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Suspects at large after weekend morning crimes 
Early morning 
altercationleadsto 
multiple charges 
By Chris Buchanan 
Editor-in-Chief 

Armed combatants are still at large 
after a fight resulted in counts of reck- 
less conduct, recovered contraband, 
and affray early Sunday morning. 

According to a police report filed 
by Statesboro Police Sergeant Dennis 
Moore, he was in the area of Cambridge 
at Southern Apartments at 3:38 a.m. 
around the time that a fight broke 
out at apartment 121 and a gunshot 
was fired. 

Afterward, officers frisked remain- 
ing occupants of the apartment for 
weapons and upon further investiga- 
tion of the surrounding area, found 21 
bags of marijuana in a nearby breeze- 
way. No weapon was found. 

As of noon Tuesday, the persons 
engaged in the fight and the person 
who left behind the marijuana were 
still at large. 

The tenants of the apartment were 
also not able to be located at the time of 
the incident so management was called. 
Witnesses say that several police cars 
were seen at the apartment complex 
shortly after the incident. 

Currently, Maurice Antwone 
Bentley and George Michael Roberts 
of Savannah are listed as suspects in 
the event but were not arrested fol- 
lowing the incident. No injuries were 
reported. 
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Special Photo 
Students woke to find their belonging missing after two masked thieves broke into unlocked apartments in Eagle Village (illustrated above) Friday morning. 

Eagle Village burglarized early Friday; investigations underway 
By Ally Rakoczy 
Staff writer 

In the early hours of the morning 
on Friday, March 6, students reported 
a burglary after finding several posses- 
sions missing. 

According to police reports, two 
men wearing identical ski masks made 
their way down the halls of Eagle Vil- 
lage around 5 a.m., checking each door 
down the hall to see which ones were 
unlocked. 

When they found an unlocked room, 
they quickly stripped it of any valuables, 
such as Xbox gaming systems and laptop 
computers. 

The men were caught on camera 
identically dressed in black shorts, 
white shirts, ski masks, and matching 
backpacks and the incident is* currently 
under investigation. A crime alert was 
issued to every resident of Eagle Village 
detailing the circumstances of the crime 
and asking for any information students 
might have. 

"It's scary that these two guys were 
just wandering down the hall. It's nerve 
racking to have to be so protective of your 
stuffr said Christiana Kloster, a resident 
of Eagle Village. 

"It's very scary and uncomfortable that 
we have to be so cautious in our 'home,'" 
said Hosier's roommate, Becky Provus. 

Both University Police as well as 
University Housingrespondedquicklyto 
the situation and have implored residents 
to lock their doors and exercise caution. 
University Police was unavailable for 
comment. 

Vickie Hawkins, director of Univer- 
sity Housing, stressed the importance of 
safetyforboth students andstaffregarding 
this event. 

- "Safetyandsecurityinaresidencehall 
is our top priority. Informing students of 
what occurred that morningis important, 
and we are following up with students and 
staff members," said Hawkins. 

She also stressed the importance of 
being aware of your surroundings and 

reporting suspicious incidents. 
"We encourage them to report im- 

mediately any suspicious behavior. When 
students report incidents early, it helps 
University Police establish if there is a 
pattern of which buildings have been 
targeted," said Hawkins. 

In addition to releasing a crime alert 
to the students of Eagle Village, there 
will be a special edition of TWIRL (This 
Week in Residence Life) this week before 
students leave for spring break with tips 
on how to keep their belongings safe 
over the break. 

Students with any information 
regarding the incident, can contact Uni- 
versity Police at 912-478-5234. 

THRU OUR LENS 
Men'sandwomen'sEaglebasketball 
lost their hard-fought battles at 
SOCON last week. 
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Today 
Partly Cloudy 
85/54 

Three-Day Forecas 
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Check out www.GADaily.com for 
breaking news, polls, editors' 

blogs, and contests. 
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Students can expect to see Operation Rolling Thunder in effect until the end of April. 

Operation Rolling Thunder still going strong 
ByAllyRakoczy 
Staff Writer 

Operation Rolling Thunder has had a presence 
in Bulloch County for the past couple months and 
that presence will continue through April. The idea 
of Rolling Thunder originated in 2007 in Savannah 
and the waves of highly visible officers have since 
taken Bulloch County by storm. 

Issuing citations ranging from seatbelt viola- 
tions to DUIs, the initiative has had mixed reviews 
from the student body. 

Jaeda Bennett, a junior Management major 
said about Rolling Thunder, "I feel like it's a good 
operation, but not every officer involved has good 
intentions. It's almost like they're not doing it for 
the benefit of the students at times." 

According to Statesboro Chief of Police Stan 
York merely the sight of over one hundred officers 
in the streets at once helps send the message of 
the campaign. 

York explained that students and citizens have 
generally complied with the operation, "simply 
by the sheer presence and acknowledgement that 
there is a force in town." 

"This is simply for awareness to be safe driv- 
ers," added York. 

Despite many students' feelings about the 
merits of some aspects of Rolling Thunder, the 
statistics don't lie. 

Accordingto the Governor s Office of Highway 
Safety, in the past two waves in Bulloch County 
alone, over 345 seatbelt citations, 40 DUIs, and 
almost 100 speeding tickets have been recorded. 

While students and citizens of Statesboro claim 
they know and understand why the elevated pres- 
ence is here, there have been increases in almost 
all the citations issued from the first wave to the 
second, with an increase of about 20 seatbelt 
violations, almost 10 DUIs, and over 15 speeding 
violations. 

"The role of Operation Rolling Thunder is to 
reduce fatalities in the region. The reason that we're 
there is because Bulloch County and Statesboro 
have been really high as far as fatalities and seri- 
ous injuries in traffic crashes go," said Ricky Rich, 
Special Operations director of the Governor's 
Office of Highway Safety. 

Though students may think otherwise, the 
majority of the citations are traffic related, not 
drinking related, and a mere four percent of the 
violations issued in wave two were attributed to 
DUIs or drinking-related activities'. 

In regards to students' accusations that officers 
are targeting them, Rich clarified the mission of 
the officers. 

"The officers in the area are enforcing Georgia 
law, and if they see a violation they're going to 
enforce it no matter what it is." 

Rich believes that the changes and increase 
of accountability that have occurred during the 
waves of Rolling Thunder will continue long after 
the presence is gone. 

"We've tracked [traffic statistics] after we've left 
and gone to another area. The law enforcement and 
patrol have kept up the behavior, and the change 
has been sustained." 

"We've had great results as far as the [reduction 
in] fatalities and the lives we save," said Rich. 
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Hard economic times may cause end to fixed tuition 
By Ben Carroll 
Staff writer 

During the spring semester, when high school 
seniors are making their final decisions about col- 
lege, the admissions office at Georgia Southern 
continues their efforts to recruit these students 
through different scholarship opportunities and 
other recruiting strategies while fighting against 
these hard economic times. 

One of the maj or issues right now is the whether 
or not the new "fixed tuition" plan will continue. 

Due to the cutback on college funding from 
the government, many people are worried whether 
universities can continue the "fixed tuition" plan, 
created by Sonny Perdue and approved by the 
Board of Regents in April 2006, according to gov. 
georgia.gov. 

This plan promises that in the first four years of 
a students college career, their college tuition fees 
won't increase. 

The plan has two main goals. "This guarantee 
will eliminate the worry of adjusting the family 
budget every year due to the rising cost of college 
tuition," said Sonny Perdue with a quote of gov. 
georgia.gov, "Georgia's new program will provide 
tuition predictability, while simultaneously encour- 
age students to graduate on time." 

According to Mackenzie Cary, an admissions 
recruiter here at GSU, after the first four years of 
college, the student will no longer be under this 
rule and will be under the mercy of the constant 
increase in tuition prices. 

"Every year, the new class of freshman are 
paying a little more than the class before them," 
Cary said. 

There is now a concern that these new eco- 
nomic times are going to allow the continuation 
of this plan. 

"It is always a possibility, but the demand-of 
college throughout Georgia shouldn't affect any- 
thing," Cary said. 

"My opinion is if they lost the fixed tuition 
plan, it won't affect anything because most families 

Special Photo 
Students may lose money without fixed tu- 
ition. 

have been thinking about college for a long time," 
Cary said.. 

The admissions department is in charge of 
whether or not the school can keep the fixed 
tuition plan. 

"We, as a school, are proud of our smaller 
classrooms," Cary said., "We are providing dif- 
ferent conferences for seniors in high school for 
scholarship money." 

According to Cary, there has been three confer- 
ences this year. In December, there was the Scholar 
Showcase for seniors who either scored a 1300 on 
the SAT or a 29 on the ACT.   - 

In February, Scholars' Day was for students who 
earned a 1200 on the SAT or a 27 on the ACT. 

The LEAD Conference is for students who 
scored have a 3.0 GPA, 1100 on the SAT or a 24 on 
the ACT, and has shown leadership in high school 
and involvement in the communities. 

"I had a lot of fun," Eric Shoemacher said, who 
is a rising freshman who plans to attend GSU in the 
fall. "I got to meet some of the higher-ups at the 
university and had a lot of fun in the interviews." 

March 4,2009 

Marcus Lerone Russ, 18, Kennedy Hall,, 
was charged with theft by receiving stolen 

property.     „ 

Khayla Kenesha Bynes, 18, Campus Club, 
was charged with reckless driving. 

March 5,2009 

Meagan Leigh French, 19, Eagle Village, was 
charged with minor in possession/consumption 

of alcohol and public intoxication. 

March 6,2009 

■ Katlin Elizabeth Worsham, 21, Waterford 
Drive, Cartersville, was charged with DUI and 

speeding. 

March 7,2009 

Jamie Michael Ruiz, 18, Southern Pines, was 
charged with possession of marijuana. 

James Ernest Collins III, 19, Southern Pines, 
was charged witkpossession of marijuana. 

