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I Blackwater employee
Wesley Batalona
t killed by Fallujah mob

By Adam Brady

that_guy@stouthouse.org

Kristal Batalona awoke on April 2 at 6 a.m. to a surprise visit

" from her boyfriend. It was her twenty-second birthday, and he

\ wanted to give her apresentbefore shelefthome forwork. Batalona

» had just finished opening her gift when the phone rang.

It was her mother calling from Hawaii — six hours behind
local time, or about 1 a.m. on the island.
“T knew in her voice something was wrong,” she said,
She was right.
Her father Wesley Batalona, a retired Army Ranger and an
employee of Blackwater Security, was one of the four American
~ contractors brutally killed in Fallujah, Iraq the day before.
The former military man had recently become an employee of
Blackwater, and was regarded as an “elite professional.” Whereas
|~ most other employees of the security contracting company had
| | beenrequiredtocompleteacarefuland tedious training, Batalona
hadbeen recognizedasalreadyhaving the skills needed to operate

» within the company successfully.

“Our tasks are dangerous,” reads a statement on Blackwater’s
website www.blackwaterusa.com. “And while we feel sadness for

.. our fallen colleagues, we also feel pride and satisfaction that we
are making a difference for the people of Iraq”

Batalonahad called his daughterjust weeksbefore theincident

_ to try to meet up with her in Charleston before he was deployed.

 Kristal was unable to make the trip.
“I'never thought that something would happen to him.” said
the junior Political Science major.

° WesleyBatalonahad survived numerous missions for 20 years
while serving in the 1st Battalion 75th Ranger Regiment of the
US Army based at Fort Benning. He retired in 1994 to Effingham

* County. The family has since moved back to Hawaii, but Kristal
chose to remain in Georgia to attend GSU.
The Army Rangers are often regarded as the best light infan-

« try in the world with their units highly trained and deployable
anywhere in the world with only 18 hours notice.

See Batalona, Page 5

Above: Kristal Batalona is pictured
with her father Wesley in Paaulio,
Hawaii.Batalona’sfather had stayed
on the island for several weeks be-
fore being deployed to Iraq by pri-
vate security contractor Blackwater.
Right: The 75th Ranger Regiment
outofFortBenning, Georgia.Wesley
Batalona is pictured just above the
man holding the flag. j

Photos are Special to the G-A

By Matthew Schofield
KRT Campus

American officials raised the stakes Monday in an already-tense Iraq
by announcing they will seek to arrest a Shiite cleric whose followers
were blamed for the deaths Sunday of at least nine coalition soldiers,
including eight Americans.

Sheik Muqtada al Sadr is wanted in connection with the murder
nearly a year ago of a rival tleric, The cleric was hacked to death dur-
ing a meeting of Shiite groups in Najaf one day after Baghdad fell to
American forces, U.S. officials said.

There was no word on how soon Sadr might be seized, and he
remained defiant in his headquarters at a mosque in Kufa, 90 miles
south of Baghdad.

Tensions remained high throughout the country, Gunfire could be
heard overnight in Sadr City; where hundreds of militants had massed
in the streets Monday afternoon, promising fresh attacks. U.S. tanks
were stationed outside every police station in the sprawling slum, home
to 2 million Shiites. ?

Thirty-five miles west, U.S. Marines cordoned off the restive city of
Fallujah in the Sunni Triangle, promising to find the perpetrators of an
ambushlastweek thatkilled four American civilian security guardswhose
bodies later were mutilated by an angry mob. Roads between Baghdad
and the Jordanian border, which run through Fallujah, were closed.

USS. officials insisted spiraling violence wasn't creating a crisis in
Irag.

“We are responsive to the level of violence,” said U.S. Army Brig.
Gen. Mark Kimmitt in Baghdad, the deputy chief of operations. Later
he added, “We are not in a crisis”

Meanwhile, witnesses to Sunday’s fighting in Sadr City described
a scene in which 118, soldiers stumbled into an ambush from which
there was no heoe of escape and Iraqi policemen surrendered their
offices without a fight.

The witnesses said three American Humvees were moving down a
narrow lane and were hemmed in by two- and three-story apartment
buildings in the tightly packed slum. As they slowed in the lane; the
street quickly filled with angry, armed militants, members of Mahdi’s
Army, who ire loyal to Sadr.

In the close space, the American soldiers found it difficult even to

See Fighting, Page 5

WAR IN IRAQ

o
oy

* By Philip Dine

KRT Campus

Vious |
-~ . The recent spread of violence in Iraq confronts
the United States with a situation that is both
dangerous and delicate — and one that military
strategists want to deal with quickly lest it spin

® out of control.
Asaresult, militarycommanders are considering
vhether to bring more American troops into the

U.S. considers sending more troops to Iraq

KRT Campus

Muktada Al-Sadr’s followers burn the American flag as they protest the closing of his newspaper,
Al-Hawza, in front of the Convention Center in Baghdad, Irag, on Wednesday, March 31.

“Given the events of this weekend and the ob-
sotential for more demonstrations or more
violence, we have asked the staff to at least take a
look and see what forces are available out there
in a quick response mode, in the event that they
should be needed,” the official said, according to
a transcript provided by the Pentagon. The official
spoke on condition of anonymity.
Whatisparticularlyworrisomeis that resistance

« country,asenior official with U.S.Central Command
fold reporters at the Pentagon Monday.

SeeIraq, Page 5
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» Phoenix man battles parking ticket
« University of Akron in Ohio hosts
| concrete canoe racing

- Pennsylvania man robs two banks
after finishing jail sentence

WAR ON TERROR
Official says bin Laden no longer in charge of al-Qaida

By James Gordon Meek
KRT Campus

Osama Bin Laden is sohounded by U.S. forces that he nolonger
controls al-Qaida, a top American counterterrorism official said

Thursday:

“The sense is no, he’s not (in charge) in the way that we think
of it,” said Ambassador Cofer Black, the State Department’s coun-

terterror coordinator.

Bin Laden — who the CIA believes is hiding in the mountain-
ous border between Pakistan and Afghanistan — is unable to meet
with his lieutenants to plot new attacks and relies instead on other
terror groups to strike, Black told the House International Rela-

tions Committee,

“This guy spends most of his time trying to figure out how
they’re going to,come for me and is this going to be the day?” said
Black, former chief of the CIAs counterterrorism center.

Black said al-Qaida remains a “potent force” that has been
put under “catastrophic stress” by the U.S. global war on terror,
forcing bin Laden’s henchmen to “evolve in ways not entirely by

its own choosing’

“They’re reaching out, trying to co-opt the missions of other
terrorist groups — particularly local ones and others - and try
and cement their determination ... to destroy the United States,”

hie told the hearing,

Black cited the attacks in Madrid last month as an example.
Spanishofficials believe the bombing of four commuter trains that
killed 191 people was carried out by a militant Moroccan Islamic
sroup called Salafia Jihadia, which also is believed to have bombed

a housing project in Casablanca earlier thisiyear.

Spanish authorities issued a warrant Thursday for a Tunisian,
ane Ben Abdelmajid Fakhet, 35, eyed as the mastermind of

Frame grab from the Osama bin Laden, center, video-
tapereleased bythe Departmentof Defense onThursday,

See Osama, Page5 December 13,2001.
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Police Beat News Briefs

04-02-2004

« A bicycle was taken from the
Brannen Hall bike rack.

« Several books were taken from
the College of Education Build-
ing.

04-03-2004

» Ebony Monique Robertson, 19,

" of Southern Courtyard, was
chargedwith driving with a sus-
pended license and improper
stopping on the roadway.

« A mirrorwas torn off a vehicle in
the Johnson Hall parking lot.

» A vehicle was scratched in the
Winburn Hall parking lot.

+ Three vehicles were scratched in
the Johnson Hall parking lot.

» Officers issued one traffic cita-

Campus Calen

April 7

Graduate Student Appreciation
Week continues
11:30 a.m.

Theseriesof eventsand programs
is sponsored by the Jack N. Averitt
College of Graduate Studies (COGS)
and the Graduate Student Organiza-
tion (GSO). Today’s event will be a
reception for International Graduate
Students. At the Administrative An-
nex Building.

tion and three traffic warnings,

assisted five motorists and re-

sponded to two fire alarms.
04-04-2004

« A case of disorderly conduct
was reported at the Henderson
Library.

» Two vehicles were scratched in
the Johnson Hall parking lot.

» Officers issued two traffic cita-
tions and one traffic warning,
investigated one traffic accident
and assisted two motorists.

04-05-2004

+ Myles Judson McNamara, 19,
of 10540 Shallowford Drive,
Roswell,Ga., was charged
with minor in possession/
consumption of alcohol and

April 8
Graduate Scholarship Day
4 p.m,

During this event graduate stu-
dents will give poster presentations
onresearch, internship experiences,
and creative scholarship. At the RAC
Auxiliary Gym.

April 9
Turkey Shoot
9a.m,
The ROTC Departmentwill hold

.

HEALTH |
SERVICES

Quality e Caring ¢ Convenient

www.gasou.edu/health

o

Select your
roommates and
TESErVE your room
online at
wwew. StateshoroPlace.com!

giving false information to an
officer.

« A cell phone charger was taken
from Johnson Hall.

« A vehicle was scratched in the
Johnson Hall parking lot.

» A vehicle had a window broken
and a door lock damaged in the
Russell Union parking lot.

« Officers issued eight trafficwarn-
ings, investigated one traffic ac-
cident,and assisted two motorists,
and one sick person.

a Turkey Shoot/Rappelling Day. This
event is for faculty and staff. Prizes
will be awarded. At the Rappelling
Tower.

COGS Appreciation Week Con-
tinues
1 p.m.

This week draws to a close with
an ice cream social with music from
GSU’sown jazz band, courtesy of the
Masters of Music Program. At the
Administrative Annex.

Phi Sigma Pi silent auction
7 p.m.

The Gamma Gamma chapter of
Phi Sigma Pi National Honor Fra-
ternity is sponsoring a silent auc-
tion and gala for Georgia Southern
facultyand staff members. Proceeds
from the event will benefit Teach for
America and Phi Sigma Pi. Tickets
are $10 and may be purchased by
sending an e-mail to Naja Saleem,
vice president of Phi Sigma Pi, at
naja_y_saleem@georgiasouth
ern.edu. Purchase tickets now as
space is limited. At the Williams
Center Dining Hall,

At State;_iboro Place Apartments you get the best of the best. You can easily balance a stressful
class schgdu!e with a fun social life. We offer hi-tech resources for your educational needs and
- tons of amenities for fitness and recreation.

F_rop.enies has your happiness in mind. Each apartment is spaciously designed to be your
& away from home. Every individually locked bedroom is wired for high speed Internet,
ephone — with additional luxuries such as built in desks, shelves and your very

own-bathroom}

Donvehi_ﬁhﬂfidi’:_'@ted near campus,
you can get 10 class in minutes.

Don't wait. At Statesboro Place

you can have it aljt

mswtesboro Place

Call: 912.681.2696

www.PlaceProperties.com
1699 Statesboro Place Circle - Statesboro, GA 30458
statesboro@placeproperties.com

Kennedy assails Bush
on domestic policies

Spec:'i' Photo
U.S. Senator Edward Kennedy.

WASHINGTON - After months
of attacking President Bush’s policy
on Iraq, Sen. Edward M. Kennedy
turned his focus to domestic issues,
saying the administration has misled
the public about the economy; health
care and education.

The senator said the government
hascutunemployment benefits, failed
to pay for education overhaul and is
spending $134 billion more than
expected on a Medicare plan.

Kennedy has been taking on Bush
as one of the most fervent support-
ers of John Kerry, the Massachusetts
senator whois the presumptive Demo-
cratic nominee for president.

