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mission 

The student success in Writing Conference is designed to promote the success 

of students in writing courses at the secondary and postsecondary levels. The 

conference also seeks to establish and maintain dialogue between college and 

high school educators. We are committed to offering practical workshops and 

theoretical presentations on topics related to the teaching and craft of writing.

National Writing Project
Writing Project Workshops are led by Teacher Consultants who have 
participated in various sites of the National Writing Project Summer 
Institute.  
http://www.writingproject.org  

C ONFE RE NC E 
PROGRAM

Stude nt Succe ss in 
Writ ing C onfe re nce

Friday, Fe bruary 4, 2011

C oastal Ge orgia C e nte r, Savannah, GA

http://ceps.georgiasouthern.edu/conted/success.html 

sponsored by: 
Department of Writing and 
Linguistics, College of Liberal 
Arts and Social Sciences, 
Georgia Southern University

In Partnership with the 
Continuing Education Center

KEYnoTE sPEAKER 
michael A. Pemberton 
Professor of Writing and Linguistics and 
director of the University Writing Center at 
Georgia Southern University

Keynote Address: ”Redefining 
Writing; Redefining Success”

ConFEREnCE AT A GLAnCE 
8:00 a.m. – 8:40 a.m.  Registration

8:40 a.m. – 9:40 a.m.  Concurrent sessions

9:50 a.m. – 10:50 a.m.  Concurrent sessions

10:50 a.m – 11:00 a.m.  morning Break

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Concurrent sessions

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Luncheon in Room 115
    Golden Award
    Keynote Address

1:40 p.m. – 2:40 p.m.  Concurrent sessions

2:40 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.  Afternoon Break

2:50 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.  Concurrent sessions

Mark Your 

Calendar and  

Join Us Next Year 

Friday  
February 3 

2012



Room 217 – PAnEL       8:40 - 9:40 Am

Examining Voluntary vs. Required Visits to Writing Centers
Deborah Reese, Monica Rausch, Oluwakemi Elufiede, Armstrong Atlantic State University

Through scholarly research and empirical evidence, the panel studies the question of whether students’ grades or 
satisfaction levels improve after being required to visit a writing center three or more times.

Room 218 – PAnEL       8:40 - 9:40 Am

Teaching Writing in the Literature Survey Course
Kelly C. Walter Carney, Emily Leverett, Emily Wright, Aaron Adams, Methodist University

The panel explores creative methods of teaching writing in literature survey courses, including novel scholarly 
assignments, creative writing options, and online composition projects.

Room 210 – PREsEnTATions     8:40 - 9:40 Am

First – Day Writing Assignments—What Are They Good For?
Pamela Meyers, University of South Alabama 

Questioning the effectiveness of traditional first-day writing prompts, the presenter explores alternatives to 
assessing students’ initial writing abilities.

A Multi-Purpose Composition Final
Phillip Gardner, Francis Marion University

This session presents a final exam model that features a persuasive essay for a real audience and purpose, requires 
evaluation of text, and serves as an organizing device for the entire course.

Room 211 - PREsEnTATions      8:40 - 9:40 Am

Instructional Technology As Collaborator in Redefining Audience
Maria Clayton, Middle Tennessee State University

The presenter examines the question of whether instructional technology can help beginning writers recognize 
that effective rhetoric has an audience beyond the teacher, one reader/evaluator.

Connecting and Writing: A Service Learning “Micro Project”
Carolyn Thomas, East Georgia College

The presenter describes an experimental assignment that offers a solution to time and workload management 
concerns that accompany service learning projects in the writing classroom.

Room 212 – WoRKsHoP       8:40 - 9:40 Am

The Just Memo: An Exercise in Perception
Benie Colvin, Clayton State University

This workshop creates a classroom activity that helps students explore how the meaning of language is often 
determined by the framework through which we view it.

8:40 - 9:40 AM • CoNCUrreNt SeSSioNS
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8:00 - 8:40 AM • regiStrAtioN & CoNtiNeNtAl BreAkFASt
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9:50 - 10:50  AM • CoNCUrreNt SeSSioNS
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Room 217 – PAnEL       9:50 - 10:50 Am

Teaching/Writing/Researching: The Trinity of Student Success
Jennifer T. Scoggins, Nicol Auguste, Margaret McClellan, Savannah College of Art and 
Design

The panel focuses on collaboration among faculty, writing center professionals, and reference librarians to 
reinforce student success in writing.

