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Empty Bowl Project raises record donation for Statesboro Food 
Bank 
November 12, 2012 

A record $3,930 was raised for the Statesboro Food Bank during Betty Foy 
Sanders Department of Art’s annual chili bowl sale on Thursday, Oct. 18. Hundreds of handcrafted bowls were sold in 
just three hours during the sale, held in conjunction with the Department’s Empty Bowl Project. 

“The sale was a great success,” said Project Coordinator and Ceramics Professor Jeff Schmuki. “This is the largest amount 
that this event has ever raised, and I am proud of the students for their hard work.” 

The annual chili bowl sale took place at the Fielding S. Russell Union Rotunda on Georgia Southern’s campus. Handmade 
bowls were filled with chili and sold for a $10 donation. The patrons kept the bowls as a reminder of those in need in 
Statesboro and Bulloch County. The sale was a part of the Department of Art’s Empty Bowl Project, through which 
ceramic students prepared nearly 20 bowls each during the weeks leading up to the sale. The ceramic studio also 
opened to the community to demonstrate and teach the art of throwing bowls. 

“This project is about those less fortunate, and the larger picture is that it takes the community coming together to 
make a difference and solve issues like hunger,” said Schmuki. 

Operations Director of the Statesboro Food Bank Joe Bill Brannon accepted the donation check from the students this 
week. 

“This is, I believe, the largest single donation ever made to the Statesboro Food Bank,” Brannon said. “This money is a 
big deal for us!” 

Brannon explained that monetary donations to the food bank have decreased this year, while the need for its services 
has continued to rise. 

“We have families that were able to donate to us last year, that are now in financial constraints and in need our services 
this year,” he said. 

The money raised by the Empty Bowl Project will purchase more than 18,000 cans of food, which according to Brannon 
is nearly a two-month supply for the Food Bank. 

“This is a much needed donation,” he said. 

The Statesboro Food Bank is the largest food supplier in this area. Brannon explained that it even assists surrounding 
counties in locating food donations when that county’s supplies are running low. He attributes much of the continued 
success and sustainability of the Statesboro Food Bank to Georgia Southern University. 

“Not another county near us can come close to the what we have at the Statesboro Food Bank and much of that is 
thanks to Georgia Southern University,” he said. 
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Brannon explained that not only the economic impact of the University, but also the generosity of the students and 
faculty with both their time and donations of canned food help drive the food bank. 

For more information about the Statesboro Food Bank or to donate call (912) 489-3663 or email Brannon at 
alionfirst@gmail.com. 

The 2012 Empty Bowl Project was sponsored in part by Statesboro Lions Club and Georgia Southern University’s 
Catering Services. 

The Betty Foy Sanders Department of Art at Georgia Southern University is committed to offering quality undergraduate 
and graduate degree programs that prepare students to become professional artists, designers, art historians and 
industry executives. An accredited member of the National Association of Schools of Art and Design, the Department 
offers a comprehensive curriculum encompassing the practical, theoretical and historical aspects of the visual arts. For 
more information about the department, please visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu/art. 

 

University welcomes 450 middle schoolers for Model UN event 

November 9, 2012 

Georgia Southern University’s Department of Political Science and Division of Continuing Education presents the Middle 
School Model United Nations Conference on Nov. 8 and 9 at the Fielding S. Russell Union. The all-day event will feature 
more than 450 student delegates from 20 schools across Georgia and South Carolina. 

“This is actually the first of three Model UNs that the University is sponsoring this year,” said Barry Balleck, Ph.D., chair 
of the Department of Political Science. “The second will be tailored to high school students and held on campus in the 
Nessmith-Lane Conference Center, and the third will feature another 400 middle schoolers and will be held at the 
Coastal Georgia Center in Savannah.” 

The Model UN was created shortly after the founding of the United Nations in 1945 with the goal of providing students 
an opportunity to gain greater understanding of international events and the global community. To participate in Model 
UN, students select from more than 190 countries and nonprofit organizations – such as the International Red Cross or 
Greenpeace – and then serve as their organizations’ representatives during the conference. The students learn about 
their countries’ positions on critical domestic and global issues and act as diplomats to represent their countries’ points 
of view. Through Model UN, students learn the complexities of diplomacy – including the compromise associated with 
writing resolutions and securing their passage – and the art of parliamentary procedures. 

“We feel that the diversity of schools participating in our Model UN indicates the reach and popularity of the conference 
and its continued reputation for academic excellence,” Balleck said. “Most, if not all, of the students come away from 
the Model United Nations experience with a renewed appreciation for the process of peace and understanding, and 
many, if not all, come to realize that global cooperation cannot be achieved by being passive bystanders.” 

Georgia Southern’s Model United Nations program has been in existence for 40 years, making it one of the longest-
standing continuous Model UN programs in the country. The University’s National Model United Nations delegation 
consists of 20 students who were competitively selected through a process that included interviews about their interest 
in and knowledge of global affairs. The University students have the full obligation of planning and implementing each of 
the three Model United Nations Conferences, and each member of the Georgia Southern delegation serves as a 
committee chair and/or rapporteur of the various committees represented at the conferences. Nearly 75 additional 
University students also participate in the Model UNs through classroom activities such as required observations of 
procedures during the conferences. This year, the Department of Admissions will also conduct campus tours as part of 
the Middle School Model United Nations Conference, a service that was requested by past conference participants and 
their teachers and parents. 
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