The attack on the administration’s
domestic agenda comes after several
high-profile speeches in which Ken-
nedy called the war in Iraq a “fraud”

In the Brookings Speech, Ken-
nedy branded Iraq as “George Bush’s
Vietnam, but added that the military
campaign diverted attention from“the
administration’s deceptions here at
home?

The pattern of deception and the
administrationseffortsto dismissany
critics, hesaid, has polarized and para-
lyzed Congress and is undermining
the publics trust in government.

Bush still committed
to deadlinein Iraq

CHARLOTTE, N.C. - President
Bush said Monday he is committed

to the June30 deadlinefor transferring

R

e s e S

power in Irag and will not be deterred
byviolenceandanarmed Shiite revolt
against the US.-led occupation.

“The deadline remains firm;” Bush
told reporters.

Bushalso criticized aradical Shiite
cleric, Mugtada al-Sadr, whose sup-
porters rioted in Baghdad and four
other cities in fighting that killed at
least 52 Iraqis, eight U.S. troops and
a Salvadoran soldier.

“Thisis one person thatis deciding
that rather than allowing democracy
toflourish, he’s going to exercise force,”
Bush said, “We just can't let it stand”

An Iraqi judge has issued a mur-
der arrest for al-Sadr for the killing
of another Shiite leader, coalition
officials said

He said the United States would
notbedeterred from meeting the June
30 deadline for transferring authority
in Iraq.

“The intention is to make sure
the deadline remains the same,’
Bush said.

Georgia Chancellor
-candidate for job in
Tennessee

Special Photo

University System of GeorgiaChan-
cellor Thomas Meredith.

ATLANTA - Georgia Chancel-
lor Thomas Meredith is one of 46
candidates for a similar job with the
University of Tennessee system,

Meredith, who has overseen

S i

i T

Georgia’s 34-campus public univer-
sity system since January 2002, said

he was persuaded to pursue the posi-*. |

tion by a search firm hired to identify
candidates. :

The search committee will meet -
Monday in Nashville to pare the list
down to six to 10 candidates, who -
will be interviewed the fol]owing__ .
week, said search director Margar |
Perry. The committee hopes o maune
its selection on April 21. 4

Georgia University System Board
of Regents Chairman Joe Frank Harris
said he wasnotsurprised that Meredith
had been pursued for the job.

Harris said he wanted to retain
Meredith and hoped the board would
do “whatever is in our power to bé »;
able to keep him.” i

Meredithaccepted the Georgia job
in October 2001, after serving nearly 4 -
fouryears as chancellor of the Univer- _ -
sity of Alabama system. His annual _ -
compensation package is $480,450, J
plus the use of an automobile and a
$2 million five-bedroom mansion ifi =
Buckhead. [

Compensation for the Tennessee .
job would be similar. :

Corrections:

o In the article on the SGA
election results in Monday’s e
edition of The George-Anne,
two of the Senators’ names were
incorrectly spelled. The correct |,
spellings are Jon Sheppard and
Efua Mensah-Brown. .

« In Monday’s Police Beat,one
oftheincidentsstatedthatafight |
was reported at the TKE house;
the incident actually happened
at the Pi Kappa Phi House on
Olympic Blvd.
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Man robbed two banks

_ day after serving
- . prison sentence

+ TARENTUM - A man was
charged with robbing two banks
less than one day after getting out of
prison forabotched 2001 convenience
store robbery in which he held a can
of ravioli under his shirt to simulate
a gun, police said.

* Thomas Glenn Rokosky, 28,wasar-

. rested Tuesday morninga fewminutes
| after someone robbed the First Com-

mibnwealth Bank in Tarentum, about
20 miles northeast of Pittsburgh.
Police said an alarm system sent

/+ a glistress call directly to a dispatch
- centerandhelped themquicklylocate

Rokosky, of Tarentum,and his vehicle,
which matched witness descriptions.
Policesaidhealsohad anotedemand-
ing money from a teller.

Simple arithmetic led police to
charge Rokosky with another rob-
bery the day before.

When he was arrested, Rokosky
wis carrying nearly $4,300, police said.
The person who robbed the Tarentum
bank got away with $2,500.

+ Investigators then found out that
another First Commonwealth Bank
branch was robbed Monday after-
noon in Johnstown, not far from
the prison.

Rokosky told police about the
Johnstown robbery when they asked
aboutit,saying thathe paida cab driver
$100 to turn off his meter and drive
him to Tarentum,about 65 miles away.
Rokosky was supposed to meet with
his parole officer Monday but “blew
him off;” Tarentum police chief Bill
Vakulick said.

Rokosky was still in jail Wednes-
day.

2 Police say he hasa criminal record
datingto 1998, including fourrobber-
ies or attempts in the Tarentum area
that he pleaded guilty to in 2002.

In one attempt, Rokosky threat-
ened an unwitting clerk at a corner
store in Natrona with a ravioli can.
Rokosky ran away when the clerk
was too afraid to open a cash register
drawer.
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Idaho

Creative prom
fashions may result in
scholarship

HAGERMAN -Whenatthe prom,
it’s best to stick to your date.

No problem for Lynlea Jayo and
Josh Traughber, a high school couple
who used duct tape, thrift-store jack-
ets and bed sheets to make their own
formal wear for just $30.

Jayo and Traughber’s creativity
put them in the running for $2,500
scholarships. The Duck brand duct-
tape company-also gave $2,500 to the
school as part of a national contest.

“Its my last prom, and I wanted
to go with a bang.” Traughber said.
“I think we hit on something way
different”

Her dress was made from an old
bed sheet.Sheused threerolls of black
and red tape on the hourglass-shaped
gown with spaghetti straps.

“I thought about a lot of different
ideas, but it’s hard to imagine what a
duct tape dress will look like until you
make it;” Jayo said.

Because of an extra layer of duct
tape, Traughber’s jacket weighed 14
pounds. He also made duct-tape
slacks, a duct-tape T-shirt and a
black-and-white checkered tie using
six rolls of tape.

“It was a memory in the making,”
Jayo said.

o (alifornia

Blue hair causes
family to see red

AUBURN - It used to be that
schoolchildren mightgettheirmouths
washed out for using blue language.
These days at Pleasant Ridge Elemen-
tary School, they’re more likely to have
their hair washed out - for sporting a
blue mohawk.

Parents of a 6-year-old boy say
they plan to consult an attorney after

a school principal washed bright
blue dye out of their son’s punk-style
haircut. '

Levey Padocs Jr'’s father said he al-
lowed his son to get the distinctive do
more than a month ago for behaving
better in class.

But parents of theboy’skindergar-
ten classmates complained thehaircut
would spoil an upcoming class photo,
so Principal Derek Cooper said he
washed the boy’s hair in the nurse’s
office after getting permission from
the boy’s mother.

The boy’s father said neither he
nor the mother approved the wash-
ing. They plan to discuss the situation
with an attorney.

“Leave him alone. He’s not a prob-
lem child. He's not hurting anyone,”
Levey Padocs Sr. said. “He’s an indi-
vidual, and that’s how he’s expressing
his individuality”

o Arizona

Fight over parking
ticket rages on — for
12 years

PHOENIX - Haskell Wexlersrea-
son for living boils down to $31.

For 12 years, the 85-year-old wid-
owerhasbeenonacrusadetooverturn
a Phoenix parking ticket that he says
violated his constitutional rights.

For Wexler, the legal battle against
City Hallhas becomejustasimportant
as the ones he fought in the South Pa-
cific during World War II: an epic of
right vs. wrong, good vs. evil.

He says he willkeep onsuinguntil

he wins or dies.

In his latest suit, Wexler is asking
the U.S. District Court in Phoenix to
award him $250,000 for costs associ-
ated with fighting the 1992 ticket.

But Wexler's lawsuits have also
cost taxpayers uncounted thousands
of dollars to defend. Officials say they
have no way of knowing how much
time or how manyresources havebeen
spent on Wexler over the years. Every
time he bringsanother suitagainstthe
city, Assistant City Attorney Marvin

Questions? Contact us:

- GEICO.

Subsidiary of Berkshire Hathaway

Ranked 1% in Property & Casualty Insurance and 2™ overall in 2004 ameng all US
Companies in Fortune’s Most Admired Companies

Attention May 2004 Graduates
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Professional Development Program is for you! GEICO is one of
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v’ Advancement Opportunities

¥ Profit Sharing/Life, Health & Dental Insurance

Apply on-line at www.geico.com

E-mail

Phone

4295 Ocmulgee E Bivd
Macon GA 31295

Mgueen@geico.com
1-800-841-9160 x5549
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Sondag must filea response and fight
it in court.

Thefightbeganin December 1992,
whenWexlerstill workingasacement
contractor, washitwith three parking
tickets. A ticket was $6 early in 1992,
But that vear the city adopted a $16
fine that jumps to $31 if not paid on
time.

Wexdlerpaid the $93 for three tick-"

ets, but he hasn't let anyone forget it.
He first took his case to the Phoenix
Municipal Court'in 1994. He lost. He
lost four times in Maricopa County
Superior Court. Helostin U.S. District
Court. He took it to the 9th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals, which refused
to hear his case.

In the same time period, the park-
ing finesin Phoenixhave notchanged.
Still, Wexler makes it a point to visit
or call city officials on a daily basis to
lodge his complaints,

Sondag says the city has already
noved to dismiss Wexler’s newest
challenge. But even if a judge once
again rules in the city’s favor, he
doubts Wexler will let it go.

- On'this, Wexler agrees.

Ohio

University of Akron
hosts concrete canoe
‘race

PORTAGE LAKES - They came
from all over to race their concrete
canoes.

TheUniversityof Akron was host-
ing a regional student conference of
the American Society of Civil Engi-
neers, and the marquee event was the
concrete canoe race.

Student engineers from eight
schools in the United States and
Canada, as well as their supporters,
were out on Turkeyfoot Lake over
the weekend.

Thecontest gives studentsachance
to see engineering principles at work.
The concrete canoe illustrates the rule

YoU DON'T NEED A PHD
T0 UNDERSTAND

' can erode the retirement savings you're \_.\io_r'ki_ﬁg, ]

3

thateven extremely heayy objects float,
aslong as they displace morethantheir
weight in water.

Each university had mix design,
paddling, hull design and construc-
tion teams.

A team can'win the overall award
without doing well on the lake, but for
engineering students, the race brings
special bragging rights,

The stone boats looked like any
other canog, but ranged in weight
from 130 to morethan 200 pounds. A
typical fiberglass oraluminnm'model
weighs about a third of that,

The goal is to build a lighter,
faster canoe; said Akron freshman
Sarah Gentner, a member of the mix
design and testing team.

“Wetried 23 different mixes before
we settled on one;” she said.

The Akron students chose a
mixture of concrete, glass bubbles
and micro light; a type of volcanic
ash with the consistency of pawered
sugar. The fillerstake up spacewithout
adding much weight.

Most teams spent the summer
and. fall practicing on lakes near
their schools;

Rowers competed in slalom; dis-
tance and sprint races, fighting their
way through wind and currentstothe
farthest buoy placed 1,600 feet from
shore, Park rangers and scubadivers
watched from a motor boat

Teams in the female slalom com-
pleted the course in times ranging
from about six minutes to more than
16 minutes.

Callithome-field, orrather.home-
lakeadvantage. Akron Won ever yrace;
for the first time in 15 years.

o Michigan

Ling is long to tour
Detroit - area morgues

DETROIT — Fascinated by the
secrets revealed by forensic science
on shows like “CSI;” high school and
college students are touring Oakland
and Wayne county’s morguesinrecord
numbers.

