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Fraternity shedding shoes for the day

BY E. FEAGIN OLIVER

The George-Anne contributor

For the third year in a row, the Georgia
Southern University chapter of the Phi Iota Alpha
fraternity will be presenting its annual event “One
Day without Shoes””

According to Mejia, the fraternity has made
the addition of what he called the “Poverty Walk”
this year. The new feature will allow students to
go barefoot on different types of terrain and get
a simulation of the consequences of devastating
impoverishment, bringing the event and the
consequences of poverty into a new light.

“It is a memorable experience that brings
awareness to the issue;” Bernard Mejia, Phi Iota
Alpha fraternity president, said.

From 10 am.-2 p.m. on April 10, members
of the fraternity will be barefoot at the rotunda
outside the Russell Union, encouraging students
to abandon their shoes to raise awareness of the
effects of poverty.

We pride ourselves on service in general
and upholding the culture of Latin America,’
Mejia said. “We are aware that poverty is a major

—WITHOUT SHOES =

P

problem in Latin America”

The Phi Iota Alpha fraternity dedicates itself
to the preservation, education and celebration of
Latino heritage. The fraternity, the oldest Latino
fraternity in existence, according to the National
Chapter, hosts regular events to further the
knowledge and appreciation of Latino cultures.
Because of the prevalence of poverty in many
Latin regions of the world, the fraternity hopes
this event will make a significant difference and
lead to steps to remedy the situation worldwide.

“Kids who can't afford even the most basic
sandals end up going barefoot,” Mejia said.

This event is a small portion of the worldwide
movement, which will be taking place next
Tuesday. The shoemaking company TOMS,
which is widely known for its promise to give a
pair of shoes to a needy child for every pair that is
bought, is the founder and host of the event.

According to the company, shoes are essential
for protection and prevention of diseases such
as hookworm and podoconiosis, which are
prevalent in the Latin American region of the
world. The organization hopes that the peculiar
behavior of going barefoot will generate curiosity

Matt Veal/The George-Anne

and attention for the cause, and that this will lead
to action.

“It has been wildly popular. I expect it to be
equally popular this year;” Mejia said. “It generates
alot of support because a lot of people are familiar
with TOMS”

In addition to the “Poverty Walk;” students will
have the opportunity to submerse themselves in
the cause by painting t-shirts under the rotunda
with their bare hands or feet, signifying their
support of the cause and helping to spread the
word throughout campus.

Like past years, participants will also have
the chance to make their own contributions to
banners which will be paraded around campus
in the events grand finale: a barefoot march of
“Phiotas” and supporters at 1:30 p.m.

Mejia said, “Poverty is real. I think the event
gives people a really good idea of what that is like”

The fraternity, as well as the TOMS Company,
hopes to cause a stir throughout Statesboro
and internationally by providing an answer to
the question many people may find themselves
asking next Tuesday: “Why aren' you wearing any
shoes?”

The Buzz List

= Kris
'Humphries
scored a
basket for

_ the wrong
team last
night in
a game =
against the Lakers. He also scored
the wrong Kardashian once.

Gianna Carme

Levi Johnston, Bristol Palin’s
“baby daddy,” announced he

is having another child with

his girlfriend Sunny Oglesby.
The couple said they were not
planning to get pregnant but
they are excited. I'm glad he
supports the republican agenda
by not using birth control. Ever.

Justin Bieber bought a house
in Calabasas for a little over $6
million. Is he even allowed to
buy a house? Can we see his
green card?

Kristen Wiig, Andy Samberg
and Jason Sudeikis have
announced they will be leaving
Saturday Night Live after this
season. We're too upset to make
a joke about this.

Jenelle Evans from MTV’s “Teen
Mom" had a friend reveal that she
loves “dropping acid” and only
wants to get off probation so she
can smoke weed again. If this
isn't proof the show should be
cancelled, | don't know what is.

= Kanye West is involuntarily
giving us his opinion, once
again, and says Big Sean will be
“the best rapper of all time!” As
long as it's not Kanye, we're fine
with this.

Titanic was rereleased in 3D to
theaters yesterday. | hope they
see the iceberg this time.

Information compited by Arts Editor Quaniqua
Epps and Assistant Arts Editor Glanna Carme
from TheHollywoodReporter.com
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To contact the arts editor, e-mail features@geargiasouthera.edu.
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APRIL 5 - APRIL 11

' THURSDAY

4-ON-4 FLAG FOOTBALL ONLINE REGISTRATION

THE RAC
For more information or to register go to htips:/www2.sta.georgiasouthern.
edu/ .Sponsored by Campus Recreation & Inframurals.

ominell,

CRI OPEN GOLF

THE RAC
For more information or to register go to htips:/www2.sta.georgiasouthern.
edu/.Sponsored by Campus Recreation & Intramurals.

FRIDAY

7 PM

MOVIE

RUSSELL UNION
Sponsored by the Office of Student Activities.

MONDAY

CRI OPEN GOLF

THE RAC
For more information or-lo register go fo hitps:/Mwwe.sta.georgiasouthern.
edu/ .Sponsored by Campus Recreation & Intramurals.

