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The hype of the Great 
American Total Solar 
Eclipse finally came to an 

end on Monday, August 21 
at 2:45pm. Many students 
were able to enjoy the eclipse 
while school was still in ses-
sion as professors cancelled 
their classes for the day. 

Senior biology major, 
Megan Odom, was ready for 
the eclipse.

“Yes, I care about the 
eclipse. I have never seen one 
before in my lifetime, and I 

may not get the opportunity 
to see one again. Even though 
I don’t have eclipse glasses, I 
still am excited to see the ef-
fects of it.”

Undeclared sophomore, 

Jacob Ivester, was less excit-
ed about the eclipse. 

“I don’t really get the 
hype because it has no real 
effect on me or the outcome 
of my life. It gets dark every-
day, and the only difference 
for this is that it happens for 
only a few minutes during the 
day.” 

Anyone that missed the 
eclipse can catch the next two 
in 2019 and 2024, though nei-
ther will pass directly through 
North America. While eight 
more solar eclipses will  hap-
pen worldwide over the next 
ten years, only a select few 
will be visible in North Amer-
ica. 

Junior theatre major, Jor-
dan Soto, is excited about the 
next eclipse in 2024. 

“I’m still looking forward 
to it! As long as we can see 
more of it because today just 
seemed like any other rainy 
day.”  

Senior Lecturer of As-
tronomy and Physics, Donna 
Mullenax, says Armstrong 
State University was not in 
the path of totality: Savan-
nah had 97% coverage. This 
means the moon covered 97% 
of the Sun from our view in 
Savannah.

“The path of totality cut 

through Georgia, but only 
through the extreme north-
east corner, including Rabun, 
Towns, Stephens, Habersh-
am, White and Union coun-
ties.”

Since Savannah was near 
the end of the eclipse’s path, 
coverage did not begin for us 
until 1:15 pm and ended at 
4:09 pm, with our maximum 
coverage at 2:46 pm. 

Local stores sold out of 
certified solar eclipse glass-
es weeks before the event, so 
many students worried about 
acquiring glasses to safely 
watch the eclipse. Their wor-
ries were largely unwarranted 
since rainy weather blocked 
what could have been, what 
Mullenax called “spectacu-
lar.”

Odom also said it was a 
bit disappointing. “I’m not 
as excited [to see the next 
eclipse] as I was for this one.” 

While the eclipse was 
masked by a rain cloud in 
Savannah, millions of people 
along the line of totality had 
the chance to experience the 
entire solar eclipse.

More information on 
this year’s eclipse and future 
eclipses worldwide can be 
found at www.nasa.gov or 
timeanddate.com. 

Students and Professors view Eclipse in Savannah 

On the Labor Day week-
end of Sept. 1-3, Armstrong’s 
International Student Orga-
nization (ISO) is hosting a 
camping retreat to St. Simon’s 
Island, Ga. St. Simon’s Island 
is the largest barrier island 
within a cluster of islands that 
makes up the Golden Isles. 

International students and 
students who have previously 
participated in a study abroad 
program are encouraged to 
apply. However, current stu-
dents may also apply if avail-
ability remains open. 

The event’s registration 
fee was originally $93 but has 
been reduced to $50 as ISO 

has agreed to pay for half of 
the cost of the fee. The reg-
istration fees include cabin 
housing, all meals and trans-
portation to and from St. Si-
mon’s Island. The deadline 
to apply and register for the 
camping retreat is Aug. 28. 

Participating students of 
the event will be residing in 
the Aldergate youth cabins at 
Epworth by the Sea, facilities 
used by Armstrong for past 
events.

The group will be ac-
companied by the Director 
of International Education, 
Dr. Mertz-Weigel and Inter-
national Student Services 
Program Coordinator, Sara 
Nobles. Team Leaders ISO 
President Samuel Sanya and 

Vice President Kaushal Patel 
will be leading students in 
games, exercises and work-
shops.

Program participants 
will be able to enjoy camp-
ing in the cabins, creating 
camp fires, field games and 
a scavenger hunt, swimming, 
icebreakers, team building 
exercises and leisure time to 
explore St. Simon’s Island. 

An important aspect of 
the retreat is to facilitate team 
building exercises and stu-
dent bonding. Group events 
will help students build skills, 
understand conflict styles, 
successfully navigate inter-
personal relations and under-
stand different cultural and 
societal norms. 