Michael Scott Hardy II, 19, Watson Hall, was 
charged with minor in possession/consumption 

of alcohol. 

Michael Robert Paddrik, 18, Southern Pines, 
was charged with DUI and failure to obey a traffic 

control device. 

March 8,2009 

Steven Anthony Manderson, 19, Southern 
Pines, was charged with minor in possession/ 
consumption of alcohol, obstruction of an officer, 
giving false information to an officer, disorderly 

conduct and possession of a false I.D. 

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS 
The George-Anne is the official student newspaper of 
Georgia Southern University, owned and operated by GSU 
students using facilities provided by the university. The 
newspaper is the oldest continuously published newspa- 
per in Bultoch County and Statesboro, Ga. The newspaper 
is a designated public forum for the Georgia Southern 
community. Opinions expressed herein are those of the 
student writers and editors and DO NOT necessarily 
reflect those of the faculty, staff or administration of GSU. 
the Student Media Advisory Board or the University Sys- , 
tern of Georgia. The newspaper is published twice weekly, 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, during most of the academic 
year. Any questions regarding content should be directed 
to the student editor by phone at 912.478JS246 or at 
gocditoffS-^orgkxsotithetrKtKiu. Readers may access the 
newspaper and its archives at wwwgodtefycom. 

ADVERTISING: The newspaper accepts advertising as 
a community service to help defray publication costs. 
Inquiries should be directed to the ADS or RAGES. P.O. 
Box 8001, Georgia Southern University, or by calling 
912.478.5418 or 912.478-OS66. You can- fax any questions 
to 912.478.7113 or e-mail ads I #gec*pitisoom«r«.edu. 

DISTRIBUTION: The newspaper is distributed free to the 
Community of GSU. 

COLOPHONE: The magazine is printed by The Statesboro 
Herald Publishing Co. in Statesboro, Ga. Body copy in 
The George-Anne is 10 point Minion Pro on 12 leading. 
Standard headline size is 40 point Myriad Pro. For more in- 
formation about the newspaper, please call 912.478.74S9. 
or e-maHthe the director of student media at tocattai*ayi)$ 
georgxKoutnern.edu. 

SUPPORT; The George-Anne is funded primarily through 
revenue from advertisements placed in the paper and 
receives additional support, in part, from the Student 
Activities Budget Commitee. 

STUDENTS BEWARE: The George-Anne screens aH 
advertisements prior to publication. The magazine strives 
to accept ads for legitimate products and services only. 
Students are urged to exercise caution when replying to 
ads-particularly those which require a credit card number. 
other personal information, or money in advance of the 
delivery of a product or service. Students are also urged 
to report to the newspaper any suspicious offers which 
they might see in an ad  Remember, if an offer seems too 
good to be true, it probably ts. 

DISPLAY AD DEADLINE: The deadline for reserving space 
and submitting advertising copy is Noon, one week prior 
to the intended publication date. For more information. 
rate cards, sample publications, contact the advertising 
manager or student media director. 

PROOFING/ERRORS/OMISSIONS: The newspaper 
makes every reasonable effort to correct and complete' 
information in advertisements. However the advertiser 
is responsible for any errors in advertisements and its 
liability for adjustments is limited to the amount of space 
the error occupied in the ad. Further, the newspaper is 
not responsible for any damages caused due to an ads 
omission form a particular edition and its responsibi&ty 
sotely »s to reschedule the ad in the next regular edrtoon at 
the regular advertising rates. 

CIRCULATION INFORMATION: Mail subscriptions are not 
available at this time. However, readers may visit our web 
site tor free access to current and past issues. Visit n-w»: 
oodagy.com to view onfioe Issues. The George Anne is rfe- 
trifouted free of charge on the Georgia Southern campus 
and surrounding areas. 

NOTrCE: Readers may pick up one free copy, and a sec- 
ond for a roommate or acquaintance, at <M&jrSb*Mon *#*•%. 
Additional copies are SO oents each andaeeavaAaMlear 
the WSfftams Center. However, urhautlKiFiowd rrstrtovaH of 
additnsriaS copaes frorn a distmilbo^ 
under Georgia law, a misdemeanor offense punirshafafle 
by a fine andto* jar? time. Esftfloss wSIH seefe to ruaw? atmy 
penonCs> who removes more than the aertftiorsredl mwmber 
of copies from dttsaRtibution sites prosecuted to tifae iM 
extent of tirne law.. 

KAVU 
SEATTLE, USA 
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OPINIONS ^ 
...WHERE WE ARE COUNTING DOWN...3 
DAYS UNTIL SPRING BREAK!!:) 

Submission of Letters to the Editor 
The George-Anne Daily welcomes letters to the editor, story submissions and guest columns. All copy submitted should be 350 
words or less, typed, and sent via e-mail in Microsoft Word format to gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu or via facebook to Claire 
Galiam. All submissions must be signed and include phone number for verification. GSU students should include their academic 
major, year at GSU, and hometown. The editors reserve the right to edit or reject any submissioa 

takes on the RAC: Week 4 

Ally Rakoczy 
is a junior marketing 
major from Decatur, 
GA. She is a guest 
columnist for the 
George-Anne. 

I think Lindsey was 
trying to kill me. I really 
do. At least that was the 
impression I got from 
the last class I took on— 
Cardio Sculpt. 

Lindsey was the bub- 
bly and unassuming 
instructor who put me 
at ease with her pep 
and friendliness, only 
to sneakily pump things 
into the class that caused 
mebodily pain andmade 
me incredibly aware how 

truly out of shape I am. 
Not only was I totally unprepared for what the 

class entailed, but also I didn't even pick up on 
the hint in the title (cardio) that it would involve 
things like star jumps, doing toe-taps in circles on 
half-crescent bouncy things, and (gulp) suicides. 
I came from a line of sports in high school where 
suicides were a four-letter word and almost always 
associated with some sort of Machiavellian form 
of punishment. Needless to say, not my favorite 
thing to do. But to be fair, I should probably start 
at the beginning. 

Before I could start on my journey of pain, 
I had to set up my little workout station in the 
back of the room. I should've known the class 
was going to be difficult by the looks of all the 
equipment we had to use—stepping blocks, 
"gliding disks," little rubber tension things, light, 
medium, and heavy sets of dumbbells, a barbell 
with weights, a mat, a half-crescent bouncy thing, 
and a stability ball. 

We started the class off with two jogging laps 
and a couple of aerobic moves to get our heart 
rates up. (At this point, I'm thinking, hey, not that 
bad.) Next we started off with the step block (the 

same kind you^use in aerobics). Lindsey would 
show us three ways to do the move—levels 1,2, 
and 3. You were supposed to choose the level that 
worked for you, so, naturally, I chose level 1. 

Lindsey wouldn't have any of that. No sir, I 
was doing level 3 for almost every exercise, which 
involved me flapping my arms up and down while 
doing butt kicks on the step block, then moving 
on to jumping jacks, star jumps, toe-taps, and a 
phantomjump rope move that entailed pretending 
to swing a jump rope with your arms and jump 
over the rope, minus the actual rope. 

But that's just the half of it. 
Not only am I drenched with sweat and dying 

of thirst at this point (I ran out of water in the 
first ten minutes of the class), but now we also 
had to do squats with the.barbell, lunges with the 
dumbbells, and pushups on the stability ball—all 
keeping the cardio pace by moving quickly to keep 
your heart rate up. 

We did a few moves reminiscent of the 
kickboxing class that I loved, with right hooks, 
left hooks, and kicks with the dumbbells. Then 
we used the tension rubber things. Lucky for 
me, I had chosen the green, medium tension 
one so I was having a bit of an easier time than 
those in the class that had chosen the red, high 
tension ones. 

We wrapped up the class with triceps presses, 
butt kicks, high knees, and the dreaded suicides. By 
the end of the class, I was pretty much dead, and 
I think I I'm the only person ever to start getting 
sore while still in the middle of a class. 

However, I've gotta give Lindsey some credit. 
She kicked my butt, and gave me one hell of a 
workout. During the most difficult exercises I 
was thinking in my head that I was never com- 
ing back, but because I want to look good for 
spring break, I think a few more of those classes 
are just the ticket. 

ATTENTION GSU STUDENTS 
What qualities do you want to see in our next president? 

Send in a letter to the editor, at most 350 words, to gamed@georgiasouthern.edu 
detailing what you think the future president should focus on 

and what you would like to see implemented at GSU. 

Letters should begin with the format: Dear 12th GSU president... 

Letter to the Editor 
As a person involved in the protest (and 

quoted), I have problems with the way the event 
was reported.First of all, the event was.called 
"Sit-In for Academic Freedom." 

The full title should've been printed. It wasn't 
a sit-in of people angry over this one person not 
being allowed to come to campus. It was a protest 
about the administration barring ANYONE from 
speaking on campus. 

People forget that there are students that ben- 
efited from his input - input that he's been giving to 
students here for years. His simply being allowed 
to come to campus (which he can't do anymore 
as I understand it) has helped education doctoral 
candidates to graduate in the past and would've 
helped others in the future. Today, it's Bill Ayers. 
Who might it be tomorrow? I believe anyone 
invited to speak, whether or not I like them or 
agree with them, should be able to do so. 

Secondly, the sentence regarding Dr. Haber- 
land's "hopes to raise enough money to bring Ayers 
next fall" is not what she said. It implies that she 

wants to undermine the university, which is riot 
true. What she said was that she wanted to get 
permission of the university to invite Ayers to a 
Forum on Academic Freedom here in the fall. If 
security concerns were still an issue, she would try 
to raise the money to cover his protection. 

The university is supposed to be a haven for 
the free exchange of ideas of all kinds. I may 
not have agreed with everyone that has come 
ttf Georgia Southern to speak, but I have always 
been proud that our university provided them a 
platform—up until now. 

