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The George-Anne

Raids and roadblocks help police Four new complexes
crack down on underage drinking

By LINDSAY GASKINS

George-Anne contributor

Rum Runners was recently investigated for allegations
concerning underage drinking among Georgia Southern
University students.

“Kids were coming in who are over 21 and they
would buy their friends a drink and hand it over so those
kids got busted for drinking underage because they were
having their overage friends buy them drinks,” said Elliot
Campbell, a bartender at Rum Runners.

Rumors have been circulating throughout campus
that the bars have been linked with police raids.

“I wouldn't call it a raid;” said Campbell. “That's why
the rumors spmadlxkethat,ﬂlatthebarshawbeeasbut-

down.”

nmpmmdommﬂgdm@Unwmwwbumm
check any ID. of anyone who they may suspect is
undemgesaidHaxmitoandnax,asoplwmebm&
major and bouncer at Rude Rudys.

“The Deparnnmtofkevenuehasthela@ right
to go into the bars and make sure they are not serving

underage. They're allowed to come in tomyfmbmsé

they work for the state” said Brodnax. .

The Department of Revenue targetsﬁmwwim get
ﬁae:rdnnksﬁ‘omtheuoverageﬁiendssmd&odmx.

This past weekend was slow for many of the bars in
the plaza said Campbell.

“Its really not a big deal. If you're of age, drink, you
are allowed to drink. People of age would still get scared
that the cops were coming;” said Campbell.

There is no reason to get scared of the bars said
Campbell.

“The police can come to Wal-Mart and if youre
breaking the law, you can get in trouble at Wal-Mart. If
you do it anywhere, you are going to get in trouble;” said
Campbell.

BUFFET

Last weekend, the police were checking LD’ of those
who did not have wristbands on and had a drink in their
hand said Brodnax.

“What they do is they go in there and see the people
who have underage bands on and have drinks in their
hand and they have the authority to check L.DX of
anybody in the bar and if theyre underage, and they
have been drinking, they are allowed to give out M.I.Ps
or arrest them,’ said Brodnax.

Many people received M.LP’, they were arrested last
weekend due to these police visits. Rude Rudy’s was not
one of the places visited said Brodnax.

- “The owner at Rudy's is very smart and is very strict
‘on what we do because at a lot of the bars, friends will
ook up their friends with bands, but our owner is very
particular and meonitors very closely to make sure we
don't and 1ftbey are underage and don't have a band,
they aren't drinking’ said Brodnax.

- Roadblocks were also going on Thursday, Sept. 22 by

~ Statesboro police to try to track down the drunk drivers

said Chief Michael Russell, Chief of GSU Police.
“ltrspartdfwkattheczty, the county and state

-patmldofromhméloume A lot of times it’s either
in conjunction with the Governor's Office of Highway
_Saﬁatywhereafﬁceﬁﬁmndﬁremagencmsm}lcom
_-mandhe!pthhsaﬁaychecksmdsze:entareas, said

Russell. -

The roadblock that happened last weekend was part
ofagrantsaid Russell.

“The Bulloch Drugand Alcohol Council have a grant
to look into alcohol use as part of the grant that dealt
with road checks and sobriety checks;” said Russell.

The police patrol are trying to make these roadblocks
a consistent part of the weekend said Russell.

Russell said, “They are going to try to have one oncea
month. They may or may not, but they are trying to have
as many as they can”’

200+

~“ood items!

come to Statesboro

By TJ JACKSON

George-Anne contributor

Statesboro is expecting to see
four new apartment complexes built
within the next two years.

The Forum, The Monarch
Douglas, The Varsity Lodge
and Aspen Heights are the four
complexes that will arrive.

“If everything goes well, four
(apartment complexes) will be built,”
said Joey Maxwell, principal engineer
at Maxwell-Reddick and Associates.
“The way the process works is that
the apartment complexes look at the
student population and the market
studies have shown that theres a
big demand for student housing at
Georgia Southern University.”

The Forum is in its current stages
of construction on Old Register
Road and will be completed by Aug.
2012.

Across the street from The Forum,
The Monarch Douglas apartment
complex will start construction this
month.

“It will be over there in the
old repo trailer lot and that one is
definitely going to be built at the
same time as us,” said Mitch Fender,
Community Manager of the Forum
in Statesboro.

The Forum will house 780
residents and The Monarch Douglas
will house 450.
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The Varsity Lodge that is expected
to replace The Varsity apartments
that went under foreclosure on
Rucker Lane.

“The guy that owns the property,
the bank is looking to foreclose
on him because he can’t make the
payments,” said Maxwell. The owner
of the Varsity Lodge is negotiating
with the bank right now to buy the
property.’

The Varsity apartment complex
is expected to be demolished in the
near future.

“The developer plans to tear it
down. It will be replaced by four
story buildings. They have passed
through zoning, so were pretty
excited,” said Maxwell.

The Varsity Lodge is expected
to house 500 residents. and is
anticipated to be completed by
August 2013.

Aspen Heights will be located
on Fair Road past The Exchange
apartments and across the street
from the Honda Dealership.

“Aspen Heights will be two story
buildings. The plan calls for 213
buildings and each consisting from
two to four bedroom layouts;” said
Maxwell.

Aspen Heights will house 800
residents.

Construction will begin in March
2012 and be completed in August
2013.
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