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Netters led by play of doubles teams

By CHRIS OWENS
Sports Writer

The popping of tennis balls and the
grunting of players were a few of the
sounds which could be heard last
weekend as GSC held its annual Fall
Tennis Classic.

The Fall Classic is a five-team
tournament which contains three
rounds of singles and three rounds of
doubles. The opponent of each player
18 determined through a draw of
equally ranked players.

The schools competing in this
year’s tournament were Lander
College, North Florida University,
Florida Junior College, Armstrong
State College and GSC. The
tournament was won hy Lander
College, who won 18 matches.

Lander just edged Florida Junior and
GSC, who had 17 and 15 points
respectively. The field was rounded
out by North Florida with nine points
and Armstrong State with seven.

GSC’s strong point in the
tournament was the play of its
doubles teams. “We not only won
seven of nine matches, but we did it
impressively,” said Joe Blanken-
baker, men’s tennis coach.

The first doubles team, which
consisted of number one player Mike
Imbornone and number two Gary
Meanchos, won all three of its
matches without even losing a set. In
fact, of the six sets played, they only
lost 15 games. This earned them the
honor of top doubles team in the
tournament.
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GSC’s second team also won all
three of its matches. Eric Burke and
Ed Wylie, who play numbers fourand
five, make up this duo which remains
unbeaten for the year.

The third team, which is made up
of number three Reiner Becker and
number six Jesse Clarke, fell short of
the precedent—winning only one of
three. But as Coach Blankenbaker
put it, “the team will get better as
Jesse gets more experience playing
doubles.”

“However, and there’s always a
however, our players didn’t fare as
well in singles as they did in doubles,”
said Blankenbaker. “The best
showings were put on by Gary
Meanchos and Eric Burke, both of
whom won twe of three. One of the
bright spots in singles was that
everyone proved they can win. The
rest of the players, Mike Imbornone,
Reiner Becker, Ed Wylie and Jesse Clarke,
all won one game apiece,” he said.

One of the best matches this
weekend was Gary Meanchos’ 4-6, 7-
6, 6-4 win over Florida Junior
College’s top player. “No one really
had control of the match,” said
Meanchos after the win.

Meanchos’ doubles partner, Mike
Imbornone didn’t play as well as most
people had expected him to.

Unlike his play in doubles,
Imbornone became “eratic” at times and
missed shots he says he should have
made. He did, however, play good
tennis. He seemed to play his best
when he, in his own words, “played
aggressively and made the put-away
volleys.”
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Students must pick up
xtheir tickets for the Home-
¥*coming game with Mars Hill »
¥between 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. *

:Wed.nesday (Nov. 9) to Friday :

¥ (Nov. 11). The student must *
:show a validated ID to:
xreceive a ticket. NO STU- ¢
*DENT TICKETS WILL BE*
SAVAILABLE THE DAY OF X
xTHE GAME! Tickets may be 4
¥picked up outside the*
Intramural Office in Hanner. *
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he would have to do something about
the singles.

The team’s next match of the fall
season is this Saturday’s match with
alumni. “This,” said Blankenbaker

“will offer an opportunity for us to
pl ay gof Jd players from the mini-

in action in Fall Classic.
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