It's bad enough that the administration seems 
to be disregarding the mission statement that' 
they claim to uphold. It's worse when people 
that disagree with them are painted as subversive 
and disrespectful of authority when they are 
not. I don't believe the bias in the reporting was 
purposely done. 

Carlyn Pinkins 
devinseay@gmail.com 

Chris Brown sheds light on issue of domestic abuse 

James Kicklighter 
is a junior public 
relations major from 
Claxton, Ga and 
the Public Relations 
officer for SGA. He is 
a staff columnist for 
the George-Anne. 

Chris Brown is in a little 
bit of trouble. 

In case you haven't been' 
paying attention to the news, 
Mr. Brown has allegedly 
abused popular singer and 
girlfriend Rihanna. 

He hasn't been helping his 
case, vacationing in Miami 
and flexing his muscles for 
reporters. 

From a public relations 
standpoint, he is in need of an 

extreme makeover. He has poorly mishandled the 
entire situation, and with a legal investigation taking 
place, no one really knows what is going on through 
the conflicting reports across the board. 

Aside from the publicity, a more important issue 
has been highlighted through the situation; this is 
the vicious cycle of domestic abuse. 

Mr. Brown has spoken about being raised in a 
home where his father frequently violated his mother 
in frontof him. Since the incident, Rihanna report- 
edly has taken back Brown as her boyfriend. 

As the new face of domestic abuse among young 
adults, Chris Brown has essentially stripped away 
his squeaky-clean image and will no longer will 
be able to do the kind of projects he has been suc- 
cessful within the past. In fact, there are reports 

that Rihanna fans will burn her albums if she goes 
back to him. 

Hold up, wait a second. These are two individuals 
who are going through a cycle that happens to people 
every day; it just so happens that they are celebrities. 
According to the American Bar Association, nearly 
25 percent of women and seven percent of men are 
abused by a current or former spouse, cohabiting 
partner, or dating partner/acquaintance at some 
time in their lifetime. 

This is a staggering amount of our population, 
which sparks the question; what are we doing to 
help? I've mentioned this "cycle" individuals go 
through,«and one of the key components include 
going back to their abuser. 

As demonstrated by Rihanna in this incident, 
she has already gone back to Brown, not even with 
any sign of a restraining order. To break the cycle, 
the victim has to first accept their abuse. There are 
hotlines and counseling outlets to help, but first 
reach out and grab them. 

We should pay attention to these events all over 
the news. Sure, it's not Octomom, but there are far 
more important things happening around us, even 
in our own backyard, while we're oblivious to them 
happening. 

Perhaps seeing the trouble this couple is going 
through will help open our eyes to the needs that 
others have. 
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OPINIONS cont... 
Please follow track etiquette at the RAC 

Michelle Vegliante 
is a sophomore pub- 
lic relations major 
from Marietta, Geor- 
gia. She is a guest 
columnist for the 
George-Anne. 

Manners are one 
thing we all know about. 
We display them at 
dinner, on dates, and 
when meeting someone 
new. It seems, however, 
that lately many people 
leave their manners at 
home when they use 
the indoor track at the 
RAC. 

Thanks to my New 
Years resolution, I have 
stepped up the number 

of my RAC visits per week to about five. 
Since running is my workout of choice, I 

spend a lot of time on the indoor track. I must 
say, it's amazing to see how many college educated 
students cannot read a simple sign on the track 
that reads: 

Inner two lanes-walking 
Outer two lanes-jogging. 
Yet, there are people every time I go who 

insist on walking in the outer lanes. But they 
don't just walk. Oh no, they sort of stroll around 
the track, most of the time with a friend in tow. 
And to the frustration of us runners, they don't 
move out of the way. 

Another rude behavior is when a whole group 
of friends (I'm talking four or five "people) pan 
out on both outer lanes and start seeping into 
the inner lanes. 

They all walk at a slow pace and practically 
make a wall that makes it nearly impossible for 
runners to pass through. This causes those who 
are actually trying to run on the track to lose their 

pace or actually have to stop running just so they 
don't trample into the wall of humans. 

The worst behavior of some RAC patrons 
is loitering on the track. This is another rule 
that although should be common sense, slips 
people's mind.  ■ 

I just don't understand why people feel it nec- 
essary to stand on the track to talk with a friend 
and be silly when there is a common area with 
benches right next to the track. The rudest part 
of this is whenfhese loiterers make the runners 
go around them. 

The track is_for running, not stopping to 
chat. If you're inconveniencing a runner by just 
standing on track hanging out, you need to step 
off the lane. 

This problem though, needs to be handled by 
the RAC more efficiently. 

Having a staff member patrol the track full 
time would really reduce the amount of un- 
necessary traffic on the track lanes. I do notice 
staff members surveying the area a few times 
throughout the night. But that just is not enough. 
Obviously the people who choose to be rude and 
inconsiderate on the track need a staff member 
to babysit them at all times. 

The RAC is supposed to be a stress-free area 
where we can all go to work out. People need to 
start being respectful and realize that they are 
not the only person on the track. 

When you start inconveniencing another's 
workout on the track, you're infringing on the 
quality of their run and that's just not right. 

Those of you who do this know who you are, 
so in the name of all runners of the indoor track, 
please stop! 

ATTENTION ALL CARTOONISTS! 
The George-Anne Opinions section NEEDS some new 

cartoonists! 

If you enjoy drawing and would like to have your work featured in the 
G-A every week, send in samples and your information (name, major, 

etc.) to gamed@georgiasouthern.edu. 

You can also visit the newsroom 2023 in the Williams Center 
or call Claire at 574-339-4923. 

Are there too many loopholes in our system? 
nothing to prosecute the defendants with and the 

Ben Carroll 
is a freshman exer- 
cise science major 
from Atlanta, GA. 
He is a staff writer/ 
guest columnist for 
the George-Anne. 

In the United States, we 
have made laws that are 
made to follow and we have 
made laws to protect us 
from any wrong-doing. 

However, every single 
day, it seems that people 
keep on escaping the pen- 
alties for their actions by 
slipping through the loop- 
holes in the law or getting 
in trouble for the smallest 
thing. 

When you watch a show 
like "Law and Order," you see how many ways a 
person can get away with a crime. 

I still don't understood how defense attorneys 
can look at the client's eyes, know they are guilty 
of an unspeakable crime, and try to bring out 
the insanity plea or let the judge dismiss the case 
after arguing that the police didn't have a proper 
search warrant. 

On January 16,2009, in San Francisco, 12 drug 
files cases, according to the sfgate.com, the San 
Francisco Chronicle official newspaper Web site, 
had been dismissed due to false information from 
11 police officers to obtain their search warrant. 

All the evidence that was found due to the 
search warrant was dismissed, so because the 
police officers messed up, the district attorney has 

cases were dismissed by the judge. 
So, instead of good triumphing over evil in the 

land of the free, the suspects will walk free with a 
very little chance of being convicted. 

In personal experience, I got punished more 
for not wearing my seat belt than these possible 
drug dealers. 

I hear about divorced parents with fathers who 
don't pay child support until the very last moment 
when the judge is threatening jail time, just to make 
life more difficult for the mother. 

I have seen my friends get off for something 
serious because they were lucky to run into a nice 
officer and I've seen friends go to jail on a techni- 
cality with a really mean officer. 

The point of the police is to keep the peace 
and everyone safe, not reach their quota. Maybe 
the people would appreciate the police more if we 
trusted them. 

The judicial system seems like it was designed 
by people who were raised by Puritans. There is 
a time and place for everything, like going into a 
building without a search warrant. 

People will abuse the system, which endangers 
everyone else. Rapists and murderers get placed 
back on the street while intoxicated people from 
the bars who can't drive home and are trying to 
be responsible by walking are being thrown in jail 
for being drunk in public. 

Stay smart in the sun by wearing SPF! 
This past weekend 

Claire Gallam 
is a senior commu- 
nications major from 
Lakewood, Ohio. 
She is the Managing 
Editor of news for 
the G-A. 

brought with it some very 
beautiful weather. With 
that, I spend Saturday 
lying by the pool with a 
fruity drink (umbrella 
included). 

As I relaxed in the sun 
wearing my teeny bikini, 
reveling in the beautiful 
day (and beautiful bodies 
that played volleyball in 
sight) the sun's harsh UV 
rays were the last thing 

on my mind. 
And as the day moved on, I began to see 

how many other pool goes also forgot to apply 
sunscreen by the dark shades of red their skin 
began turning to. 

When the weather gets nicer, many people tend 
to forget skin protection, even though skin cancer 
is becoming a major threat to many Americans. 

According to cancer.gov, the National Cancer 
Institute's web page, there are more than one 
million new cases of skin cancer diagnosed each 
year, and in 2008, there were over 1,000 deaths 

attributed to skin cancer. 
Now, with spring break just around the corner, 

these statistics are a good thing to keep in the 
back of your mind. 

Luckily though, skin cancer is one of the easi- 
est to prevent. According to the NCI, one of the 
easiest ways to prevent overexposure is to wear 
sunscreen (duh!). They recommend using at least 
a 15 SPF on your body, and at least a 25-30 SPF on 
your face. Sunscreen can range from two dollars 
a bottle to over 10 dollars. They also recommend 
applying sunscreen after you get wet, vigorous 
exercise, or every few hours. 

If you have been in the sun without protec- 
tion and are burnt, they recommend putting on 
a cover up or a hat for the remainder of the time, 
or going inside and applying aloe. 

If you notice that the areas around your eyes 
are burnt, rest a cool, damp washcloth on them to 
reduce swelling. If you notice that your burns are 
extremely dark, you have sunspots, or sun bubbles 
on your skin, see a doctor immediately, for these 
are high risk to causing skin cancer. 

