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New online program allows coaches to obtain 
master’s degree in kinesiology 
NOVEMBER 27, 2006 

Time is a precious commodity for coaches at all levels. 

In-season practice sessions and off-season training programs leave very little spare time for coaches 
who want to further their own educations. 

To address this issue, the Department of Health and Kinesiology at Georgia Southern University has 
created a new program that will allow coaches to obtain an advanced degree at their own 
convenience via the Internet. 

The online Master’s of Science Degree in Kinesiology with an Emphasis in Coaching program will 
begin in May 2007. 

The coaching emphasis is designed for experienced coaches who are seeking to improve their 
knowledge and skill base, and for individuals who are preparing to enter the coaching profession. 

One of only two online master’s degree programs for coaches in the entire country, the Georgia 
Southern program is set up so that participants can earn the degree in just four semesters. 

‘Considering the number of hours they spend coaching, it is extremely difficult for many of these 
men and women to find the time to drive to a university campus and take classes,” said Dan Czech, 
the director of graduate programs in the Department of Health and Kinesiology. ‘This is especially 
true for coaches who live and work in rural areas. 

‘The great thing about this online program is that it lets the coaches do the course work whenever 
they want to. They can access the work at any time of the day or night, seven days a week.” 

The program curriculum follows National Coaching Standards for Level 5 Coaching status. The 
courses include athletic training, coaching administration, coaching effectiveness and performance 
enhancement. 

As a capstone experience, each participant will prepare a supervised coaching practicum project. 

To be admitted to the program, a participant must have a bachelor’s degree from an accredited 
institution and a GPA of at least 2.5. The screening process for applicants will begin on Feb. 1 and 
the registration deadline is April 1. 



For more information, including the complete list of admissions requirements, 
visit http://chhs.georgiasouthern.edu/health/m_coaching.html or contact coaching education 
program director Drew Zwald at dzwald@georgiasouthern.edu or (912) 681-0091. 

 

 

Cooke Foundation offers graduate 
scholarships for seniors and recent alumni 
NOVEMBER 27, 2006 

The Jack Kent Cooke Foundation is now accepting applications for its Graduate Scholarship Program, 
one of the largest and most competitive scholarship programs in the country. College seniors at 
more than 2,000 accredited institutions, and alumni who have graduated from those institutions 
since May 2002, may compete for the scholarships. Scholarships from the jack Kent Cooke 
Foundation can total as much as $300,000 (up to $50,000 per year for six years). 

The foundation will award graduate scholarships in early summer 2007 for use during the 2007-2008 
academic year, and it will renew each award in subsequent years based on performance. Last year 
the foundation, which receives approximately 1,200 applications for these scholarships each year, 
presented 76 scholarship awards. Since its inception in 2000, the program has awarded scholarships 
to 285 recipients and given out $24 million. 

Application materials for the Jack Kent Cooke Graduate Scholarship Program are available on the 
Foundation’s Web site, www.jackkentcookefoundation.org or by calling 1-800-498-6478. For more 
information about the program, contact Dr. Saundra M. Nettles, Dean of the College of Graduate 
Studies at snettles@georgiasouthern.edu or at 912-681-0578. 
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