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Kirkland

Eagles’ Fastest

Two years ago, Lenny Kirkland
was a part-time left fielder at
Manatee Junior College.

He sat out the 1971 baseball
season, but this year has joined
the Georgia Southern Eagles to
provide one of the main sparks
for their remarkable showing—
currently ranked 16th in the
nation with a 20-10 mark—in their
first year of university status.

Kirkland, a 1968 graduate from
Ocala High School in Ocala, Fla.,
where he lettered in four sports,
is leading Southern in five im-
portant offensive departments.
In 30 games, Kirkland has batted
117 times, banged out 41 hits,
tallied 35 runs, collected 59 total
bases and socked three homers—
all top figures for the Eagles.
Kirkland is batting 350,

WEBB’S

THE STUDENTS DISCOUNT CARD

“Lenny has been a very
pleasant surprise for us,” says
his coach, Ron Polk. “When he
came here, we knew he was a
good outfielder but we really
didn’t expect him to be so out-
standing at the plate.”

Kirkland has started all 30
games for the Eagles, batting in
the leadoff spot and committing
only one error all season at his
cenler field position. His fielding
average is .985.

“I'mreal glad I've been able to
get on base and score some runs
for us,” Kirkland said, “‘and I've
been pretty satisfied with my
hitting. Still, everybody needs to
try to improve.”

And Kirkland will improve,
according to his coach.

“Lenny has been improving all
year,” Polk commented. “He’s
gotanother year of eligibility left,
and he’s going to get better,

“If Kirkland develops a strong
throwing arm,” he added, ‘‘he

4 could be a very good professional

prospect.”

Kirkland has the speed—his 4.0
from home to first is the fastest
on the team—and he’s proven he
can hit, but so far has not set his
sights on a pro baseball career,

The current season is more on

Kirkland's mind as the Eagles
prepare for the toughest part of
their 1972 schedule.

USGF Meet Nears

Gymnasts Prepare

The top gymnasts in the
country are in final preparations
for the United States Gymnasties
Federation All-Around Gym-
nastics Championships set for
May 7-9 at Georgia Southern.

The competition, which will
decide the 1972 all-around
gymnastics champion for both
men and women, will be held in
the W.S. Hanner Fieldhouse. The
three-day event will also serve as
the final qualifying competition
before the Olympic Trials for
the men and will be the first
Olympic Trial for the women,

Yoshi Takei, a graduate
student at Georgia Southern and
acting assistant gymnastics
coach, is the defending all-around
champion.

Among the most outstanding
men scheduled for the com-
petition are Yoshi Hayasaki, a
two-time winner of the NCAA all-
around title at the University of
Washington and the 1969 AAU all-
around champion. He is currently
a graduate student at the
University of Illinois.

Also competing will be Tom
Linder, a senior at Southern
Illinois, who recently won the
Nissen Award for the outstanding
all-around gymnast in the United
States.

John Ellas, another graduate
student at Georgia Southern, will
come into the competition as a
gold medal winner in the parallel
bars at the 1971 Pan American
Games.
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John Ellas prepares for USGF's

Among the women competing
is Cathy Rigby, the number one
woman gymnast in the country,
who is the only person ever to win
a medal for the United States in
world gymnastics competition.

Kim Chase of Palm Beach
Gardens, Florida, will also be
competing in the U.S.G.F. meet
and currently holds the number
three national ranking.

Compulsories for men 'and
women are scheduled for Sunday,
May 7, from 1-4:30 p.m. and 5-
9:30 p.m. Optionals for men and

women will be held Monday, May

8, from 9 am.-1:30 p.m. and 5-

9:30 p.m. Individual finals for
men and women are scheduled
for Tuesday, May 9, at 8 p.m.

ICE CREAM

PARLOR

¥
x
*
+*
+*
x
x
x
*
*
*
E
*
¥
*
¥
*
+*
*
*
¥
*
*

x

B A S A EASERE RS R R R R R R R SRR R R R R E R I IR IR IR T e e s

Shakes
Burgers
Chicken
Soft Drinks
Dogs
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Banana Splits

Home of

Dipper Dan
Ice Creams

e R E R R S S R R

* ¥

-

LR R R R ESE R RS S R R R R e R R e R R E R R R R

e










	The George-Anne
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1489076402.pdf.fOUyF