Members of ISO and 
their team of executives in-
clude students from western 
Europe, Wales, India, Nige-
ria, Kenya, Jamaica and Viet-
nam. The main purpose of the 
retreat is fostering communi-
ty between students. 

The retreat will give stu-
dents an opportunity to get 
out of Savannah and make 
friends. Students will engage 
in viewing different perspec-
tives while meeting people 
from various backgrounds, 
including race, class, gender, 
sexuality and those who are 
not able-bodied. Worthy of 
note is that Epworth by the 
Sea’s recreation centers are 
entirely handicap accessible.

“Icebreakers are always 

fun, we [ISO] put in a lot of 
work to share useful informa-
tion for students during their 
time in the U.S. as well as 
back in their home country.” 
Nobles said. 

The itinerary for the re-
treat is broken into one day 
segments throughout the du-
ration of the three day stay 
and is available via Arm-
strong’s ISO page. 

ISO will also be offering 
events throughout the fall se-
mester including club meet-
ings, cultural celebrations, 
International Cafe, Interna-
tional Day of Peace, Interna-
tional Education Week, Taste 
of the World and Discover 
Belize. More information will 
become available as the dates 

approach. 
The informal mission 

statement of ISO is to aid 
“current international stu-
dents and domestic students 
[to] come together to cele-
brate their unique heritag-
es… no matter where you are 
from, you will find family 
and friendship at Armstrong!” 
ISO also promotes “diversity, 
acceptance and friendship.” 

For more information on 
ISO, please visit their office 
on campus in Gamble Hall in 
room 110, or add their group 
“Armstrong International 
Student Organization” on 
Facebook.

International Student Organization Hosting Camping Retreat
LILA MILLER
A&E EDITOR

With the second week of 
the semester under your belts, 
it’s time to switch back to 
school mode.  Everyone has 
a specific ritual to prepare 
for the semester, such as go-
ing school supply shopping 

or waiting a till the first week 
to buy textbooks.  Regard-
less, there are a few common 
back-to-school essentials that 
every Pirate needs to know to 
start their semester.

The most overlooked 
back-to-school essential is a 
planner, organizer, or agen-

da.  Many students fail to 
utilize the benefits a planner 
can provide.  When used cor-
rectly, an agenda can help you 
stay organized and keep track 
of due dates, meetings, and 
events happening on campus.  

However, the difficult 
part of having an organizer is 
remembering to use and look 
at it.  Once you are in the hab-
it of jotting things down and 
checking it regularly, your 
planner will be a significant 
part of school. Nevertheless, 
when you purchase a planner, 
it is necessary to get a writing 
utensil. 

Samara Johnston, a se-
nior English major, says her 
back-to-school essential “...
is a really good pen.” Pens 
are great writing tool to have 
during a busy semester in 
order to quickly take notes 
or write things down in your 
planner. 

Different colored pens 
can help color code notes, 
outlines, and things in a plan-

ner.  Victoria Peebles, junior 
Education major, likes to pair 
her pens “...with a binder 
filled with separate dividers 
for each class to keep things 
organized.”  Whether it be an 
expensive gel pen or a cheap 
ballpoint, pens paired with an 
organizer can help keep you 
on task.

Although it is obvious 
that school can be mentally 
exhausting, many students 
fail to realize the toll it takes 
on their health.  It is import-
ant, at the very least, to re-
main hydrated during and in 
between classes.  Therefore, 
a reusable water bottle makes 
the list of back-to-school es-
sentials.  

Armstrong makes it easy 
by having water bottle fill-
ing stations in several of the 
buildings on campus. By hav-
ing a reusable water bottle at 
all times, you can stay hydrat-
ed and save costs.  Also, you 
help save the environment by 
reducing your plastic con-

sumption!
S’well water bottles such 

as the brand S’well, keep liq-
uids cold for 24 hours and hot 
for 12 hours, and come in all 
kinds of fun prints and colors.  
Retail stores, like Wal-Mart 
or the Armstrong bookstore, 
have numerous options of 
cost-friendly reusable water 
bottles.

All over campus you find 
students with headphones in 
their ears.  It is almost un-
avoidable to listen to music 
in between classes.  Thus, a 
good music playlist is a back-
to-school essential.

Whether you make your 
own or find one online, a 
good playlist can help keep 
you focused while studying, 
doing homework, and writing 
essays. Spotify has a variety 
of playlists designed specifi-
cally for studying and offers 
a student discount for Spo-
tify Premium. So, pick your 
tunes, and get to studying!

