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National Writing Project

Writing Project Workshops are led by Teacher Consultants who have participated in 

various sites of the National Writing Project Summer Institute.  

http://www.writingproject.org  

MISSION 

The Student Success in Writing Conference is designed to promote the success 
of students in writing courses at the secondary and postsecondary levels. The 
conference also seeks to establish and maintain dialogue between college and 
high school educators. We are committed to offering practical workshops and 
theoretical presentations on topics related to the teaching and craft of writing.

C ONFE RE NC E 
PROGRAM

Stude nt Succe ss in 
Writ ing C onfe re nce

Friday, Fe bruary 3, 2012

C oastal Ge orgia C e nte r, Savannah, GA

http://ceps.georgiasouthern.edu/conted/success.html 

Sponsored by: 
Department of Writing and 
Linguistics, College of Liberal 
Arts and Social Sciences, 
Georgia Southern University

In Partnership with the 
Division of Continuing 
Education

CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE 
8:00 a.m. – 8:40 a.m.		  Registration & Continental Breakfast

8:40 a.m. – 9:40 a.m.		  Concurrent Sessions

9:50 a.m. – 10:50 a.m.		  Concurrent Sessions

10:50 a.m – 11:00 a.m.		  Morning Break

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.		  Concurrent Sessions

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.		  Luncheon in Room 115
				    Golden Award
				    Keynote Address

1:40 p.m. – 2:40 p.m.		  Concurrent Sessions

2:40 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.		  Afternoon Break

2:50 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.		  Concurrent Sessions

Mark Your 
Calendar and  

Join Us Next Year 
Friday  

February 8, 2013

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
Dr. Sandra Jamieson 
Professor of English and Director 
of Composition, Department of 
English Literatures & Language, 
Drew University, Madison, NJ

Keynote Address: 
”Rethinking Research: 
Engaging Students (and 
Teachers) in Researched 
Writing”



ROOM 210 – PRESENTATIONS 					     8:40 - 9:40 AM

You Are Who You Write? The Connection Between Literacy and Identity

Mary Jo Caruso, Manhattanville College
This presentation focuses on the results of research into existing scholarship regarding racial and ethnic diversity in the field of 

composition studies and the results of work conducted at Manhattanville College.

Releasing the Shackles of Linguistic Identity

Mary B. Zeigler, Georgia State University
The presenter examines comparatively, in selected passages, the patterning of pronunciation, verb structures, or diction used by 

different writers to represent caste variation, cultural heritage, and the historical time period.

ROOM 217 – PRESENTATION 					     8:40 - 9:40 AM

Image and Text: a collaboration between visual art and creative writing

Jennifer Lindquist and Rich Curtis, Thomas University              
This presentation will feature photographs and excerpts from essays written by participants in a summer writing program that 

used personal description to inspire the imagery for portrait photographs.

ROOM 211 – PRESENTATIONS					     8:40 - 9:40 AM

Decorum Day: Wearing Our Rhetoric 
Amanda Hedrick, Georgia Southern University

When asked to arrive to class out of decorum, students creatively and insightfully demonstrate a clear understanding of 

audience, purpose, context and the effect of their presentation on each. The speaker will share her Decorum Day experiment and 

its persistent benefits to first-year students and their writing. 

Personal Writing Portfolios for “At-Risk” Students

Lindy Blount, Augusta State University   
This presentation is intended for teachers seeking new ways to meet the needs of their ‘at risk’ students as it discusses how 

portfolio building functions as a means for helping students understand the writing process. 

ROOM 218 - PANEL 						      8:40 - 9:40 AM

Student Narratives: A Bridge to Freshman Composition

Tracy Daraviras and Nicola Blake, New Community College/CUNY      
Using New York City as a platform for learning, the panel illustrates how instructors can use a cosmopolitan area as a learning 

environment for all students, including English Language Learners.

ROOM 212 – WORKSHOP 						     8:40 - 9:40 AM

Write Away 
Nicholas Vick, Pitt Community College (instructor) / East Carolina University (graduate student)

In this interactive workshop, the presenter incorporates a variety of instructional strategies to engage students in multiple 

classroom settings and equip teachers with a ‘toolbox’ of techniques that enhances instruction and promotes high quality 

writing.