Nothing ruins a day by the pool like bad 
sunburn, so make sure to apply sunscreen before 
your day in the sun! 
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Students to volunteer abroad in Northern Ireland 
GSU News Service 

Six Georgia Southern University honors stu- 
dents will begin a unique spring break next week 
when they depart Statesboro for a trip to Northern 
Ireland where they will tour, volunteer and spend 
St. Patrick's Day working alongside some of the 
country's most notable artists. 

The GSU students will arrive in Northern Ire- 
land on Saturday, March 14 and will tour Belfast, 
the North Antrim coast and Dublin. 

On St. Patricks Day they will volunteer in 
Derry, where they will work to repair historically 
significant murals alongside the famed Bogside 
Artists. 

Derry was the scene of a 1972 protest that 
turned violent when protesters were fired on by 
the British military. 

The events of that day led to escalated violence 
in the region and were the inspiration for the 
U2 song "Sunday, Bloody Sunday" The Bogside 
Artists have painted a series of murals in the area 
depicting the scenes of that Sunday and other 
reminders of that unsettled time. 

"Our students seek out meaningful learning 
experiences," said Steven Engel, director of GSU's 
Honors Program. 

"When some college students plan their break 
around 'fun in the sun,' this group will have the 
opportunity to learn, first-hand, about the peace 
and reconciliation process in a society that has 
emerged from a period of conflict. These kinds of 
experiential learning opportunities are a hallmark 
of the honors experience at GSU, where students 
can see ideas in action and make a difference at 
the same time." 

This trip is also significant because it will be 
the first time several of the students have trav- 
eled abroad. 

Allowing students opportunities to study 
and travel abroad is a key part of GSU's mission 
to provide an education that will give graduates 
the tools they will need to live and work in a 
global society. 

"This allows students to develop an under- 
standing of the problems that confront humanity 
and consider how their future careers may lend 
themselves to crafting solutions to these prob- 
lems," said Bob Frigo who is the assistant director 
of the University Honors Program. 

The GSU students traveling on this trip are 
Ashlin Reid, Mary Elizabeth Cooper, Rachel 
Rozier, Ava Conger and Rachel Anderson and 
Catherine Ryan. 

Q ft A SENATE 
OUHMEETINGS 
RUSSEl UNION 
6:30 PM 
TO REMIND STUDENTS 
TO COME AND IET 

IVOICE 
BE HEARD 
'tffet GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION 
RUSSELL UNION OFFICE OF STUDENT ACTIVITY 

Students visiting Derry will be able to see the murals painted by the Bogside artistis, 
one titled "Bloody Sunday." 

Special photo 
including this 

Gome and see us for 
St. Patrick's Day Gear! 

We have a large selection of 
decorations, hats, beads, and 
other accessories! 

PARTY 
"The 'Boro's Party Store5 

107 West Main Street 
489.9946 

{across from the Post Office) 
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SGA addresses campus concerns and upcoming election at biweekly meeting 

Special Photo 
SGA's meetings allow students and groups to 
address concerns and financial matters to 
representatives. 

By Tiffany Colston 
Guest writer 

On Wednesday, March 4 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Russell Union Theatre, SGA met to discuss vari- 
ous issues affecting the campus community such 
as the upcoming SGA elections, student athletes 
not having the opportunity to choose a broad 
range of majors and parking concerns. 

One reoccurring matter that was discussed is 
SGA's motion to approve campus organization 
fund requests. 

Campus organizations such as GSU Stand, the 
GSU Show Choir and the American Chemical 
Society requested up to $600 to financially sup- 
port trips that are steadily approaching. 

GSU Stand recently requested funds for 
their upcoming regional conference in North 
Carolina, which they will be paying $400 to 
cover out-of-pocket. 

Josh Fredrick, vice president of the organiza- 
tion, expressed his appreciation for the funds at 
the meeting. 

"The money helps us pay for normal operat- 
ing expenses and our non-profit causes," said 

iU 
Tuesday, March 10,2009 ■ • Wednesday, March 11,2009 

Time: 11 a.m. -1 p.m. 
Event: AIDS Testing 
Location: Russell Union 2044 

Time: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Event: Red Cross Blood Drive 

'   Location: Williams Center Dining Hall 

Time: 5 - 6 p.m. 
Event: Exercise Science Major Meeting 
Location: Hollis Classroom 2102 

Time: 5 - 6 p.m. 
Event: Philosophy Meeting 
Location: Newton Building 

Time: 5 - 7 p.m. 
Event: Build Leader Group Interviews 
Location: Russell Union 2073 

Time: 5 - 6:30 p.m. 
Event: SAGE Meeting 
Location: Russell Union 2044 

Time: 6 - 8 p.m. 
Event: SGA Election Candidate Meeting 
Location: Russell Union 2041 

Time: 6 - 8 p.m. 
Event: Al Gore Video 
Location: Biology Lecture Room 2215 

Time: 7 -10 p.m. 
Event: Movie: Rent 
Location: Russell Union Theatre 

Time: 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Event: SGA Meeting 
Location: Russell Union Ballroom 

Time: 8 -10 p.m. 
Event: Creative Writing Club   • 
Location: Newton Building 

Time: 7 - 9 p.m. 
Event: AIDS Awareness Bingo 
Location: Russell Union Commons Stage 

Time: 9-11 p.m. 
Event: Swing Cat Society Meetings 
Location: College Plaza Building 

Time: 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
Event: LC and Cabinet Meetings 
Location: Russell Union 2044 

Fredrick. 
The GSU Show Choir requested funds for 

rental facilities, lights and a sound system that is 
needed for performances during the semester. 

The American Chemical Society needs funds 
to help prepare for its National Chemical Society 
Conference in Utah this March. 

SGA president, Brandon Cook approved 
a motion for $600 Jn order for the organiza- 
tions to attend the conferences and cover their 
expenses. ■   " 

SGA elections will be held tentatively on 
March 24 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in Russell Union 
room 2047. Debates will also be held between 
potential candidates. 

According to Samantha Young, vice presi- 
dent of auxiliary affairs, candidates will have 
a full week to campaign and voting will begin 
on March 30. 

Executive Vice President Rahman Anjorin 
said that SGA elections in past years have been 
large and vast in number; this years election is 
expected to be even larger. 

"This year's election will be one of the larger 
elections that Georgia Southern has seen in 
recent years," said Anjorin. 

GSU New Venture 
Accelerator 

On March 9 at 6:30 p.m. in the Russell Union 
SGA's Parking and Transportation Committee 
will meet to address students' concerns. 

According to Young, students need to be 
aware that parking is prohibited at the new 
parking lot at the library. 

President Grube has designated much of the 
area behind the library as green space, an idea 
that many faculty members don't agree with. 

One problem raised at the meeting concerns 
football players not having an opportunity to 
take classes for certain majors, due to their early 
practice times. 

Football players that have practice from 9 
a.m. to 11 a.m. cannot major in areas associated 
with health professions. 

They can only major in Management if they'd 
like to be in the business program based on the 
practice times. 

Samantha Young and Michael Moore, cur- 
riculum foundations and reading professor will 
meet with associate provost, Amy Heaston later 
on this month to discuss the matter. 

"If students come to college and they want to 
be physical education teachers they should have 
the opportunity," said Young. 

Where Student Entrepreneurs 
Soar Higher and Grow Quicker 
Interested in starting a new business and 
would like to receive advice? Join the New 
Venture Accelerator Now! 

Contact: Prof. Luke Pirraway: 

Center For Entrepreneurial Learning 

lukepittaway@georgiasouthern.edu 

912.478.5321 

COBA Room 2217 

What is it? 
The Georgia Southern 
University New Venture 
Accelerator is an 
informal network of 
professors, local 
entrepreneurs and 
business professionals 
dedicated to helping you 
start your business 

Who is it for? 
If you are already 
running a business, are 
currently planning a 
business venture or wish to 
start one in the very near 
future contact us, 
we can help. 

What can we do? 
We help you by 
providing business 
development support, 
by introducing you to 
mentors and other 
business professionals; and, 
by helping you raise funds. 
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EAGLES SEASON ENDS AT SOCON 
All photos by Rob Eakins/STAFF 

LEFT: Tyler Troupe goes for a layup. TOP LEFT: Antonio Hanson rushes up the court. 
TOP RIGHT: Samantha Williams pushes the ball up court. BOTTOM: Jessica Geiger looks 
for a teammate. 

The Southern Conference (SOCON) tournament took place this past weekend in Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn. GSU women's basketball played Elon on Thursday, March 5, for a loss of 
57-54. The men lost to App. State 86-75 on Friday, March 6. 
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NOW LEASING I PIT FHIIMPIY I DRIVE TQ CAMPUS 
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Limited Time 
Signing Bonus! 
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Comt By Today 
For A Tour! 

All-inclusive 2 BR Individual Leases     yQ 
Only $490/mo per bedroom       MONEY 

DOWN : Included: (Water/Power/Cable w/HBQ/ 
DSL High-Speed Internet/Washer & Dryer) 

Huge Walk-in Closets 
Full Kitchen with bar 
Vaulted Ceilings 
_WjfiJLComp.u.ter_Lah. 
Fitness Studio 

Resort-Style Pool 
Basketball & Volleybal 
Courtesy Officer 
Pet Friendly 
AND MORE! 

