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Oregon State Universities’ Second Amendment Week starts with a bang.

By Shanna Woodruff

Uwire

Should guns be allowed on campus?

Oregon State’s College Republicans group
has organized Second Amendment Week to help
answer this question from Monday, April 13 to
Friday, April 17. The week includes events such
as influential speakers,aconcealed weaponsclass,
a rally and a raffle to win a rifle.

In addition to teaching students about the
history and importance of gun rights, thereisan
even bigger concern about gun rights on campus
that this week will be addressing to some extent.

Oregon state law states only the Legislature
has the right to regulate concealed weapons
(ORS 166.17).

OSU has banned all possession or use of
firearms on campus regardless of if the person
hasa concealed weapons permit, creating adirect
conflict with state law

“Oregon law is very clear. Universities cannot
regulate guns, only the Legislature,” said Senator
Brian Boquist on the issue. “However, expecting
honesty from Oregon University System officials

:l.

is like expecting the fox in the hen houg to tell
you he is guarding the chickens from hatm.”

The president of the College Republi ans, RJ
Friedman, plans to present a resolutir:;j to the
ASOSU Senate Tuesday night to addre : “this is-
sue. At the previous senate meeting it was agreed
that OSU should abide by all Oregon state laws.

“Idon’t think that it’s right that the university
can circumvent the law;” said Friedman, a'l junior
in political science. |

Ifthe universityis regulating the possession of
firearms on campus, thenaccording to Friedman,
it is not obeying Oregon state law. '

“I just look at it where we have a constitution
with a rule of lawand we have an institution that
changes the rule of law;” said Cory Rea, a junior
in electrical engineering. :

The purpose of the Second Amendment Week
is not necessarily to resolve this concern, but to
help students understand more about gun rights
and how they affect them.. \

“It will be educational for students in several
ways. They will learn about their rights, then
they will learn how different levels of govern-
ment either protect or deny them their rights,”

Boquist said.

Today, Senator Jackie Winters and ORP Na-
tional Committeeman Soloman Yue will speak
in the MU Ballroom at 5 p.m.

Winters will mainly be addressing the Black
Student Union and Kappa Alpha Psi about the
history of the Republican Party and its role in
support and passage of civil rights legislation.

Wintersis the only Republican blacklegislator
currently elected and serving in Oregon and has
unique experiences in areas of civil rights and
responsibilities.

Winters believes that unless we know our
history and the principles upon which our
country was founded, we will have difficulty
understanding the context in which our policies
have developed in the 21st century.

On Tuesday, Senator Boquist will be present-
inghis thoughts on the resolution on gun rightsin
the ASOSU Senate meeting in MU109 at 7 p.m.,
and another speaker will be present at a meeting
on Wednesday at MU211 at 7 p.m.

Thursday is planned to be the largest event for
the week. National talk show host Lars Larson
will be broadcasting his show on campus from

12 p.m. to 6 p.m.

“I think the Virginia Tech shooting could
have had a lot less damage had people been able
to have firearms,” Larson said. “The bad guys
that do these things know we don’t allow guns
on campus.”

Also on Thursday, a rally will take place
from 5 to 6 p.m. with surprise guests of second
amendment supportersand state representatives
that will express their thoughts about carrying
concealed weapons.

Friday is when the drawing will take place for
an M16 AR-15 rifle, which was donated by the .
Philomath Gun Shop, in the MU Quad at 4 p.m.
Also, there will be a concealed weapons permit
class at Withycombe 109 from 5 to 7:30 p.m.

The class is a prerequisite for anyone wanting
a concealed weapons permit and will be free for
students as part of the second amendment week.

A booth will be set up in the MU Quad Mon-
day through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. to sgll
raffle tickets and answer any questions.

“What's discussed in the media is when guns
are used to kill people,” Friedman said. “[They]
can be used as self-defense too.”
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