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Page 8 — Monday, January 27, 2003

More cold weather on way for
Georgia, but warmer days ahead

Associated Press

ATLANTA-Another blastof cold
air is expected to pass through Geor-
gia this weekend, but forecasters say
temperatures won'tbe nearly aslow as
they have been the last few days.

“We’ve already started our warm-
ing trend,” Matt Sena, ameteorologist
with the National Weather Service in
Peachtree City, said Friday.

Still, homeless shelters, public
officials and farmers were prepared
for the worst. In Savannah, police on
Friday handed out long johns, blan-
kets and shoes tohomeless people, and
in Dougherty County, school officials
canceled classes.

“For Georgia, it’s been a lot
colder than normal,” Sena said. “It’s
not something thathappens regularly,
especially that far south. But then
again it’s not that unheard of.”

Low temperatures in the Atlanta
areawereexpectedtocreepupintothe
15- to 20-degree range on Saturday,
from lows in the single digit range on
Friday, Sena said.

A storm system that will pass
through the state Sunday will bring
more cold air — particularly on Mon-
day — with a chance of snow in north-
ern Georgia, but it will move through
quickly and the weather should start
to get warmer, Sena said.

“It will be nothing like what we
just had,” he said.

Homeless shelters have been
feeling the impact of the cold spell
in Georgia. The six city centers run by
the Atlanta Union Mission are filled
to capacity, and officials have been
trying to squeeze extra people in with

" mats on the floor and makeshift beds

in the kitchen.

“Not only are we having unusu-
ally brutal weather this year, but
the economic downturn has been
particularly hard in Atlanta,” said
Lou Graner, the mission’s director
of development. “It’s kind of a con-
fluence of events.”

Others worried about the cold
weather were farmers, such as
Randy Scarbor, who said it will be
a few days before he knows the full
extent of the freeze damage to his
vegetable crops.

“They turn brown and you can'’t
market them,” he said.

The temperature dropped this week

to 16 degrees in Omega, near Tifton in
south Georgia, where Scarbor grows
120 acres of mustard, collards, kale
and turnips.

“There’s going to be some dam-
age,” he said. “It’s pretty severe.

Vegetables, asouth Georgia indus-
try that has grown dramatically in the
past 20 years, are about the only crops
grown in Georgia during the winter.

They include Vidalia onions, greens,

peppers and carrots.
With an annual value of about

$650 million, vegetables have |

become Georgia’s third leading ag-
ricultural enterprise, behind poultry
and cotton.

Terry Kelley, a University of Geor-
giavegetable specialistin Tifton, said
freeze damage will vary from crop
to crop.

“Kale, collards or cabbage will all
takealittle bitlower temperatures than
mustard and turnips,” he said. “Carrots
can grow a new top and onions are
pretty resilient.”

Kelley predicted the freeze will
cause some crop damage, but said it
probably won’tbe amajor setback for
the state’s growers.

In Albany, the temperature
dropped to 14 degrees, but only a
few homeless people sought shelter
at the Salvation Army shelter over-
night into Friday. ;

Shelter manager Lurlene Batten
said only four of the 10 overnight
guests came in out of the cold. The
rest were regulars.

“The ones who come in are the
ones who are really out on the street,
and they don’t have any place to go,”
she said. “They are willing to follow
the rules. The others say, ‘I’'m going
to enjoy my alcohol and other indul-
gences.” They ride it out.”

Dougherty County school officials
canceled classes Friday so students
wouldn’t be exposed to a wind chill
that made it feel like 4 degrees in the
southwest Georgiacounty. The system
has 16,500 students, including 13,000
who ride school buses.

“Those children would have been
standing at bus stops this morning,”
said school spokeswoman Brenda
Horton. “We have a lot of students
who are not able to buy coats because
there are not that many days that they
would use them.”

SUPERBOWL, FROM PAGE 1

to happen to the Raiders hap-
pened before the coin was .even
tossed. Their starting center, a Pro
Bowl playernamed Barret Robbins,
was sent home after he didn’t show
for Saturday’s practice. He couldn’t
be found until that evening. There
wererumorsof himbeingin Tijuana,
Mexico, of being too inebriated to
check in, of being in the hospital.
Maybe in the old days, this would
have been “Raider mystique.” But
when your veteran quarterback is as
stiff as an accountant and your star
receivers are aging gentlemen, all it
does is mess things up.

And no matter what the Raiders
roster tells you, when the man snap-
ping the ball disappears on game day,
things get rattled.

Not that the Raiders needed
help in that department. From the
start it was clear that all those AFC
defenses they peppered with dinky
passes were no match for the swift
smash of Tampa Bay. Rich Gannon,
for most of the game, couldn’t do
anything. I mean nothing. He was
chased and erased. All season long,
he tacked pinball-like numbers on
the opposition. g

On Sunday, he went “tilt.”

How can you describe the total
domination? Think of Oakland as a
mosquito and Tampa as a big can of
Raid. Press the sprayer.

That was the Super Bowl.

Consider this: Oakland’s first
five possessions ended with a sack,
a sack, a deflected pass and two
interceptions. By halftime, the No.
1 offense had three points and 62
total yards. If that’s a job resume, it
gets you the mail room.

What Tampa did was much like
what the Baltimore Ravens did in
winning the Super Bowl two years
ago — its defense was so good, it
seeped into the offense. Here was
quarterback Brad Johnson, on the
money, and receiver Joe Jurevicius
catching big passes, and Michael Pit-
tman, maybe the least known name
onanunknown offense, gaining over
100 yards — the first running back in

the playoffs to do so —and looking'

more like Marcus Allen than any of
the Raiders.

The Bucs marched through
Oakland’s exhausted defense like.
well, like Oakland used to march

through everyone else. And finally,
when Oakland coughed up its final

gasp, pulling to within 13 points, the
Tampa offense converted a critical
third down, and nextthing youknow,
Brad Johnson is a Super Bowl win-
ning quarterback, and Warren Sapp,

the league’s biggest talker without a-

title, has a ring to match his zing.

Heaven help us all.

How strange is this? Tampa
Bay, Super Bowl champs? Re-
member, this was the expansion
team to end all expansion teams.
This was a franchise that lost its
first 26 games, a franchise that saw
Bo Jackson, its No. 1 pick, say “No
thanks, I'd rather play baseball,” a
franchise that was known for years
as “The Yuccateers.”

Heck, as late as last February,
Tampa Bay was still embarrassing
itself with a vacant head coaching
office, having fired Tony Dungy.
only to see one candidate after
another sink by circumstance. In
the end, the Bucs owners had pay
$8 million and four draft picks just
to GET a coach.

But they got the right one.

Jon Gruden, Oakland’s-ex, did
what Dungy couldn’t — namely, get
the team to score some points — and
the combination of a fresh face and
fresh fire lifted this club over the
final hurdle.

And there they were, hoisting the
cup. The Creamsicle was Dreamsi-
cle. The world was on its axis.

So that’s it. We can quit now.
We’ve seen it all. Dogs can talk,
it snows at the equator, ice cream
has no calories, and for the next 12
months, we'll be saying “The World
Champion TampaBay Bucs.” Could
anything in this world be stranger?

Well. T take that back. “World
Champion Detroit Lions.”

But I said this world.
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