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Figure 4. Results of Test Area 4 Magnetometer survey with anomalies highlighted.   

Area 5 

Test Area 5 measures 40m x 40m, and is located west of Highway 25 and north of the creek. The data 
collected in this forested area is virtually un-interpretable. The magnetometer recorded significant 
variation across the entire grid; however, some of this variation is likely the result of root disturbance, 
bushes, and other obstructions limiting the quality of data collection. In addition, historic objects, modern 
trash, and concrete were distributed across the survey grid and several small cavities were present in 
shallow subsurface. Mid-20th century aerial photographs show that the CCC had erected several small 
buildings in the vicinity, and many of the anomalies undoubtedly are associated with these disturbances. 
The magnetometer data provide little useful information to help better understand this area of the site.   
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Figure 5. Results of Test Area 5 Magnetometer survey.   

  

  

Area 6 

Test Area 6 is located south of Test Area 4 and the entrance road to the MSSP. It measures 60m x 20m, 
and encompasses a narrow, deep drainage ditch that descends from near the breastworks to the south. It is 
likely that this landscape feature represents a natural spring drainage that flowed into the Magnolia 
Springs creek. Data collected in Area 6 (Figure *) revealed little information directly attributable to Civil 
War activity. A cluster of anomalous readings located in the southeastern corner of the survey grid likely 
reflect more recent historical activity. Archaeological evidence indicates that the CCC used this area as a 
dump for architectural debris.  

While not directly related to the Civil War, the history of the CCC is valuable in its own right. The gully 
descends northward down the slope. Anomalous magnetic readings trail the locus of historic artifacts into 
the gully. This indicates that erosion is moving historical artifacts from their original location. The 
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magnetometer also located several isolated metal objects, but the temporal association is unclear. These 
may be the remains of modern debris or trash dropped by tourists.  

 

Figure 6. Results of Test Area 6 Magnetometer survey with anomalies highlighted.  

Area 7 

Test Are 7 is a 30m x 30m block situated within the earthen fort. There is little to no evidence inside the 
earthen embankment indicative of a building. There is generally a variable distribution of magnetic values 
in the southwestern portion of the survey block, but it is unclear if this represents a cluster of artifacts or 
disturbance. There are two distinct high amplitude di-polar anomalies in the northwestern portion of the 
survey block (near the entrance) which likely derive from metal sources. Finally, there is a cluster of 
generally positive magnetic anomalies in the northeastern portion of the survey block, near the gun ramp. 
This may represent pits or artifact clustering. However, the location near the bottom of the ramp may 
indicate eroded soils of a more organic origin and higher magnetic susceptibility.   
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Figure 7. Results of Test Area 7 Magnetometer survey.   
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Figure 8. Results of Test Area 7 Magnetometer survey with anomalies highlighted.   

  

    

CHAPTER 4. CONCLUSIONS 

A magnetometer survey was performed on four test areas of the Camp Lawton site on MSSP property. 
The goal of the survey was to identify subsurface deposits associated with the Confederate occupation at 
the site.   

In test areas 4, 6, and 7, subsurface anomalies were identified that represent both cultural features and 
artifacts/artifact clusters. The mid-20th century drain fields in Test Area 4 are the most clearly identified 
anomalies. Other anomalies, such as those in Test Area 6, have been identified, through archaeological 
testing, as CCC related. However, numerous anomalies in Test Area 4, and a smaller number in Test Area 
7, may represent Civil War era cultural features and artifacts. The magnetometer data from Test Area 5 
are inconclusive. This is probably due to the ground disturbance caused by construction in this area by the 
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CCC in the mid-20th century. The magnetometer data provide clear evidence of subsurface deposits and 
artifacts, particularly in Test Area 4. These data should be used to guide future excavations in these areas.   

I would like to thank Dustin Fuller of the MSSP and Bryan Tucker of the Georgia DNR Historic 
Preservation Division for making this investigation possible.   
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APPENDIX A 

Test Area UTM coordinates (NAD 27)  

E N Area corner 

410088.925 3637561.979 4 NE 

410009.073 3637547.788 4 NW 

410031.59 3637471.152 4 SW 

410113.713 3637486.669 4 SE 

409766.003 3637580.881 5 NE 

409735.011 3637557.108 5 NW 

409759.282 3637524.996 5 SW 

409790.896 3637550.138 5 SE 

410172.183 3637460.745 6 NE 

410152.504 3637455.825 6 NW 

410172.561 3637399.248 6 SW 

410192.051 3637404.168 6 SE 

410349.106 3637424.036 7 NE 

410318.831 3637429.902 7 NW 

410311.64 3637400.762 7 SW 

410341.348 3637394.707 7 SE 

 

 

 