The final back-to-school 

essential is a portable charger. 
During a full day of classes, 
your phone is bound to die. 
What’s worse than being 
stuck on campus with a dead 
phone? With only a few out-
lets in each classroom, it’s not 
guaranteed that you’ll find a 
spot near one. 

Portable chargers make it 
easy to quickly charge your 
phone in your backpack or 
pocket. The convenience of 
the charger will provide an 
ease of mind and emergency 
solution to your electronic 
devices.  However, make sure 
it’s charged before you leave 
home!

In the event that you are 
struggling to transition into 
the semester, use these back-
to-school essentials to help 
ease your way.  There are 
more options that you can 
use additionally, but these 
are common among the Arm-
strong campus.  

Armstrong Back-to-School Essentials 

PAIGE SCOTT
STAFF WRITER

Two Armstrong students come fully prepared with eclipse glasses to watch the event on Tybee Island.

A few back to school items that are essential for success. (Mitchell Mc-
Duffie)
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Armstrong’s Housing 
Department held its semi-an-
nual Block Party on the brick 
pathway between Windward 
Commons and Compass 
Point on August 19. 

The Housing Department 
holds this event at the begin-
ning of the fall and spring 
semester to engage new and 
returning students and en-
courage proactivity in on 
campus. 

The company Fun Times 
that offers attractions at many 
events on campus throughout 
the year provided this year’s 
amenities as well. Many of 
the different organizations 
and clubs on campus set up 
tables to engage with the stu-
dents and give them informa-
tion on what they are about.

This year the Block Party 
coincided with the Meet the 
Greeks event where students 
can meet the representatives 
of the different fraternities 
and sororities on campus. The 
Meet the Greeks event had 
representatives from the Al-
pha Sigma Tau, Delta Sigma 
Theta, Tri Sigma sororities 
and the Kappa Sigma and Pi 
Kappa Alpha fraternities this 
year, and started earlier in the 
afternoon with the Block Par-
ty following afterwards.

Multiple student organi-
zations and clubs handed out 
flyers, food and water bottles 
in aims to self-promote and to 
accommodate for the swelter-
ing Savannah weather.

Among the many student 
organizations, there were 
ministry groups: the Baptist 
Collegiate Ministry (BCM) 

and the SEEK Catholic Cam-
pus Ministry, the Recreation 
and Wellness Center and re-
search groups: Terrapin Ed-
ucational Research Program 
of Savannah (TERPS) and 
clubs such as the Armstrong 
Pre-Pharmacy Club, the Gay-
Straight Alliance (GSA) and 
Go Green Armstrong.

We stood in at a couple 

of tables. To get an interview 
with club representatives. 
One such table featured the 
TERPS group. The goal for 
the TERPS group is to raise 
awareness for the Terrapin 
Turtles that are commonly 
found in this area around this 
time of year when they are 
nesting and are commonly in 
danger of being run over. The 

place where they are most at 
risk is on Highway 80 that 
leads to Tybee Island. 

“If we find an abandoned 
nest we will bring the eggs 
back to campus and put them 
in an incubator until they are 
ready to hatch. Once they 
hatch we take care of the tur-
tles until they are ready to be 
released back into the wild... 

we always get a good amount 
of people interested in the 
program at events like these 
who start regularly attend-
ing the meetings” explained 
Chelsie Miles, research stu-
dent for TERPS.

Another table featured 
BCM where Campus Minis-
ter Tony Branham welcomed 
students and facilitated out-

reach. “These events are very 
beneficial. They are definite-
ly worthwhile and always 
bring in people. We were able 
to get a lot of students’ emails 
today so we can keep them up 
to date on our events,” Bran-
ham said.

Many students enjoyed 
what the Block Party had to 
offer. Here are some remarks 
by attendees at the event. 
“My third semester [living on 
campus] is going very well. I 
like all of my roommates that 
I’m living with and the rooms 
in Compass Point are very 
nice and comfortable,” Soph-
omore mechanical engineer-
ing major Austin Webb said.

Housing director Nick 
Shrader and assistant director 
Katie Fester were delighted 
that the students were enjoy-
ing themselves.

“These events are about 
giving the students an oppor-
tunity to engage with others 
and see what the campus has 
to offer,” Shrader said. “The 
Block Party is a big commu-
nity builder. It really helps all 
of the organizations reach out 
to students and the residential 
students in particular.” Fester 
elaborated.

