Georgia Southern University

Digital Commons@Georgia Southern
Newsroom

Office of Strategic Communications & Marketing

Newsroom
February 25, 2008

Georgia Southern University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/newsroom
Part of the Higher Education Commons
Recommended Citation
Georgia Southern University, "Newsroom" (2008). Newsroom. 287.
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/newsroom/287

This article is brought to you for free and open access by the Office of Strategic Communications & Marketing at Digital Commons@Georgia
Southern. It has been accepted for inclusion in Newsroom by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons@Georgia Southern. For more
information, please contact digitalcommons@georgiasouthern.edu.

Georgia Southern University partners with
National Nanotechnology Manufacturing
Center
FEBRUARY 25, 2008

Georgia Southern University’s Department of Mechanical and Electrical Engineering Technology has
established a new partnership with the National Nanotechnology Manufacturing Center (NNMC) that
will give graduate students and faculty in the Allen E. Paulson College of Science and Technology
(COST) direct access to the latest in nanotechnology equipment.
Located in Swainsboro, Ga., the NNMC is a not-for-profit corporation created to promote the rapid
commercialization of nanotechnology for commercial and military applications by insuring efficient
manufacturing resources.
Hung-Ming Cheng and Frank Goforth, two assistant professors in the University’s Department of
Mechanical and Electrical Engineering Technology, are lending their expertise in nanotechnology
applications to the NNMC.
‘The center is funded by state and federal grants to attract nanotechnology manufacturing
businesses to rural Georgia,” Goforth said. ‘They are actively recruiting venture businesses to locate
their manufacturing operations in Swainsboro, and they desired local technical talent familiar with
manufacturing and nanotechnology as a resource to support the startup of these ventures, should
they need a local resource. Dr. Cheng and I fill that need.”
Nanotechnology is defined by the U.S. National Nanotechnology Initiative as ‘the science,
engineering and technology related to the understanding and control of matter at the length scale of
approximately one to 100 nanometers.” A nanometer is one billionth of a meter. To put that into
perspective, the width of the average human hair is 100,000 nanometers.
For the past several weeks, the NNMC has been installing nanotechnology equipment, including a
Nanoink DPN unit that will be used primarily to develop the processes for nano-electrical circuits and
similar devices. It is the only Nanoink DPN unit in the state of Georgia.
‘Dr. Cheng and I have been attending the training sessions for the equipment so that we can be a
resource to resolve any issues new ventures may have with the equipment,” Goforth said. ‘We can
use the equipment when it is not being used by any of the ventures, and graduate students within
the department will learn how to operate it.”
Given its location and the programs offered by COST, Georgia Southern is a natural partner for the
NNMC.
‘A primary decision in any technology business location decision is access to properly educated
employees, and the University System of Georgia has some of the best nanotechnology research
programs in the world,” Goforth said. ‘The cost of manufacturing in a high-technology research
environment is prohibitive, but high-technology manufacturing operations do not usually fall far from
the tree of knowledge. Convenient access is important. That’s why southeast Georgia and Georgia
Southern University are attractive to nanotechnology companies.

‘Georgia Southern’s practice-oriented engineering technology program enables us to educate a
workforce to develop and apply technology, and southeast Georgia offers an attractive
manufacturing infrastructure.”
Georgia Southern University, a Carnegie Doctoral/Research University, offers more than 120 degree
programs serving nearly 17,000 students. Through eight colleges, the University offers bachelor’s,
master’s and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of academic achievement. The
University, one of Georgia’s largest, is a top choice of Georgia’s HOPE scholars and is recognized for
its student-centered approach to education. Visit: www.georgiasouthern.edu .

The Women’s Forum at Georgia Southern will
feature address by Mrs. United Nation U.S.
FEBRUARY 25, 2008

The reigning Mrs. United Nation U.S. will deliver the keynote address at The Women’s Forum at
Georgia Southern University.
Angelique Harville will speak on Wednesday, April 2, in the Nessmith-Lane Continuing Education
Building on the campus of Georgia Southern University.
Harville graduated from Georgia Southern with a bachelor’s degree in child and family development.
She was crowned Mrs. United Nation U.S. 2007 in August.
Sponsored by the Continuing Education Center at Georgia Southern, The Women’s Forum is an
opportunity for women to socialize, network and address issues that face their gender. The forum is
intended to help women examine their own careers and learn from each other about ways to
balance jobs and personal lives.
Known for her shining optimism and great zest for life, Harville co-owns and operates a graphic
design business, HarvilleDesign, with her husband. While encouraging the healthy development of
children is a growing passion for her, she has remained devoted to her ultimate goal of promoting
community involvement in people of all ages.
The Women’s Forum will begin at 11:30 a.m. Participants will have time to socialize and browse
exhibitor booths before Harville makes her presentation at noon. The program will end at 1 p.m.
The fee for The Women’s Forum is $25 per person. To register,
visit http://ceps.georgiasouthern.edu/conted/womensforumregister.html or call (912) 681-5551.
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programs serving nearly 17,000 students. Through eight colleges, the University offers bachelor’s,
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