8:40 - 9:40 AM • CONCURRENT SESSIONS
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8:00 - 8:40 AM • REGISTRATION & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
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9:50 - 10:50  AM • CONCURRENT SESSIONS
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ROOM 210 – PRESENTATIONS 					     9:50 - 10:50 AM

Yelling the Humanities

Samuel Prestridge, Gainesville State College  
Volunteers will read poems, which will be followed by a short presentation on the logic of yelling poetry and a discussion on 

the merits of yelling as it applies to the musicality of language.

Can Creative Writing be Taught?
Mary Helen Kennerly, University of Iowa  

If literary genius cannot be learned, can creative writing be fostered? This presenter argues that written expression is beneficial 

for young adults’ development and prescribes an immersion in good literature as the best way to teach writing.

ROOM 217 – PRESENTATIONS					     9:50 - 10:50 AM

Engaged Writers: The Impact of Service Learning Projects on Student Writers and Community Partners  
Elizabeth Wurz, College of Coastal Georgia 

This presentation shares the impact that a service learning project to attract new foster/adopt parents had on student learning 

and the community partner’s need, and provides the audience with other articles on the impact of service learning in writing 

courses.

Peer Mentoring in First-Year Writing: A Service Learning Initiative to Enhance Student Success 
Diana Eidson and Angela Hall-Godsey, Georgia State University 

This session describes a new service learning program that aims to boost retention, promote dialogue, clarify program goals, 

and enhance the achievement of writing outcomes. 

ROOM 211 – PRESENTATIONS					     9:50 - 10:50 AM

Writing and New Media: Challenges and Opportunities

Catherine Ramsdell, Savannah College of Art and Design-Atlanta 
Writers today have to know how to do a lot more than just write. They may be asked to code a page, take photos, or create 

an audio slide story. This presenter focuses on new media and shows how educators can help students work and write in the 

digital age.

The Balance of Academia and Business: Teaching English to Career School Students  
Ann Reading, McCann School of Business and Technology

The presenter explores adult learners going back to school after being laid off. Her approach to writing can at times be 

unconventional, but she is always trying to find innovative ways to reach the tactile learner.

ROOM 218 – PANEL						      9:50 - 10:50 AM

Vampires, Banned Books, and Advertisements - Oh My! : Significant Gimmicks in the Writing Classroom 
Erika J. Galluppi, East Carolina University
Kristin Harkins, Nash Community College
Summerlin Page, Central Carolina Community College

A ‘significant gimmick’ achieves more meaningful and practical student engagement. This panel shows how using three 

frameworks for the writing classroom-- vampires, banned books, and advertisements-- can successfully prompt student 

autonomy, awareness, and success.

ROOM 212 – WORKSHOP						      9:50 - 10:50 AM

Teaching Composition in the Online Classroom: Building Your Course from the Ground Up!
Laura Howard, Georgia State University

Participants will leave this session with an increased knowledge of online course design, including resources, such as handouts 

and discussion notes, and drafts of assignments for use in the online composition classroom.
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ROOM 210 – WORKSHOP 				   11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Using Reflective Writing for Cross-Disciplinary Connections

Olivia Howard and Alicia Howe, Georgia Southern University
In order to make learning experiences more meaningful and effective to specific disciplines, workshop participants will be exposed to 

an innovative way to use reflective writing in order to make cross-disciplinary connections.

ROOM 217 – PRESENTATIONS				    11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Reading & Writing about Bullying/School Violence in the Urban English Class

Lori Ungemah, The New Community College at CUNY
This speaker will introduce several writing strategies and partner texts that can be used in the English classroom to approach the 

topics of bullying and other forms of school violence.

Embracing Ecotone In the Composition Classroom

Sarah Zoe Pike, Iowa State University
Using the concept of ecotone-- a transitional area between two different ecosystems, such as a forest and a grassland-- the presenter 

will examine ways of teaching writing from a lens where civility, citizenship, and community are the focus of the college classroom.