They mentioned having 
student enjoyment in mind 
organizing the Block Party, 
and every year when they try 
refine the event by bringing 
back popular attractions and 
orchestrating new activities.

The Housing Depart-
ment will be organizing more 
on-campus events in the up-
coming months, more details 
will be available as the dates 
approach.

Housing’s Semi-Annual Block Party Welcomes New Students
MADISON WATKINS
STAFF WRITER

On August 18, the Orig-
inal Pinkie Masters hosted a 
book release party for local 
author Zach Powers’ latest 
book, “100 Things to Do in 
Savannah Before You Die.”

Powers’ book hit shelves 
in stores and online August 
16 with a release party on Au-
gust 18 at local downtown Sa-
vannah bar, Pinkie Masters, 
where he elaborated about his 
successes in writing.

The sense of community 
is one of the biggest things 
Author Zach Powers, a Sa-
vannah native, said he misses 
about living here, while he re-

counted his experience of liv-
ing between cities, Savannah, 
Ga. and Fairfax, Va.

Throughout the past few 
years, Powers has written ev-
erything from commercials 
for local TV station WTOC 
and short stories for literary 
journals to newspaper col-
umns in Do Savannah’s 
monthly alcohol column, 
“The Proof”.

Powers lead the writ-
er’s workshop at Flannery 
O’Connor’s Childhood Home 
for eight years. Powers’ pre-
vious book of short stories, 
“Gravity Changes,” recently 
won the BOA Editions Lim-
ited’s award for short fiction 
and was published in May of 

this year.
Powers says he really got 

into creative writing while 
working at WTOC, “I was 
part time at the beginning and 
had long breaks in between 
newscasts, like three hours, it 
was a little too far away for 
me to drive home and back, 
so I would stop in at [local 
coffee shop] Gallery Espresso 
and sit there for two or three 
hours writing or reading, that 
was the beginning of taking 
it a bit more seriously and 
thinking maybe this is the di-
rection I should go.”

While he doesn’t follow 
a writing routine, Powers 
believes it’s important to set 
aside some sort of time to 

write every day. He notes, 
“Pretty consistently I 

write in a coffee shop or 
someplace like that. Sitting in 
the corner is just the right lev-
el of distraction that keeps me 
from getting bogged down 
in boringness, and also pulls 
me out of my head enough 
to keep me moving forward, 
but sometimes writing means 
staring at the computer for 
an hour not typing anything. 
Sometimes failing miserably 
at putting words on the page 
is just what you got to go 
with. Inspiration isn’t always 
something that comes to you; 
you always have to be mov-
ing towards it, if you’re not, 
you still might get inspiration 

sometimes, but not nearly 
as often. I’m always sitting 
there, thinking, reading weird 
things about science, reading 
outside my genre trying to 
pull in ideas from different 
places, binging tv, anything 
can give you inspiration.” 

When asked his best 
advice for young writers, 
Powers encourages writers 
to remember that “The first 
draft of anything you write is 
probably really far away from 
what the final draft should 
be. Everything you see in a 
book has been revised at least 
twelve times, I have a short 
story in my collection that has 
been revised 64 times, and 
even for a novel, I’ll probably 

do ten significant revisions. 
Study the craft, there’s craft 
and talent in writing, you 
need both, and both can be 
developed, but craft is cen-
tered in that revision process, 
in polishing up what you have 
on the page into something 
someone wants to read.”

Powers’ recommends 
that next week Armstrong 
students pick up some good 
reads at E. Shaver’s Books or 
The Book Lady Bookstore, 
visit Tybee Island before the 
Labor Day rush or grab some 
all-American grub at Betty 
Bombers.

JOHN SINGER
STAFF WRITER

Local Author Zach Powers Hosts Book Release Party at Pinkie Masters

Weekly Playlist: Fall Semester Study Sessions

Armstrong students Collin Owen, Kaelyn Pettus, and James Schockley crack a smile during Housing’s Semi-Annual Block Party. (Mitchell McDuffie)

Scan QR code
below to hear 
weekly playlist:
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By now you’re probably 
overwhelmed by all the ad-
vice everyone you know has 
tried to give you about start-
ing your first year of college: 
go to class, study, and don’t 
party every night. Well lucky 
for you, I’ve been through it 
all. With my college career 
coming to an end, I can’t help 
but think back on what I wish 
I would’ve known when I 
came to Armstrong. 