(912) 681-64 
>dland urv/s - -jimzisooro, 

W00dlandsofStatesb0ro.COm 
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NEW UPGRADED FURNITURE 

COMPLETELY RENOVATED CLUBHOUSE 

NEW POOL FURNITURE 

UPGRADED COMPUTER LAB 

TUESDAY, MARCH 10,2009 

UPGRADED FITNESS CENTER & EQUIPMENT 

NEW VIDEO GAMING AREA 

UPGRADED SAND VOLLEYBALL COURTS 

UPGRADED BASKETBALL COURTS 

CAMPUS 
CLUB 

211 LANIER DR 
912.681.2582 

OWNED AND PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY ill AMERICAN CAMPUS COMMU 13 & 
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THE UPGRADE IN STUDENT LIVING 
CAMBRIDGE AT SOUTHERN - NEW UPGRADED FURNITURE 

UNIVERSITY PINES - UPGRADED.FITNESS CENTER AND EQUIPMENT UPGRADED CLUBHOUSE * NEW POOL FURNITURE 
UPGRADED COMPUTER LAB * NEW VIDEO GAMING AREA ♦ NEW TANNING BED 

CONVENIENT LOCATION TO CAMPUS • RESORT-STYLE SWIMMING POOL • FITNESS CENTER • SAND VOLLEYBALL 
CLUBHOUSE • HIGH-SPEED INTERNET • EXTENDED CABLE INCLUDED • INDIVIDUAL LEASES 

AMENITIES SUSJEC!' TO CHANCE 

AT    SOUTHERN 
CAMBRIDGE AT SOUTHERN • 130 LANIER DR • 912.681.2262 • 

UNIVERSITY PINES • 122 LANIER DR • 912.681.2234 • 

UNIVERSITY 

PINES 

OWNEO AND PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY III AMF.RICAN CAM! 
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EA Sports announces NCAA Basketball 09: March Madness Edition 
By Gweb Johnson 

duest Writer 

EA Sports has just announced that they will be 
offering downloadable content that will allow fans 
of the immensely popular NCAA Basketball series 
to replicate the upcoming NCAA Division I Men's 
Basketball Championship bracket. The NCAA Bas- 
ketball 09: March Madness Edition downloadable 
content is a series first for EA Sports. Players will 
have access to all of the schools competing in the 
2009 March Madness and the ability to take their 
favorite team all the way to the Final Four. NCAA 
Basketball 09: March Madness Edition is exclusive 
to the Xbox 360 and will be available for download 
at the price of 1200 Microsoft points ($15.00). The 
download will be made available in time for the 
official NCAA tournament, which starts March 
19 on CBS Sports. 

Beginning March 11 NCAA Basketball 09: 
March Madness Edition will be available for down- 
load through Xbox 360's Xbox LIVE Marketplace. 

. Teams from last year's tournament will be made 
-available prior to March 18. Beginning on March 

18 the game will update with the newly announced 
official Selection Sunday brackets, accurate teams, 

and updated ratings. 
EA Sports' goal with their NCAA Basketball 

09: March Madness Edition is to recreate the 
atmosphere and intensity of the NCAA March 
Madness tournament. Fans will be able to play 
through the entire NCAA tournament through 
their "virtual bracket" system using their favorite 
team. The players' team will be subjected to the 
identical conditions of the real life NCAA March 
Madness beginning at the opening round and 
ending at this year's host city Detroit Michigan's 
Ford Field for the Final Four. 

Replicating your favorite team's style of play 
and tempo will be the key to winning the tourna- 
ment. As an additional bonus the game will feature 
Division I coaches providing real time instructions 
and feedbackin-game. "Fans will be able to experi- 
ence the tournament, feel the adrenaline rush that 
comes with a single loss elimination tournament 
and write their own history," said Connor Dougan 
producer for NCAA Basketball 09: March Mad- 
ness Edition. 

EA Sports encourage all fans of NCAA bas- 
ketball to purchase NCAA Basketball 09: March 
Madness Edition throughXbox LIVE Marketplace 
beginning March 11. "Few sporting events capture 

Special Photo 
New game will allow sports fans to follow March Madness tournament, complete with updating 
brackets. 
the excitement and intensity of March Madness, 
so it's great to be able to offer everyone a chance 
to play with NCAA Basketball 09: March Madness 
Edition, an exclusive to Xbox LIVE and Xbox 360," 

said General Manager of Xbox Live Marc Whitten. 
Be sure to follow NCAA tournament games at 
NCAA.com or on CBS to see if your favorite team 
can live up to their virtual counterpart. 

Bring in this acl 

Pet Fe€ 
^pp F 
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Watchmen: a movie for both fanboys and newbies 
ByRyanBabula 
StaffWriter ***^H 

Let me preface with the fact that two weeks 
before viewing this, I had read the graphic novel 
off of which this is based. It's hailed as the book 
that "changed a medium," and fanboys across the 
country were up in arms as to whether they could 
film a book that's been deemed "un-filmable." After 
reading it, I can easily say that I fell in love with it. 
I loved every page, every panel, every intersecting 
story line, and every commentary it had to make. 
It's a dense and crowded story, and I began to 
wonder how they could adapt this faithfully and 
commercially. Well, I'm glad to saythat "Watchmen" 
is every bit as entertaining, emotional, and deep 
as its source material. Part of me worries, though, 
that it's not wholly commercial. 

What sets "Watchmen" apart from other 
superhero films is the fact that it's not entirely a 
part of that genre. Sure, there are superheroes, 
but the issues they face and what they represent 
in society are completely different'than any other 
superhero film. The characters in the film are 
internally flawed as a result of society's crumbling 
state, personal challenges, or the need to be relevant 
again. In the alternate history the story takes place 
in, superheroes are viewed as vigilantes, and their 
actions are illegal. They struggle to make sense of 
the fiery world they live in, and try to fix it in any 
way that they can. In fact, the only person with 
superpowers is alienated from the people he's 
asked to protect and questions whether they even 
deserve to be saved. 

Every actor in the film brings their character to 
life perfectly, but the two standouts here are Jackey 
Earl Haley and Jeffrey Dean Morgan as Rorschach 
and The Comedian, respectively. Haley gives Ror- 

schach a noirish attitude, but brings to the character 
a sense of sadness not fully explored in the comic. 
He is a product of childhood abuse and takes his 
rage out on a world that is disintegrating around 
him. Morgan (better known as "Denny" on "Grey's 
Anatomy") takes The Comedian and makes him 
at once a sadistic and sympathetic. You feel for his 
view on society, the irony of it all, but you never 
once condone his actions to "keep the peace." 

To say that "Watchmen" is a faithful adapta- 
tion would be a gross understatement. The movie 
practically feels like the graphic novel. It takes every 
important plot point, exposition, and emotional 
beat and translates it for the big screen. My only 
qualm exists during the first hour, where the film 
is a little too faithful to its source material. During 
this time, the film is practically all exposition and 
character development, and the way it's presented 
is often jarring and fairly uneven. Everything is 
flashback after flashback, and one begins to wonder 
when the main story will begin. The beginningpas- 
sages of the graphic novel flow like this, but in the 
transition from book to screen, this is one thing I 
wished they'd retooled just a bit. Thankfully, though, 
this doesn't take anything away from enjoying the 
film, for most of the content is compelling. 

After gushing about how much I enjoyed this 
film, I reference back to my preface. I am a fan of 
the graphic novel, and I feel that my experience 
watching the film was only exemplified due to 
this. In a sense, I was biased to either love or hate 
this film, and thankfully I landed on the former. 
In recommending this film, I have to warn you 
that it may not be what you're expecting if you 
haven't read the book. It's not an action-packed 
spectacle, though it's never boring. It's not "The 
Dark Knight" or "Spiderman 2." It's a very deep 
and compelling film that questions the prospect 

Special Photo 
Watchmen has long been one of the most critically acclaimed and best selling graphic novels of all 
time. Some say the movie focuses too much on the "graphic" part and not as much the story. 

of superheroes, what they represent, and how 
society views them. 

The people I've talked to who haven't read the 
book found that they enjoyed the film, but felt that 
many aspects were unnecessary. It's been mainly 
"Why's the blue guy always naked?" or "Why is 
the movie so long?" While I don't want to answer 
either of those questions, I can assure that the film 
wouldn't be as emotionally compelling if many 

of those things were left out. To say that this is a 
film for the fans would be a disservice. I just feel 
that if you want a truly full experience, take a few 
hours and read the graphic novel. I loved it, and I 
found myself enjoying the film just a tad more. If 
you'd rather not go that route, I still hope you enjoy 
the film as much as I did, and grasp everything it 
has to say. 

By Jonathan Pope 
StaffWriter k k k k 

After months of teasers, legal battles, and hype, 
"Watchmen" is finally here. Unfortunately, it's a 
flight letdown. As much as I loved it, there's no 
denying that it has some issues. 

Having read and thoroughly enjoyed Alan 
Moore's famed graphic novel, it was easy to get 
excited about the prospect of seeing it translated 
to film. It was also easy to see why it has long been 
touted as "unadaptable." 

Steeped in issues of sex, violence, politics, and 
religion, "Watchmen" is, in a word, "complex." 
Warner Brothers hoped to capture its essence by 
hiring Zack Snyder ("300," "Dawn of the Dead") 
to helm the project. 

However, unlike his fantastic adaptation of 
the far less dense "300," Snyder seems to have 
slightly missed the mark with "Watchmen" in the 
storytelling department. In his defense, this may 
be an unfair comparison considering the immense 
differences between the two. 

Snyder is undoubtedly a talented director with 
an unparalleled sense of style and faithfulness to 
the source material, yet he hasn't quite mastered 
the art of capturing emotion. 

Despite heavy backstory throughout, the story 
and characters sometimes lack the emotional depth 
that made them so intriguing in the pages of the 
graphic novel. 

This is thanks in part to the script - which takes 
a good amount of dialogue directly from the novel, 
forgetting that what reads well on paper does not 

necessarily sound good when spoken. 
Another issue is the way in which Nixon and 

the U.S. government are handled. I much preferred 
their ominous and shadowy presence in the graphic 
novel to the large boardroom scenes of the film. 
We see Nixon's caricature-like face far too many 
times, and it takes away from the foreboding role 
that the government played in the novel. 

