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ABSTRACT

Tax evasion remains a fascinating research topic, as it is more often committed by individuals
considered by society to be “ethical.” The purpose of this study is to explore the various
attitudes of tax evaders and examine them in relation to their personal moral philosophies. The
results of the current study found that tax evaders possessed several attributes, and their personal
moral philosophy attitudes (idealism or relativism) influenced their ethical behavior. Idealism
was found to be negatively associated with self-interest tax evasion behavior while relativism
had the opposite effect. Idealism was also found to be positively related to tax evasion attitudes
stemming from perceived “injustice” of the tax system. The results were explained with respect
to the study’s setting of a permissive tax collection society and lower moral intensity of
respondents. Managerial implications of this study explained, among others, why individuals
who obeyed the idealistic moral philosophy often sought tax evasion.
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