ROOM 211 – PRESENTATIONS				    11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

How to Make an Argument: Teaching Persuasion in First-Year Writing Courses

Heather Braun, Macon State College
The speaker will show how using the technique of live debate can demonstrate to students that the skill of persuasive argument 

stands to help them well beyond the classroom.

Let’s Talk Seduction

Phillip Gardner, Francis Marion University
This session demonstrates how to structure arguments, write effective introductions and conclusions, and develop purposeful essays 

without talking dirty.

ROOM 218 – PRESENTATIONS				    11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Dear Mr. President: A Cross-Curriculum Letter Writing Project

Carolyn Thomas and Daniel Mancill, East Georgia College
This presentation shares the challenges and successes of encouraging civic engagement by having students write letters to the 

President and mailing them to the White House.

Using Logos, Pathos, and Ethos to Strengthen Persuasive Writing & Argumentation

Nicole Nolasco, Islands High School
This interactive presentation will examine the most prevalent propaganda techniques used in advertising and analyze their 

effectiveness in argumentation to give writers the ad-vantage.

ROOM 212 – WORKSHOP					     11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Lights! Camera! Write!
Julie Strickland, Matthew Gainous, and Laura Chambers, Ogeechee Technical College

Having used multimedia compositions as models to teach writing, the presenters will show how these ‘model compositions’ have 

served student writers as generators for pre-writing, tools for revision, maps for narrative structure, springboards for multi-genre 

responses, and inspiration for student-created multimedia responses.

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM • CONCURRENT SESSIONS

10:50 AM - 11:00 AM • BREAK 
Sponsored By The Office of The Provost Georgia Southern University

Second Floor Alcove
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12:00 PM - 1:30 PM • LUNCHEON IN ROOM 115

welcome and golden award • dr. curtis ricker  
associate dean, college of liberal arts and social sciences

introduction of keynote speaker • dr. janice Walker
department of writing and linguistics

wrap-up • dr. nancy dessommes and dr. mary hadley
department of writing and linguistics

page 5

CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS (CEU’S)

this conference meets the criteria for the nationally accepted 

continuing education unit (ceu). each participant successfully 

completing the program will earn .6 ceu’s for 6.0 hours of 

participation through the division of continuing education at 

georgia southern university.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
Dr. Sandra Jamieson 
Professor of English and Director of 
Composition, Department of English 
Literatures & Language, Drew University

Co-author of The Bedford Guide to 
Teaching Writing in the Disciplines: 
An Instructor’s Desk Reference (1995) 
and co-editor of Coming of Age: The 
Advanced Undergraduate Writing 
Curriculum (2000), Professor Jamieson 
won the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators’ Best Book of 2000-
2001 Award.

Since 2008 she has been a Principle 
Researcher in the Citation Project, 
a multi-institution study of how 
student writers use source materials 
in researched writing (CitationProject.
net). A response to educators’ concerns 
about plagiarism and the teaching of 
writing, data from this research project 
helps educators make informed 
decisions as they formulate academic 
integrity policies. Beyond that, it offers 
a snapshot of what student writers are 
doing with sources and challenges us 
to develop a pedagogy that teaches 
rhetorically effective and responsible 
methods of writing from sources.

She recently finished a three-year term 
on the Executive Committee of the 
Conference of College Composition 
and Communication (CCCC) and 
remains chair of the CCCC Committee 
on the Major in Writing and Rhetoric. 
In 2004 she won the Will Herberg 
Distinguished Professor Award from 
Drew University where she teaches 
College Writing and Creative Non-
Fiction.

