City of Commerce, GA
“A City on the Right Track™

Self-Guided Historic Walking Tour

Regan Everett and LynDee Winterton



Background Information

Location: NorthGeorgia foothills, Jackson County

« Oiriginally founded as Harmony Grove in
1808, renamed Commerce in 1904

dustry through 1900s: agricultural
activities (corn, wheat, potatoes,
apples, peaches, and cotton).

Railroad came in 1876

amartine Griffin Hardman, Governor of
Georgia from 1927-1931
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The Town Now:

Historic downtown: collection of
19" and 20t century
commercial and residential
buildings adapted for reuse

The historic district was listed on
the National Register of Historic
Places in 1988.

The people of the town are
excited about preserving their
history and sharing it with others
through a historic downtown
tour.
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Original walking tour
developed c. 1980s

Partial update within last 5
years (left unfinished)

Edifing

Photos Missing

History vs. Architecture
Walking vs. Driving
Level of Significance
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1. Commarca Downtwan Developmant Authority 1445 5. Elm St

2. Dr. Wl B. Hardman House, 120 Pine 5t.

3. E.B. Anderson House 450 Little 5t

4. Spencer Fark

5. Gawremor LG. Hardman Mansion, 1557 5, Elm 51
&, Congar House, 1441 5, Elm St

¥, Flmasant Owen Fittiman House 1373 5, Elm 51
B Farst Baptist Church of Commarcs, 1345 5, B 51,
8B. Family Fallowship Cantar

9. Gray Hill Camatary, Clayton & Scott Strasts
10. Thomas Calguitt Hardman House, 1053 5. Elm St.
11.F.L. Daughtry House, 1029 5. Eim 5t

12. Harmony Grove Mills, Inc.

13. Harris- Waters Store, 12 Madison 5t

‘14 Harris Houss, 1052 5. Brosd 51

15. Litthe House, 1254 5. Broad 5t

16, Burms House 1304 5, Braad 50

17, Farst United Methadist Church, 54 Charry St
1BA. Seabord M, Shankba Howse, 174 Chery St.
1BE. Shankle Family Camstary, 174 Charry St
1%. Commerce City Hall, 27 Sycamora 5t.

20. Commerce Cultural Canter, 232 Charry Streat
21. Siticide Building, 225 Cherry St

22, Fhankle-Bowden House, 140 State St

23. Commerce Civic Center 110 State 5t

24, Perry Law Firm, 1774 M. Brosd 5t

25, Jay's Departiment Stone, 1710 5, Broad 51,

26, Opers House, 1650 5, Broad SL

27, Luke David Hause, 1% Homer 5t,

28, Harbar Housa, 22800 N Broad St

2%, Mixn-Massay House, 192 Washinghon St

30, Community Bank & Trust, 1857 KL Elm St

31. Hood Building, 1819 M Elm St

32. Commesce Drug, 1751 BLElm St

33. Sanders Fumiture, 1657 5. Elm 5t

34. Qur Town Artiques, 1671 5. Elm 5t
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The Project: Original Material

Historic Commerce
Walking Tour Map

We invite you to enjoy the history,
achitecture and pleasant scenery of
beatuiful Commerce, Georgia and

thank you for your interest in the historic
treasures Commerce has to offer. As you
stroll through the storied past and explore
the present vibrancy of our town, please
be aware of traffic at all times, especially
when crossing Broad and Elm Streets and
use crosswalks whanever passible,

VICTORA At

Approx. Walking
Distance to Next Site
Site  Mile | Site  Mile
1 01z | 19 0.05
2 014 201 0.08
345 01s |22 0.08
& 007 | 23 010
7 007 |24 0.06
sAeB 005 | 25 0.06
? 039 |26 0.4%
10/11 0,24 27 031
12 011 | 28 0323
13 033 |29 0.58
14 024 |30 0,03
1546 018 |31 0.07
17 013 az 0,0
1BAM BB 0.04 0.02
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#27 - 19 Homer St. - Luke Davis House

Buailt circa 1684 as the Preshyterian

Church of Harmamny Grove, this stric-
ture was traded in 1900 10 Mr. Luke
Deavis for the construction of a newer
and lasger churcl, Mr. D:'rﬂ whe
received 51,500 for I!Flrrlll‘Fr'rrnn_':,
added porches and dormers to the
building when he converted it into 2

house. This lome is currently a private
e I:ILE

o Mo b et
R e

"

Al |

Orriginal

Tads & UF

Aid W 5

q.l.l'i-"'-"-’ ,-_,.,_'l".' =
Aifher ss - of ._,3-«

#28 - 2280 N. Broad St -
-
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Harber House

This Colonial Revival slfka;:;bull-.
circa 1900, The howse was awned by D
John Castalaw :|1|:|. ]:l:‘r h':,r] Harhes,

A bocal merchani Harber familics
owned the hame lor aver 50 :.r:-a;:}'[hc
Richard family purchased the home in
1960 and operated as A bed
and breakfast for 10 vears. Tha bihis is

Bow L privide residence. The home still
has all the original windows, “Hrereare
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#29 - 192 Washington Street - Nix-Massey Hou.

Built in 1902 by John Morgan "-[l:l,'[[""""‘"':

AL Jueen Anne Victoria

Al P sTarap around porch and
Gingerbread Trim. Woad for the
original construction-elts-i-heme

was cut from the Mix farm in Apple

Valley, which was anly four miles from 9
Commerce. The Fd Masey .I’a:rni]:rlll.tﬁ
Inh,'.-'l.t&ﬁugh'l the home and members of the "

Tamilly lived there for over 7 years
until Mrs, Lydia Nix Massey died in

T-'m a1 age 88 fomathan and Cindy s
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#30 - 1851 N. Elm St - Community Bank & Trust

Dris_i.ruﬂ].' the Andrew Jackson Hotel,
this building was congtructsd in 1948
by contractar Ralph Pardue [The hotel
-eripinatty had 40 rooms, each with a
rt»:'ﬂ"cl' private hath, a coffer raam, kitchen,
bangue hall and spacious lobby and

cosd $250,000 to conatruct. LR Awg 17,

1957 W] dise jockey, Bill Anderson,
later & member of the Country Music
Hall of Fame, wrote his frst hde “Clry
Lights” from atop the Andrew [ackson
Hatel where he rented a renm,

Current




The Project: A Day in Commerce

Our da/v in Commerce:

- Took the current walking tour

- /Interacted with local residents with long-standing fies to
community

- Lirary Genealogy Room —-researched local history and
orominent names

Some observations:
\ - Condition of Buildings
\ - Afttitude of People

- Location of Town
- Heritage Tourism Potential




The Project: Next Steps

Loéerm Plan:

Re-structure — walking downtown tour and extended/
architecture driving tour
Ifing
Content development — find the stories
- Interviews with local business owners
Pictures
A finished product...




Thank You

- Natalie Thomas, City of Commerce CCA/Mainstreet Manager
Sandra Haggard, City Clerk

- Jennifer and Katherine Sanders, Sanders Furniture

- Susan Rice, Commerce Public Library

- Angel Tuggle, Commerce Public Library




