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GSC’s nursing program ranked first in Ga.

Special to the George-Anne

Competing with the 30 registered
nurse programs in Georgia and 10
times that number in major colleges
and universities nationwide, GSC'’s
nursing department ranked first in
the state and in the top 14 in the
country + in this year’s national
licensure examination rankings.

““To appreciate what this means
you have to realize that the program
is only five years old and has had
only two graduating classes,” said
Nursing Department Head Em Bevis,
noting that GSC’s tlny non-
traditional endeavor was competing
nationally with “the big, better-
funded and well-established
schools.”

“What’s so amazing to me about
the results is that we are competing
with programs such as Emory, the
University of Alabama, Yale, UCLA,
North Carolina, Penn State,
Michigan, Case Western Reserve and

_all the others,” she said. There are 365

baccalaureate programs in the
nation.

The National Licensure Examina-
tion rankings are ‘determined
annually by comparing the scores on
a uniform test given each July to
graduates of schools in all 50 states
plus the territories of Guam,

‘American Samoa and the Virgin

Islands. Bevis explained that “unlike
sports, the colleges are not put into
competition groupings, but are all
lumped together.”

Bevis labelled national ranking in
the top four percent “a wonder in
itself” for a program with only two
graduating classes to prove itself and
disprove its early critics.

Acknowledging that “some of our

* greatest critics are now our closest

friends,” Bevis remembered the
“‘clamor of opposition” from nursing
leaders, the then-constituted State
Board of Nursing and sister colleges

who “claimed that nursing-should be
taught only in areas of higher
population with access to urban
medical centers and hospitals.”

The department’s focus on rural-
oriented nursing also drew objections

" that the concept was “an untested,

untried and largely risky venture that
would produce unqualified
graduates,” she said.

Advocates of the program
countered with statistics showing
rural Georgia with one of the highest
death and disease rates and lowest
numbers of nurses in the nation, a
disparity they contended must be
addressed by educating nurses in the
area they will serve.

“We believe the nursing should

be taught in settings with people in
need and that the rural areas require
the best, most highly educated and
skilled nurses who are prepared in
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environments similar to those where
they are most critically needed,”

Bevis said. She describes her
colleagues around the state and on
the Board of Nursing as “very
helpful” since the program was
initiated.

The program has succeeded not
only over objections to a uniquely-
designed curriculum and departure
from traditional settings, but over
obstacles to building a high quality
faculty in a small rural school.

Bevis admits that it is not easy to
attract highly qualified faculty to a
“rural area, a small liberal arts
college and a small South Georgia
town to make their lives and build a
career.”

She credits the success of the
program to wide support from the
people of southeastern Georgia and
the college administration, the
commitment of an expert faculty and
the dedication of students, plus
project grants from the Department
of Health and Human Services that
have fiscally underwritten aspects of
the program.

Army ROTC

to offer new
survival course

By BRUCE LAW
News Writer

The Army ROTC program will be
offering a new basic course in back
packing and survival training this
Winter, which will include a trip to
Georgia's barrierisland, Cumberland
Island.

The course, called Back Packing .

and Survival Training, is open to
anyone who has less than 50 credit
hours and wishes to join the ROTC
program.

The course is one part of a three
part program that includes
Mountaineering, which is taught in
the fall, and Marksmanship and Gun
Safety.

The course’ Back Packing and
Survival Training will have different.
subjects that all pertain to the
original theme. Some of the subjects
will be: first aid, land navigation, fire
safety, shelter building, mapreading,
food for survival, and hunting,
fishing, and trapping,

Cumberland Island National
Seashore has been acclaimed as one
of the most beautiful beaches, which
with limited access it also remains
unspoiled, a problem that threatens
other Georgia beaches.

The island is also a Natural
Reserve where wild horses, deer,
waterfowl, and other wild animals
live without the threat of man.
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