DON’T: Be loud on the 
second floor of Lane Library

A big thing I wish I 
would’ve known during the 
first few weeks of my fresh-
man year at Armstrong is that 
the second floor of the library 
is the Quiet Floor. It is desig-
nated for students to be able 
to study and do homework 
without any distractions. 
This is a great place to hun-
ker down and get work done. 
The first floor is a little less 
serious, with several comput-
ers and tables for group study 
sessions, but both floors also 
have study rooms available 
for reservation. *TIP: Bring a 
sweater or jacket because it’s 
always freezing in there! 

DON’T: Be afraid of your 
professors 

One of the best things 
about Armstrong is our amaz-
ing professors. Every one of 
your professors is there to 
help you, and would be happy 
to do so. They all are experts 
in their field, so ask ques-

tions in class, e-mail them, 
or take advantage of their of-
fice hours. Don’t be afraid to 
speak up. Building relation-
ships with your professors 
can be beneficial later in your 
academic career in case you 
need a recommendation for a 
job or graduate school. 

DON’T: Expect every-
thing to work out perfectly 

No one is perfect. You’re 
going to miss a quiz, forget 
an assignment, and fail a pa-
per. You’ll lock yourself out 
of your room and fight with 
your roommate. There will 
be times when it seems like 
everything is falling apart, 
but know that it will be okay.  
Every student has been in this 
position and you will see the 
light at the end of the tunnel.  
Within the first year you tend 
to learn a number of things 
and make the most friends. 
Once you get through this se-
mester, the next few will go 
by in the blink of an eye. So, 
enjoy the good times and the 
bad. 

DO: Use your designated 
printing money!!

At the beginning of every 
semester, Armstrong gives 
every student $8.00 worth of 
printing money to be used at 
WEPA print stations around 
campus via PirateCard. I had 
no idea this existed until my 
second year at Armstrong. 
Now, I always try to use every 
bit of the $8.00. WEPA print 
stations are conveniently lo-
cated around campus in the 
library, Student Union, and 

Learning Commons. *TIP: If 
you can’t make it to a WEPA 
Print Station, there’s free 
printing in the Writing Center 
located in Gamble Hall. 

DO: Take advantage of 
the Fitness & Wellness Pro-
grams

One of the biggest chang-
es when you head off college 
is being able to eat whatever 
you want whenever you want. 
With that freedom comes one 
of the scariest things: the 
Freshman 15. Some people 
think that the Freshman 15 

is a myth, but I’m here to 
tell you it’s 100% real. To 
avoid the Freshman 15, take 
advantage of the Fitness & 
Wellness Programs that Arm-
strong offers to all students. 
The Student Recreation Cen-
ter on campus has a variety 
of fun activities you can take 
part in. From group fitness 
classes to basketball and ping 
pong, the SRC has something 
for everyone. They even of-
fer Personal Trainers at an 
affordable cost for students, 
faculty, and staff. 

DO: Join clubs and orga-
nizations

Armstrong has more than 
100 student organizations for 
students join. From fraterni-
ties and sororities to student 
government and service op-
portunities, there’s some-
thing for everyone. Joining 
a student organization is a 
great way to make friends 
with similar interests and get 
involved in things on cam-
pus. Not only is it fun to be 
involved in things on cam-
pus, but being a member of 
a student organization looks 

great on a resume or grad 
school application. So, don’t 
be afraid to step out of your 
comfort zone and find a club 
that you’re interested in. 

I know it’s cliché, but 
college is the best years of 
your life. You should aim to 
have fun, but be responsible.  
Take advantage of the oppor-
tunities you have while on 
campus and you can set the 
foundation for your future.  I 
hope these tips help you have 
a great first year! 

PAIGE SCOTT
STAFF WRITER

The Lane Library is a popular spot for students seeking a quiet area to study. (PR Photo)

Me and my boyfriend broke 
up...and it was cloudy.

Regina Gahnem
Sophomore, Public Health

The clouds, maybe how dark 
it got.

Sierra Davis
Junior, Chemistry

It was raining. Years from 
now, when my kids ask me 
what happened on that fate-
ful monday at 1:30 PM EST, 
I’ll say ‘I looked up at the sky 
and rain fell into my eye, and 
my contact fell out. It was a 
horrible experience.

Nick Derico
Junior, Political Science

My teacher told us to go 
away and leave her alone so 
she could go downtown to 
watch the eclipse with her 
husband. I went to the gym.

