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Georgia Southern University Students to 
Witness History 
JANUARY 3, 2009 

Ten exceptional students from Georgia Southern University have 
been selected to attend the Presidential Inauguration in 
Washington D.C. on Jan. 20. 

To be considered for selection, students were asked to provide a 
description of their campus community involvement and to write a 
500-word essay discussing why they wanted to attend the 
inauguration. Ten students were chosen by a selection committee 
for their leadership qualities and to serve as representatives of 
Georgia Southern’s diverse student body. 

‘The selection committee chose students who had outstanding 
essays and who had displayed commitment to various organizations and activities. Selected students 
also displayed a desire to share their experiences in D.C. with the campus and community,” said 
Janna Pennington, Georgia Southern’s coordinator of service learning. 

The inauguration trip, organized by The Division of Student Affairs and Enrollment Management and 
the Office of Student Leadership and Civic Engagement, will serve as a learning experience and a 
chance for students to witness history in the making. 

The trip will also allow one student to see her campaign efforts pay off. Cindy Ann Kilgo, a member 
of Young Democrats, was a volunteer for President-Elect Barack Obama. Kilgo and three other 
students, who are involved in Student Government, will have the opportunity to see the political 
process at work. 

‘Barack Obama has inspired millions of Americans with his message of hope and change,” said 
Pennington. ‘I hope that this trip will inspire a group of Georgia Southern students to strive for 
change in their local communities.” 

Georgia Southern University, a Carnegie Doctoral/Research University, offers more than 110 degree 
programs serving nearly 18,000 students. Through eight colleges, the University offers bachelors, 
masters, and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of academic achievement. The 
University, one of Georgia’s largest, is a top choice of Georgia’s HOPE scholars and is recognized for 
its student-centered approach to education. Visit: www.georgiasouthern.edu. 
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