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This is rn interviev of Hrs, Ne kirk of Rincon, Georgin, Her
femily= the Helmys- c:me from Gerceny with the oricinal Salzburgers
vho settled -t Ebehezer in Effinghonm Coonty,

Intervieved by: Debbie :nd Sond-a Ulrep ' |

Mra. N,

~Abertorn, ond ther thcy canié on t6 01ld Lbenezer ond cotoe.

The Sal-~burgers vas o colony of ~eo~le tii t larces i
"% 0ld Eberezer in I7%4. They came from Sal-burgy i
‘ustrin, ot that tine vas Selzburg, Germony., And they |

: B coL - The Catholics forced ‘
them awey from their homed, -fhey gat help frem the |
king, end they traveled rround about a year before they |
ceme on to - imerien, It vac a Luthersn Colony, and the i
cimreh woc ectnally formed before they left to come to .
merica, They settled at vhrt war known s Old Ebenerer, |
Reglly, they vere in cont~ct vith Ogelthorne in Scvennch, |
and he helnel them a nlace, And they came un to !

bliched a honieri{te there. And they strycd ~t 01d
Etenezer for two yeers, but it vop cuch o low nlace,.
end . there vwes so0 much rickness until they got nermission
fron Oglethorne to move ‘hisher nnd cloece to the river, -
So they roved from 0ld Ibenezer to wirnt is.now, ve know,
Ebenezer, It's on the bank of Savommeh River, Thoy vere
veonle th-t came fron n nount-inous country, eond they
settled in the swranl-nd, snd there v-e g0 much fever and
hardchips, th-t co.a-~ny of them died, thore tvould be reve
erel thet sould die in one d-~y,. On account of the weter
thot tey drrrk w-t ome of 4 thince,  Tho fovn of Ibeneze
vas conled from the »lanr of the cify of S-vemrche Iboncne
vas one of the churchee thot wro eetrbilinhed before the
Revolutionary War, ond it wre used during the *‘nericen
'es for indevendence. The Pritish under Colonel Archibald
C-mpbell occuried the tovm of :'ev Ebenezer ond used the
Church building firct -s a hoonitel ond leter as a ct-ble
for the cavalry horees., Due to the desth of o meny of
the nothers ot childbirth, they had to do sonething ~bout
the children, snd they had the firet oroh-nece,. I think,
in the United Stotes. ‘And they built thic er-hanrge honme,
and toé~y thir mreum that they heve at Ibenezer is » COY |
of the orshensge although 1t'e built in mach vetter noteris
Vhen they decidcd to build e better church, ané¢ they verc
¢oing to build this brick builiing, they nece the tricks
dovn at the river, And the vonoen vould ‘bring them in
their aprons up the river brnk up to vhere the Chureh is
located. And that's hov they cot the churbh built., Ang
the cilver bellc that they had thoreevell one of then's
2 silver bell, I don't know about the other-vas given by
John ‘e: ley, . . o o
Revercnd John Mentin' Bolzeus end Rewercad Iareel
Christien Grenmou were the nectors, . Amd the firet of four
trensnorts of Selzbtirgers exiledarrived et Srvannah on
Herch 12, 1734, 1In 1779, the thriving tovn of Ebenezer
ves, captured by the Iritich. 1763, the Continentrig
under Generel Anthony ayne drove the Pritich out of
Ebeneger, And in July 1782, the Georgla legislature met
in the churéh. And m11 thet remprins of dhe town now is
that the Lutheran Deople 1n The Ne1gubornuuu sviie Hoge
shiv in the church, The town vasn't enccessful due to
fover, dicrrhes, and Aintheris,
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Nevkizliw?

The town of Rincon vee vhen théy put the rrilrosd %rrck,
Seey,neople ceme out to the treins., You know, that¥s how
all the 1little towvme sot sharted,

Thot'c hov it started, becruse it was o tr-in strtion ?
They vere putting the rrilroad track throuch.

Hov nay years weg ther in between thet time ? (ﬁetween
the fell of Ebenezer snd the grovth of Rincon)

Oh, 2 hundred ¥errs.

This wren't onything in between ? |

Just treils, 1 guess. Oh, the Salgburgers were friendly
vith the Indians, Tomichichi was very pgood to them, -
They would kill meeat, & deer, ond cook it eond tring it
to the Selzburgers, but the would stey there end weoit
ond see that i¥ was divided, -

The Indirng would ?

Un~hum, They wouldn't give it 4& them ~nd juet wrilk

s0me,

- awey., They wanted tc cee thet, you know, everybody got

Yhat's Tomichichi femous for ?
He geve the land to Oglethorpe,

Cne of the squares in Seovannah, you know, is nrmed after
Tonichichi, He woe very friendly vith the vhite nen,
You know, he tsught them how to grow corn.

/ C
He nersurded the Indiens to give the lend to Oglethorpe,
too, didn't he ? _

1 imagine so,
Vez Lbenezer and Scvennsh govermed on the scme lines ?

Yes, they were under, I guess you'd cell it, ruled in

a frshion by oglethorpe. See, they were expecting the
Sponish to come in here, #4And to protect: S~venneh, they
put these 1little colonies around, end some neonle that
have etudied it raid th~t's why they put the Sslzburgers
up here to protect them, And, you lknow, different cole
onies that were coming in. See, there was three trans-
vorts thet come, therr ships, The Pursburg wes the first
chip that ceme, snd they were strictly relirious peoslie,
They cone for weligious richts, but they weren't able

to feed themselves, end they weren't skilled in thin-e
enough to teke core of t{hemselves . So, then, some
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Siiilled lnborers crme in, like a cobbler ond crrrenters
thet could build, =nd they hrd snecisl titles for them
that come Jater, And they were the ones thet built up
the town, Beceuse they hed no wey of getting snything,
Even if they hrd money, they couldn’t buy anything.