Room 218 – PREsEnTATions     9:50 - 10:50 Am

Using Bloom’s Taxonomy to Sequence Writing Assignments
Rachel V. Leroy, Georgia Southern University

Using a memoir assignment, the presenter discusses the use of Bloom’s Taxonomy to achieve specific learning 
outcomes by building a writing sequence that scaffolds learning from lower orders to higher orders thinking.

Assessment: Keeping It Simple with Survey Monkey
Stefanie Frigo, North Carolina Central University

This presentation overviews an in-house assessment of writing intensive courses, one which provides useful 
feedback for teachers and administrators, as well as offering students the opportunity to contribute to course 
design and revision.

Room 210 – PREsEnTATions     9:50 - 10:50 Am

Who’s in the Wrong? A View of Error from Inside the Writing Center
Jennifer Stutzman, John Carroll University

The presenter examines error theory and writing center practice, revealing that what student consultants have 
been trained to view as “errors” are not always what they focus on during consultations with peers.

Apologies for Grammar Instruction?
Linda Moore and Carol Hulse, University of West Florida

The presenters examine the controversies that surround questions of the validity of grammar instruction in college 
writing programs.

Room 211 – PREsEnTATion     9:50 - 10:50 Am

Enhancing Student Learning Through a WID Pilot Project
Rose Marie Toscano and Linda Rubel, Rochester Institute of Technology

The presenters discuss a Writing in the Disciplines pilot project that ultimately produces a team of writing experts 
who mentor others as they develop a portfolio of writing intensive courses.

Room 212 – WoRKsHoP      9:50 - 10:50 Am

Audience, Purpose, Genre, Content: What a Wreck!
Julie Strickland, Ogeechee Technical College

Participants in this workshop will engage in a mini-lesson on pre-writing considerations, taking away applications 
to their own classrooms.
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Sponsored By  
The Office of The Provost 
Georgia Southern University

Second Floor Alcove

10:50 AM - 11:00 AM • BreAk 
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Room 217 – PAnEL      11:00 Am - 12:00 Pm

Understanding Poverty Culture and How It Relates to First-Year Composition
Patrick Garner and Jennifer Mensink, Darton College

The panel will discuss steps that can be taken to improve student writing after acknowledging the reality of a 
culture of poverty.

Room 218 – PREsEnTATions    11:00 Am - 12:00 Pm

The Art of Seeing and Writing Clearly
Betty Oliver, Southern Polytechnic State University

The presenter describes how using art work and art criticism to teach students to see objectively provides an 
effective cross-disciplinary method for teaching students to write clearly.

The Wordless Essay: The First Assignment for the First-Year Writing Class
Susan Smith, Georgia Southern University

The presenter shows how the photo essay helps students overcome their initial resistance to progressively more 
difficult assignments. The wordless essay is fun and serves as a reference point for the entire semester.

Room 210 – PREsEnTATion    11:00 Am - 12:00 Pm

Creating a Peaceful First-Year Writing Classroom
Tammy Winner, Coastal Carolina University

Participants will engage in a series of interactive exercises and discussion activities to become aware of the ways 
we create peaceful classroom practices in our first-year writing courses.

Room 211 – PREsEnTATion    11:00 Am - 12:00 Pm

Reading, Writing, and Focused Play
Jason Horn, Gordon College

Considering the challenge of maintaining student attention, the presenter shows how the use of “short” works 
engages students and allows them to playfully attend to texts through dramatic readings.

Room 212 – WoRKsHoP     11:00 Am - 12:00 Pm

Something to Chew On: Using the Bamboo Pen for Electronic Essays
John Summerfield, Columbus State University

The presenter demonstrates the production of electronic essays in a real time classroom environment using the 
Bamboo Pen, an electronic real time writing pad.
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12:00 PM - 1:30 PM • lUNCheoN iN rooM ?
welcome and golden award • dr. curtis ricker  
associate dean, college of liberal arts and social sciences

introduction of keynote speaker • dr. randall mcclure
chair, department of writing and linguistics

wrap-up • dr. nancy dessommes and dr. mary hadley
department of writing and linguistics

page 5

ConTinUinG EDUCATion UniTs (CEU’s)

this conference meets the criteria for the nationally accepted 
continuing education unit (ceu). each participant successfully 
completing the program will earn .6 ceu’s for 6.0hours of 
participation through the division of continuing education and 
public service at georgia southern university.

