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School of Nursing faculty awarded $7,000 grant for student 

training 

October 28, 2020 

Georgia Southern University Associate Professor of Nursing Debra Hagerty, 

DNP, was awarded a grant for $7,100 to support student training in the care 

of older adults who may have sensory deprivations such as arthritis, visual 

impairments or gait disturbances.  

Hagerty will use the grant money, which was awarded by the Georgia 

Health Foundation, to purchase simulation material for use in the School of 

Nursing’s hospital simulation lab and classroom on the Armstrong Campus. 

Sensory deprivation training will allow nursing and health professions 

students to experience the same physical deficits and mobility difficulties 

that affect older adults with chronic medical conditions. 

“We realize there is no better way to teach empathy and caring than to 

immerse individuals in similar experiences and situations,” said Hagerty. 

“Nursing students, as well as other health professions students, will benefit 

immensely by having the opportunity to experience many of the chronic 

conditions and deficits that beset aging seniors. I want to demonstrate to students what challenges they may 

face when caring for baby boomers as they age and conditions like visual impairment, stroke, arthritis or 

dementia become more prevalent.” 

The training will be offered as part of a nursing leadership course, the Institute of for Healthcare Improvement 

student group and incorporated into additional opportunities for other health professionals to learn and 

collaborate. 
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Georgia Southern studio applications class gaining experience 

amid COVID-19 pandemic 

October 28, 2020 

 

A student in professor Dean Cummings’, Ph.D., studio applications class sets up a shot in the studio. The students have continued working in the 
studio safely throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The experience of working in a multimedia studio cannot be recreated virtually or elsewhere.  Working within 

the circumstances of the pandemic, Dean Cummings, Ph.D., assistant professor of multimedia film and 

production at Georgia Southern University turned to the Georgia Film Academy and his time filming in sterile 

environments to ensure students in his studio applications class stay safe while gaining valuable studio 

experience. 

All students in the class, which is offered through the Department of Communication Arts, are certified in 

COVID-19 safety protocols through training offered by the Georgia Film Academy, and Cummings mandated 

the use of lab coats and head coverings, in addition to masks, for students and talent in the studio. 

“All of the students have done a great job making sure that the protocols are being applied and so far, they are 

being applied correctly,” Cummings said. “I mandated the lab coats and caps to minimize the transfer of any 

virus that would be on clothing, kind of like a mask for the body.  The students would be up close with guests, 

clients and any non-students who come into the studio, so the lab coat protects them as much as it protects 

others.” 
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Students are split into four groups to minimize contact, and each group member has a different role, so they 

don’t have to share equipment. Temperature checks are performed before entry into the studio, and all 

equipment is sanitized after each session. 

 The class has been working with outside clients to create 

commercials that will be seen on the campus websites of 

Georgia Southern Health Services, Emergency Management 

and International Admissions. Senior Mecca Malone said the 

most challenging part of the class is making sure the clients get 

what they want. 

“We are confined to the studio for safety precautions, so there 

is a lot we are able to do, but you have to get creative about 

how you do it,” Malone said. “Within this time, I have learned 

a lot of what is possible even in the current circumstances. 

Safety is also a big deal, so we have to do this while making 

sure our clients and talent are all comfortable.” 

Cummings’ experience filming projects in hospitals and 

surgical suites has helped him make sure students know how 

to keep themselves and others safe in the studio while still 

creating quality content. 

“I don’t expect the students to tiptoe around the studio, but I do want them to be aware that what they touch, 

where they stand and how they treat the sterile environment is important,” he said. “If anything, treating a 

client or talent with respect is extremely important in their future professional careers. In COVID-19 times, we 

must respect our talent, keep them safe and keep our crew safe.” 

Malone said she’s glad she is getting so much applicable experience. 

“I tell Dr. Cummings this all the time: I am not sure what I expected to gain from this class, but I have learned a 

lot,” she said. “Dr. Cummings wanted to make this class similar to situations that would occur in the real world 

and that has stayed true. This class has involved working with people, setting meetings and being professional. 

I am still unsure of where I will work after graduation, but I will be applying at jobs similar to this class.” 
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Students in the studio applications class must wear head 
coverings and lab coats, in addition to masks, while in the 
studio. 
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