
Georgia Southern University Georgia Southern University 

Digital Commons@Georgia Southern Digital Commons@Georgia Southern 

Georgia International Conference on 
Information Literacy 

Sep 28th, 1:50 PM - 2:10 PM 

Set It and Forget It! A self-sustaining semester-long literature Set It and Forget It! A self-sustaining semester-long literature 

assignment for an undergraduate Genetics Class. Now with a assignment for an undergraduate Genetics Class. Now with a 

bonus Reference Game to emphasize Boolean operators! bonus Reference Game to emphasize Boolean operators! 

Brian Odom 
Wingate University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/gaintlit 

 Part of the Biology Commons, Curriculum and Instruction Commons, Genetics Commons, and the 

Information Literacy Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Odom, Brian, "Set It and Forget It! A self-sustaining semester-long literature assignment for an 
undergraduate Genetics Class. Now with a bonus Reference Game to emphasize Boolean operators!" 
(2018). Georgia International Conference on Information Literacy. 69. 
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/gaintlit/2018/2018/69 

This presentation (open access) is brought to you for free and open access by the Conferences & Events at Digital 
Commons@Georgia Southern. It has been accepted for inclusion in Georgia International Conference on 
Information Literacy by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons@Georgia Southern. For more information, 
please contact digitalcommons@georgiasouthern.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/gaintlit
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/gaintlit
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/gaintlit?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu%2Fgaintlit%2F2018%2F2018%2F69&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/41?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu%2Fgaintlit%2F2018%2F2018%2F69&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/786?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu%2Fgaintlit%2F2018%2F2018%2F69&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/29?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu%2Fgaintlit%2F2018%2F2018%2F69&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1243?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu%2Fgaintlit%2F2018%2F2018%2F69&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/gaintlit/2018/2018/69?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu%2Fgaintlit%2F2018%2F2018%2F69&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@georgiasouthern.edu


Set It & Forget It!: A self-
sustaining semester-long 
literature assignment for 
an undergraduate 
Genetics course.* 
C. BRIAN ODOM, PHD 
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY 
WINGATE UNIVERSITY 

GaCOIL 2018 



General Information –University 

• 3689 Students (total, not FTE) 
• 963 Graduate Students 
• 2726 Undergraduate Students 
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Department of Biology Stats 

• 450 Biology majors (17% of Undergrads) 
• 10 tenured/tenure track faculty 
•  2 full-time instructors 
•  2 visiting instructors 
•  2 full-time staff members (Prep. & Admin.) 
 

Biology is the single largest program at the University! 
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Biology Curriculum 

5 required courses 
• Bio.150 and 160 (“biology “101 & 102” - type classes) 
Introductory Classes) 

• Bio.240 & 340 (Classical & Molecular Genetics) 
• Senior Seminar (Capstone Senior Course) 
 

All required courses are offered each semester. 
 

Until (‘18- ‘19)  240 & 340  were both only taught by the 
same faculty member! Who also teaches 150, 160, 
Biochem., Parasit., Virology, and Seminar. 
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Biology 340 Stats & Lab 

• Molecular Genetics with Associated Laboratory 
• ~48-72 students per semester (24/lab) 
• 12 Scheduled Laboratory Periods / semester / section. 
• 3 hours allotted for a laboratory time period 
 

One entire laboratory period is dedicated to the Literature 
assignment in order to allow for simultaneous “hands-on” 
work during the presentation of information. 
 
This lab is always held in the Library’s Computer Lab. Due to the 
number of computers the students split into two groups of 12 
students. Each group meets for 1.25  hours. 
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“Lit. Lab” Lesson Plan Overview 

• Discussion of what constitutes the “Scientific 
Literature” 

• Discussion of “Peer Review” 
• Introduction to the EKS Library Holdings 

• Wiley’s Online Library & Elsevier’s Science Direct 
• Search Strategies 

• Boolean Operators 
• “THE ASSIGNMENT” 
• “THE GAME”! 
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What Constitutes Scientific Lit.? 

• Topics Covered 
• Involves the “Scientific Method” 
• Etc. 
 

• Titles Usually Contain the word “Journal” 
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Oops! 
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What about…? 
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The BIG answer is of course, 

•Peer Review! 
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Peer Review I  
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Peer Review II 
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Sorry about the MEMES, but….. 
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The ASSIGNMENT!  
Student View 

• Weekly  Continuing Assignment (entire semester) 
• Locate and read two papers / week 
• Send links to said papers to instructor 
• Follow paper selection limiters, IF GIVEN 
• School week is different from a calendar week. 
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The ASSIGNMENT!  
Instructor’s View 

• Periodically set limiters for weekly papers  
• “one paper this week must mention Elephants” 
• “one paper this week must have a “Smith” as an   author” 
• “one paper this week must have been published in 2016” 

• Sit back and wait for papers to come in… 
• Randomly reply to link emails  

• “See he DOES read them!” 
• Sort through HUNDREDS of emailed links!!!! 
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How Thunderbird Saves the 
Day! 

• Thunderbird is a free, open source Email 
program (Mozilla) 

• Interfaces extremely well with many Email 
providers (especially Gmail) 
 

• Extensive “Toolkit” for email sorting!!!! 
 

• Message Filters are the Key 
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Thunderbird Filters I 
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Thunderbird Filters II 
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Filter Results I 
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Filter Results II 
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Name Level Filters Possible! 
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The Wingate Biology Reference 
Game…. 

• Used at the end of Lit. Lab (time permitting) to 
reinforce Boolean Operators 

• Goal is to get the lowest number of “hits” 
without “Busting” (returning 0 hits) 
 

• Let’s play a quick round….. 
 (Time Permitting) 
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Thank You! ….Any Questions? 
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