 

this would raise our capacity," Baker 
said. 

Baker said that the seating 
expansion would make Paulson 
Stadium the largest outdoor venue 
in South Georgia. 

Right now the GSU football team 
staff and practices are spread out all 
over campus, which makes staying 
stationary difficult. 

"We want to consolidate that 
and put in under one roof. It will 
certainly help recruit, retain and 
train your players better," Mulherin 
said. 

To compare the size of the new 
building, the Bishop Field House, 
located in the west end zone of 
Paulson Stadium is 13,000 square 
feet, and the new weight room in 
The Football Operations Center 
is going to be 11,000 square feet, 
almost matching in size. 

"All of the football operations 
will be in this building, the team 
meeting rooms, a player lounge, an 
academic center, all of the video 
staff, a weight room, a locker room, 
a training room and a hall of fame," 
Mulherin said. 
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GSU has high hopes for its 
football team, with hopes of one day 
being invited to the Football Bowl 
Subdivision. 

"In 2009 we did a feasibility 
study on FBS Football, and in that 
we explored how we can expand the 
stadium. We took the first couple 
steps in that by designating seats for 
the students," said Baker. 

"For GSU to go into the FBS, 
two things have to happen, first you 
have to be invited and you have to 
be able to afford to do it. You have 
to make yourself more attractive 
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to get invited, and certainly 
putting in a new facility like The 
Football Operations Center, as 
well as expanding the stadium will 
make you more attractive to a 1-A 
Conference," Mulherin said. 

The George-Anne previously 
printed an article with GSU 
President Brooks Keel saying, "this 
project has already received $5.1 
million in pledges and $5.9 million 
in proposals. There is no confirmed 
date, but construction for the 
project is set to start sometime in 
late spring." 

  

Willow Ben WillowBendComplex.com 
1822 Chandler Road. [9 

Page designed by Matt Veal To contact the sports editor, e-mail gasports@georgiasouthern.edu. 


	The George-Anne
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1497535098.pdf.V9Tfm