TUESDAY 4.10.2012
EiPSMU Unplugged

RUSSELL UNION STARBUCKS
Open Mike Night. Sponsored by Eagle Entertainment.
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Student Affairs
Enrollment
Mana gement |
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CRI OPEN GOLF

THE RAC
For more information or to register go to hitpsy/www2.stageorgiasouthern.
edu/ .Sponsored by Campus Recreation & Intramurals.

WEDNESDAY 4.11.2012

CRI OPEN GOLF

THE RAC
For more information or to regisier go {o hilps:/www2.sla.georgiasouthern.
eaw/ .Sponsored by Campus Recreation & Intramurals.

5PM-7PM

ANNUAL STUDENT ORG RENEWAL WORKSHOP

WILLIAMS CENTER,WILLIAMS CENTER CRC
Sponsored by Office of Career Services.

UPCOMING EVENTS....

THURSDAY 4.12.20

TAIKO DRUMMERS

RUSSELL UNION, ROTUNDA

Come enjoy the Japanese art of Tampa Taiko's drumming. Taiko drums can
be played in a variety of styles including, Nagado-daiko, Shime-daike, Hira-
daiko, and Oke-daiko! Take time out of your day to enjoy a live performance!
Sponsored Multicultural Center.

FRIDAY 413

g
§ et

N

201

b

RECEPTION: JURIED UNDERGRADUATE EXHIBITION
/ FORM & CONTENT

THE CAT GALLERY

The Betty Foy Sanders Department of Art (BFSDoAr) al Georgia
Southern University is pleased to present the 6th annual juried exhibition,
FOUNDATIONS: Form & Content, from Aprl 13 - 22, 2012. This exhibit
showcases the exemplary work being produced by students taking art
foundations courses at BFSDoArt. A reception and awards presentalion will
occur on Friday, April 13th from 5-7pm.

All BFSDoArt students pursuing a major in studio arts are required to lake
foundation courses that include drawing, two-dimensional design, and three-
dimensional design. The coursework that comprises the foundations program
is extremely rigorous and helps fo create the solid infrastructure needed for
a career in the fine arts. The mission of the exhibition is to honor the efforts
of the outstanding beginning art students, as well as to demonstrate to the
expeclations placed on future students at BFSDoAr.

The juror for this exhibition is Julie Bowland, Associate Professor and
Gallery Director, Valdosta State University. Ms. Bowland has over 20
years of experience in both the classroom and gallery. She has held
{eaching positions at instifutions such as Tallahassee Community
College, Florida State University (FSU), and Valdosta State University
(VSU). Prior to running the gallery at VSU, she was the Director for
Art in Public Places for Tallahassee/Lean County and Gallery 621 in
Tallahassee. Her artwork has been exhibited widely throughout the United
States.

The Belty Foy Sanders Depariment of Art (BFSDoAr) at Geoigia
Southern University is pleased to present the 2012 Undergraduate Juried
Exhibition, on view from Aprif 13 -22, 2012. This exhibit showcases the
outstanding work being produced by students enrolled at the BESDoAr.
An artists’ reception and awards preseniation will occur on Friday, April
13th from 5-7pm.

The ariworks in the exhibition represent the various disciplines faught
within the BFSDoArt including: sculpture, ceramics, jewelry, painting,
drawing, printmaking, photography, and mixed media.

The juror for this exhibition is James Hull, Director of the Suffolk
University Art Gallery at NESAD; and the Director/Curator for Laconia
Gallery, Boston, MA. He has held teaching positions at institutions such
as Georgfa State University;-Boston University; Art Institute of Bostorn/
Lesley University: and the Rhode Island School of Design (RISD). In
addition to feaching, he has held various positions for institutions such
as DeCordova Museum and Sculpture Park; The List Visual Art Center at
MIT; The Institute of Contemporary Art, Boston; High Museum of Art, and
Figelity Investments' Corporate Collection. Hull has written a number of
critical articles and reviews for publications such as Art Papers Magazine;
ArisMedia; Art New England;-and Big Red & Shiny. His artwork has been
exhibited widely throughout the United States, as well as abroad.

BFSDoArt is committed to offering superb undergraduate programs that
prepare students fo become professional artists, designers, art educators,
and art historians. Recognizing its role in training the next generation of
artists and designers, students enrolled at BFSDoArt are encouraged to
think independently and develop their own artistic voice.

Gallery Programming is supported by Student Activity Fees; all events
are free and open to the public. In compliance with the Amerigans with
Djsabilities Act. Georgia Southern University will honor reasonable
requests for accommodations. The Center for Art & Thealre is open
Monaay through Friday from 9 - 5 and by appointment. Docent tours are
welcome and available upon request by calling (912) GSU-ARTS.

For more information on this exhibition and other gallery programming
provided by the Betty Foy Sanders Depariment of Art. visit htipz/class.
georgiasouthern.edu/art.
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rgia Southern University VALUES. Georgia Southern VALLUES. is the culture shared by our students, faculty, and staff. We endeavor fo
-inside and outside of the classroom with faculty, staff, students. alumni and all other community members. In order to produce productive
citizens with an informed set of ethies and community standards as well as create an environment of respeet and civility, we pledge to live by our VALUES.
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To contact the Editor-in-Chief of The George-Anne, e-mail gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu.
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