Structurally, the narrative is sound, but those 
unfamiliar with the source material may find them- 
selves confused, as a good deal of material was left 
out, shortened, or changed altogether. Fans of the 
graphic novel will likely get the most enjoyment. 
Thankfully, Snyder has announced that a 3-hour- 
plus cut will be included on the forthcoming DVD 
and Blu-ray releases, which should fill in many of 
the blanks. 

What Snyder lacks in emotionally charged 
storytelling, he more than makes up for in presen- 
tation. The film looks brilliant and is shockingly 
accurate to the source. From the young comic 
reader by the newsstand to Laurie Jupiter's mole 
on her cheek - every detail has been painstakingly 
ripped from the pages and translated to the screen. 
A prime example is Dr. Manhattan's transforma- 
tion and backstory segment, which will likely give 
fans chills. 

Despite my nitpicking and criticisms, "Watch- 
men" is a fantastic piece of cinema. It's fan service 
through and through, and if you haven't read the . 
book, I highly recommend familiarizing yourself 
to get the most out of it. You are not likely to see 
a more faithful adaptation of this acclaimed piece 
of graphic novel history. Ever. 
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World famous Savannah Music Festival returns during spring break 

>Wusic*6 
Special Photo 

The Savannah Music Festival, Georgia's largest 
music festival, is known for it's eclectic line-up,; 

which spans across all genres from bluegrass 
to classical. 

By Philip Clements 
Features Editor 

Starting on March 19 and going until April 4, 
the Savannah Music Festival will take over the state's 
oldest city arid turn it into a music party. 

Founded in 1988, th'e "Savannah Onstage 
International Arts Festival" was a local effort to 
increase tourism in Savannah and its surround- 
ing area. Music, dance and film programs were all 
featured in the festival and attracted people mostly 
from the Southeastern coastal region. 

Donning a sleeker and more to-the-point name 
in 2002, the Savannah Music Festival narrowed its 
focus on the musical arts and has since brought 
some of the biggest names in American music to 
the stage, such as Buddy Guy and Derek Trucks. 

While most of the names in the line-up wont 
ring any bells to the typical Top 40 radio listen- 
ers, make no mistake: this festival is chock-full of 
international music royalty. 

After an eye-opening and soul-cleansing trip to 
Africa in order to trace the roots of his instrument, 
virtuoso banjoist Bela Fleck will bring his findings 
to Savannah. This rare and special performance 
will feature Fleck along with an all-star ensemble 

WEEKLY SPECIALS: 
Tuesday: 

dTTyOu eon eat boneless wings 
hesday: 

30 cent wings 
Saturday: 

Karaoke @ 8:00 P.M 
if you are under the age of 21 it is illegal 
to purchase alcoholic beverages 

of African musicians including Vusi Mahlasela, 
ToumaniDiabate, D'Garyand AnaniaNgoriga. One 
can only imagine the eclectic sounds that will result 
from the blending of Fleck's fusion of bluegrass and 
jazz with the traditional folky African rhythms 
brought forth by these amazing musicians. 

The 200 year old Portuguese musical style "fado" 
has on recently achieved international acclaim 
and much of that can be attributed to Mariza. She 
has been considered the best singner in the new 
fado generation and blends the traditional with 
the modern. 

The Savannah Music Festival wouldn't be com- 
plete without a little jazz and a little classical. On 
the jazz side of things is a performance by two of 
the biggest names in the jazz-rock fusion world, 
Chick Corea and John McLaughlin. Both veterans 
of Miles Davis' band, this will mark their first time 
together in 40 years. 

And who can say no to a Zydeco dance party? 
Three nights will feature performances from top- 
notch Creole and Cajun musicians, such as Feufollet 
and Cedric Watson. 

As for classical, the SMF has you covered there 
too. Pianist Garrick Ohlsson, who played with the 
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra in last year's festival, 
will be returning on his own this time. He will play 

timeless pieces such as Beethoven's Sonata No. 1 in 
F Minor and Chopin's Nocturne in D-flat (Google 
them if you do not know them by name, you'll 
probably recognize them. 

The SMF also focuses on musical education. 
The Gulfstream Music Education Series will feature 
many free age-appropriate concerts that will give 
students a taste of a wide selection of genres. 

For those that are overwhelmed by the list of 
unfamiliar names, SMF has gone to the internet to 
provide potential festival-goers an opportunity to 
hear the music of the unknown artists. There have 
been 18 different episodes that feature live music 
from those that will be featured in the festival. To 
hear this radio show, go to www.savannahmusic- 
festival.org/radio 

Another quirky choice for festival-goers is a 
trip back to the early 1900s with three classic silent 
films accompanied by pianist Rick Friend. Charlie 
Chaplin's "The Immigrant" from 1917 and "The 
Kid" from 1921 will be joined by F.W. Murnau's 
"Sunrise" from 1927. 

For more information, including a complete 
line-up, ticket prices and venues, you can visit the 
festival website at www.savannahmusicfestival. 
org 
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Caribbean Cafe, Special Photo 
Neko Case, a singer/songwriter whose music has been described as"moody, deeply personal music 
that combines elements of country, gospel and punk rock" by Rolling Stone writer Neva Chonin, 
will make her Savannah debut at the Trustes Theater on Friday, April 3. 
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STUDENT MEDIA 
is now hiring paid positions 

EXECUTIVE EDITOR 

GEORGE-ANNE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

REFLECTOR EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

MISCELLANY EOITOR-IN-CHIEF 

OUR HOUSE EOITOR-IN-CHIEF 

ONLINE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

AOS MANAGER 

All students interested in student 
media executive board positions 
should have completed at least 
one year of university work, and 
should have served on a student 
media publication staff at least 
one semester. 

The executive editor and George- 
Anne editor in chief must have 
completed at least two years of 
university work, at least one year 
at Georgia Southern University. 
All  applicants should demon- 
strate sound editorial judgment 
in coverage and assignments. 
They should  be familiar with 
basic journalistic practices such 
as news gathering and report- 
ing practices, news and feature 
writing, copy editing and prodr* 
reading, photojournalism, lay- 
out and design and media law 
and ethics. 

Student managers assist in 
choosing contest entries for lo- 
cal, state and national contests, 
and initiate disciplinary ac- 
tion according to established 
procedures when the editor 
becomes dissatisfied with the 
performance of a staff mem- 
ber. 

Applicants for the positions 
should display leadership 
qualities of high ethical stan- 
dards. All editors must meet 
established deadlines, main- 
tain regular office hours and 
attend weekly executive 
board meetings. 

For complete job descriptions, visit the Student Employment Center web site atjobs.georgiasouthern.edu/SEC 
All applications must be received by Friday, March 27. Applicants must be available for interviews between 2 
and 5 pm on BOTH April 3 and April 10. Applicants for Executive, George-Anne, REFLECTOR, Online editors and 
ADS Manager must also plan to be in Statesboro for the summer of 2009. 
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Free ads for students, faculty & staff (non-commercial); Just go to 
www.gadaily.com    -click on classifieds 
You must Include your names, phone number and Georgia Southern e-mail address for 
freebies. No phone calls please, at this price we dorft take dictation. 

CLASSIFIED CATEGORIES 

100 Announcements 
110 Auditions 
120 Freebies 
130 Lost & Found 
140 Other Announcements 

200 Buy or Sell 
210 AutosforSale 
220 Auto Parts for Sale" 
230 Bicycles for Sale 
240 Books for Sale 
250 Computers & Software 
260 Miscellaneous for Sale 
270 Motorcycles for Sale    - 
280 TradeS, Barter 
290 Wanted 

300 Employment & Job Services 
310 Career & Job Services 

320 Child Care Needed 
330 Child Care Provider 
340 Internships/Volunteer 
350 Jobs/FullTime 
360 Jobs/Part Time 
370 Opportunities/Business.   * 
380 University Work 
390 Wanted Jobs 

400 Housing & Real Estate 
410 Apartments 
420 Lofts & Rooms 
430 Mobile Homes 
440 Real Bate for Sale 
450 Roommates Wanted 
460 Storages Moving Services 
470 Student Housing 
480 "Sub Leases 
490 Vacation Rentals 

500 Personals 
500 Personals 

600 Services 
610 Education & Tutoring 
620 Financial Aid/Loans 
630 Legal Services 
640 Resumes/Typing/DTP 
650 Services/Miscellaneous 

700 Travel 
710 Spring BreakTrave! 

800 Transportation/Rides 
800 Transportatton/Rides 

900 Miscellaneous 
910 Pets & Pet Supplies 

uy or 5>ei 
200 - 299 

210 AutosforSale 

1993 Mercury Villager Minivan, in good condition 
for age. Runs great, but a little loud. Recent battery, 
new tires. Call 912.486.0092 

lousing & Keai tstate 
400 - 499 

410 Apartments 

Price cut $310/month!! ALL INCLUSIVE, big 
bedroom,great roommates & neighbors,walk to 
class, private BT, pets allowed, 24 hr gym, free 
internet, HBO.Priced to ao. call 9125314805 

450 Roommates 

4th female roommate needed for privately owned 
new home in Burkhalter Plantation. Common 
areas furnished.Fall. 09-10. 4BR/4BA. Has porch, 
deck, garage, walk-in closet. $450 util incl. call 
706-825-9852 

470 Student Housing 

For Rent: Multiple Brand New Properties. 3BR/3BT 
in The Hammocks. 3BR/2BT in Cypress Cross- 
ing. Now leasing for fall. Call 912-536-1096 for 
more info. 

I need a lease only for the FALL semester (Aug- 
Dec). Call 678.898.4060     ■ 

Now Leasing for August 1. 3,4,5,6,7 BR Houses 
at GSU enterence or nearby. References, 24 hr 
repairs. 912-682-7468 or 912-764-6076. 