And colleges in southeast Michi-
gan have seen a spike in enrollment
for studies in pathology and forensic
investigation.

Dailytoursat the Oakland County
morguein Pontiacarebookedthrough
August, At the Wayne County morgue
in'Detroit, the once-a-week tours are
filled through December:

Available for decades, the tours
were long the province of law-
enforcement instructors showing
trainees what happens to people who
have been shot, stabbed or otherwise
Killed, or parents trying to frighten
teenagers out of bad behavior.

Butthingshavechangedin the past
few years,and morgut administrators
are crediting popular crime dramas
that glamorize pathologists and fo-
rensic scientists.

“CSI; Crime Scene Investigation”
on GBS, is one of the highest-rated
television shows, with 12.8 million
viewers. And there areé more than a
dozen other popular programs that
focus on forensic science, '

Wayne and Oakland counties are
the only to have fully staffed medical
exaniner’s offices in Michigan. Other
counties use local hospitals. Doctors
perform about 1,000 autopsies a year
at the Oakland office and 4,000 at
Wayne County’s.

Themorguetoursarejustoneindi-
cator of the growing fascination with
the secrets contained in a cadaver.

Colleges nationwide report wait-
ing lists for forensic science courses.
This year, the number of medical stu-
dents at the University of Michigan
choosing pathology as a specialty has
more than doubled.

(GEORGE-ANNE
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News media can serve best
by returning to its roots

Thefollowingeditorial appeared in the Detroit Free Press on Wednesday,

March 24:

These days, it is more important than ever to be well informed. The
operative word there is “well.” Seeing to that is a primary responsibility
of journalism. A new study raises questions about whether the profes-
sion is up to the job. It had better be.

“Trust in journalism has been declining for a generation,” said Tom
Rosenstiel, director of a study released last week on “The State of the

American News Media”

The research project found that news organizations are investing
more these days in technology for the rapid distribution of news while
cutting back on raw newsgathering, That can mean relying more on
secondhand sources, parroting government officials, and skimming
the surface of stories that could use in-depth reporting. The report
said this has occurred among traditional news outlets — newspapers,
radio and television - as they lose audience to ethnic, alternative and
online media. Cost-cutting and quick-hit newsgathering are no way

to regain public confidence.

“Some people worry the role of the journalist as gatekeeper over
what is fact and what is falsehood has become irrelevant,” Rosenstiel
said. “We find the need for journalists to help folks sort things out is

greater than ever”

The study comes amid a series of high-profile scandals involving
made-up stories that have eroded media credibility. President Bush
seems proud to say that he doesn’t read newspapers, and has held less
than a dozen news conferences in nearly four years in office. Clearly,
he does not see the media as the eyes and ears of the public, to whom

he is accountable.

American journalism could use a renewed commitment to its roots.
The Founding Fathers considered the work of journalists so impor-
tant to the evolution of democracy they protected it in the very First
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. Those early patriots could not
have envisioned the news media as they exist today. All the Founding
Fathers knew was what journalists were supposed to do.

And that has not changed one bit. Nor should it.

LNE

LETTER AND SUBMISSION POLICY

The George-Anne welcomes letters to the editor, story submissions and guest columns
from people both inside and outside the GSU community. All copy submitted should be
typed, preferably via email in Microsoft Word format to gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu.
All submissions must be signed and include a mailing address and phone number for ver-
ification. The editors reserve the right to reject any submission. There is no word limit on
submissions. A writer may request to remain anonymous. However, it will be the editor's de- -
cision whether or not to print the name. Submissions are run on a space-available basis.
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College: Not just a matter of degrees

By Dan Thies
KRT Campus

My brother-in-law holds a position as a software engineer that
typically requires a master’s degree. My 28-year-old sister owns and
operates an immensely popular beauty salon, while her husband runs
his own equally successful building company. My mother, in between
raising 13 children, somehow managed to hold various customer-
service and retail-management positions, which gave her numerous
highly marketable skills. g

What do all of these people have in common? None went to col-
lege.

Nevertheless, the older I get, the more my family and peers encour-
age me to pursue some form of post-secondary education. I live in a
world that constantly admonishes me that earning a college degree is
tantamount to success.

NowthatI'm in mymid-20s, the yearsthathave passed sincefinishing -
high school have taught me many things. Among these lessons is that
for some, a college degree may not be as valuable as it seems.

There are those who will suggest that I consider where I might be,
had I only taken that seemingly natural next step after graduation.

And as numerous studies find that the lifetime earnings of college
graduates average between $800,000 and $1 million more than non-
grads, the suggestion that Twould be better off with four years of college
under my belt seems undeniable.

These days, however, doubts about the ability of college graduates
to attain that extra million dollars are beginning to emerge.

Economists have recently noted increased anxiety among educated .

workers,asjob growth is slow and the once-plentiful high-paying posi-
tions promised to them are beginning to disappear.

One senior economist with the Economic Policy Institute reports
that the number of college graduates unemployed foratleast sixmonths
has quadrupled in the last three years.

Much of this is due to increased overseas job outsourcing practices
by American companies.About 3.3 million white-collar jobs, including
those in customer service, information technologyand accounting, will
be lost to overseas outsourcing by 2015, according to a March 7 New
York Times article quoting The Forrester Research consulting firm.

Through 2012, only three of the 10 fastest-growing occupations in
this country will be those that require some form of higher education,
while therest of thesewill bein less-sophisticated, relativelylow-paying
fields, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

As someone who relies on a relatively modest retail position to pay
the bills, I see firsthand what this looks like. While a college degree is
supposed to be the key to earning bigger bucks, I look around and see
that more than half my co-workers are, in fact, college graduates.

Witnessing so many of those close to me achieve success without

A little give, a little take could end music-piracy tift

the aid of a college degree, while watching a number of my college-
educated peers cling to the bottom rung of the corporate ladder, has «
made me really question a degree’s value.

Therealityof ever-increasing tuition,with the ever-declining promise
of a tangible return, is quite discouraging. v

I'm not suggesting that a college education is a waste of time and
money: Of course for many;
a degree will be an invalu-
able asset, putting them on
the fast track to fulfilling

I'm not suggesting thata °
college education is a waste

careers. 23 .
And by itself, the deci- of time and money. of .
siontoforgo collegewillnot course for many, a degree
F e iy 4 will be an invaluable asset,
etter off. ! i
The true value of a col- Plll'llng them on the fast

lege degree, however, lies  track to fulfilling careers.
in the committed effort it - -
represents. The talent, mo- '

tivation and time devoted to this achievement deserve recognition.

But the skills and intellect so valued in college graduates also existin
many individualswho have opted outof the higher-education route. This
crowd consists of countless equally intelligent and motivated people.

Many have flourished in our society, despite their lack of a college _
degree, including such prominent examples as billionaires Bill Gates,
Paul Allen and Steve Jobs. At least one in six of Forbes 400 wealthiest
Americans never earned a college degree, -

A moredown-to-earth figure shows that one-quarter of individuals
earning at least $100,000 annually do not have a degree, according to
the Consumer Information Center.

I believe that I, too, can be successful, with or without a degree.
Though many would consider my current occupation one of those
meager “Joe jobs,” my employer offers motivated workers ample room
for advancement. If T choose to, I could probably work hard enough to
move far up in the company without ever going to college.

For my part, though, I do intend to pursue a college education. I
look forward to college, not as a promise for a competitive edge in
the workforce, but as a place for me to pursue my interests and hone
my intellect.

It’s this aspect of college that makes the increasing price and de-
creasing value of a degree seem worthwhile. %

And when theyhand me my degree, I'll be more than proud to have
earned it - even if it does turn out to be just a six-figure receipt.

1

[t

Daniel Thies is a writer for NEXT, a Sunday opinion page in The
Seattle Times, and a Starbucks barista who lives in Seattle. E-mail:
NEXT@seattletimes.com
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By Romina Garber
KRT Campus

Every time I hear a song I like, I make a
mental note to download it. Even when I'm
chattingonlinewith a friend, he will sometimes
send measonghejustdownloaded. And every
now and then my sister buys a CD and burns
me a copy.

Is this illegal behavior or just our way of
making a statement? The creators of the music
weTe exchanging say there’s something wrong
with this free trade of music. But everybody’s
doing it. At least, that's the way our generation
has been operating since Napster came out.
None of us would have thought we were do-
ing something wrong until Metallica accused
us of stealing.

True, the artists do not benefit when we
download a song for free. In fact, it makes it
more difficult for them to continue creating
music because the more music is “pirated,” as
such file-sharingis called,the more their profits
dwindle. But this doesn' affect just the artists
— there are also background people who work
onaset. Forinstance, the technicians who help
produce the music. It’s like that commercial
shown in movie theaters during previews: A
stuntman, who has worked in many movies
and has a relatively small salary (compared to

the actors, director, producer, etc.), says it’s his

_paycheck that suffers when we copy movies.

Still, our generation sees things differently.
We don't see the art of entertainment as a pri-
vate possession but as a public one. The art
belongs just as much to the creator as it does
to the person who appreciates it. We all take
something from every movie we watch and
every song we hear, and there is no way for
anyone to charge us for that. This is the most
significant contribution of art - the ability to
createin usthedriveto dreamandtolivebetter.
So,inasense,being on the receiving side of the
production of movies and music can be justas
importantasbeingon the creative sidebecause
we endow the art with an emotional impact.
Truth is, the exchange between audience and
art is worth more than just money. For most
of us, the ability to escape reality cannot be
quantified into a monetary sum.

Sothenthequestion becomes: Has technol-
ogy changed our concept of private property?
The fact that a typically moral person who
would never dare steal from a store has no
qualms in listening to songs online or on a
burned CD that she got for free pointsto a dis-
crepancybetweenwhat webelievewearedoing
and what others perceive we are doing,

{ T agree that artists are entitled to the mon-

etary profits from their creations, butif sharing
their art with the world isas important as they
claim it is, then it should be more accessible
to young people who are living off weekly al-
lowances or measly part-time jobs. Perhaps _
both groups should compromise: we would
concede to listen to shared music by paying
an annual fee to join special Web sites and, in
turn, musicianswould agree to have theirmusic ”
displayed there and accept a lesser profit.

Truth is, our generation has had to make
ethical judgments on many issues because of *
new technology. Our parents never had the
option to partake in this level of piracy so it
was never their battle. As technological prog--»
ress continues, more of these issues will arise
and our actions will signal our response. So
when we accept burned copies of CDs or surf
the Net for the latest pop hits, we are voicing
our opinion. It is up to us to step back to the
halfway mark that we passed so long ago and
to make a fair compromise between “piracy” "
and taking what is rightfully ours.

Romina Garber is a sophomore at Harvard *
University and writes amonthly column for The
Miami Herald about issues in her generation
and how youth deal with those issues. E-niail®
her at rgarber@herald.com.
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Perdue eyeing special session if budget talks fail

By Dick Pettys
Associated Press -

ATLANTA - Goyv. Sonny Perdue
warned Monday he will call a special
session of the Legislature “sooner
rather than later” to write the state
budget for next year if lawmakers
adjourn Wednesday without passing
a budget or without passing a budget
he considers sound.

In a news conference designed to
ratchetip pressure on House and Sen-
ate budget negotiators whose efforts

* so far have stalled, the Republican

chief executive laid the blame on
opposition Democrats who control
the House.

Partisan games may also be afoot,
Perdue said, suggesting Democrats
may be trying to maneuyer him into
proposing a tax increase next year
or the year after, when he must seek
re-election. “Thatis not going to hap-
pen.” he declared.

House Speaker Terry Coleman,
D-Eastman, said Democrats are as

opposed as Perdue to any tax increase
but want the spending plan for next
year to be kinder to education than
Perdue proposed.

