Georgia Southern University

Digital Commons@Georgia Southern

President's Newsletter (2012-2016) Communications from the Oﬁlﬁzggéﬁ

5-31-2014

President's Newsletter

Brooks Keel
Georgia Southern University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/president-news

b Part of the Higher Education Commons

For supplemental articles, click on the link in the recommended citation.

Recommended Citation

Keel, Brooks, "President's Newsletter" (2014). President's Newsletter (2012-2016). 23.
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/president-news/23

This newsletter is brought to you for free and open access by the Communications from the Office of the President
at Digital Commons@Georgia Southern. It has been accepted for inclusion in President's Newsletter (2012-2016)
by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons@Georgia Southern. For more information, please contact
digitalcommons@georgiasouthern.edu.


https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/president-news
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/president
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/president
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/president-news?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu%2Fpresident-news%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1245?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu%2Fpresident-news%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/president-news/23?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu%2Fpresident-news%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@georgiasouthern.edu

May 2014
=
President’s Newsletter

Georgia Southern University

Georgia Southern University Graduates

Receive Degrees During Annual
Commencement Ceremonies

Georgia Southern University recently held its 86th annual Spring Commencement.
This year, more than 2,500 Undergraduate students and 612 Graduate students
received their degrees. It is always exciting for me to witness this tremendous
achievement in the lives of our graduates and watch as they embark on the next
chapter or a new journey.

The Graduate ceremony was held Friday, May 9 at Hanner Fieldhouse, and the
Undergraduate ceremony was held at Paulson Stadium on Saturday, May 10.

During the ceremonies, 32 doctorate degrees were conferred, along with five
Master of Fine Arts degrees. But those were just a handful of the thousands of
other graduate and undergraduate degrees awarded from the University’s eight
colleges over the two day weekend.

We also had the honor of sharing commencement with two distinguished
commencement speakers. Georgia Southern alumna and Georgia Teacher of the
Year Jemelleh Coes ('08) spoke at the Graduate Ceremony while the Honorable
Nathan Deal, governor of Georgia, addressed the Undergraduate audience.

Coes shared an inspirational speech about her experiences, encouraging
graduates to persevere through life’s trials. “Graduates, when the world tells you
that you can't, look back and say ‘watch me.’ | charge you today to share the road



because your purpose and perseverance is a shining model for those to come after

you.

Gov. Deal challenged students to step outside of their comfort zones, emphasizing
the importance of education. “If you cling to your comfort zone in the present and
refuse to use the knowledge you've acquired through your education, you will soon
find out that the world will not feel sorry for you. It is your character that becomes
your ultimate comfort zone, unaltered by success or failure, magnified by humility
and sustained by love.”

To watch the ceremonies and hear Governor Deal’s full commencement address,
visit the University YouTube channel.



http://www.youtube.com/user/GeorgiaSouthernUniv

Georgia Southern Hosts the Governor’s High
Demand Career Initiative
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On Tuesday, May 13, Georgia Southern hosted Governor Nathan Deal’s "High Demand
Career Initiative (HDCI): Preparing Georgia’s Workforce Today" tour. During the series
of statewide meetings, Gov. Deal was joined by University System of Georgia Chancellor
Hank Huckaby, Georgia Department of Economic Development Commissioner Chris Carr
and Technical College System of Georgia Commissioner Ron Jackson. Major companies
such as Firth Rixson, Gulfstream, Briggs & Stratton, Crider Foods, Rayonier, Mitsubishi
Hitachi Power Systems and Great Dane were also represented at the Georgia Southern
event.

As you know, Georgia Southern has always been committed to bringing education,
research and industry together in order to better prepare our students for the workforce, and
in continuing their educations with advanced degrees and research. Georgia Southern is
uniquely positioned to influence worker readiness by not only teaching the theory of a
discipline but also by exposing students to the practical aspects of applying that theory to
real world situations. We are pleased that the Governor of this great state recognized our
University as a leader in fulfilling his goals for preparing a strong workforce in Georgia.



$9.5 Million Military Science Building Funding
Approved

Georgia Southern has been awarded
funding for a new Military Science building
by the Georgia Legislature. Plans are
already underway as construction bids
come in. Design is expected to be
complete by Summer 2015, with
construction to follow.

The Georgia Southern University Reserve
Officer Training Corp (ROTC), the Eagle
Battalion, is the largest non-military
college ROTC program in the
Southeastern United States. It is the
Georgia Officer training site for the
Georgia National Guard and serves as the
Green to Gold counterpart battalion for
Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Airfield,
among other notable designations.

We all remain proud of our ROTC Eagle
Battalion here at Georgia Southern and
are honored that Governor Deal, and both
the Georgia House and Senate, approved
the new Military Science building on our
campus.

During the Spring ROTC Commissioning
eremony held earlier this month, the
epartment of Military Science hosted its

argest commissioning ceremony to date.

Mission Set 14, which includes those

commissioning in Fall 2013 through
ummer 2014 is the largest

ioning class in Georgia Southern
istory. By summer’s end, the Eagle

Battalion will have commissioned

approximately 65 officers (11 Nurse, 54
ine) for the 2013-2014 academic year.
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NFL Draft Hits Home

Georgia Southern Athletics once again reached the national stage as two of our
Eagles were recently selected in the 2014 NFL Draft! Jerick McKinnon was a third-
round pick (No. 96) of the Minnesota Vikings and Lavelle Westbrooks was a
seventh-round choice (No. 252) for the Cincinnati Bengals. Both players were four-
year starters for the Eagles and earned All-American honors during their time at
Georgia Southern. Congratulations to these outstanding players and their
exemplary performance as both Eagle athletes and students.



JERICK LAVELLE
McKINNON WESTBROOKS

RB — ROUND 3, PICK 32 CB — ROUND 7, PICK 37
MINNESOTA VIKINGS CINCINNATI BENGALS




Georgia Southern University continues to be a vibrant institution with a rich history. | am
inspired each day by our richness of diversity and the breadth of talent | find in faculty, staff,
students, alumni and friends. Each of you plays a role in making Georgia Southern what it is
today and I thank you for all that you do. Go Eagles!

ON THE CALENDAR

May 19: Long Term A and Summer Term A classes begin.

May 23: 21st Annual College of Business Golf Tournament

May 26: Memorial Day — Administrative Offices closed and no classes

For additional information about other events taking place this month, please refer
to the calendars below:

o University events: University Calendar

o Athletics events: GSeagles.com

The next “Evening with the President” alumni event will be held in Macon, Ga., on
June 24.
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