For Rent: 4BR/4BT-Talon's Lake. $350/month per 
room. Cable/DSL included. Call 912-839-4691 

Hendley Properties: Greenbriar-$325-350, Haw- 
thorne-$275-350, Planters Row-$365. All rates 
indicated are per person. Units range from 2-4 BR. 
Call 912-681-1166 for Greenbriar/Hawthorne of- 
fice. Planters Row office 912-681 -1170. Visit www. 
hendlevDroDerties com for more info. 

480 Sub Leases 

I am looking for someone to take over my lease 
at Campus Club.   You can live anywhere and 

any building, you would just take over my lease. 
Contact me at 706-536-6490 or gkee00158@ 
georgiasouthern.edu 

May-July Female Subleaser for 1 BR in 4BR at 
Campus Club. $399/month All inclusive (May rent 
is negotiable) CLEAN room. Fun and CLEAN room- 
mates. Biggest room and closet in apartment. 

Brand new house available for a summer sublease. 
Available May-July. $350 a month + utlities. RENT 
NEGOTIABLE. Call 678.898:4060. 

Move in TODAY! Sublease through JULY, option 
of renting in 09-10. 1 BR Apt, furnished. Contact 
Cambridge at 912-681-2262. Ask about 1027A. 
http://www.southernstudenthousing.com 

Looking for one/two people to sublease a 2BR/2BT 
house starting May 2009. Perfect for dog own- 
ers - big yard to run around in. Very close to 
campus, within walking distance to the plaza! Call 
4049697989 

1 BR w/ own BA open in 4 BR/2 BA Cambridge 
apartment starting in May! 2 Great Roommates, 
View of Pond, Pool, Clubhouse,Workout Room! 
Rent is $415/ MO, negotiable. Email hfinnerl® 
georgiasouthern.edu  

ervices 
600 - 699 

650 Services/Miscellaneous 

Savannah Hydroponics & Organics is now OPEN! 
Located on Hwy 80 next to the Savannah State 
Farmers' Market. Specialty gardening supplies for 
your indoor and outdoor gardens. We carry all maor 
brands. Let us help you with your gardening needs. 
Call 912-349-4030 or www.savannahhydro.com 

ravel 
700 - 799 

710 Spring Break Travel 

Spring Break: beautiful St. Simon's Island. Best 
Western Island Inn. Sun-Fri, 5 nights, $500 plus tax. 
Fri-Sun, 2 nights, $220 plus tax. Call 800-673-6323 
www.bestwestern.com/island inn • 

Crossword 
ACROSS 

1 One Baldwin 
5 Wild party 

11 $ player 
14 "Magic 

Moments" 
singer 

15 Mario Puzo 
book 

16 Biddy 
17 Golf events 
19 Lofty poem 
20 Childhood 

prohibition 
21 Tennis grouping 
22 Auction offer 
23 Haughty look 
26 Air-to-ground 

attacking 
28 Decimal part of 

a logarithm 
31 Pile up leaves 
32 Quaint 
33 Convulsive 

condition 
37 Neon, for one 
38 Pygmalion's 

statue 
39 SASE, e.g. 
42 Rhythm 

instrument 
43 Neighbor of 

Swed. 
44 "Charles in 

Charge" star 
47 Butterfly in 

Bogota 
49 Envelops . 
53 Repair a hem 
54 Slugger's stat 
55 King topper 
56 Send out 
58 Jolson and Gore 
59 Brainy social 

system 
64 PGA peg 
65 Actress Brigitte 
66 Isle of exile 
67 Harris and 

Wynn 
68 Whoever 
69 Speech defect 

DOWN 
1 Play part 
2 London W.C. 
3 Outback bird 
4 Trumpet's 

cousin 

1 2 3 
1 1 5 6 7 8 9 .- 11 12 13 

14 15 16 

17 18 19 

20 21 22 

23 24 25 ■ 26 27 

28 29 30 31 

32 33 34 35 36 

37 38 39 40 41 

42 43 

44 45 46 ■ 47 48 

49 50 51 52 53 

54 I 55 56 67 

58 59 60 61 62 63 

64 65- 1 66 

67 68 69 

© 2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
All rights reserved. 
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5 Horse shade 
6 Rounds and 

clips 
7 Two-finger sign 
8 Painter Max 
9 State 

10 Ziti or orzo 
11 Irrational dread 
12 Debit fluid 
13 Tense 
18 Panamanian 

dictator 
23 Smoky-fog 
24 Zilch 
25 Conclusions 
26 Deep bows 
27 Young fish 
29 Hot tubs 
30 Sandy deposit 
34 Sicilian smoker 
35 Gaze 
36 Mock-heroic 
39 Eve's grandson 
40 Nuzzle 
41 Bird's crop 
42 Murmur 
44 Tongue-lash 
45 Meandered 

Solutions 
d s i 1 N O A N V s a 3 
V a i 3 1 O a a V a 3 3 1 
A 0 V H 0 0 1 i a 3 IAI S 1 V 

1 i 1AI B| 3 O V 1 a a 
M 3 s 3 a |s n 0 s 0 8 IN 3 
V S o d i a V IAI 0 1 V a 
a 0 N i 3 N V i s V o| 
0 N 3 V 3 1 V "i V 9 S V s 

■ A s d 3 "1 i d 3 a a o 
3 M V a V s s 1 1 N V IAI 
O N 1 d V a 1 si a 3 3 N S 
a i a 1 3 s o N 0 N 
3 a 0 s l N 3 IAI V N a n O 1 
N 3 H V i a 3 Al o 1 o IAI o 0 
O y d d n 3 A V a o 3 1 V 

46 Large wading 
birds 

48 Stormy seabird 
50 Brazilian dance 
51 Watery expanse 
52 Festive 
56 Stiff collar 

57 Small speck 
60 Church vow 
61 Legendary 

boxer 
Muhammad 

62 Natl. TV network 
63 Shrill bark 
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NATIONAL NEWS 

Economy may affect Spring Break travel 
By Derek Legette 

. Uwire 

Spending for Spring Break 2009 will see a 20 
percent decline, according to one University of 
South Carolina economics professor. 

Doughlas Woodard, economics professor and 
director of the USC Division of Research, thinks 
the economy will affect everything and not just 
Spring Break. 

"People aren't spending as much, which is bad 
for the economy," Woodard said. 

While some students are excited and joyful 
about the steadily approaching spring break, 
others are simultaneously anxious and worrisome 
about the economy. 

Some students had to reorganize their plans 
in order to maintain their budget. 

Rashad Singletary, a first-year electrical en- 
gineering student, had to change his plans so he 
could save money. 

"My initial plan was to group up with friends 
to go to Miami, but instead we're just going to 
be heading towards Myrtle Beach. I'm trying 
not to do too much in order to save my money," 

Singletary said. 
Although students want to have a good time 

during their week off, saving money still remains 
a constant priority to them. 

"I plan on saving up money and just hanging 
out with friends over the break," said Kevin Cielo, 
a first-year business student. 

Cielo admits that he never had big plans, 
but even if he did, he would keep it within his 
budget. 

"I will stay close to home and not go too far," 
he said. 

Some students have saved up money in advance 
so they are not too concerned with the status of 
the economy. 

Justin Thompson, a second-year psychology 
student, is going to continue his plans to travel 
to Florida during the break. 

"I'm going to Florida, and with gas being 
cheap it's a great trip for me. Based on how I 
save and spend money, the trip is affordable," 
Thompson said. 

Even though the state of the economy has had 
an effect on some students, it has not affected all 
students. 

DO YOtj  REA 

THE AVERAGE 4 BEDROOM APARTMENT IS 1400 SOFT 
COPPER BEECH 4 BR APARTMENT IS 2000 SQFT 

AVERAGE 4 BEDROOM PRICE IS $445 PER PERSON 
(BASED ON COMPETITORS'  RATES WHICH   INCLUDE UTILITIES) 

COPPER BEECH 4 BR PRICE $385 PER PERSON 

(DOES  NOT INCLUDE UTILITIES) 

THEIR PRICE $445 - OUR PRICE $385 = $60 
' $60^X4 PEOPLE = $240) EACH MONTH ON POWER AND WATER SERVICES? 

Special Photo 
University of Texas students visited the Capitol last Thursday to rally for tuition relief. 

Texas students march to Capitol for tuition relief 

gpver b (Vt 

ByJonathonBabin 
Uwire 

Students from across Texas made the mile-long 
march from the West Mall to the south steps of the 
Capitol on Thursday to promote tuition relief and 
equal opportunity for higher education. 

Jimmy Talarico, a government junior and 
president of University Democrats, spoke at the 
West Mall rally and then led the group, collectively 
titled Tuition Relief Now, on the march. 

"More than half of students graduate college 
with debt," Talarico said. 

Tuition has climbed at the University of Texas 
by 86 percent and statewide by 53 percent since 
the Legislature decided to allow schools to set their 
own tuition rates in 2003, Talarico said. 

At the Capitol, state Sen. Juan Hinojosa, D- 
McAllen, a co-sponsor of the Tuition Freeze Bill, 
took the podium and spoke about the need for 
fair tuition and the power of education. 

"Education is the best equalizer we have in our 
society," he said. "It is unfair to place the burden 
on students who are trying to get an education 
and better their lives." 

The Tuition Freeze Bill will keep tuition at the 
same cost for two years, cap tuition following the 
freeze at the rate of inflation and require student 
fees to be approved by a student vote. 

Hinojosa said the Legislature would also ap- 
propriate nearly $600 million for higher education 
during this session. 

Student Government President KeshavRajago- 
palan said tuition regulation is not the problem 
the Legislature needs to address. Rajagopalan said 
the fundamental problem is funding. 

The Legislature currently provides the univer- 
sity with a 0.25 percent funding increase annually, 
which he said fails to keep up with the rate of 
inflation and the increase in energy costs. 

"The state needs to make a commitment to 
higher education," Rajagopalan said. "The students 
need to put the blame on our state." 

