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OUR JOURNEY
AUTHORS/RESEARCHERS

20+ YEARS IN EDUCATION

DISTRICT LEVEL EXPERIENCES

LITERACY CONSULTANTS

FORMER CLASSROOM TEACHERS
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School Demographics:

 97% Free and Reduced
74% African American

3.71 Avg. Teaching 
Experience

660 Students



 

How do we improve 
comprehension?

Improve academic language.  
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What is academic language?  

● It is the language of schools.
● It is the language in textbooks.
● It is the language in 

assessments. 



 

“Academic language is a second 
language, because all literate 
people must learn it to enable 

them to access academic 
content.”

                             Solomon & Rhodes, 1995



 Tiered Vocabulary
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Beck, McKeown, & Kucan, 2002



 Tiered Vocabulary
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Developing  Academic Language 
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Word Consciousness
                              

Create a contagious word 
learning environment. 
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“Deliberately use 

new and 
challenging 

words.”
                                               

(Graves, 2006)



 
Developing  Academic Language 
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Student tasks...
                              
● Describe the setting in this story.
● Summarize this story and explain the 

lesson it teaches. 
● Which detail best supports the theme?
● How does the first paragraph contribute 

to the development of the theme? 
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Summarize this story and explain the 

lesson it teaches.



 



 

Use direct instruction to 
teach academic language. 
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Direct 
Instruction
Graphic 
Organizer



 



 

Make connections to new 
words through synonyms. 
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OSWS 
Graphic 
Organizer



Use synonyms across multiple exposures...
Apply synonyms in 
context…

● Sentences
● Paragraph
● Stories
● Embed in writing

Ex. Sean found art 
class to be 
pointless. 

Ex. The plot of the 
comic book was 
unexciting. 





 
Developing  Academic Language 
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● Sentence Starters  p.9

● Word Banks p.10

● Question Words p.11

● Say This Instead p.12

● Anchor Charts p.13
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Student Interaction



 

Help students 
understand the proper 
academic response. 
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Student Interaction



 

Academic Response

● Use a rubric.
● Model.
● Post.  
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Student Interaction





 
Developing  Academic Language 
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Let’s explore words at a 
deeper level...



 
Show Don’t Tell

Tightening his hands into a fist, 

he punched a hole into the wall.

Pacing back and forth, taking 

slow breaths he sealed his lips 

and secretly allowed one tear to 

slowly, glide down his cheek. 



 Guiding Questions
Who?  Did What?  Where?  

When?  Why?  or How?

Sam was fuming last 

week because he saw 

a stranger throw a 

large rock at his 

friendly dog.
 

The boy was mad.  



 
Questions?
Contact information:   
www.onestopwordshop.com
LaTina Robinson  & Janine Cox 


	Georgia Southern University
	Digital Commons@Georgia Southern
	Mar 6th, 1:15 PM - 2:30 PM

	Crafting Academic Conversations to Engage Today’s Learner
	LaTina T. Robinson Mrs.
	Recommended Citation


	Crafting Academic Conversations to Engage Todayâ•Žs Learner

