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Trisha Keadle

—Bike riding can be dangerous

ALLRIGHT! SPRING-
TIME! The season offers
many opportunities to slap
on a minimal amount of
clothing and rush outside to

e soak up the inviting weather.

N

Bicycles are increasingly
appearing on campus and
roads throughout the town,
due to the warming tempera-
tures, and sadly enough, the
gas price hikes.

This mode of transporta-
tion is excellent exercise, and
is enjoyed by a great portion
of students—that is, if they
don’t get splattered all over
the pavement by inconsider-
ate idiots tooling around in
their pseudo-race cars.

Drivers of cars absolutely
must show more courtesy to
bicycle riders. Bicycles have
just as much right to be on the
road as autos do, but on some
streets of Statesboro and at
GSC, it is downright
dangerous to guide a bike,

“Last year, I got hit by a
truck while riding my bike at
the intersection of Georgia
Avenue and Chandler Road,”
said Jeanee Keesee, a GSC

graduate. “The driver, who
was a student, was not going
to stop, but a witness
recognized him.

“Luckily, I wasn't hurt
geriously. He offered to pay
for the damage done to my
bike, but he skipped town
after the accident and I never
saw him again.”

This type of situation is
inexcusable. While most
drivers of automobiles,
hopefully, are not as careless,
unthinking, and dumb as the
one mentioned above, many
are rude to bicycle riders. It
should be a pleasure to take a
bike ride, not a challenge to
see if it is possible to ride a
mile without being bonkered
off the road.

Auto operators who zoom
within inches of bikers on the
roads often force them to ride
on sidewalks, where they, in
turn, create hazards for

pedestrians and joggers.
Bicycles belong on the
streets, not in the grass and
dirt. People who ride bikes
should try to keep off other
areas where they might run

E)\kers

down someone. However,
thie problem would be
reduced if car drivers would
show bikers a reasonable
amount of respect.

This editorial is not for the
benefit of dare-devils who
cruise down Highway 301 by|
the bowling alley, or in the
middle lane of Fair Road—
they should expect danger-
out situations. But it should
not be difficult to ride in
residential areas, or on
campus, and unfortunately,
it often is.

Bikers are not invisible;
safety devices, such as
reflectors, make bicycles
easgily seen at night, and car
drivers should not act as if
bikers are not on the roads.
Hmmmmm...perhaps if
bicycle riders wore heavily

‘plated armoured suits, riding

might be safer, but it sure
would be a hassle. Considera-
tion for the peddlers is a
much simpler answer. Try it,
all you'irate auto operators.
You might want to take a bike
ride yourself one day.

T2 (g

Credit Where
Credit Due

DEAR EDITOR:

In your issue of April 9, a
journalism major, Steve
Brunner, called for some
changes in the journalism
program here.

He suggested that the
“administration..wnke up
and make some sense out of
the journalism program
by...expanding the faculty to
at least three members...
(and) incorporating the
broadcast and public
relations programs with
journalism’ as a mnew
department.

Well, let’'s give the
administration credit. They
have recommended a third
journalism faculty member
as a high priority item in
their proposed budget, but
whether the new position is
granted by the Chancellor's
office remains to be seen.

After Steve’s column was
published last week, several
faculty members have asked
me if I “put him up to it.”

No. Steve was not “put up
to it.” The column was his
idea and he arrived at his
own conclusions. Some of the
material—the fact that

‘journalism has 106 majors,

for example—did come from
a mini-interview with the
journalism instructors but
the column was strictly
Steve's.

I would like to add,

LETTERS

however, that Steve is a very

bright and perceptive xoung
man.

Ernest Wystt

Journalism

Insecure

DEAR EDITOR:

Once again the Campus
Security Department has
won the weekly Georgia
Southern Duffus Award for
unmeritous service in theline
of no duty. Actually the
“campus security”, if you can
call them as such, should not
receive such a high award,
but since they try so hard I
can see only one alternative,
and that is to give them the
award.

Let's look at what a good
place GSC could be if we did
have a security dept. on
campug. First, we wouldn’t
have to wait for thirty
minutes at the corner of
Herty and Georgia Streets
while the cars coming from
the Hanner Field House
overwhelmed the campus.
Second, our most precious
resource, the students them-
selves wouldn’t be constantly
in danger of being run down
by a speeding motorist.

Third, our visitors on
campus wouldn’t have to see
that their sons and daughters
are virtually unprotected
while attending such a
precious school as GSC. And
they would receive the
common courtesy of receiv-
ing a warning instead of a
summons when they park in

a. visitors parking pla «
Fourth, the fuel sl ortac
would be greatly decreased 1!
we had a security departmeiu
because tiese guys who
claim to be security officers
would be taken off the rcac
and some hard working guys
would take care of such
things as traffic control and
parking lot patrol.

I have seen, with my own
eyes I might add, a certain
“officer” wait in a certain
parking lot until students
park their cars and then write
them tickets without even
giving them a verbal
warning.

No letter to the George-
Anne would be complete
without addressing ones self
to the parking situation on
campus. If we had a
responsible security depari-
ment they would use the
funds received from the
tickets they write to build a
triple deck gold plated
parking lot in the Landurm
parking area, complete with
sauna, shower and elevators.

While I'm atitlet me make
one suggestion, why not
make the campus off-limits to
traffic during the hours of 8
am. to 5 p.m. except for
emergency vehicles and
delivery vehicles then the
problem would be in the
hands of the Statesboro
Police Department...a much
better qualified outfit to
handle the problem than our
psuedo security facilities here.
at GSC.

William J. English

HOW DOES YOUR FUTURE

[[] Does it include travel?

a good salary?

thorough training?

If not, why not try the ARMY —
And do it your way!

The two-year enlistment program

OFFERING: :
— only two years’active duty

— travel in Europe
— gkill training

— plus through the Veteran’s Educational
Assistance Program you will be able to
save up to $7,400 for college!

Toda_y‘a Army Reserve

OFFERING:
— $1,500 cash bonus or $2,000 educational

aid
— good pay
— good training

— a great part-time job!

DO IT YOUR WAY — JOIN THE

For more information on our two great programs

CALL 764-3919

LOOK?

ARMY

























	The George-Anne
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1489524878.pdf.X2x4G