The governor’s budget cuts state
grants to local school systems by
$380 million. The House budget cut
just $102 million. The Senate version
cut $224 million. -

However, Perdue and Senate bud-
getwriters contend the House softened
the educational cuts by short funding
the state’s Medicaid program, which
almost ran out of money last week
until lawmakers bailed it out with a
midyear appropriations bill.

With the help of fellow Republi-
cans who control the Senate, Perdue
isinsisting the Legislature provide all
the money necessary for Medicaid in
next year’s budget so the same short-
age doesn’t occur then.

The issue isn’t programs, he told
reporters, but “whether we have an
honest, balanced, annual budget.”

If lawmakers don’t give him that,
or if they fail to write a budget by

' IRAQ, FROM PAGE 1

to the American occupation is now
coming fromnotjustfrom elements
within the Sunni triangle,including
Fallujah, but also from followers
in southern Iraq of radical Shiite
cleric Mugtada al-Sadr - raising

. prospects of broader civil strife.

“It’s extremely serious. It's not
one situation but several situations
going on at the same time,” said
Rep. Ike Skelton, D-Mo., ranking
member of the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee.

Failure to stem the violence
could also jeopardize U.S. plans
to hand over sovereignty to the
Iraqis by June 30, a commitment
reiterated Monday by President
George W. Bush.

“This is all a prelude to the
lead-up to the 30th of June,” said
retired Air Force Lt. Gen, Tom
McInerney. “If we don't break the
back right now of both insurrec-
tions, we are not going to be able
to turn over sovereignty on June
30.1f we don’t handle each of them
right, we are going to have a very
big problem””

Bush said the United States is
being “tested” in Iraq by forces
that want U.S. policy - and Iraqi
democracy - to fail. But “thugs and
terrorists”will not deter the admin-
istration from the goal of a free and

~ democratic Iraq, Bush said.

Still, continued violence could

_ complicate the handover, said
. Batsheba Crocker, a former State

Department attorney and National
Security Council official, who di-
rects the post- conflict reconstruc-
tion project at the Center for Stra-
tegic and International Studies.

“The security situation appears
to bespiraling,if not out of control,
at least in a very dangerous direc-
tion,” she said.

How U.S. forces react is criti-
cal, say military experts, because
anoverlyaggressive response could
play into the hands of insurgents.
The dilemma is that the very ac-
tions most likely to be effective
in showing insurgents who's in
charge - such as a no-nonsense
military crackdown on Fallujah

° - might alienate large segments
of the population.

“Thisis difficult. You've gottobe

- very tough and hard. On the other

hand, you've got to be compassion-

: ate, show you understand the cul-
- ture,” said David Grange, a retired

brigadier general who commanded
the 1st Infantry Division in Bosnia,
Kosovo and Macedonia.

The best way to succeed in this

~ difficult balance is to act in a crisp
.I manner by isolating Fallujah and

other trouble spots while enlisting
the support of Shiite clerics in the
south, Grange said. “How do you
do thatwithoutstarting a civil war?
It’s going to take a partnership, and
that’s the tough part of the mission,”
he said.

U.S. forces have to display
“overwhelming firepower” but use
it in “laser-like” fashion, McIner-
ney said.

Aside from a possible link-
ing up of the Sunni and Shiite
insurgents, which many analysts
doubt will happen, the more likely
prospect is that success by either
group in striking coalition targets
or cooperating Iraqis could serve
to embolden the other.

U.S. officials had basically writ-
ten off al-Sadr as a major force,
believing he has little support
even among Shiites. But his 3,000~
member militia and the appeal of
his hard-line stance against the oc-
cupation are sparking concerns.

“The mostsurprising or disturb-
ing thing to me in Iraq is the pos-
sibility thatSadr mightbe a stronger
actor than we had heretofore recog-
nized,” said Tom Donnelly, military
expert at the American Enterprise
Institute and former policy direc-
tor for the House Armed Services
Committee.

“By closing his newspaper, we
kicked sand in his face. So in some
ways, it's not surprising that there'd
be some reaction. But there’s just a
lot of deals being cut among indi-
vidual resistance figure in Iraq, a
lot of stuff we don’t know. Taking
Sadr as an example, he may have
more strength than we originally
accounted for,” Donnelly said.

If violence grows and a civil war
breaksout, that would be “the worst
conceivable outcome in Iraq,” said
Daniel Benjamin, Middle East and
terrorism expert at the Center for
Strategic and International Stud-
ies,and a former National Security
Council official.

“It could lead to Iraq being the
kind of place in which terrorists
could operate with impunity, thus
making up for the loss of Afghani-
stan.”

But Jack Spencer, military expert
at the Heritage Foundation, said
that while things look difficult
now on the ground, his biggest
fear is that the American public
will lose its appetite for sticking
with the U.S. commitment.

“Even with the problems that
are occurring, this is all part of
the evolution of democracy in
Irag,” he said. “We're seeing his-
tory being written.”

OsAMA, FROM PAGE 1

the March 11 train bombings.

Black said there are “scores” of such groups, and al-Qaida’s reliance on
less-disciplined groups not under its control could blow up on the radical

movement.

Asan example, he cited the bombing of a housing complexin Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, in November that killed mostly Muslims.
That attack caused an angry backlash among Muslims and prompted a

determined sweep by Saudi authorities.

“They have made fundamental operational mistakes;” Black said. “They’re

likely to continue to do that”

Wednesday’s midnight adjourn-
ment, the Legislature will be called
back to try again. An aide said the
session could begin as early as next
Monday.

When special sessions are called,
the governor sets the agenda. Perdue
refused to say if he might add topics
other than the budget to the agenda,
saying he wanted to see what issues
are left hanging.

An afternoon bargaining session
brought an-offer from the House to
give Perdue nearly all of the $376
million additional Medicaid money
herequested. but with a provision that
would reduce the amount if necessary
to balance the budget after other dis-
putes had been resolved.

The Senate countered in the
evening with an offer to fully fund
Medicaid and to fund education to a
level House leaders had offered as a
compromise. But some $800 million
in construction projects for schools,
colleges and the ports would be de-
ferred to next year.

BATALONA,FROM

PAGE 1

Wesley Batalona had been
recognized for his work during
“Operation Just Cause,” the 1989-
1990 invasion of Panama intended
to capture Manuel Noriega. He also
participated in Desert Storm in the
following year.

Kristal Batalona recalls seeing
very little of her father when she
was younger. 7
~ “The military lifestyle is a hard
lifestyle;” she said.

After she was born in Savannah,
Kristal says her family has moved
fivetimes, living on military basesin
Columbus, Georgia; Dugway, Utah;
and White Sands, New Mexico. She
neverheard muchaboutwhatexactly
her father was doing, but Batalona
sees it as a father simply trying to
protect his daughter.

“T think he tried to shield me -

from it,” she said.

Though she knew her dad was
working in the Middle East, Batalona
did not know until she got the news
of his death whereand for whom her
father had been working.

Wesley Batalona had just re-
turned home to Paaulio, Hawaii in
March from working with another
company in Iraq to sort out the
details of his employment with
Blackwater.

According to Kristal, her father
wanted to helpin the reconstruction
of Iraq - especially in assisting the
people of the country.

“He just wanted to help every-
body;” she said.

Batalona also spoke about her
aunt, Darla Baquiring, who had
talked with her father before he
returned to Iraq in March. He told
Baquiring not to believe everything
the media was saying about the Iraqi
people, commenting on their hard-
working lifestyle.

Kristal will return home to Paau-
liotodaytojoin her familyand attend
services for her father.

“I know he wanted to make his
mark,” said Batalona, “And [ believe
he did”

Shebelieves her father puthislife
on the line not only for her, but for
his country as well.

“He wouldn’t have been over
there if he didn’t love America;’
she said.
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swing their weapons around and were overwhelmed.
Two of the vehicles were set on fire. Soldiers were
ripped from the third.

“The attackers took the third one for a drive,
one witness said. “When they stopped, people tore
everything of value from it

Coalition officials said they had no information
on how the eight soldiers were killed Sunday.

Witnesses said they had seen at least two bodies of
Americans after the Humvees were attacked.

When militia members came to seize one police
station, another witness said, police offered no re-
sistance.

“You may have it, but you must promise to look
after the jail as well” the witness quoted an officer
as saying,

Soon after that, U.S. reinforcements moved in,
streaming through every major entrance into the
neighborhood. According to hospital reports, 30
Iraqis were killed and 60 were wounded during the
fighting.

Military officials confirmed Monday that they
skirmished three times with militia members on
Sunday, but Kimmitt said all police stations were
under coalition control by Monday morning,

Each station had three American tanks parked in

front by afternoon, and as night neared, a column
of 10 more tanks gathered near the main entrance
to the suburb.

An Iraqijournalistin Sadr City Monday night said

renewed fighting was fierce.“You cannot imagine the
force of the attack tonight,” Ahmed Mukhtar said.
“The fighting is coming from everywhere.”

A senior coalition official in Tampa, Fla., the head-

quarters for the U.S. Central Command, said four
police stations had been seized by Sadr supporters
Sunday, but that all had been retaken.

The official described the Shiite uprising as more

troublesome than the violénce last week in Fallujah,a
Sunni-dominated city long sympathetic to supporters
of Saddam Hussein. “Fallujah has been like that,” he
said, briefing reporters under the condition that he
not be identified.

Shiites, in contrast, have been relatively sup-

portive of the U.S. toppling of Saddam, who had
repressed them and killed their leaders, including
Sadr’s father.

Tensions throughoutIraq have been high for more

than a week. On Sunday and Monday, 10 Americans
and a Salvadoran soldier were killed.

Coalition forces also came under fire in Mosul,

Kirkuk, Najaf and Basra.

SPEAK UP AGAINST ABUSE.-

FAMILY VIOLENCE
PREVENTION FUND

VOLUNTEER SERVICES |
STUDENT AWARD RECOGNITION CEREMONY

Monday, April 19 « 5pm

Russell Union Room 2084

AWARDS

« Creating New Service Opportunities

» Organizational Excellence

and community agencies that v —— s

work together in Statesboro to

make the community a better

place to live and learn.

Nomination forms may be
picked up in the
Outreach Programs Office,

Room 2022 in the Russell Union or

on the web at:

hitp:/{students.georgiasouthern.edu/volanteer/nomination _form.htm

« Quiet Heroes

« Leaders by Example

For more information, please contact us at 871-1435 or email us at vfutch@georgiasouthern.edu

. APPLICATION DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14 « 5:00PM




6

GEORGE-ANNE

Wednesday, April 7, 2004

Al

= ¥
PR
b =
%%\ 1
s el
e
o~
7

Before the season started, it’s a safe
tthatnotmanyexpectedthe Georgia
ch men’s basketball team to make it
ry far this year,
In the preseason predictions, the
llow Jackets were chosen by the
pdia to finish seventh in the Atlantic
hast Conference.
Those lowered expectations did
t stop head coach Paul Hewitt and
5 players, as the Jackets started the
hson on-a 12-0 clip and a Preseason
T title. In that time, they claimed
arvictories over twoeventual NCAA
urnament teamsin Connecticutand
xas Tech.
The Jackets'momentumkepton go-
p entering the NCAA Tournament,
rving throught the first three rounds
d then topping tourney stalwarts
nsas to make the Final Four. Their
wn-to-the-wire win over Oklahoma
hte propelled Tech into Monday'stitle
me rematch with Connecticut.

Though the Yellow Jackets were
aten rather soundly by the Huskies,
e Tech community has a lot to be
bud of, as their team became the
derdog darlings of the NCAA
urnament.