KEYnoTE sPEAKER 
michael A. 
Pemberton 
Professor of Writing and 
Linguistics and director of the 
University Writing Center at 
Georgia Southern University

Keynote Address: 
”Redefining Writing; 
Redefining Success”

Author or co-author of four 
books and past president 
of the International Writing 
Centers Association (IWCA), he 
has also published more than 
80 articles on writing center 
ethics, theory, and practice in 
scholarly journals such as the 
Writing Center Journal, Research 
and Teaching in Developmental 
Education, Writing & Pedagogy, 
and the Writing Lab Newsletter. 
His pieces on cognitive modeling 
and writing technologies have 
appeared in College Composition 
and Communication, Computers 
and Composition, The Writing 
Instructor, and various book 
chapters. Professor Pemberton 
serves on the editorial and 
governing boards of the Writing 
Across the Curriculum (WAC) 
Clearinghouse, the Writing 
Center Journal, Computers and 
Composition, IWCA Press, WPA: 
Writing Program Administration, 
Writing and Pedagogy and the 
Writing Center Research Project.

PLAnninG CommiTTEE mEmBERs
DEPARTMENT OF WRITING AND LINGUISTICS, GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

Nancy Dessommes, Co-Chair
Mary Hadley, Co-Chair

EAST GEORGIA COLLEGE

Linda VonBergen

OGEECHEE TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Matthew Gainous

CONTINUING EDUCATION CENTER, GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

J. Marie Lutz
Kelly Pye

sPonsoRs/EXHiBiToRs

Office of the Provost • Georgia Southern University 
Carie Crosby • Bedford/St. Martin’s Press
Andrea Kesterke • Cengage Learning
Amanda Bucher • Pearson
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1:40 PM - 2:40 PM • CoNCUrreNt SeSSioNS

Room 217 – WoRKsHoP       1:40 - 2:40 Pm

Why So Serious? Adding Humor to First-Year Writing
Judy Copeland, Richard Stockton College of New Jersey

This workshop explores how exercises in humor writing can help students establish voice and credibility, heighten 
narrative tension, and make sharp political and cultural critiques.

Room 218 - PREsEnTATions     1:40 - 2:40 Pm

Writing Across the Divide: Or, The Things I Learned When I Went Back to High School
Billie J. Jones, James Madison University

The presenter explores a collaboration across the divide, between a high school English teacher and a university 
writing professor who worked together to teach a dual-enrollment literature course. 

Lights, Camera, Language Arts! Student Success in Writing in a Film and Music LINC 
Learning Community

Jubal Tiner and Michael Porter, Brevard College
This presentation focuses on paired courses, Introduction to Film with Music Appreciation.  The two disciplines 
combine for opportunities in writing development and literary adaptation, resulting in a storyboard sequence set 
to music.

Room 210 PREsEnTATions     1:40 - 2:40 Pm 

Hansel & Gretel or Goldilocks: Lost in the Wilderness of Writing
Jamie A. Hughes, Southern Crescent Technical College
Whether student writers need bread crumbs to follow, or prefer to test the beds, chairs, and porridge to find what is 
“just right” for them, writing lessons that allow both groups to succeed are the focus of this presentation. 

Who Am I Now? Finding a Voice in a New Field
Leila Wells, Southern Crescent Technical College

This presentation discusses students’ conceptualization of both academic and professional voices in the first-year 
writing classroom and how that voice will prove essential to their development as professionals in the workplace.

Room 211  WoRKsHoP      1:40 - 2:40 Pm

Empowering First-Year Writers through Engaged Pedagogy
Ashley Oliphant, Pfeiffer University

Drawing on experiential projects in animal welfare advocacy and middle-school tutoring, the presenter will 
challenge participants to think about the scope and desired outcomes of engaged pedagogy and consider the 
ways they can use experiential education in their own courses.

Sponsored By  
Bedford /St. Martin’s Press

Second Floor Alcove
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2:50 - 3:50 PM • CoNCUrreNt SeSSioNS
Room 217 – PAnEL       2:50 - 3:50 Pm

(R)evolution of Writing, (Re)connecting, (Re)forging, (R)evolving: (Re)introducing Web 2.0
Ed Braun and Darrin Campbell, Valdosta State University
Max Shelton, North Dakota State University

Believing that composition instruction should move beyond the traditional text into the multi-modal, this panel 
will explore students’ pre-existing writing abilities, prejudices, and web identities in comparison to current writing 
environments, curriculums, and contexts.

