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“A Life Done Right” explores the legacy of Erk 
Russell 
AUGUST 15, 2008 

 

The spirit of Statesboro’s local legend, Erk Russell, will come to life on the stage of the Averitt 
Center’s Emma Kelly Theater Friday, Aug. 22 at 7:30 p.m. in ‘A Life Done Right: The Living Legacy 
of Erk Russell.” The play continues at the Averitt on Aug. 23, 24, 27 and 28, then moves to Georgia 
Southern University’s Black Box Theatre Sept. 5-7. Matinee and evening show times are listed 
below. 

‘A Life Done Right” is a collaborative production of the Erk Russell Oral History and Performance 
Project. Based on interviews with people who knew Erk, the play is directed by Rebecca Kennerly, 
assistant professor of communication studies at Georgia Southern University. Kennerly compiled and 
edited the interviews and adapted them for the stage, using a script outline and historical overview 
by Scott Garner. Twenty local actors, including community members and GSU faculty, staff, and 
students, will take part in the production. 

The collaborative project began when Tim Chapman, executive director of the Averitt Center for the 
Arts, approached Kennerly about doing a show based on oral history interviewing. At first a bit 
overwhelmed by the enormity of the project, Kennerly says that with support from Chapman and 
the collaborative effort in the community, she’s been able to enjoy the experience. 

‘This was a different way to build a script,” said Kennerly. ‘We used a discussion-based oral history 
interviewing research method. I trained a volunteer team of interviewers, who went into the 
community to ask questions of people who knew Erk well.” 

The two-hour show has an introduction and four scenes, but no Erk Russell character. He will ‘speak 
for himself” through the magic of video clips shown during the production. 

Tickets for all shows are on sale at the Averitt Box Office at the Emma Kelly Theater, downtown 
Statesboro. Tickets for the performances at Georgia Southern will be available until noon on the day 
of the performance at the Averitt Box Office. Cost of the tickets will be $13 for a regular admission, 
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$8 for Georgia Southern students with ID, and $8 for children under 12. Proceeds of the 
performances at Georgia Southern will go to the Patti Pace Memorial Fund to support the Black Box 
Theatre. The project is partially funded by at Georgia Southern University Faculty Service Grant and 
a grant from the Georgia Council on the Arts. 

To purchase your tickets, visit the Averitt Box Office at the Emma Kelly Theater in downtown 
Statesboro. For more information, call 912-212-ARTS (2787). 

Performance schedule 

Emma Kelly Theatre 

7:30 p.m. Fri., Aug. 22 – Opening Night! 
7:30 p.m. Sat., Aug. 23 – Project Collaborators’ Recognition Night 
2:00 p.m. Sun., Aug. 24 
7:30 p.m. Wed., Aug. 27 
7:30 p.m. Thurs., Aug. 28 – Audience Feedback Night 

Black Box Theatre in the Center for Art and Theatre 

7:30 p.m. - Fri., Sept. 5- Pre-show Pep Rally 
-Faculty and Staff Recognition Day 
Noon- Sat., Sept. 6-Alumni Recognition Day 
2:00 p.m.-Sun., Sept. 7-Georgia Southern Student Day 

 

LivinGreen program to promote 
environmental protection 
AUGUST 15, 2008 

As part of Welcome Week, Georgia Southern University students will 
be encouraged to think green. 
The LivinGreen program will be held on Wednesday, Aug. 20, from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. in and around the Russell Union Student Center 
rotunda. LivinGreen will offer a number of exhibits to educate and 
inspire students on how to reduce their impact on the environment. 

The Office of Student Activities (OSA) will distribute shopping bags 
that list 10 ways Georgia Southern students can live green. OSA will 
also hand out reusable cups; every time students take the cups to an 

Eagle Cinema movie, they will receive free refills of drinks and popcorn. 

In addition, Georgia Power will give away 1,000 energy-efficient light bulbs. Each student who 
completes the Energy Star Change a Light Pledge will receive a free compact fluorescent light. 

Information booths will be set up by several other organizations: Campus Recreation and 
Intramurals/Wellness; Physical Plant Recycle Program; Southern Adventures; SAGE; Office of 
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Sustainability; GeoClub; Center for Wildlife Education; and Student Leadership and Civic 
Engagement. 

Georgia Southern University, a Carnegie Doctoral/Research University, offers more than 120 degree 
programs serving nearly 17,000 students. Through eight colleges, the University offers bachelor’s, 
master’s and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of academic achievement. The 
University, one of Georgia’s largest, is a top choice of Georgia’s HOPE scholars and is recognized for 
its student-centered approach to education. Visit: www.georgiasouthern.edu. 
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