Beit Georgia "ech, Georgia South-

or, yes, even Georgia, everybody
es an underdog. Coming out of
whereto shock your team’s cynics is
at the sporting world is based on.

In recent years, our Eagles have

wn us just that, as some of our

ms have comefromoutside of many
looker’s thoughts to work their ways

Il past expectations.

In my four years as a sports writer
d editor for The George-Anne, 1

e seen a group of teams here at
orgia Southern that could fit the
derdog role.

While they may have started their
hrs with lowered expectations, each
these teams would eventually prove
it how wrong their critics were in
dermining their potential.

2001 Volleyball: New head coach
rry Messersmith had inherited
program with just three winning
sons in its 16-year existence.

Understandably,expectations were
rlylow for the LadyEagles. However,
the season progressed, thoselowered
pectations were shot out the door in
eartbeat.

As a batch of a newcomers seam-
bsly mixed in with the returning
terans, the team used a run where
ey won 13 of 15 matches to propel
em into the Southern Conference
purnament.

The hits continued in postseason

ay, as the Lady Eagles swept Chat-
100gatowinthe SoCon Tournament,
st ayear after not even qualifying for
stseason play,

Entering the NCAA Tournament
r the first time in the program’s
istence, Georgia Southern faced off
ith a wgst-coast force in Pepperdine.
stead of being intimidated by their
bponents, the Lady Eagles fought the
aves more than admirably.

The comeback year set off a run of

minance thatthevolleyball team has
bld within the SoCon the past three
asons, winning theleague title twice,
d by two-time SoCon Player of the
ar Martina Veiglova. In that three-
ar span since Messersmith’s hiring,
e team has won 75 matches, more
han the program had won in the seven
asons prior to her arrival.

2002 Foothall: Sure, it seemsthatthe
rm underdog doesn’t seem to fit the
oried Eagle football program.

However,the 2002 season served as
new era for the team. Head coach Paul
hnson left forthe Naval Academy,all-

nference quarterback].R.Reverehad
aduated and all-everything fullback
drian Peterson was off in the NEL.

After going through such drastic
hanges, there were a few doubters out
\ere questioning the Eagles” chances

nong the I-AA elite.

But then came three new names

SPORTS EDITORIAL

Giving Respect to the Underdogs

George-Anne

Eli Boorstein
SPORTS EDITOR

into the books of Eagle football lore:
Williams, Austin and Sewak.

Chaz Williams was Reveres pri-
mary backup the year before. Jermaine
Austin was in his first active year at the
fullback spot after his redshirt season.
Mike Sewak had been Johnson’s offen-
sive coordinator for five years before
taking over the reins as head coach.

There was a lot left to wonder on
whether the three would fulfill the
potential set by their precarsors.

Afteral-2start,the Eaglessankany
doubts by winning 10 in a row before
a heartbreaking loss to Western Ken-
tucky in the I-AA semifinals.

Williams quickly established him-
self at the quarterback position, as his
totals of 27 rushing touchdowns and
10 straight 100-ya:d games set a new
NCAA record for quarterbacks. Forhis
accomplishments, Williams was named
anAll-American,a vellasthe SoCon’s
top offensive player.

Austin, named Freshman of the
Year in the SoCon, joired the long
line of fullbacks at Georgia Southern,
putting togethernine touchdownsand
over 1,500 yards of total offense.

Sewalk was able to join the elite of
the college coaching fraternity after
spending time as an assistant under
past Eagle head coaches such as Iohn
son and Erk Russell.

2002-03 Women’s Basketball: Re-
bounding from theloss of four of your
top five scorers to graduationhas never
been much of an enviable task.

However, that task was welcomed
with open arms by Lady Eagle head
coach Rusty Cram going into the 2002-
03 basketball season after the losses of
Sarah Davis, Sarah McCary; Alie Rous-
seau and Danna Simpson.

Despite the loss of such a large
chunk of offense, Cram was able to
count on the prowess of a crew of
returning talents.

On the offensive end, Jessica Ever-
ett and Shawnica Hill were the go-to
gals, each averaging over 12 points a
contest.

Onthedefensiveend, TiffanyLanier
and Mimi Lindsey proved their worth.
Lanier shone with her pass-stealing
ability, including a 10-steal game at
South Carolina, while Lindsey’s con-
tributions came on the boards, as she
led the league in rebounds.

With those four leading the way,
the Lady Eagles cruised to a 20-10
finish and the Southern Conference
title game, though a superior Chat-
tanooga dashed any hopes for an
NCAA berth.

2003-04 Men's Basketball: Still a fresh
memory on many of our minds, there
were alot of people out there - myself
included - that did not expect the suc-
cess the Georgia Southern menhad this
past year.

Julius Jenkins, the team’s main scor-
ing threat for the past four years, was
gone, playing professionally in Europe.
With the loss of the program’s all-time
leadingscorer, coupled with the Eagles’
pastinconsistencies,itseemed likealot
to overcome.

However, in what has happened
many times before, the veterans and
newcomers clicked and found what it
took to go far. Eagle vets Frank Ben-
nettand Terry Williams complimented
perfectly with transfers Chad Fleming
and Elton Nesbitt, as Georgia South-
ern excelled throughout much of the
season, including a rare season sweep
of the College of Charleston.

Eli Baorstein is sports editor of The
George-Anne. He may be contacted at
Nietsroobl7@hotmail.com.

UPCOMING EAGLE SPORTING EVENTS

ednesday o
Softball at Mercega p m,
riday
Golf at The Inmcoliegiaue in

Raleigh, N.C. {through Saﬁﬂ'day)
Baseball at Elop, 3 p.
‘qftball vs. Elon. {@)

WhS:

Griffin named top softhall
player of the week in SoCon

Spedial to the G-A

SPARTANBURG, S.C. - Georgia
Southern’s Kim Griffin and Chatta-

nooga's Bryn Favor havebeenselected"

asthe Southern Conference’s softball
Co-Players of the Week, while Fur-
man’sRachel Henleyhasbeen tabbed
as the Pitcher of the Week.

Griffin, a senior from Tifton, Ga.
(Tift County HS), batted .467 last
week with two home runs and five
RBI. Griffin, the Lady Eagles’ short-
stop, became the program’s all-time
home run leader last weekend by
notching 14 career round-trippers.
Griffin currently ranks in the SoCon
top 10 this season with a .348 batting
average, 39 hits, and a .518 slugging
percentage.

Favor, a senior shortstop from
Atlanta, Ga. (Shiloh HS), scorched
opponents with five hits and eight
RBI on the week. Against UNC
Greensboro on Saturday, Favor tal-
lied three RBI and a triple in leading
theLadyMocs'toa three-game sweep
of the Spartans and a 5-0 record for
the week.

Griffin .

TheLadyPaladins’Henley,ajunior
from Kingston, Tenn. (Roane County
HS),continued her dominanceinthe
circle as she tossed two complete
games against Georgia Southern,
including a 10-inning performance
where she allowed no earned runs.
Henley is currently riding a streak
of 32.1 innings without giving up an
earned run. In four conference starts,
she is 3-1 with a 0.20 ERA in 35.2
innings pitched.

Patry honored as league’s
top men’s tennis player

Special to the G-A

SPARTANBURG, S.C. - The
Southern Conference announced
today that Georgia Southerns Vin-
cent Patry and Davidson’s Meghan
Fillnow were selected as the Men’s
and Women's Tennis Players of the
Week for April 6.

Patry, a sophomore from Paris,
France, notched three singles victo-
ries last week to help the Eagles win
three Southern Conference matches.
On Friday, he edged Bryan Stones-
treet, Davidson's number two singles
player, 7-6, 6-4. Patry’s win propelled
the Eagles past the Wildcats, 4-3, The
sophomore next defeated Elon’s Eric
Haase 6-1, 6-1 in Saturday’s compe-
tition. Patry downed UNCG’s Marc
Ladouceur 6-4, 6-2 on the Spartans’
home court on Sunday, Patry’s play
helped Georgia Southern to close out
its regular season with three wins on
the road.

A native of Iacksonvﬂle, Fla., Fill-
now recorded a 3-0 record in singles
play last week. The junior began the

Patry

week on Tuesday by downing Elon’s
Elizabeth Kernodle, 6-2, 6-1. On
Wednesday, Fillnow won both her
singles and doubles matches to help
the Wildcats to a decisive 7-0 victory
over Western Carolina. She finished
out the week on Saturday by defeat-
ing Charlotte’s Ashleigh Murray, 7-5,
6-1. Meghan and her twin sister Kelly
Fillnow are now 7-0 in the SoCon as
a doubles tandem.

Pn'ce_ finishes three-over as
Eagles’top individual
GSU Athletic Media Relations

AUGUSTA - The Georgia
Southern men’s golf team recorded
a 14th-place finish at the 27th An-
nual Cleveland Golf/Augusta State
Invitational played at the par-72,
7,231-yard Forest Hills Golf Club.

The Eagles completed tourney
play Sunday with a 28-over-par 892
1 team total, firing rounds of 295-295-
302 to finish 31 strokes behind cham-
pion Minnesota (861) and 26 shots
behind runner-up UCLA (866).

Junior Aron Price posted a team
tournament low three-over par 219
(72-71-76) and finished 22nd among
all individuals. Junior Kurt Watkins
also stood in the top 25 (25th) after
postinga220(71-75-74).Sophomore
ToshiHirata finished witha 224 (77-
72-75/44th) and was followed by
junior Chase Jones and sophomore
Jon David Kennedy,whoboth earned
78th-place standings with scores of
77-78-77=232 and 75-77-80=232,
respectively.

GSU will now prepare for play
in The Intercollegiate, scheduled
for Friday and Saturday in Raleigh,
N.C.

Golf slumps to 14th-place tie
at Augusta State Invitational

Hiflary Jones/STAFF

Kurt Watkins was the Eagles’ sec-
ond-best individual finisher with a
four-over par total score of 220.

TOP TEAM FINISHES
1. Minnesota (861, -3)
T-2. Duke (866, +3)
T-2. UCLA (866, +3)
4, Augusta State (871, +8)
5.Georgia (874, +10)
T-14. Georgid Southern (892, +28)

TOP INDIVIDUAL FINISHES
T-1. Matt Hendrix, Clemson (207, -9)
T-1. Nathan Smith, Duke (207,-9) :
3. Bill Haas, Wake Forest (208, -8)
4. Steve Conway, UCLA (209, -7)
5. Brandon LaCassie, Minnesota (211, -5)
T-22. Aron Price, Ga. Southern (219, +3)

and all- gzrl sqaads
- App '

: Ieadmg coach Barry Mm!lcasy-
:a:t ucheer@georgiasouthern.edu
or go online to athletics.gasou.edu/
ﬁlﬁfééﬂead‘e:s.

Cbeer[eadmg tryouts GPP’ o """9

Ienc saasonmﬁ begm at 6 pm.on
April 16 inside the main arena of
Hanner and are open for the co-ed

The alt-girl cheerleading squad

~ completes a routine at the South-

‘ern Conference Basketball.Cham-
-pionships last month.
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Okafor leads Huskies over Jackets for NCAA title

By Marlen Garcia
KRT Campus

SAN ANTONIO - Rashad An-
derson sank the 19-foot jump shot

with jarring precision. He beat the

buzzer to conclude the first half and
ran to Connecticut teammate Emeka
Okafor, who slapped Anderson’s hand
amid thunderous applause.

There were still 20 minutes of
basketball remaining, but the scene
summed up the first half - and the
restof the game - Monday nightin the
NCAA championship game between
Connecticut and Georgia Tech at the
Alamodome.

Anderson’s basket gave Connecti-
cuta 15-pointlead atintermissionand
the Huskies were well on their way to
theirsecond NCA A title in six seasons.
They humbled Georgia Tech with an
82-73 victory before 44,468 fans.

