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BlazeSports comes to GSU to offer clinic on adaptlve sports

By Jessica Martin

Sports editor

Saturday, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the RAC,
GSUis playing host to BlazeSports Day; a program
to provide a free adaptive sports clinic for people
with physical disabilities.

BlazeSports is a national organization that
gives physically disabled persons an opportunity
at community sports, according to their website.
These are sports often left out of the Paralympics
and include wheelchair basketball, handball and
tennis, aswell assitvolleyball, bocciaball, and goal
ball (agamefor thevisuallyimpaired). Wheelchair
tennis 2hd basketball are paralympic sports.

“It is to provide and teach adaptive sports to
peoplewith disabilities,” said Brent Wolfe, aprofes-
sor in the recreation program in the Department
of Hospitality, Tourism, andFaminand Consumer
Sciences.

Saturdaywillbeaclinictotrainand teach people
about the programs and sports. Six differentadap-
tive sports will be taught and will occur in halfan
hour blocks, according to Wolfe. The group will
be bringing four representatives, including a few
athletes in the program, as well as sport wheel-
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chairs for people to try out. This program is open
to anyone, with or without disabilities.
Wolfe, who specializes in recreational therapy

and teaching how to work with people with dis--

abilities, met a BlazeSports representative, Tim
Wall (a GSU alumnus), at a national conference
and the. two talked about potentially bringing
the group to GSU. Wolfe is a co-sponsor for the
Recreational Student Organizationand pitched the
ideato the group to see if they were interested. The
group agreed to bring the program here.

The non-profit organization is based out of
Atlanta and started after the 1996 Atlanta Para-
lympics, according to their website. In 1998, the
first BlazeSports program beganin Atlanta, named

BlazeSports Georgia. In 2002, the BlazeSports

America program was launched.

“This program is all over the country,” said
Wolfe, “Itis justlike a Parks and Recreation league
for wheelchair sports”

BlazeSports now has leagues all over the
state, as well as the country (29 states have the
program), Leagues are widespread in the state,
including leagues in Atlanta, Augusta, Athens,
Savannah, Macon, Rockdale County, and South-
west (Albany).
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COMPLETELY RENOVATED CLUBHOUSE* UPGRADED FITNESS CENTER & EQUIPMENT
NEW VIDEO GAMING AREA * UPGRADED SAND VOLLEYBALL & BASKETBALL COURTS
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Special Photo
BlazeSportsishostingaclinicatthe RACon Saturdayfrom 11a.m.to4 p.m.toteach participantsabout
adaptive sports. Such sports includes wheelchair basketball, which is also a Paralympic sport.
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300 E. Main Street Suite C 355 from

Come Experience
Georgia’s
-] Newest Winery

26 Miles from Statesboro
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Tasting Room Now Open
Mon-Sat 11am - 9pm & Sundays from 12:00 - 9pm

912.857.3076 « www.ShannonVineywards.com
4197 Savannah Highway * Sylvania, GA 30467
If you are under the age of 21, it is illegal to purchasc alcoholic b:vcragcs
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