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University Partners with Statesboro 
Convention and Visitors Bureau to Present 
“Museum On Main” 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2014 

 

Georgia Southern University and the Statesboro Convention and Visitors Bureau (SCVB) have 

teamed up for a “win-win” partnership to bring “Museum on Main” to life, highlighting Statesboro’s 

history for visitors and locals alike, and giving graduate students the opportunity to shine. 

A collaboration between the SCVB, Georgia Southern Museum and the College of Liberal Arts and 

Social Sciences’ Public History Program, the partnership allows students seeking a Master of Social 

Sciences and Master of Arts in history degree to earn an additional certificate of public history while 

completing their coursework.  

“We’ve had a great partnership with the SCVB for many years, but this takes it a step further,” said 

Brent Tharp, Ph.D., director of Georgia Southern Museum. “This will be a fairly unique partnership. 

The great thing is we’re providing the content, artifacts for the collection and our expertise in the 

exhibit, but the SCVB is providing us this beautiful space they’ve designed and renovated with this 

project in mind. In fact, they let our students work with the architect and allowed us to tell them the 

http://www.visitstatesboroga.com/
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kinds of things we thought needed to be in the space. They’ll keep it open and operational. It allows 

our students to work on something that’s not theoretical, it’s practical.” 

The Statesboro Convention and Visitors Bureau will open in its new location at 222 South Main 

Street on Tuesday, Sept. 16, and a large part of the new facility will feature  “Museum on Main,” an 

exhibit highlighting significant pieces of Bulloch County and Statesboro’s history. A 1920s turpentine 

wagon, originally purchased from W.C. Akins & Sons Hardware on East Main Street in Statesboro, 

will be the iconic artifact and permanent installation of the new exhibit. 

“At Georgia Southern Museum, we’ve always had the Mosasaur as our iconic image, so that when 

people see that artifact, they know that it’s here and not anywhere else,” said Tharp. “We wanted to 

do the same thing at ‘Museum on Main.’ It really became quite clear that this piece probably ran up 

and down South Main Street for many years in the 1920s during the turpentine trade, bringing in 

materials, and it had only been purchased less than a mile away from the new SCVB location.” 

Other artifacts will include an original, restored studio chair used at Rustin Photography Studio in 

1908, as well as old photographs of Statesboro families pictured in the chair from around 1910 to 

1914. 

Students in Tharp’s Introduction to Museum Studies seminar class developed the concept for items 

to be displayed in the exhibit, and each year, his students will have the opportunity to update the 

space with new material.  

“It should be a really dynamic space. It’s essentially a lab for the public history students to continue 

to do their work. We may focus on a particular person, group or theme on Bulloch county, 

Statesboro and south Georgia history in that gallery space,” he said. 

Statesboro Convention and Visitors Bureau will be open to the public on Wednesday, Sept. 17, 

Monday – Thursday from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. and Fridays from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.  There is no admission 

fee to visit “Museum on Main.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New York Times Bestselling Author to Present 
Fries Lecture at Georgia Southern University 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2014 

Georgia Southern University will host Susan Orlean, The New York 

Times bestselling author and staff writer for the New Yorker, as 

the 2014 Norman Fries Distinguished Lectureship Series speaker 

on Tuesday, Sept. 23 at 7 p.m. in the Nessmith-Lane Conference 

Center, 847 Plant Drive. Her presentation titled “Learning By the 

Book: A Writer Explores the World of Libraries,” is free and open 

to the public. 

Orlean, who has contributed articles to Vogue, Rolling Stone, 

Esquire and more has been called “a national treasure,” by 

the Washington Post  and praised as “an exceptional essayist,” 

by Publisher’s Weekly. She is the author of several books 

including Saturday Night, a portrait of the varying experience of 

Saturday night in dozens of communities across the United States, 

of which Entertainment Weekly concluded, “I can’t think of a 

better way to spend Saturday night than staying home and reading this book.” She has served as an 

editor for Best American Essays and Best American Travel Writing, and her journalism has been 

compiled into two collections: The Bullfighter Checks Her Makeup: My Encounters with Extraordinary 

People and My Kind of Place: Travel Stories from a Woman Who’s Been Everywhere. Orlean’s work 

has inspired two successful films: “Blue Crush,” the story of young women surfing in Maui, Hawaii 

and “Adaptation,” the metafilm directed by Spike Jonze. Meryl Streep, who portrayed Orlean in the 

latter film, was nominated for an Academy Award, as were costars Nicholas Cage and Chris Cooper 

and writer Charlie Kaufman. Her most recent monograph is a biographical history about the dog 

actor Rin Tin Tin, where she explores the life and legacy of the iconic German shepherd. 

Copies of her books will be on sale in the lobby and she will also autograph books after the lecture. 

The Norman Fries Distinguished Lectureship Series began in 2001. It is funded by an endowment in 

honor of the late Norman Fries, the founder of Claxton Poultry. In his more than 50 years in 

business, Fries built the company from a one-man operation into one of the largest poultry 

production plants in the United States. This year’s Fries Lecture is hosted by the Zach S. Henderson 

Library. 

 

Susan Orlean 
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