PLANNING COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Nancy Dessommes, Co-Chair
Mary Hadley, Co-Chair

DEPARTMENT OF WRITING AND LINGUISTICS, GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

Linda VonBergen
EAST GEORGIA COLLEGE

Matthew Gainous
OGEECHEE TECHNICAL COLLEGE

J. Marie Lutz
CONTINUING EDUCATION, GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

SPONSORS/EXHIBITORS

Office of the Provost • Georgia Southern University 

Andrea Kesterke • Cengage Learning

Amanda Bacher • Pearson Education

Mark Patterson • Georgia Center for Assessment

Keynote 
Address: 
”Rethinking 
Research: 
Engaging 
Students (and 
Teachers) in 
Researched 
Writing”
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1:40 PM - 2:40 PM • CONCURRENT SESSIONS

ROOM 210 – PRESENTATION 					     1:40 - 2:40 PM

A Backdoor Approach to Concept Writing:  Using Fantasy and Seuss to Teach Concepts and Analysis

Benie Colvin, Clayton State University
This presentation will explore outcomes from a recent classroom experiment using a creative fantasy novel and a little Dr. Seuss 

to teach techniques of analysis and concept writing to reluctant readers in a first-year writing class.

ROOM 217 – PRESENTATION					     1:40 - 2:40 PM

Technology, Texting, and Teaching Emerging Writers: Friends Not Enemies

Teresa Marie Kelly, Kaplan University
Rather than battling the effects of emerging technologies that seem to consume students’ lives, composition instructors can 

harness the power of the smartphone to give students more options for creative expression and improvement of writing skills.

ROOM 211 – PRESENTATIONS					     1:40 - 2:40 PM	

Creative, Fun Writing Assignments in Upper-level Literature Courses

Martha Benn Macdonald, York Technical College
The presenter will describe some creative assignments she has developed to make writing about American, British, and World 

literature truly enjoyable and engaging for students.

Warrior-Poets of the 21st Century: Text-Based Role-Playing in Online Literature Surveys

Adam Young, Middle Georgia College
Structuring World Literature course content as a text-based role-playing game motivates students to improve their reading, 

writing, and thinking while developing humility, compassion, and an awareness of language’s fundamental role in achieving 

peaceful conflict resolution.

ROOM 218 – PANEL						      1:40 - 2:40 PM

WAC + Undergraduate Research=Student Success 
Elizabeth Howells, Allison Belzer  and 4 Armstrong Undergraduates, Armstrong Atlantic State 
University

Grounding their discussion in current theory on Writing Across the Curriculum and undergraduate research, these presenters-- 

one a composition instructor and Director of Composition and one a history instructor and Coordinator of Undergraduate 

Research-- along with a pair of undergraduates, will each describe a model for WAC and how they can break down the artificial 

barriers between disciplines.

ROOM 212 – WORKSHOP						      1:40 - 2:40 PM

Retweet: ‘Snookie’ thinks it’s “Awkward” that Their Eyes Were Watching God

Marian Muldrow, University of West Georgia
Through an analysis of reality TV, social networking sites, and advertisements, the instructor can show students how to read pop 

culture; then the transition to student texts and an understanding of how ideas keep recycling through literature will tumble 

across the pages of their writing.

Second Floor Alcove
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2:50 - 3:50 PM • CONCURRENT SESSIONS

ROOM 210 – PRESENTATIONS					     2:50 - 3:50 PM

Eneke the Bird and Poor Richard - Teaching the Proverbs in Things Fall Apart

William B. Harrison, Georgia Perimeter College
Beginning with Nassim Nicholas Taleb’s discussion of ‘short form’ literary genres, this presentation will examine the functions 

of the proverb by introducing cultural cognates, wise aphorisms, Biblical quotations, and Nasrudin jokes, all of which help 

students to understand Achebe’s proverbs and the purpose they serve.

The No 1. Ladies’ Detective Agency: Global Issues in the Composition Classroom

Patricia B. Worrall, Gainesville State College
Set in Botswana, Alexander McCall Smith’s novel provides a means of introducing global issues in the composition classroom.  

The presenter will provide class assignments, research topics, and essay prompts.

ROOM 217 – PRESENTATIONS					     2:50 - 3:50 PM

Composition for Change: Documentary Projects in First-Year Composition Courses

Jeannie Parker Beard, Kennesaw State University
This presentation will review how students can create documentaries to reach a wide and real audience as they propose 

solutions to the most important issues of the day. The speaker will also address concerns with multimedia assignments, such 

as considerations of copyright and fair use as students navigate the right-click digital age.

