
Georgia Southern University Georgia Southern University 

Digital Commons@Georgia Southern Digital Commons@Georgia Southern 

National Youth-At-Risk Conference Savannah 2020 Conference Archive 

Mar 11th, 9:45 AM - 11:00 AM 

Story Squad: Connecting Books, Standards, and Literature Circles Story Squad: Connecting Books, Standards, and Literature Circles 

Leslie Cowell 
FK, lcowell@faulkner.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/nyar_savannah 

 Part of the Curriculum and Instruction Commons, Elementary Education Commons, and the Language 

and Literacy Education Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Cowell, Leslie, "Story Squad: Connecting Books, Standards, and Literature Circles" (2020). National Youth-
At-Risk Conference Savannah. 102. 
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/nyar_savannah/2020/2020/102 

This presentation (open access) is brought to you for free and open access by the Conferences & Events at Digital 
Commons@Georgia Southern. It has been accepted for inclusion in National Youth-At-Risk Conference Savannah 
by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons@Georgia Southern. For more information, please contact 
digitalcommons@georgiasouthern.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/nyar_savannah
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/nyar_savannah/2020
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/nyar_savannah?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu%2Fnyar_savannah%2F2020%2F2020%2F102&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/786?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu%2Fnyar_savannah%2F2020%2F2020%2F102&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1378?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu%2Fnyar_savannah%2F2020%2F2020%2F102&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1380?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu%2Fnyar_savannah%2F2020%2F2020%2F102&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1380?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu%2Fnyar_savannah%2F2020%2F2020%2F102&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/nyar_savannah/2020/2020/102?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu%2Fnyar_savannah%2F2020%2F2020%2F102&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@georgiasouthern.edu


S T O R Y  
S Q U A D

D R .  L E S L I E  C O W E L L



Have you used 
literature circles 

in your 
classroom?

If so, how was it 
organized?



T H E  P R A C T I C A L  
A P P L I C AT I O N  O F  
R E S E A R C H  B E S T  
P R A C T I C E



THE VALUE 
OF 
LITERATURE
CIRCLES

Literature Circles are different from 
reading groups because they are 

peer-led

Literature Circles provide students 
with two essential pieces for reading 

improvement: independent reading 
and collaborative learning 



THE VALUE OF 
LITERATURE CIRCLES

Literature Circles replace less 
effective reading activities like 
workbook pages with a more 

effective one.  Literature circles 
build comprehension,

thinking, and engagement
with literature. 

Literature Circles provide 
students with two essential 

pieces for reading improvement: 
independent reading and 

collaborative learning 



THE KEYS TO LITERATURE CIRCLES

1

Students 
have choice 

in their 
reading 

materials

2

Small 
groups that 

are 
temporary 
and flexible

3

Different 
groups read 

different 
books

4

Groups meet 
on a regular, 
predictable 
schedule to 
discuss their 

reading

5

When books 
are 

completed, 
new groups 
form around 
new choices 

6

Students use 
written 
notes/ 

assignments 
to guide their 
reading and 
discussion

7

Teaching 
serves 
as a 

facilitator

8

Evaluation is 
by teacher 
observation 
and student 

self-
evaluation.  
Role sheets 

can be 
graded



STORY SQUAD IMPLEMENTS THESE 
READING SKILLS:

Summarizing Determining 
Importance Visualizing Questioning 

Vocabulary Making Connections Technology/Reference Sequencing



STORY SQUAD

Groups typically have 
around 5-6 students.  
Younger grades may 

want to have 3-4

Provide students with 
high quality 
literature.  

Story Squad groups 
meet once a week 
to share their work 

for the week. 



WHERE 
STORY 
SQUAD 
CAME 
FROM…

Needed/wanted a 
practical application to 
research best practice 

Literature Circle jobs 
were a good start, but 

not engaging for students 
and not practical for 

teachers 

Wanted students to go 
beyond basic character, 

setting, etc

I had more standards that I 
needed to teach, but there 
were not jobs or ways to 

connect those standards with 
the existing Literature Circle 

jobs

Surveyed my 
students on what 
they would like to 

see, they had a lot of 
feedback on what 
the jobs ended up 

being.   

Writing practice!!!!! 



I M P L E M E N T I N G  
S T O R Y  S Q U A D  I N  

Y O U R  C L A S S R O O M



IMPLEMENTING STORY SQUAD

Implementing 
Story Squad 
handout

01
When the 
Relatives Came by 
Cynthia Rylant

02
Job Descriptions 

03



THANKS! 
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