Tyler Sprayberry
Senior, Rehabilitation Sci-
ence

How to Survive Freshman Year: 6 Do’s and Dont’s 
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The 2017 Georgia South-
ern University (GSU) Ea-
gles Football team arrived 
in Savannah for Fan Fest at 
Armstrong State Universi-

ty (ASU) on Friday, August 
18th. ASU students and facul-
ty, Savannah locals, and GSU 
students and alumni attended 
the event that kicked off with 
a scrimmage game as Georgia 
Southern players and coaches 
prepare for the 2017 NCAA 

Division I college football 
season. 

GSU is recovering from 
its disposition last season as 
a school in the Sun Belt Con-
ference with a subpar record 
of 5-7(4-4), however their 
performance did not translate 

to their record. The Eagles 
started 3-0, with victories 
over Savannah State, South 
Alabama, and UL Monroe. 
After three consecutive wins, 
the Eagles lost to Western 
Michigan 49-31, Arkansas 
State 27-26 and ACC power 
Georgia Tech 35-24. Those 
losses dropped the team to 
3-3(2-1) at the season’s mid-
point. 

The Eagles finally got 
back in the win column 
against New Mexico State 
22-19, and they’d go on their 
second losing streak of the 
season by losing four times 
in a row to Appalachian State 
34-10, SEC power Ole Miss 
37-27, Louisiana 33-26, and 
Georgia State 30-24. The Ea-
gles won against Troy to end 
the season, but due to a 5-7(4-
4) record, they did not qualify 
for a bowl game. 

Looking ahead, GSU 
plays many powerhouse 
teams again, the first big 
game being at Auburn on 
September 2nd. The game 
will air on SEC Network.

The GSU Southern Pride 
Band, the GSU Cheerleaders, 
Gus the Mascot, and Free-
dom, GSU’s bald eagle, also 
made appearances.

Georgia Southern’s ath-
letic director, Tom Klein-
lein, intends to include the 
Armstrong campus in sports 
events in the future. “There 
is some work required to … 
get these facilities to Division 
1 standards [for football], 
but things like soccer games 
… and volleyball matches ... 
will be played here in the very 

near future.”
Students can expect the 

Savannah campus to be in-
cluded in the sports scene of 
Georgia Southern, but it will 
be a slow transition because 
of the cost to improve Arm-
strong campus’s grounds to 
be suitable for heavier sports.  

Kleinlein gives Arm-
strong sports fans something 
to look forward to, saying, 
“We will do a lot more fan 
events and fan watch parties 
and those kinds of things.”

Once the scrimmage end-
ed, players and coaches set up 
for pictures and autographs, 
and many students from both 
ASU and GSU stayed around 
for Fan Fest, an after-party 
with perks like prizes and in-
flatables. The prizes included 
t-shirts, raffles for athletic 
wear, and game packages 
and were open to all in atten-
dance.  

Georgia Southern’s head 
football coach, Tyson Sum-
mers, was impressed with the 
turnout for the event. “We 
have a really good crowd and 
we are very excited about 
how many people from Sa-
vannah and from Armstrong 
State came out to support 
us. We are very appreciative 
of being able to come over 
here.”

Furthermore, the players 
had great things to say about 
the consolidation, coming to 
Savannah, and the possibility 
of more sports being included 
on the Armstrong campus. 

Senior receiver at Geor-
gia Southern and finance ma-
jor, Myles Campbell, said, 

“We had a great environment 
and a very good turnout and 
it was a great practice today. 
Savannah is a place that I love 
too. It’s a great environment, 
a great community, and a lot 
of our fans are here.”

Senior linebacker at 
Georgia Southern and mar-
keting major, Chris DeLaRo-
sa, said, “I’m really excited 
about [the merger]. It was re-
ally exciting coming out here 
today. We had great weather 
and I love Savannah as a city 
and I think we had a great 
turnout.” 

After meeting some of the 
fans in attendance, DeLaRosa 
also said, “I’m excited to go 
out here and meet with the 
fans some more, maybe get 
in the bounce house and just 
have some fun.”

Others in attendance were 
excited to see the scrimmage 
and meet the football players. 
Armstrong students got to get 
a feel for some of Georgia 
Southern’s game traditions 
and are looking forward to 
attending Georgia Southern 
football games in the future. 