If Connecticut’s women’s team
beats Tennessee in their NCAA final
Tuesday night in New Orleans, the
university will have the first sweep of
the championships.

A day earlier, Okafor had talked
about his hopes of cutting down the
nets after the final.

“Most coaches would shudder,”
Connecticut coach Jim Calhoun said
of Okafor’s comment. “Why? Why
would you shudder when he dreams
the greatest dream?”

Okafor was, after all, the integral
elementto his team’s success,ananchor
physicallyand emotionallywhomissed
only three games despite a stress frac-
ture that caused back spasms.

He had 10 points and seven re-
bounds by halftime and finished with
24 points and 15 rebounds and was
named the Final Four's most outstand-
ing player.

“We wanted it all, and we took it,’

Okafor said,

Teammate Ben Gordon led the
Huskies (33-6) in the first half with
14 points, including nine on three-
pointers. By game’s end, Gordon had
21 points.

Their performances were a fitting
finale to their exceptional seasons.

Okafor, the Big East player of the
vear, won All-American honors, and
Gordon was named the Big East tour-
nament’s and the Phoenix regional’s
most outstanding player.

Combined, they went 7 of 15 in
the first half while their teammates
were 6 of 17.

Georgia Tech, meanwhile, made
just 10 of 34 shots in the first half,
and the Yellow Jackets (28-10) were
almost as bad from the free-throw
line (4 0f 11).

With a little more than 12 minutes
left, Georgia Tech, which was led by
Will Bynum’s 17 points, trailed by 25,
a stunning deficit for a team that had
beaten Oklahoma Statein the national
semifinal.

Georgia Techs season had been
full of surprises. The punishment
UConn inflicted through most of the
game bordered on cruel, considering
the stakes.

Inthe preseason Georgia Tech had
little reason to believeit couldadvance
to the title game. The Yellow Jackets
began the season unranked and were
picked to finish seventh in the Atlantic
Coast Conference.

Butallsorts of signs began popping
up;telltaleindications thata Final Four
run was in the making.

Georgia Tech won 12 straight
games to open the season, including a
16-pointwinover No. 1 Connecticutin
the semifinals of the Preseason NIT.

Although Okafor was bothergd by

While the Connecticut Huskies
(above) celebrated their NCAA
championship on the Alamodome
ceurt, Theodis Tarver (right) and his
Yellow Jacket teammates satin their
locker room dejected over the loss.

Photos courtesy of KRT Campus

back spasms and Charlie Villanueva
had not yet been declared eligible,
Georgia Tech’s thorough beating of
the Huskies turned heads. Georgia
Tech had played without Bynum, a
Crane grad who transferred from Ari-
zonaand becameeligiblein December,
and reserve Theodis Tarver.

The Yellow Jackets tied for third
with Wake Forest in the ACC, behind
Duke and North Carolina State, but

they managed tobeat Dukein Durham,
won at Wake Forest and also defeated
North Carolina,

“Our game at Duke, once we won
that game, our goal kind of changed,’
Bynum said before Monday’s game.
“We saw we could win the whole
thing. Other than that, our goal had
been to make the tournament””

On this night, a runner-up finish
would have to do.

- £
ST TR L a4 e
i

Y —

g
)

——— il




B

" —

/

GEORGE-ANNE

Wednesday, April 7, 2004

Crosswor

ACROSS i

2 a [] (- 1} 7 B8 2 10 1 12
1 Getdown to
business 14 i 16
6 Distort
10 NASCAR racer W2 38 18
Gordon
14 "':I;Icots" writir & & 5
15 Ragcetrack shape
16 West Coast sch 2 ¥ 2
17 Make impatient 26 le7 j28° l29 30 |3 3z
19 Night light
20 Nuns E< 34 a5 35 |37
21 Sound
S_Upp!l?ss&_)r 33 i) ] %2
23 ::r?'nre |sn airport = - - =
25 Owl sounds
26 Impish Tl i
30 Seeping 50° |61 52 |53 |4
33 Shortly
34 Eelwer, as 55 s6 | [57. 55 s feo |e1
omewnrk
36 Author Levin B & 1
39 Had a blast -
41 Becorges & & 2
candj - i -
43 SSW oppasite = & y
44 Staring types r
6 Casherachies ﬂﬁm;’xﬂ:\:;m Services, Inc: 02/28/04
47 More aggressive
49 gclivisl Jackson p
50 Baggins the 9 Supplication
hobot 13 popale Solutions
52 Movie pooch 11 Environmental  [LIVIL[3|TREMIN| | |OBMSI9[O[H
55 S;m.mtfmcated gp_eciarists MINEINE] DEOE [EmeE
wireless 12 Scorn EIRIGEIEEIEIEIDEE |
58 More kitschy. 13 Hollow teeth MEIMBIECIN GIEIG ? a :, 2
63 Singer Redding 18 Sea eagle
64 Noteworthy 22 Cologne's river YILIS|V olajojdld
66 Shade 24 Actor Chaney.  [21S1S1310 didjaljors
67 FBIl agent * 26 "Baseball BINE BCEREEE ERE
68 Hadkhome ‘Broniﬁrg'%uuet din{sin|3[d[ollal3[1{Li8]v]d
GOORIIG 27 Bank dea R NOEDENE OEERE
69 Big pigs 28 Sense of SinlTlzlolo MTIEIEIE
70 Sty cry impending evil
71 Camusplay, ' 29 §fromabank fo-1QI1OIH LN
de'siege” 31 BOquUEt 2N dH|¥]|32 SigjajLis|i|s
32 Compresses NGO LV ("3 ]d]s]|v|x]|3
: DO‘MK:'INITh . computer files  [w[T[o[n 7| |A 1 S |vIH
Tilay al 34 Leader T
2 Preflight ride 35 Wood trimmer A diSiViMge LISV ]S
3 Dramatic lament 37 Demon drinks?
4 Kick back 38 Church section 51 Numerical 57 Jane in“G.l.
5 Enter using a 40 lce house relationship Jane”
keyboard 42 Dundee denial 53 Really needed a 59 Model Maoss
6 Superlatively 45 Pitcher's stat bath B0 Yeah, sure
stink-o 48 Lyric poets 54 Black goo 61 Director Kazan
7 Ms. Gardner 49 Hitman 56 Cogito 62 Budget item
8 Evaluate 50 Suds sum 65 Irish Seaisle

10 G-A Action Ads
FREEBIE INFO ALL FREE

student and faculty ads to be run in
the George-Anne must have a NAME,
P.O. BOX and PHONE NUMBER. Ads
will be rejected if they do not have this
information. NO EXCEPTIONS.

= STUDENTS BEWARE

ATTENTION -- The George-Anne screens
all advertisements prior to publication.
The newspaper strives to accept ads for
legitimate products and services only.
Students are urged to exercise caution
when replying to ads — particularly those
which require a credit card number, other
personal information, ormoney in advance of
thedelivery of a productorservice. Students
are also urged to report to the newspaper
any suspicious offers which they might see
inanad. Remember, if an offer seems too
good to be true, it probably is.

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS: The
George-Anne is the official student
newspaper of Georgia Southern University,
owned and operated by GSU students and
utilizing the facilities provided by GSU.
The newspaper is the oldest continuously
d in Bulloch County and Statesboro, Ga.

The ideas expressed herein are those
of the editor or the individual authors
and do not necessarily represent the
views of the Student Media Committee,
the administration, the faculty and staff
of Georgia Southern University, or the
University System of Georgia. The George-
Anne is published three times weekly during
the academic year and five times during
summers. Any questions regarding content
should be directed to the editor at by phone
at 912/681-5246 or fax at 912/486-7113.
Readers may also send electronic messages
to the newspaper staff by visiting our web
site at http://www.stp.gasou.edu.
OFFICES, MAIL, PHONES: Room 2023, F.
|, Williams Center. The George-Anne, P.O.
Box 8001, Georgia Southern University,
Statesboro, Ga. 30460. 912/681-5246
(News) or 812/618-5418 (Advertising) or
912/486-7113 (Fax)

ADVERTISING INFORMATION
The George-Annereservestherightto refuse
any advertisement.
DISPLAY AD DEADLINE: The deadline for
reserving space and submitting advertising
copyis Noon, one week priorto the intended
publication date.
PROOFING/ERRORS/OMISSIONS:
The newspaper makes every reasonable

effort to present correct and complete |

information in advertisements. However,
the advertiser is responsible for proofing
the ad upon publication and should notify
the newspaperimmediatelyintheeventofan
error. The newspaper is not responsible for
any errors in advertisements and its liability
for adjustments is limited to the amount of
space the error occupied in the ad. Further,
the newspaper is not responsible for any
damages caused due to an ad's omission
froma particular edition andits responsibility
solely is to reschedule the ad in the next
regular edition at the regular advertising
rates.

CLASSIFIED ADS: Free classified ads
from students, faculty and staff must be
non-commercial in nature and submitted in
writing, with the name of the sender, local
address, and phone number. No free ads
taken viatelephone—atthis pricewedon’t
take dictation. One free ad per person per
week. Commercial classified are 20 cents
per word with a $4 minimum per insertion.
Tearsheets are $2 extra per insertion.
CIRCULATION INFORMATION: Mail
subscriptions are not availabel at this time.
However, readers may visit our web site for
free access to current and past issues. Visit
www.stp.gasou.edu.

NOTICE: Readers may pick up one
free copy, and a second for a roommate
or acquaintance, at distribution sites.
Additional copies are 35 cents each and are
available at the Williams Center. However,
unauthorized removal of additional copies
from a distribution site constitutes theft
under Georgia law, a misdemeanor offense
punishable by a fine and/or jail time. Editors
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willseekto have any person(s) who removes
more than the authorized number of copies
from distribution sites prosecuted to the full
extent of the law.

NOTE: We gratefully acknowledge the theft
of our slogan — “Liked by Many, Cussed
by Some, Read by them All"—from Robert
Williams of the Blackshear Times. Call Bob
and he can tell you who he stole it from
originally.

20 Announcements

]
CHUCK, | love you! Peanut butter and Jelly
forever, Love Always, your Puff.
KICKOFF PARTY: Catered by HRM
students. Kennedy Dorm Multipurpose
room, April 8, 2004. 5:30-7:30 pm. Cost:
TBA. For more info and tickets, contact
Chris at 912-481-1097.

WIN A $100 tattoo and $50 body piercing.
Helpthe Bulloch Homeless Shelter Program.
Donation $2, drawing April 10, Russell Union
room 2022. Call 681-0010.

GET $50 worth of food for $25! Call Food
Source for info. and menu. Call Victoria at
681-0010.

GROWN-UP Easter baskets valued up
to $380 are $2 each! To benefit Bullech
Homeless Shelter Program. Drawing April
10 at Hen House in Mall. Call for info.
681-0010.

FEELING SAD blue because noone attends
yourclub meetings? Putanannouncement
in The George-Anne classified section and
fill those empty seats! Just Rip Us Off, it's
freel

MUSICAL THEATRE Singers Showcase
on Wednesday, April 7, 2004 at 6:30 pm
at the Blackbox Theatre in the Comm. Arts
Building.

HAVE A special friend or significant other
with an upcoming birthday? Show youriove
by announcing to the world that it's their
birthday! Place an ad in the G-A'today.

40 Autos for Sale

1995 DODGE Neon, auto, new tires, radiator,
rebuilt trans. 108K miles, runs but needs
some work: $1,000, please call 563-2425,
1991 TOYOTA Camry, automatic, 4-door,
power windows, power doors, AM/FM
cassette. Greatbuy, price reducedto $1000.
Call 531-1473 or 681-5888.

