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Student performance of ‘The Crucible’ opens 
Feb. 17 

FEBRUARY 14, 2017 

The student cast of the Georgia Southern Opera 

(GSO) and student members of the Georgia 

Southern Symphony will offer a free public 

performance of Robert Ward’s Pulitzer Prize-

winning American opera “The Crucible” on 

Friday, Feb. 17 and Saturday, Feb. 18 at 7:30 

p.m. at the Performing Arts Center, 847 Plant 

Drive. 

More than 50 students have come together to 

make this event a success. The cast, made up of 

21 students, orchestra of 28 students and crew 

of 11 students, have been working on this 

production since October 2016. Jonathan 

Murphy, DMA, has worked diligently with the 

orchestra and singers to prepare these difficult 

scores. In addition to the students, faculty 

member and alumna Jillian Durant will join the 

cast in the role of Abigail and guest tenor. 

“Opera is always a monumental undertaking, but 

this was a different challenge for GSO,” said 

Arikka Gregory, DMA, director of the GSO. “We are accustomed to working with lighter, often 

comedic, subject matter in our shows because those are the operas that are best suited to young 

voices. This is the first time in my 10 years at Georgia Southern that the opera students will perform 

a work this weighty, this dramatic, and this timely.” 

The Arthur Miller play, on which the opera was based, takes place during the 1692 Salem witch trials 

and was written as an allegory for McCarthyism and the Red Scare, which occurred in the United 

States in the 1950s. Miller was himself questioned by the House Committee on Un-American 

Activities in 1956. 

In the performance, several women and men in the town of Salem, Massachusetts are accused of 

witchcraft by a group of young girls led by Abigail Williams. Her jealousy of John Proctor’s wife, 

http://calendar.georgiasouthern.edu/event/georgia_southern_department_of_music_present_opera-_the_crucible_by_robert_ward#.WKMP4fkrKUk
http://calendar.georgiasouthern.edu/event/georgia_southern_department_of_music_present_opera-_the_crucible_by_robert_ward#.WKMP4fkrKUk


Elizabeth, leads Abigail to accuse Elizabeth of witchcraft. John himself is eventually accused and 

hangs rather than confessing, proclaiming that he would rather die than sully his family’s name. 

“‘The Crucible’ has become a popular classic in American opera for good reason,” said Gregory. “The 

score is lush, challenging and powerful, yet so well-suited to the text and idiom that the ear seems 

to somehow recognize music it has not heard before. And the timeless story, though well-known by 

many, never loses its impact.” 

Media or press are invited to attend evening rehearsals this week. Full dress rehearsal will take place 

on Wednesday and Thursday. 

To learn more about the University ensembles, 

visit http://class.georgiasouthern.edu/music/ensembles/. 

Georgia Southern University, a public Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers 

more than 125 degree programs serving 20,673 students. Through eight colleges, the University 

offers bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of academic 

achievement. Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered and hands-on approach to 

education. Visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu. 
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Georgia Southern University Participating in 
2017 RecycleMania Tournament 

FEBRUARY 14, 2017 

 

Center for Sustainability intern, Cortney Johnson gives President Jaimie Hebert, Ph.D., an Eagle box 

to collect his recycling for RecycleMania 2017. 

RecycleMania, the premier collegiate recycling competition managed by Keep America Beautiful, is 

currently underway at Georgia Southern University, and is encouraging students to reduce, reuse, 

recycle and compost the most on campuses across the country. 

The competition, hosted by the Center for Sustainability (CfS), kicked off on Feb. 5 and runs for a 

total of eight weeks through April 1. During the first week, 8,020 pounds of waste have already 

been recycled. 

“Last year, we recycled 83,620 pounds over the eight weeks — a 9,300 pound improvement over 

2015. We want to keep that upward trend going,” said Lissa Leege, director of the CfS. “Every item 

we recycle saves Georgia Southern money and keeps valuable materials from taking the 120 mile 

trip to the landfill in Dry Branch, Georgia.” 



