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John Dorsett came to Javannah from New York City sometime
prior to July 1838, During his brief elght year recidence in
;5ayannah he became well known in both the social and business
,;cmmunities. At the time of his death he left a wife and three
ehildren, but the absence of a will has decreed that the value
0f his estate be lost in history.

iThe,first mention of John Dorsett in Savannah comes in 1838,
An article in the Georsian dated July of 1838 states:

J{..That,thehAugusta Steamship Company will receive

,ﬁelivery of a new ship, named Hamburs, on July 15th.

The ship was constructed at the ship yards of Watts,

Lorwin and Dorsett and the public is invited to the

Vlaunching. The Hambureg will service coasial Georgia

!
.and South Carolina ...

Adn September of 1838, John Dorsett married Sarah R, Fletcher
-0f Savannah in an Lutheran service conducted by Reverend Jealy
of the Lutheran Church of the Ascension here in Savannah,”

‘The week after John and Sarah's wedding an announcement was
‘placed in the Seorzian that “the conpany of Watts, Corwin and
Dorsett was beinz bousght out by John Dorsett and his new partner,
Renry Sazurs®,3 This new-formed partnership was short lived.
There appears to be no extant records of any ship building or
Tepairs by this company and it too was dissolved according to
the announcement in the Georzian dated March 21, 1839.“ The
Year 1839 also marked the birth of John and Sarah's first child,

Maria,s

By 1840 John Dorsett had gone into business for hinself,



He appears to have taken up the task of openlnv his own shipyard. k
AN artlcle dated April 29, 18&1 shows John QRFHFEd in the construc—
tlon of a new marine rallﬂoad and shipyard., The artlcle states |
“that "the fac111tles belng constructed will be a major improvement

“to the port of Savannah and that this new facility will be able to

'handle ships from 100 to 600 tons, which is greater than any
‘present facility in the area".6 The first public record of a
:shiﬁ brought_in for repairs at the Dorsett yard was the 350 ton
f!igtg?v under the command of a Captain Beck, but the article does

—not show the extent of those repalrs.?

The Dorsetts at this tlme were residinz in a home listed as
536 State Street aCCoru:Lncr to the census taﬁen 1n,18ﬁo Prezsent
‘in the household were John, his wife Sarah, daughter Haria and one
‘slave, a female between the ages of 10 to 24 years. All of their
-children were born in this house, The next daughter was named

‘Sarah, who died during infancy and is buried by her father in

“Colonial Park Cemetery.B Next was Frances (Fanny) born in iBuu,
‘followed by Charles H. born ih 1846, 7 |
" On October L, 1846, John Dorsett died at the age of 33 years.
HisAfﬁneral services wére held at Solomns Lodge No, 1 YFM at 3130
'P.m., on October 6, 18&6; There were also memorial services held
‘at two other lodges‘of which he was a member,lo The extent of his
‘estate is undeterminable due to the lack of a will or similar
‘document, It is known that his wife Sarah lost their home to a
‘Carpenter when a bill of approximately $100,00 was not paid.11
Sarah Dorsett moved her family to 217 Price Streetl? where
she lived until her death at the age of B8 on August 22, 1898.12
The daughters also resided with their mother until their deaths,
Maria died at the young aze of 15 on September 14, 1854.13

Their other daughter, Fannyv, went on to become a teacher at the

—




" Chatham Academy for Girls and remained a teacher there ﬁntil her

14

ideath on Auzust 26, 1924 =zt the zze of B0 years. Neither ol her

daughters ever married, TFanny Dorsett did manage to tuild a

" reasonable estate which she left to her brother Charles H. Dorsett
:as her sole beneficiary.l5
The lonzest surviving member of John Dorseti's family was

his only son Charles who became gquite prosperous and at one

point was involved in a number of buslnesses, The City Directory

5of Savannah for 12388 shows Charles as Vice-President of RE&I

iCompany, Real zZstate Agent and Aﬁcfioneer. .His office was iisted

‘at 156 Bay Street with his residence at 169 Gwinnett Street.:’
Charles Dursett iived in Savannah uniil his death on

October 26, 1939 at 6145 a.m.17 ﬁis funeral was held at his homne

Aand both the service and internment were private functions.

Charles left no will, and as for the setiling of his estate, there

are no records to determine the net worth of ithe estate or iis

disposition,
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The Georsiani July 14, 1838 pg. 2 col. 2

The Georsian: Sept 15, 183¢ pey 3 col. 4,Their marriage licence
is on file at the Chatem County Court House, Lhe
licence number is 2063,
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he Gecorgiant Sept 22, 1838 pgy 3 cols &

|

The Georgian: Mery, 21, 1839 ng, 3 col. 2

The eensus records of 1850 show Maria to b= 11 years old.
The Georgian; Apr. 29, 1841 pe. 2 col. 2

The Ceorgiant Aupg. 10, 1841 pg. 2 cols 1

The Colonizl Park Cemetary records
The census records of 18%0 show Frances age 6 and Charles age &

The Colonial Park Cemetery recordss &lso,the obituary of John
Borsett, The Georrian Oct. 5, 1th6 pg. 2 col, 6 '

Research maper on Lhe Dorsett home=93L r. State St.- on file
at. the Georgia Historical Soclety, Whitaker St.. Sav, Ga, 31401

Laurel Grove Cametery Trecords.
Leurel Grove Cemetary records.
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Leurel Grove Cemetcry rocords. The City Directory of bavﬁrnah 192

Panny Dorsett?'s wille on file &t the Chatham County Court House

No.# 877 '
The Citv Directory of Savannah 18&8pg. 205

The & vinnzb Mormine MNews Oct. 27, 1037 obltuary colum Sec,B
C"iV”D1r rctory of Savannah LQBS ve. 311
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