Rajagopalan said the annual increase for total 
student costs has actually declined since tuition 
was deregulated in 2003. From 1990 to 2003, the 
annual increase in student costs per year was 
13.5 percent. 

Since deregulation, the average annual increase 
has declined to 8.5 percent. Though tuition "has 
risen since deregulation, the service fees that 
students pay have considerably dropped off, 
Rajagopalan said. 

"The only reason tuition has increased is that 
the state hasn't funded the school adequately," 
said state Sen. Judith Zaffirini, D-Laredo and 
chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on Higher 
Education. "And I hope that in these dire times 
we can do that." 

Zaffirini said the only reason the Legislature 
voted for deregulation in 2003 was because of a 
$10 billion shortfall. 

"It was the responsible thing to do at the time," 
she said. 
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Basketball seasons come to end, baseball and tennis dominate 

RobEakins/STAFF 
J'Lisia Ogburn goes up for a shot in the Eagles 
57-54 loss to Elon in Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Compiled by Staff 

The Georgia Southern basketball teams ended 
their 2008-09 seasons this weekend at the Southern 
Conference tournament in Chattanooga, Tenn, 

The Lady Eagles faced Elon in their round 
one game on Thursday. Though GSU swept Elon 
this season, the Phoenix came out strong and 
dominated in the postseason appearance. Coach 
Rusty Crams team fell behind in the first half and 
was down by 13 at halftime. The largest lead of 
the game was 22. 

But, in a fashion to make Eagle fans proud, the 
team came roaring back in the second half. Senior 
Ashley Melson hit a 3-pointer in the last minute to 
pull the team within one. The Lady Eagles forced 
an Elon shot clock violation to get the ball back 
with 27 seconds, but could not produce a basket. 
A last second foul put Elon at the line and they 
sank both free throws to end the game with a 
57-54 lead. 

This was the final game in the stellar careers 
of seniors Melson and Ashley Rivens. Melson led 
the Lady Eagles in scoring with 15 points, while 
Rivens had eight. J'Lisia Ogburn and Jessica Geiger 
both had nine points in the effort. 

The team ends their season 16-14 overall and 
11-10 in conference. 

The men's basketball team also fell in the first 
round of the tournament, losing 86-75 to App. 
State. Tyler Troupe had a stellar (find another 
word) performance, scoring 20 points in the game. 
Ben Drayton III added 15 points, while Antonio 
Hanson added 14. 

This was the final game for seniors Kenith 
Ward (two.rebounds) and Anthony Marshall (six 
points). The Eagles ended the turbulent season 
with an 8-22 record. 

The Eagles baseball team continued to domi- 
nate, sweeping their competition in the Holiday 
Inn Eagle Invitational. On Friday, the Eagles de- 
feated Indiana, 8-5. Chris Mederos stuck out eight, 
earning his third win of the season. Dexter Bobo 
pitched two scoreless innings to earn the save. On 
Saturday, the Eagles won over LeMoyne, 5-3. Andy 
Moye threw eight solid innings to earn the win. 
Four players had multiple hits in the effort. 

The biggest game of the weekend, however, was 
Sunday's battle against No. 20 East Carolina. The 
Eagles again proved to be dominant, ripping ECU 
14-4. Senior catcher Griffin Benedict (see pg. 20 for 
profile) tied an NCAA record with two solo home 

runs in the seventh inning. The Eagles scored eight 
of their 14 runs in that inning alone. 

Matt Murray picked up the win for GSU in 
a five-inning effort, earning his first win as an 
Eagle. Kyle Kamppi picked up his second save of 
the season. The Pirates used eight different pitch- 
ers in the game. 

The Eagles improve to 11 -1 on the season and 
will hit the toad for the first time this season, 
traveling to Jacksonville Tuesday (game set for 
6 p.m.). 

The GSU tennis teams also dominated their 
competition this weekend. The men's team opened 
up SoCon play with a victory over App. State, 5-2. 
They improved to 5-2 on the season. 

The women's team picked up two wins this 
weekend, including an impressive shutout of App. 
State on Saturday, 7-0. The other win came over 
Evansville, 5-2. 

The Lady Eagles Softball team struggled this 
weekend, dropping four of five games since J 

Thursday. Their only win was a 1-0 victory over 
College of Charleston. Despite impressive pitch- 
ing by Brianna Streetmon and multiple strong 
at-bat outings for the team, the Lady Eagles fall 
to a 8-12 record. 
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Check out GADaily.com for coverage of tonight's baseball game at Jacksonville. Also online, the latest 
edition of the weekly swarm, online polls and up to date news around GSU. 

The General Behind the Plate: Griffin Benedict 

Rob Eakins/STAFF 
Griffin Benedict makes a play to second in a 
recent game against Georgia Tech. 

By Justin Kopaa 
Guest writer 

The Georgia Southern Eagles are off to a swift 
start in the 2009 season. The success comes as no 
surprise; the team is led by a solid core of battle- 
tested veteran experience. One of the leaders who 
has come to the forefront of attention is senior 
Griffin Benedict, who has started all four years 
while at Georgia Southern behind the plate. 

"He has a good feel for the game and it's almost 
like having another coach on the field, which is 
very important for his position, being a catcher," 
said Coach Rodney Hennon. 

As the son of long time Atlanta Brave Bruce 
Benedict, Benedict has grown up with baseball 
flowing in his veins. 

"When I was four I started playing tee-ball and 
just moved up," said Benedict of his early introduc- 
tion to Americas pastime. "I started catching when 
I got into high school. I played short stop before 
that and first base when I was little." 

Even though Benedict had a strong connection 
to the game, he claims that his success demonstrates 

that anyone can achieve their goal. 
"It proves to you that it can be done. When 

somebody does it that you know, it's like aliens 
don't play it, real people play it and you actually 
have a chance," said Benedict. 

In high school, Benedict started at St. Pius 
behind the plate and under center as the team's 
quarterback in football. 

Although he got scholarship offers for both 
sports, Benedict chose the opportunity to have an 
immediate impact for Georgia Southern. 

"He has gotten better each year and definitely 
matured each year. He had a great opportunity as 
a freshman; we had graduated our starting catcher 
the year before so he played a lot right away that 
first year, which I think he has benefited a lot from 
that experience," said Hennon. 

Benedict is the exact type of player that every 
team is looking for, providing strong leadership 
abilities behind the plate and a solid bat in the 
lineup. In fact, he struck out the least amount of 
times for any starter last season. 

His plate discipline and ability to fight off 
pitches are essential to have in the middle of the 

order where he has ample, opportunities to drive 
in runs and make an impact on each and every 
game. 

Benedict was named Third Team Preseason 
All-America by the National Collegiate Baseball 
Writers Association; a title that commemorates 
his past success, although he admits it is just "a 
feather in your cap." 

"My expectations for this year are to win up- 
wards of 40 games and perform in the Southern 
Conference tournament and win the Southern 
Conference," said Benedict. 

In the last Eagles outing, a 14-4 victory of no. 
20 East Carolina, Benedict tied a NCAA record 
with two solo home runs in the seventh inning 
of the game. 

For that performace and batting a .647 aver- 
age over the past week, the Southern Conference 
awarded Benedict the "SoCon Player of the Week" 
yesterday. 

Although league play has not yet started, the 
Eagles have begun their campaign quickly with a 
strong record behind the leadership of Benedict, 
with the sky as the limit. 

A Talk With: 
Griffin Benedict 
Interview by Justin Kopacz 

When did you start playing baseball? Were 
you always a catcher? 

When I was four I started playing tee-ball 
and just moved up. I started catching when I 
got into high school. I played short stop before 
that and first base when I was little. 

In high school, you also started as the quar- 
terback at St. Pius, what made you decide to 
pursue a college career in baseball? Did you 
have any football scholarship offers? 

I actually got tired of everyone being big- 
ger, faster, and stronger than I was in football. 
I enjoyed high school football but baseball is 
really my passion and I could go to a better 
school with baseball. 

I got a lot more scholarship offers for football 
than I did baseball but I think baseball is a little 
more competitive. You get a lot more letters for 
football but like I said I want to move on with 
baseball. I think that I can go a little further 
with my size. 

What does it mean to you to be named Third 
Team Preseason All-America by the National 
Collegiate Baseball Writers Association? 

Preseason does not mean a whole lot, it is 
just a recognition of what you have done over 
the past couple years. Obviously, you want to 
be second or first, especially first, but it is just 
a feather in your cap. 

It is definitely not something that should 
get to your head. In the scheme of things, that's 
really not a big award. It is just for your parents 
to recognize what you have done for the past 
three years and get national recognition. 

Do you have any nicknames we should 
know about? 

Na, people call me Benny on the field but 

I don't have any nicknames. A lot of 
people call me Griffin. 

What is your career high 
light? 

Probably my sports career is 
signing with Georgia Southern. 
I have gotten big hits since 
coming to Geogia Southern 
but I have not gotten my number 
one sports highlight which is 
winning the Southern Con- 
ference. 

If we do that this year, that 
will definitely be my number one 
sports highlight. 

What would you say is currently 
your greatest strength as a player? 

Being a starter for four years, I 
think leadership definitely comes 
into play there. I think the younger 
kids look up to the older guys on 
the team? It definitely helpshaving #"• 

a four year guy behind the plate. Game man- 
agement and stuff like that, just helping kids 

out on the field and prepping for the game, 
just trying to catch winners. 

What would you like to do after 
you graduate from College? 

I would love to get an oppor- 
tunity to play some minor league 

baseball. 
I only have a couple more hours to 

finish my degree, so if baseball does not 
work out for me, I still have recreation 
and will try to move on and find a job. 

You are a Cultural and Resource Man- 
agement major, what field would you like 
to get into if you don't pursue the one on 
the diamond? 

I want to stay in the South and get a job 
someplace around here. Maybe do some 
contracting or land management, some- 
thing like that. 
Rob Eakins/STAFF 
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