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The George-Anne

New academic standing policy to affect students

By LINDSAY GASKINS

George-Anne contributor

Georgia  Southern  officials
introduced a new Academic
Standing Policy this fall that will
begin to affect all students who
may have a warning of academic
probation,

“The committee was charged by
the Provost office with simplifying
the Academic Standing Policy and
putting some teeth in the Academic
Standing Policy,” said Wayne Smith,
associate to the Registrar’s office.

The committee began working
on these regulations since fall of
2008 and are excited to put these
changes into action said Smith.

“There are a number of changes,”
said Smith. “During the current
policy that just ended, if a student
was excluded, their first exclusion
was for one semester. With the new

policy; they will now be out for a
year. For their second exclusion,
the old policy excluded them for
one year. The new policy states the
student will now be out for five
years.”

Another change that has been
made is the appeal process where
a student now is only allowed one
appeal said Smith.

“After that first exclusion, a
student can appeal to get back into
school,” said Smith. “But, on the
new policy, students are only going
to be allowed one approved appeal.”

The old policy allowed students
to have two appeals passed through
the Academic Standards Committee
and one through the college dean.
Now, a student only receives one
appeal from either the ASC or the
dean, not both, according to the
new academic standing policy rules.

“On the previous policy, after

that second exclusion, students were
allowed to come back through an
appeal,” said Smith.

In the new policy, they will
be out for five years after the first
appeal according to Smith,

“This policy also gives students
the incentive to put in effort in order
to stay off of academic probation and
move forward towards graduation
in a reasonable amount of time,” said
Ellen Hendrix, assistant professor of
writing and linguistics.

“College is an investment, and it
isan investment that this policy will
help students take far more seriously
and, in the long run, get more for
their money;” said Hendrix.

This policy allows students to
work closely with their advisors
by guiding them to the classes the
students need to take in order to
stay above the academic standings
said Hendrix.
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This new academic policy will
affect those students who are not
in good standings academically.
The old policy allowed for a student
to make at least a 1.5 GPA to keep
academic standing, said Smith.

“They must have a 2.0 GPA or
better,” said Smith.

“This  policy only affects
undergraduate  students”  said
Wallace Brown, assistant to the
Registrar’s Office.

This policy is effective starting
this fall semester, said Smith.

“Any student enrolled that are
below a 2.0, they will be placed on
warning one,” said Smith.

“Bach student is basically
starting off with a clean slate at the
end of this semester;” said Hendrix.

“Each student will begin at the
same point whether or not they have
been on academic probation prior
to this semester.”

“Those students who come
back next semester after being on
academic probation, they will be put
on warning one going into the new
semester;” said Smith.

Students, or transfer students,
with 30 or less credit hours and
have a total GPA of 2.0 at the end
of the semester will be placed on
Academic  Intervention, These
students will need to meet certain
requirements to enroll, according to
the new academic standing rules.

“They must enroll in GSU 1120,
Methods of Learning, until a total
2.0 Institution GPA is earned,” said
Smith.

Because of the Academic
Intervention, students will be
restricted to only 14 credit hours for
that semester, according to the new
academic standing rules.

Smith said, “Students need to get
serious about their academics.”
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Rhythm and Brews will bring autumn into the gardens

By COURTNEY ESCHER

George-Anne contributor

As autumn creeps into Statesboro, beats of
Rock and Roll and Folk will come from the
Botanical Gardens.

Georgia Southern University’s Botanical
Gardens will be hosting Rhythm and Brews,
Friday Sept. 30 at 7 p.m. for the second year in
a row.

“The energy it's like being in a big play
ground for adults” said Carolyn Altman,
Director of the Botanical Gardens, describes
Rhythm and Brews and recounts her experience
there it's inaugural year.

The event will feature the musical styling of
Statesboro’s own Harry Canary.

Also making an appearance is Big Bad Wolf
Barbeque and countless vendors from all over
the country providing samples of some of the
best brews out there.

Admission to the event is $50, and
all proceeds go towards maintaining and
expanding the Botanical Gardens.

Inspired by a wine- tasting event held later
in the year, Rhythm and Brews is a beer-tasting

RHYTHM & BREWS

FRIDAY, SEPT. 30™ 7:00-10:00pm

BOTANICAL GARDENS
LIVE BLUES, BEER TASTING

$50 PER TICKET

event. Because alcohol is served, the event is
exclusive to adults 21 and older.

First come, first served parking will be
available at the Botanical Gardens. Once those
spots are filled, parking will be available in the
Pittman parking lot on Fair Road.

Volunteer students will shuttle guests to the
Botanical Gardens where they will be admitted
to the party. Once admission is paid, everything
inside is free.

Guests are welcome to eat the barbeque

Kelsey Paone/ STAFF

available, dance the night away as Patti Kelly of
Harry Canary belts her heart out, and of course
partake of all the ‘brewskies.

Ronnie Little, custodian at the Botanical
Gardens, describes it as a “Garden of Eden”
“Its so peaceful” he said, “going there and
being surrounded by the nature is a great way

to escape.”
Little and all of the staff at the Botanical
Gardens encourage GSU students and

community members to experience the

environment for themselves and see the recent
additions to the grounds.

Altman believes very strongly in the
educational purposes of the Botanical Gardens
as well as the aesthetics.

“We love throwing great parties, but what
we're really about is the education,” said Altman.

This event will allow the community and
students to learn more about the environment
around southeast Georgia.

Rhythm and Brews is a way for the Botanical
Gardens to introduce the fall season.

However, maintaining and expanding this
area is a pricey endeavor that requires many
hours of maintanance.

According to Altman, the Botanical
Gardens run solely off of donations and funds
from events such as Rhythm and Brews.

“The staff at the Botanical Gardens works
very hard to make sure we can do all of the
important work for GSU and the community;”
said Altman.

Rhythm and Brews will take place in the
Botanical Gardens this Friday, Sep. 30, at 7 p.m.
Tickets can still be purchased for $50 each from
the Botanical Gardens.

Pregnancy Center

Pregnant?

Free and Confidential Testing and
Counseling. Off Campus Location.
Hot Line: 9AM-9PM 912.764.4303
Appointments Only.

106-B Oak Street, Statesboro, Georgia * www.choicesoftheheart.org * 912.764.4303

$7.77 LARGE 1
TOPPING PIZZA
($3 more - make

it a worlks!)

Free Flavored Crust!
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