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Dual Enrollment Paid Off for Mechanical Engineering Graduate
July 27, 2023

Stephanie Broxton has always been focused. In high school, her love of math and science led her to
Georgia Southern as a dual enrollment student, which allowed her to earn high school and college
credits simultaneously. After three years on the Statesboro campus, she graduated in May 2023 at age
20 with a degree in mechanical engineering.
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“Math always came easy to me, and science was always fascinating,” Broxton said. “I love problem-
solving and using innovation to enhance my life and the lives of others. Mechanical engineering is a
broad field, which means that | have a plethora of possibilities at my fingertips.”

Testing her options, Broxton applied for a job at the massive Hyundai EV Metaplant that is under
construction near Savannah. She landed the position and start this summer as an assistant mechanical
engineer. She is honored to be a part of such a significant project. “l will be documenting the progress of
the HVAC and piping systems that are installed on site,” Broxton said. “This may require me to be on site
for some days and in the office for the rest. I'll definitely have my work cut out for me.”

Growing up in Rincon, Georgia, Broxton’s parents encouraged her to pursue higher education and excel
academically. She credits them for setting high expectations and guiding her throughout her
undergraduate journey. “They always wanted to make sure that | could provide for myself,” explained
Broxton, a first-generation student. “There were times when | felt like it wasn’t going to happen, and
times when | felt like | needed to be prepared for my engineering aspirations to fall through.
Nevertheless, | pushed through and am graduating with my Bachelor of Science.”
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Despite the tough coursework and hefty assignments, Broxton thrived in her major. While she found
calculus to be “fun,” she did not expect to have so many math classes. “Out of all of my major-specific
courses, | believe only four of them had just conceptual-based content,” she said. “All of my other
courses have essentially been nothing but math, and most of my exams consisted of only open-ended
math problems.”

What did the aspiring engineer with a 3.67 GPA find most rewarding about her major?

“I enjoyed the hands-on experience the most,” Broxton said. “My machining classes were a fun
challenge. Each machining class taught me how to use the equipment available to engineers, and it
reminded me of working with my dad on our DIY projects. As a bonus, | was allowed to keep my project
at the end of each semester.”

As an undergraduate in the Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and Computing, Broxton was
involved in the Society of Women Engineers (SWE), various engineering honor societies, and

the American Foundry Society. She was able to expand her networking experience and hone practical
skills that will serve her well throughout her career.

“Making more connections with others is vital for engineers and continued learning,” Broxton noted.
“One of my favorite volunteer opportunities is my participation in Girls Engineer It Day. | actually
participated in the event as a student a long time ago, but thanks to my involvement in SWE, | had the
chance to give back as a volunteer. It was fulfilling to make memories with the students and help fuel
their interest in STEM.”

As she prepared to leave GS, Broxton was grateful for the impact the university has had on her life. She
made lasting friendships and will carry them with her as she moves on to the next chapter in her life.
She credits her professors for challenging her to be the best version of herself academically and
personally.

“I rarely, if ever, had an instructor who did not express a genuine desire to help their students and
provide a meaningful learning experience,” she said. “l am set up for a bright future, and GS is the
university that helped prepare me for it. | know my parents are proud of me, and they remind me of
that often,” Broxton said. The hard work and dedication of the aspiring engineer have paid off, and she
is stoked about the prospects of her promising future.

For more information, click here. From Grice Connect, May 12, 2023
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