Armstrong students have 
their first chance to support 
the Eagles as a true part of 
Georgia Southern University 
on Sep. 9 when GSU plays 
their first home game against 
New Hampshire. Check out 
the Georgia Southern Twitter 
page, @GSAthletics_FB, and 
use the hashtag #GATA to 
show your support for GSU 
football this upcoming sea-
son!

The​ ​Eagles​ ​Land​ ​In​ ​Savannah​ ​for Fan​ ​Fest​ ​2017

Over the summer, Geor-
gia Southern’s student me-
dia director, David Simpson, 
Armstrong’s academic ad-
visor for the Inkwell, Tony 
Morris, and the Inkwell staff 
met to discuss the needs of 
Armstrong’s student newspa-
per in light of the consolida-
tion.

Simpson would act as 
a voice for the Inkwell at 
consolidation meetings to 
make sure everyone’s needs 
were met, both the Inkwell’s 
and the students’. Simpson 
reached out to us in June, 
saying “My top concern in all 
student media matters is how 
well it serves the audience – 
students on campus.”

On June 9th we met with 
Simpson and the conversation 
centered on comparing and 
contrasting Armstrong’s stu-
dent life with Georgia South-
ern’s student life. Simson was 
very understanding that the 
two schools are in different 
locations that house two dif-
ferent campus personalities.

We explained to Simpson 
that our campus is close-knit 
and we thrive on our friend-
ships. In fear of losing our pa-
per altogether, we explained 
how Armstrong’s student 
editors sitting next to their 
audience in class every day 
benefits students by mak-
ing them feel comfortable 
enough to have a voice in im-
portant campus issues. A pa-
per only housed in Statesboro 
wouldn’t have his effect.

Simpson attended the 
presidential-level consolida-
tion meeting and forwarded 
us the recommendations:

OWG Recommendation

Recommend all Student 
Media products be branded 
under the George-Anne name 
and look. The George-Anne 

will have one print publica-
tion with two editions.

Explanation of Recom-
mendation: The look and feel 
of the paper should be the 
same. Each community will 
receive information specif-
ic to their physical location. 

Due to the distance between 
the three campuses and the 
uniqueness of each campus, 
we will customize publica-
tions to reflect the student ex-
perience.

Simpson explained, 
“The Armstrong staff would 

The George-Anne: Inkwell Edition 

have complete control of 
the Armstrong edition of the 
George-Anne,” which gave 
us comfort; however, these 
recommendations caused us 
to become concerned with 
losing the Inkwell name that 
students have come to know 

and love since 1935. Simp-
son quickly informed us that 
he would “acknowledge that 
[we] were not in favor of 
dropping the Inkwell name” 
at the consolidation meeting.

The student media rec-
ommendations were put on 

the agenda for the consoli-
dation meeting following the 
meeting with Simpson, but 
were delayed for further dis-
cussion. Simpson then added 
Interim Associate Vice Pres-
ident for Student Affairs & 
Dean of Students, Andrew 
Dies, to the email thread be-
tween Simpson and the Ink-
well staff.

To compromise on the 
name change, Dies said, “I 
am proposing we change the 
recommendation to read: ‘All 
student media products be 
branded under the George-
Anne name and look. The 
George-Anne will have one 
print publication with two 
editions: the George-Anne: 
Statesboro Edition and the 
George-Anne: Inkwell Edi-
tion.’” 

The consolidation meet-
ing finally happened, and 
the recommendations were 
approved with no change. 
Simpson stated, “Beginning 
fall 2018, there will be two 
independent newspapers: the 
George-Anne: Statesboro 
Edition and the George-Anne: 
Inkwell Edition.”

Simpson then added, “I 
believe editors on both cam-
puses will find it appropriate 
to use content generated on 
another campus. And it will 
make sense to have collabora-
tion to cover university- wide 
topics, possibly down to shar-
ing bylines on articles. But 
editors on each campus will 
make decisions to use that 
content on a case-by-case ba-
sis and will display it as they 
see fit in their own editions.”

The Inkwell staff looks 
forward to using this year to 
find out what Armstrong stu-
dents need from their editors 
and will do what it takes to 
deliver newsworthy content 
to keep students informed and 
interested.

ETHAN SMITH
STAFF WRITER

TAYLOR SURINE 
NEWS EDITOR

Coach Summers signing autographs. (Ethan Smith)

The 2017-18 Inwell staff along with advisor Tony Morris and his son.
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