1990 MAZDA 626, automatic, 4-door,
power windows, power doors, cruise
control, AM/FM Cassette, sun roof. Great
buy, price reduced to $1000. Call 531-1473
or 681-5888.

CARFOR sale. 1996 red Ford Probe, asking
price: $2000. For more details please call
Alex at.871-0271. Thanks.

JUST GOT a new car, need to sell your old
one? Placeandadin The George-Anneand
15,000 people are going to read about it.
1994 DODGE Shadow. White, good
condition, 96k miles. Runs smoothly,
new tires, auto. $1000 obo. Please call
764-7156.

50 Auto Partsi F{eeair

JEEP WHEELS, aluminum tri's, 15x10,
4.5x5 bolt pattern, also fits Toyota, set of
four, $4150. Call Harvey 681-1105.

52 Bicxcles

$35 LADIES purple bike, including free horn
and bike lock. Please contact Catherine Kidd
at 912-481-1014 if interested.

Rip Us Off

a That's right — you heard right. Rip us off. Get something for nothing. Say hello to a
= friend. Find a roommate. Get a job. Find a home for a litter of kittens. Buy a wombat.

Or sell your Beamer (right, like you expect us to believe that you —and not your folks
— actually have the title to that BMW). Regardless of your purpose (or even if you
are a congenital liar like the Beamer owner), Georgia's liveliest classified ad section
is for you. Students, faculty and staff can have their 20-word action ads published
for nothing (non-commercial listings only, please). Fill out the little rectangles below,
and send your ad to G-A Action Ads, POB 8001, GSU or drop them by our offices in
the Williams Center, Room 2023. You MUST include your name and P.O. Box
number to qualify for a freebie. Remember, keep it short: students, faculty and
staff must pay 20¢ per words for those which exceed the 20-word limit. And, please
— no telephone calls... at this price we don't take dictation.

Name

YOU MUST COMPLETE THIS PART TO QUALIFY FOR FREEBIE

POB

Phone #

s

o

55 Books — SwaB or Sell

NEED TO sell old books? Buy new ones?
Place an ad in The George-Anne and take
care of the book situation. Stop by the
Williams Center, room 2023 for details.

mortco@mindspring.com

60 Business Oeeortuniiles

SPECIAL REMINDER: time spent at the
careercenterisinversely proportionatetothe
time spentliving in your parent's basement.
To learn more, call 681-5197 today!

80 Comeuters & Software

NEED A website? Or website help? Need
Java tutoring? Call Mike at 912-663-4321.

90 Education

FUN & STUFF Visit our Web site for list of
things todo thatare educationaland fun. On-
line at http://www.stp.gasou.eduffunstuff/

120 Furniture & ABEIIances

ANTIQUE STUDENT desk. White, four
drawers. Some wear, but great for college.
You transport, $30 obo. Call Eileen at
681-8178.

SMALL FRIDGE/FREEZER, great for
dorms or extra space. Excellent condition.
You transport. $75 obo. Call Eileen at
681-8178.

GREAT DEALS: Full size bed—$70;
dining table—$60; computer desk—$50;
Aiwa stereo—$60; stereo stand—$15.
Call Darren 681-7014.

FOR SALE: portable Maytag dishwasher,
small apartment refrigerator with freezer.
$75.00 each. Call 865-4037, if no answer,
leave a message.

BED FOR sale. Fullsize mattress, boxspring,
and frame. In good shape, $200. Call Corey
at 681-2654.

140 HeiE Wanted

BARTENDER TRAINEES Needed
$250 a day potential
Local Positions
1-800-293-3985 ext. 312
SUMMER INTERNSHIP — Excellent
Advertising, Sales and Marketing
opportunity. Earn $3000 to $7000 ++ and
gain valuable business experience working
forthe Official Campus Telephone Directory.
GREAT RESUME BOOSTER! Call Kiersten
atAroundCampus, Inc. 1 800-466-2221 ext
272. www.aroundcampus.com

AMERICA READS needs your help! If

-you enjoy helping children and are work-

study eligible, please call Mary Woods in
the Educational Opportunities Program
for details.

SUMMER INTERNSHIP

Excellent advertising, sales, and marketing
opportunity. Earn $3000to $7000+and gain
valuable business experience working for
the Georgla Southern Official Campus
Telephone Directories. GREAT RESUME
BOQOSTER! Positions available in Atlanta,
Macon, and Statesboro. Call Kiersten at
AroundCampus, Inc. 1-800-466-2221 ext.
272 www.aroundcampus.com.

Make Money taking Online Surveys.
Earn $10-$125 for Surveys. Earn
$25-$250 for Focus. Groups. Visit
www.cashdstudents.com/geosou

150 Lost & Found

LOST—yellow Cockatiel with gray feathers
on back. Flew the coop near Willow Bend
Apts. Please call if sighted or caught. Bird
is friendly. Call 681-9637.

LOSE SOMETHING? Find it by placing an
ad in The G-A today.

KEYS FOUND inthe Williams Center. Claim
them at the Student Media Office.

LOST ENGAGEMENT ring in the Hollis
women's bathroom around noon on March
3. 2004, Reward if found. Call Desiree at
912-541-4445.

CELL PHONE found in Carroll Building on
3/25. Call 688-3151 to claim it.
BRACELET FOUND at Lakeside. Call Eric
at 688-2037 to claim.

160 Miscellaneous for Sale

NEED TO sellsomething...anything? Putitin
The George-Anne's classified section. One
man'’s trash is another man’s treasure.
LOOKING TOsella 1/3round-caratdiamond
ring with 14 carat yellow-gold band: gocd
quality and color, selling price: $650.00.
Call 489-8779.

200 Pets & Supplies

ENGLISHBULLDOG puppies,AKC, UGA.5
bloodline. 6 boys, one girl, $1400.00, ready
in April. Call 229-423-2205, Teresa.

DOG CAGE--24" x 24" x 36" metal cage
with removable plastic bottom. $40. Call
681-1105.

220 Rentals & Real Estate
== =i = =]

SUBLEASER NEEDED for summer. 2
bedroom, 2 bath, all inclusive. Park Flace.
Call 404-271-3336.

2 SUBLEASES needed for summer, 05/08/
04-07/30/04. 2 bed, 2 bath, washer/dryer,
free cable. Rent $350 plus utilities. Perfect
for friends. Call 404-271-3336.

NEED TO sublease your apartment?
Advertise on Off-Campus Housing Office
website. Sublease forms available in

Russell Union 2022.

SUMMER SUBLEASE needed May
through August. Two bedroom, ong bath
for one person. $375 per month.! Small
pets welcome. 912-681-6773.
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“Hello, I'm Russell

Crow

& and I've felt the

need to attach myself to a new project:
The Stair Master and Commander.”

TIRED OF ROOMMATES? Want you own
apartment? $265+ flexible leases — Quiet
Environment. Also, 2 + 3 BR Houses
recently renovated, Call Parker Realty at
764-5623.
WANTED: SOMEONE to sublease Christian
Campus Fellowship house cheap! Two
blocks from campus. Call Marianne at 541-
3456 or email myratakus @ yahoo.com.
SUBLEASE MAY, JuneandJuly. 2BR, $350
total monthly rent. Call 912-681-2989, ask
for Cory or Heather.
2 BEDROOM, 2 Bath apartment for rent
starting in May. Rent includes DSL Internet,
Power, water, cable TV with HBO, security
system. Large walk-in closets, washer/
dryer, back patio, pets allowed! Call 678-
516-5939.
APARTMENT FOR rentl $490/month, off
University Place, duplex, 2 bedroom, 1
bathroom! Large living room! Call 912-481-
3481 or 912-4811421 for details!
2 SUBLEASES needed for summer! One
bedroom with full bath. Rent is $256 plus
utilities. Great house with great people
needed. Call Stephen 541-2915.
**LOOKING FOR a house to rent next
year?** We have 5 houses located in
Sherwood Forest and University Place
available in August 2004.
Call 912-690-2698 or visit
www.wildoakinvestments.com for details.
6BR 5BATH available Aug. 1, nextto Holiday
In Express — Loaded — no pets. 682-7468
or 764-6076
SUBLEASER NEEDED. ASAP until July. 2
bedroom, 2 bath. Rent $200| Aptvery closeto
campus. Please call 681-3819. Thanks.
FOR RENT by owner. Stadium Walk or
Park Place. Has washer and dryer. Small
pets acceptable. $400 per month. 764-7528
or 541-4885,
HOOD HAS HOUSES FOR LEASE IN AUGUST
NO PETS. 24 HOUR REPAIRS. 764-6076

ATTENTION STUDENTS: Please read Hood's
Wabsite: DIRTYBANKING.COM
SUBLEASE SUMMER at Campus Club.
Amy 1 through August 1. Furnished, best
pool, volleyball, basketball, fithess centers.
Best deal around! $415 month + utilities.

Contact Holly Bates 404-934-5340.
AVAILABLE IN May! Two roommates
needed to share large house, 10 minutes
north of campus. $210 per month. Call
912-663-4321.

TIRED OF roommates? Sublease one
bedroom apartment for June and July, May
if needed. Tell those roommates goodbye!
Rent $325 with water included. Contact
Teresa at 478-320-7753.

VERY NICE 3 bedroom house available May
1 to July 31, rentonly $387.50. If interested,
call 541-1873.

230 Roommates

2 FEMALE roommates needed to stay in
Garden District Townhouse. $325/month
plus 1/3 utilities. Call Kiwana at 688-3379.
$208.00 MONTHLY RENT! Summer
sublease available in 3 bedroom house,
off campus. Rent + 1/3 utilities. Call 764-
3121 for more information.

SUBLEASE AN apartment for the summer.
Room available in Statesboro Place. $300
per month, utilities and cable included.
Furnished, own bathroom. Call 404-234-
1307.

APARTMENT AVAILABLE for sublease
May 3 through July 25 at the Woodlands.
All utilities included, furnished kitchen and
den. Call Victoria 489-1675.

SOMEONE NEEDED totake over Southern
Courtyard contract, will pay you to take over
lease. Call Melissa @ 690-2569.

2 FEMALES need male/female rocommate
fora house, $210.00 + utilities, pet friendly!
Available August 1. Call 541-6151 or 541-
0521.

NEED A roommate? Advertise on Off-
Campus Housing Website. Roommate forms

available in Russell Union 2022.

STILL TRYING to figure out a way to fill
that empty bedroom? Place an ad in The
George-Anne and find a roommate in no
time.

2 ROOMS available in 4bd/4ba apartment
for sublease. All inclusive, $335/month,
completely furnished. High-speed internet
available. Call Tommy at 678-697-5295.
BEDROOM AVAILABLE in furnished 3
bedroom apartment. $300/month + 1/3
utilities. Call Angie 423-653-4780.
ROOMMATE NEEDED. Park Place to take
overlease starting May 2004. 3br/2ba, $215/
month, 1/3 utilities. Please call Tan at 229-
291-0208 or Candis at 706-589-1241.
SUMMER SUBLEASE: Statesboro Place,
utilities included, private bath/bedroom. .
Cable, furnished, W/D, $335/mo. Available
immediately. Fall renewal optional. Call*
B43-345-7914.

MALE SUBLEASE needed—Campus Club,
all-inclusive. May, June, July. Will sacrifice
for $300 month. Call 404-543-7740.
APARTMENT IN Southern Courtyard,
available summer term. Kitchen, living
room, bathroom, laundry room, Fully
furnished. Computer lab and game room
on site. Call Danielle at 912-541-2285 for
information.

FEMALE ROOMMATE wanted. Room
available May 1. House is off campus.
$325/month. Includes utilities. Call Angie
690-2495,

SEEKING ROOMMATE. Five bedroom
house needs one more person for fall
semester. For details, call 489-6097. Rent
is cheap.