Room 218 – PREsEnTATions     2:50 - 3:50 Pm

Marketing the Online Writing Lab for Global Student Success
Deneshia Smith, Clemson University

Through studying the five best Online Writing Labs (OWLs), participants will learn how to make their OWL 
synonymous with global student success in writing, as well as making it a resource for professional writers and a 
financial option for donors.

Ending with a Twist: Using Video to Construct Successful Conclusions to Thesis-
Driven Essays

John Regan, Boston University
The presenter describes how video versions of essay introductions and conclusions more accurately represent the 
depth and scope of students’ thinking within their essays.

Room 210 – PREsEnTATions     2:50 - 3:50 Pm

‘Writing is like pretty much the worst thing ever’: Metaphors for Failure; 
Opportunities for Success

Gwen Hart, Buena Vista University
This presentation describes classroom-tested methods for using personal metaphors for writing to reach students 
who feel that writing is a “chore” or “torture.”

Infusing Creative Writing Assignments into Advanced Composition Courses
Clarissa West-White, Florida State University

This presentation describes how original creative writing assignments can spark students’ interest in writing, thus 
reducing the fear and dread that often accompany their initial attitude towards required composition courses.

Room 211 – PAnEL       2:50 - 3:50 Pm

Preparing Students for Successful Careers through Writing and Service Learning 
Pedagogy

Lara Smith-Sitton, Laura Howard, and Laurissa Wolfram, Georgia State University
This panel will explore how the redesign and expansion of a service learning internship program, including the 
implementation of technology-based assignments, results in the transfer of classroom writing skills to real world 
deliverables.

Room 212 – WoRKsHoP       2:50 - 3:50 Pm

The Lunch Bag Sestina: Writing a Collaborative Poem
Beth Copeland, Methodist University

Combining a traditional template with the random associations of the Surrealist poets, this workshop introduces 
participants to an interactive method of teaching students of all ages to write sestinas.



GoLDEn AWARD

Honoring the memory of Dorothy Golden, Georgia Southern 
University Assistant Professor Emerita, the Golden Award 
recognizes dedication to teaching excellence in first-year 
composition or the preparation of students for first-
year composition. One award is given annually by the 
Department of Writing and Linguistics at Georgia Southern 
University. 

 2010

Jane Rago
Armstrong Atlantic State 
University 

2009

Aimee Taylor
Richmond Hill High School 

2008

Donna Hooley
Ogeechee Technical College 

2007

Deborah Carico
Bulloch Academy 

2006

Mary Ann Ellis
Appling County High School 

2005

Kathy Albertson
Georgia Southern University/
Georgia Southern Writing 
Project 

2004

Daniel Edenfield
Bulloch County Performance 
Learning Center 

2002

Pat Fox
Armstrong Atlantic State 
University 

2001

Linda S. Williams
North Georgia College & State 
University 

2000

Charlotte Crittenden
Georgia Southern University
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reCiPieNtS
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UPCoMiNg eveNtS

sPRinG 2011 VisiTinG WRiTERs sERiEs
All presentations are sponsored or co-sponsored by Georgia Southern 
University’s Department of Writing and Linguistics. All events are free and 
open to the public. For more information, call us at 912.478.0739.

Fiction writer and Memoirist Betsy Nichols
7:00 p.m., Wednesday, February 9
Statesboro Regional Library
124 S Main Street, Statesboro, GA

Poet and Memoirist Mary Karr
7:00 p.m., Tuesday, March 1
Performing Arts Center
Georgia Southern University
847 Plant Drive
Statesboro, GA

Poet and Editor Rick Campbell
7:00 p.m., Monday, March 28
Room 24, College of Business Administration
Georgia Southern University
Statesboro, GA

Fiction writer Tina McElroy Ansa
Georgia Southern University Writer-in-Residence 
Summer 2011
7:00 p.m., Tuesday, March 29
Statesboro Regional Library
124 S Main Street, Statesboro, GA

Poet and Memoirist Janisse Ray
7:00 p.m., Thursday, March 31
Statesboro Regional Library
124 S Main Street, Statesboro, GA
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