Hundreds of participating colleges and universities are competing in several categories based on the 

weight of recycling, food organics and waste reduction collected. Each week, schools report their 

data and use updated rankings to rally students and staff with educational activities, displays and 

other outreach efforts. 

“Georgia Southern has assembled a great support team including Division of Facilities Services, CfS, 

Housing, Auxiliary Services and Southern Adventures to help make RecycleMania a success – now 

we need you! Recycle your aluminum cans in the new green bins, give your plastic bottles and 

cardboard a new life and purge your papers,” Leegee added. 

Georgia Southern will bring back “Get Caught Green Handed” sightings this year, in which students, 

faculty and staff caught recycling, drinking from a reusable mug, or engaging in other sustainable 

behaviors will win prizes and have their photos posted on social media. Thanks to a new partnership 

with Tech Corner, “green-handed” winners and their catchers will be entered in a drawing to win 

bluetooth headphones and speakers at the end of the eight-week competition. 

Back for a second year, residence halls will compete with each other to recycle the most through the 

residence hall recycling incentive program. The winning hall will enjoy a pizza and wings party and 

will be awarded a travelling RecycleMania trophy until 2018. 

New this year, the CfS and Southern Adventures will host a Recycled Boat Regatta during which 

teams will build boats from recycled materials and race them on Lake Ruby. Teams can enter 

through the CfS website to compete in the regatta at 4 p.m. on March 9. Look for the Center’s 

lunch-time tabling events at the Union and the Library featuring spin-the-prize-wheel for recycling 

trivia. 

“RecycleMania is an effective tool for colleges and universities to educate their students and staff 

about recycling and waste reduction,” said Alec Cooley, Keep America Beautiful director of recycling 

programs and RecycleMania’s program manager. “The program provides a fun, interactive 

framework for sustainability officers and student environmental groups to communicate the benefits 

of recycling in a way that resonates on college campuses. Most important, it helps to cultivate a new 

generation of recycling ambassadors and community stewards.” 

RecycleMania is made possible with the generous sponsorship support of Alcoa Foundation, The 

Coca-Cola Company, CyclePoint® from SourceAmerica® and Rubbermaid Commercial Products®, 

with comprehensive program management by Keep America Beautiful. Georgia Southern’s 

participation in the tournament is made possible in part by Student Sustainability Fees. 

Since the competition launched in 2001, millions of students from more than 760 colleges and 

universities have recycled and composted roughly 820 million pounds of material during the 

http://academics.georgiasouthern.edu/sustainability/


tournament timeframe. Together, tournament participants have prevented the release of nearly 2.3 

million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent, which is comparable to removing 524,600 million 

passenger vehicles from the road for one year. 

Contact information for specific campuses is available to news media by calling 843.278.7686 or 

emailing helpline@recyclemaniacs.org. To learn more about RecycleMania, 

visit http://recyclemaniacs.org/. 

About RecycleMania 

The RecycleMania program is governed by a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization called RecycleMania, 

Inc. made up of a board of directors who are recycling and sustainability managers from 

participating universities. For more information, visit http://recyclemaniacs.org. 

About Keep America Beautiful 

At Keep America Beautiful, we want to ensure that beauty is our lasting signature. A leading national 

nonprofit, Keep America Beautiful inspires and educates people to take action every day to improve 

and beautify their community environment. We envision a country where every community is a 

clean, green, and beautiful place to live. Established in 1953, Keep America Beautiful provides the 

expertise, programs and resources to help people End Littering, Improve Recycling, and Beautify 

America’s Communities. The organization is driven by the work and passion of more than 620 state 

and community-based Keep America Beautiful affiliates, millions of volunteers, and the support of 

corporate partners, municipalities, elected officials, and individuals. To donate or take action, visit 

kab.org. Follow us on Twitter and Instagram, like us on Facebook, or view us on YouTube. 

About Georgia Southern University 

Georgia Southern University, a public Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers 

more than 125 degree programs serving 20,673 students. Through eight colleges, the University 

offers bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of academic 

achievement. Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered and hands-on approach to 

education. Visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu. 
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