SUBLEASE SUMMER at Campus Club.,
$415 a month includes utilities, best pool,
volleyball and basketball facilities. Move in
May 1. Call Holly at 404-934-5340.
SUBLEASE SUMMER 2004 at Players
Club. $240 per month. May through August.
Move in May 1. Call 678-591-3138.
SUBLEASE NEEDED. Garden District,
great roommates, bedroom with private
bath, $295/month. May through August.
Call Leslie 871-3851.

240 Services

ADOPT Apetand savealife. Bulloch County
Animal Shelter, visit 301 North Statasboro or
www.adoptionfairy @ petfinder.com.
HAVE YOU applied for credit, ,
and been turned down?

We provide credit consolidation, We
Offer fast approvals, NO FEES, Low
Interest rates. Good/Bad Credit
and Bankruptey.

Contact us at 1-866-239-2161

260 Stereo & Sounds
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FOR SERIOUS car sterec enthusiasts only!
New equipment, never used. Purchased
for over $4000.00; selling price: $1850.00.
Please call 489-8779. )
IMPP 12'S. Two Pioneer IMPP 12's in box.
$400 obo. 450 watts each. Call Neal 912-
398-2717. S
SELLING A set of JL audio 10's in the box
with amp. Asking $100.00, call Michael
678-467-4568.

SUBWOOFER BOX that holds three 12
subwoofers. Very good box. $65. Call Corey, .=

at 681-2654.
305 Volunteers

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED at the Bulloch
County Animal Shelter. www.adoptionfair. .
y @ petfinder.com. ’

310 Wanted
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MODELS FOR calendar. Sports lllustrated
type bathing suit models needed. Call 912--
232-9960 or email hlogani863@aol.com.
Provide name, phone #, height/size,
availability info. Check website www.hunt
erphotography.co
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GSU participates in annual Relay for Life

By Rachel Weeks

crazedrachel@hotmail.com

Preparations for thisyear’s Relay
for Life are under way. Students are
encouraged to join the team to fight
cancer April 16th at the Kiwanis
Ogeechee fairgrounds on Hwy 67.

The Relay for Life bash will kick
off at 7 p.m. and will last through
‘the night.

" Students can pick up memorial
starbursts for a $1 donation in sev-
eral locations around campus, and
inlocalbusinessesincluding Chick-
fil-A, Krystal, Eagle Bank and many
other places.

* The starbursts, with names in
honor of those who have battled
cancer, will be read aloud as candles
are lit around the track. Last year,
over 2,000 names were read, and
the candles helped light the way
for walkers throughout the night.

Many businesses and volunteers
have already planned various fund-
raisers. They include: yard sales, car
washes, bake sales, $5 dress-down
days,and raffle giveaways with prizes
donated from local businesses and
e raffles for one free vacation day
with pay. Groups or teams of 10 or
more can pay a registration fee of
$100 per team and take part in all
of the festivities.

Opening ceremonies begin at 7
p.m.Friday, April 16th. A food court
will be open from 6 p.m. until mid-
night, and proceeds from food sales
go to Relay for Life.

Beginning at 11 p.m. is the
Reverse Beauty Pageant in which
guys dress up like girls and con-
tend in talent and evening gown
competitions. From 1 a.m to 4 a.m,
Saturday morning, the GSU Jazz
Band will play. Also from 1 a.m. to
4 a.m., the Olympic Games will be
taking place. Each team can sign up
for various activities and levels of
competition,

The goal for this year’s Relay for
Life is to raise $155,000.

Kay Nay,a Relay worker that has
been with the organization for five
years said; “Everybody in the com-
munity has been touched by cancer,
whether it’s themselves, a relative,
a friend, or a co-worker. It's about
the community taking up the fight
against cancer. With everybody
working together, we can do it”

Bush, Kerry to make broadband policy an issue

By William L. Watts
KRT Campus

WASHINGTON -The decisive
issues of the 2004 presidential
election battle: Iraq, the war on
terror, job creation and ... broad-
band?

Well, maybe it won't serve asa
candidate litmus test for many vot-
ers,but President Bushand Demo-
cratic challenger John Kerry have
both pledged to make expanded
access to high-speed Internet an
important component of their
economic plans.

“We ought to have a universal,
affordable access for, broadband
technology by the year 2007, and
then we oughtto make sure assoon
as possible thereafter, consumers
have got plenty of choices when
it comes to purchasing the broad-
band carrier;” Bush told a crowd
recently in New Mexico, a state
that he lost to Al Gore by less than
400 votes in 2000 that promises to
be a key battleground again this
November.

Bush offered no details regard-
ing the broadband strategy.

Kerry, who unveiled a corpo-
rate tax plan in the first of three
speecheson economic policy,said

he would soon lay outhis approach
to boosting broadband access.

“I will focus on raising Ameri-
can competitiveness by spurring
the growth of new industries
like the broadband technology
that will dominate the future,’
he said.

Bush’s proposal garnered
applause from John Chambers,
CEO of telecom equipment
maker Cisco Systems. Other top
makers of the routers and other
equipment used to connect the
Internet include Lucent, Nortel
Networks, Juniper Networks and
Extreme Networks.

“Havingaffordable broadband
for all Americans by 2007 will help
ensure the nation’s'competitive-
ness for decades to come. Cisco
looks forward to working with
the administration, the Congress,
the FCC and others to realize this
important goal,” said Chambers,
a Bush supporter and GOP cam-
paign contributorwho hasadvised
the president on tech issues.

Besides equipment makers,
the large fiber-optic “backbone”
networks could benefit, includ-
ing MCI, Level 3, Global Cross-
ing, Wiltel and Qwest.

One by one, House Democrats asked to switch parties

B)' Kristen Wyatt

Assoclated Press Writer

: ATLANTA - How badly do
Republicans warit to take control
of the Georgia House, giving them
a lock on state government?

Just ask Democrats.

The GOP is courting potential
party-switchers, hoping to take
the majority the same way they
fook the Senate: by narrowing
the margin to justa few seats and
then luring conservative Demo-
crats thought likely to consider
switching.

More than a dozen House
Democrats are thought to be
considering a party switch im-
mediately after this session ends
Wednesday. Thatin itself wouldn't
cede control to the GOP -~ Demo-
crats have a 35-seat advantage in
the House.

Register by Thursday, April 8

With a new set of district
maps that Republicans think will
help them in this year’s elections,
the stage is set for a heck of a fight
over control of the House.

Rumors of who might switch
parties were flying fast last week,
and lawmakers were clearly torn.
Some representatives huddled with
reportersto say they would change
parties, then returned to say they

wouldn’t, then came back a third -

time to beg journalists not to write
anything at all,

“Please don't get me in trouble,”
said Rep. Bob Lane, a Statesboro
Democrat who acknowledged he
is considering becominga Repub-
lican but wasn't ready to make a
decision,

There’s not much time. Most
of the conservative Democrats
in talks with the GOP say they

Mad Dash for HOI/[’IZS --
by Student Organizat

Between April 12-16, try to get as
many service hours as possible.

Applications are in the Outreach Program Office
Room 2022 in the Russell Union

The organization with the .
most hours will be recognized!

SINGE... WELL, /

BEST THING O

TOF

Our delicious burger served with barbeque sauce ande

View our entire menu onfine at

locosdeliandpub.com.

will decide by the end of April,
the deadline to announce their
intentions to run for re-election.

By rules of political etiquette, it
is considered more honorable to
change parties and run for office
under the new banner, rather than
beingelected asone thingand then
switching to another.

“I feel like you have to go to
the ball with who brung ya,” said
Rep. Chuck Sims, D-Douglas, who
said he’s definitely not leaving his
party but added, “It’s getting hard
to say you're a conservative in the
Democratic Party”

Simsand others decried turmoil
within Democratic ranks. There’s
an uneasy relationship among ur-
ban liberals, blacks and the white
rural conservatives who have tra-
ditionallyhad mostof the powerin
Georgias Democratic Party.

Special Photo

Rep.Bob Lane of Statesboro who is
currentlyaRepublicanis one theGeor-
gia HouseRepresentatives beingasked
toswitch parties. Representatives have
until the end of April to decide if they
will switch parties.
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Broadband is an issue that
looms large for major players
throughout the tech industry,
which has been fertile ground
for Democratic and Republican

- fund-raisers alike.

Policymakers have long been
debating the best approach to
broadband policy.

The Federal Communications
Commission last year ruled that
dominant Baby Bell local phone
companies don’t have to provide
rivals having access to newly laid
fiber-optic cables with an impor-
tant broadband conduit at low;
wholesale rates.

The Baby Bells say that willhelp
spur their investment in broad-
band. Cable companies aren’t
required to share their networks
with rivals.

The FCC also offered some
relief to companies such as
Covad that use a portion of the
Bells’copper wires to deliver
high-speed Internet access to
customers.

The agency plans to phase
out so-called line-sharing re-
quirements within three years;
existing customers will be grand-
fathered in.

Covad and other high-speed
suppliers could still receive whole-
saleratesif they pair up with other
carriers such as AT&T to provide
consumers with a package of lo-
cal phone and high-speed Internet
service.

FCC Chairman Michael Pow-
ell issued a statement March 26
welcoming Bush’s 2007 broadband
goal.

“I look forward to working
with my commission colleagues,
Congress and the administra-
tion to deliver on this vision for
the American people,” he said.
“Universal and affordable ac-
cess to broadband is vital to the
health and future growth of our
economy.”

The broadband industry was

" hithard when the dot-com bubble -

burst in'2000.
Data networks were overbuilt,
creating thousands of miles of

“dark fiber,” and when the over- -

capacity became apparent there
were losses in the hundreds of
billions of dollars in shareholder
equity and debt securities.
Aswell,hundreds of thousands
of networkequipmentworkerslost
their jobs as demand dried up.

The Last Don opens in Stateshoro

Hillary Jones/Staff

Hillary Jones/Staff

"

Kadir Yaylai or Don of Pizzas prepares freshly-made dough for the finest
pizzas topped with his secret sauce, topped with the finest vegetable,
premium quality meats, a blend of the finest cheeses.

By Valoria Pettiford

howlo2go@yaheo.com

The Last Don’s Pizza restaurant appeals to GSU students and the com-

munity.

Like most local restaurants, The Last Don’s places menus door-to-doorin
apartment complexes surrounding campus. The Last Don’s offers free delivery
around GSU campus with a minimum $10 purchase and is open late. Closing
time on Monday and Tuesday is 3 a.m., Wednesday through Saturday 4 a.m.

and on Sunday 2 a.m.

The late closing time is sure to appeal to Georgia Southern students.

“We are unlike other pizza restaurants not just because of our late hours,
but everything is handmade fresh daily;” said owner, Brook Hallat.

The Last Don’s slogan is “The Best of The Best, As Always,” which Hallat

expects his restaurant to live up to.

The Last Don’s offers not only pizza but also pasta, sandwiches, calzones,
and salads. The menu even suggests that you create your own pizza with

whatever toppings you like.

“Since the grand opening, we have been extremely busy;’ said Shameka

Mills, a cashier and waitress.

“The pizza here is really good,” said Charlie McCarter, a junior at GSU,
“and the variety of the menu is very impressive.”

The grand opening special consists of 2large, 1-topping pizzas and 10 wings
for $10. The Last Don’s new location is #2 College Plaza, behind Wendy's.

Kadir Yaylaci, former founder of Don Corleone’s Pizza and Wings who
no longer has connection with the establishment, has extended the grand

opening special, and will also match competitor’s specials if customers bring

in or mention other specials, and will offer a free two liter soda.
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