What’s So Normal about XtranormalTM?
Susan Smith, Georgia Southern University

Writing instructors are discovering what advertisers already knew about Xtranormal, the newest viral text-to-movie 

technology: it’s fun with benefits.  What a clever tool for students to recognize how their voice fits into a scholarly 

conversation.

ROOM 211 – PRESENTATIONS					     2:50 - 3:50 PM

African Film in the Writing Classroom

John Rooks, Morris College
The presenter looks at four African movies: Two (Zan Boko and Mapantsula) can be used to accompany themes of personal 

values and political responsibility; one (Lumumba: Death of a Prophet) as an element in a research topic; and one (Everyone’s 

Child) as an accompaniment to a novel.

Independence Day: What Are We So Afraid Of?
Karen E Rayne, Salisbury University

Using a popular science fiction film as the centerpiece, this presentation outlines an assignment that combines a 

demonstration of effective argumentative writing with an acknowledgment of important social themes, such as including 

‘the other,’ xenophobia, manipulation of perceptions of our ‘enemies,’ and real versus idealistic views of who Americans are.

ROOM 218 – PANEL 						      2:50 - 3:50 PM

Practical Helps for Responding

Michelle Crummey, Nan Lobue, and Erin Murk, Georgia Southern University
With some strategic innovations, the often overwhelming task of responding to student writing can become manageable 

and markedly proficient.

ROOM 212 – PANEL 						      2:50 - 3:50 PM

Re-Visualizing Composition through New Media and Participatory Learning

Kim Haimes-Korn, Jeff Orr and Iraj Omidvar, Southern Polytechnic State University
In this session, panelists look at re-visualizing composition through assignments that engage students in meaningful acts 

of composition through combining rhetorical strategies and new media with participatory learning.  Panelists will share 

innovative, multimodal, new media assignments, such as Visual Mapping, Tweets, Blogs, and Participatory Journalism through 

Social Media.



GOLDEN AWARD

Honoring the memory of Dorothy Golden, Georgia 
Southern University Assistant Professor Emerita, 
the Golden Award recognizes dedication to teaching 
excellence in first-year composition or the preparation 
of students for first-year composition. One award 
is given annually by the Department of Writing and 
Linguistics at Georgia Southern University. 

2011
Matthew Gainous 
Ogeechee Technical College  

2010
Jane Rago
Armstrong Atlantic State 
University 

2009
Aimee Taylor
Richmond Hill High School 

2008
Donna Hooley
Ogeechee Technical College 

2007
Deborah Carico
Bulloch Academy 

2006
Mary Ann Ellis
Appling County High School 

2005
Kathy Albertson
Georgia Southern University/
Georgia Southern Writing 
Project 

2004
Daniel Edenfield
Bulloch County Performance 
Learning Center 

2002
Pat Fox
Armstrong Atlantic State 
University 

2001
Linda S. Williams
North Georgia College & State 
University 

2000
Charlotte Crittenden
Georgia Southern University
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RECIPIENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS

• David Starnes Memorial Reading 
Saturday, February 4 • 7 pm

The Book Lady Bookstore 
6 E. Liberty Street, Savannah, GA 
(across from the DeSoto Hilton)

• Savannah Book Festival 
February 15 - 19 

Savannah (several venues) 
www.savannahbookfestival.org

• Visiting Writers Series - Sandra Beasley 
Tuesday, February 21  
Georgia Southern University Campus

Poet and memoirist Sandra Beasley will read from her poetry 
and prose. Her most recent books are the memoir Don’t Kill the 
Birthday Girl: Tales from an Allergic Life, and the poetry collection 
I Was the Jukebox, winner of the Barnard Women Poets Prize. For 
more information, call 912.478.0739.

• Visiting Writers Series - Todd Boss 
Wednesday, April 4   
Georgia Southern University Campus

Poet Todd Boss will read from his works. His debut collection, 
Yellowrocket, received widespread critical and popular acclaim and 
was named one of the ten best poetry books of 2008 by Virginia 
Quarterly Review. For more information, call 912.478.0739.
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