They hnd to produce everything they used, And, of course,
they had to have somebody thet was skilled in building,
And the ladies lerrned to veave end things like that bee
ceuse they'd have to meke their cloth., They rould send
‘mrteriale and things over, but, you see,, the ships ceame
over so seldomuntil, well, they just didn't have things

to do with, .
Ss U, vho wes the leader of the Salgzburgers ?
Mrs. N. Bolzeue and Grensu,
Ds U, About horw ruch rrer did Ebencger take in ?
Mrs, N, I knov they cave erch person nrlotﬂror ® home, ~nd then

they would give them some rcresge for a farm. But they
lived closge together, becruse the depended cn es=ch other
for help nnd in tine of sickness or any drnser or enything
like that, They had to depend rre~tly on the neishbors,

D, U, About how neny vere in the groun that camé over ?

Mra, I, Seems 1ike it ween't but fifty~something.

Da U, Altogether 7. |

Mrs. N, In the first the giroun,

Ss Us How meny grouns ceme 7

Mrs, ¥, Three. I think our femily c¢cme on the cecond tronsvort,

Do Us Did = lot of the femilies from Ebenezer settle in Rincon
: and Effinghem County afterwnrds 7

Mrs. I, Yes, ~nd ¢ lot of then moved ewry, I think it's toward

the back (of the church) you cen see the hendncde brickes,
You can see the fingerprints,

Do Us On the church ?

Mrs., N, On the bricks. . .
Fron 1736 to 1767, the town grewv into e thriving
corrmnity of some 1,000 persone ~nd had geined sonme ,
degree of prosperity. 1In 1767, the decicion to builg
a permenent church. btuilding wre nade and occtuel cone
' struction sterted under the leadershiv of the prstors,
%$ggke and Rebenhurst., And the church wes finiched 13

S. U, How meny more ye-rs @id they hold up until it fellg
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That vas grrdual, People greduclly moved away, You
tcke in my deddy’s dey, they 211 lived out there and
gverything, Around 1890, they were working on putting
the railroad through here, and o lot of them moved from
Evenezer to Rincon. Uy grendfather moved out here,

And thea gradually, es they morried, they noved awsy «
the young peonle, One rerson the young peosle lef+t the ..
church wns becouse they hed the services in German, and
the 01d Zerman people vould not rccept the English lane
guege, And, as the young peonle csme selong, they'd zo
to the churches thot used the BEnglish lancurge,

Well, if they moved from Ebenezer to Rinocon, if Rimcon
wzan't here yet, XNow'd they do thot ?

Well, they would £o down to Goshen., I thirfk they went
to Goshen a lot, Thrt'e this little church os you come
in. Thst once belonged to the Ebsnezer Church. And -
they wvould w1k from Ebeneger to (Goshen,

About how meny miles is that ?

Ohy from Rincon it's five niles to Ebeonser, and then to
Goshen, 1t'e threé. That's eight miles,

_ See, Abercorn ves o kind of ~ cettlement, but they
vould o acroes the river. They'd go ever to Purzburg
2 lot, And, see, a lot of the Sslzbuirers married peo-
ple fron South Carolina, They would come ccross the .

‘Tiver in boris from over - well - they mention Pursburg,

tut I don't know of other places, vhether they would .
come, . Becamse Charleston had alresdy been settled,

- During the Revolutionery War, 1 told. you, the church
vas used for a hospital, and then it was used for = stn-
ble, becruse the British had took over the toun,

Do you know how Rincon got it's neme ?

Yep, I can tell %qu everything about Rincon., Rincon was
naed by George D, Wadley. And he named it for & little
prosperous town in Mexico. The word "rincon", I think,
means "smell." I think he w-s & surveyor, because his
nsome is on the nap st the courthouse of the towm of Rin-
con, end he signed it re a surveyor,. So, hé must have
surveying for the rrilroed. And they come in here ebout
1800 %0 build the reilroad. And vhen they did, differemt
people ceme and bullt 1ittle stores ond things like that,
you know,for the roilroed people. And they had a boord-
ing house for the railroed neople. And it was just like
eny nev town. Rincon thrived, It did a lot of business
beck in the ecrly, errly doye, Let's see, I'llshow you
some of the stores and things in Rincon, In the heginm
ing, it wes mostly people that ca,e in with the rsilrcad
and people ithet were followving the railroad, Now, there
was on: of the stores. That was the post office, That's
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ny daddy standing thers., Thet wag hls store right =cross

fron the .depot. And the depot wes right in the center
of to¥m, L .

Vhat wes your family's name ?

Helnmy. |

And they come in with the second transport ¢

I think ve came in on the gecﬁnd.

Hes ﬁost of your frmily been here ever since ?

Unwhumm, But tﬁere“é not too meny Heimye 1eft, A few
of them ~ a cousin moved to South Cerolinas aome of then
moved to Savannah, and that's all,

Yhat were some of the érig:lna‘: families ?

The Gnanns, the Weldhours, Seckingere, Zittrouers, Dashers,
Kegslers, Reisers, ;

Most of j:hose families are aﬂl]_: her aren't they ?
Unhumm, '

Whet is left of Ebememer now? Juet the cemetary and
the church 7

Just the church. And the Ebenegzer oommun:lt{ vhere some
of the older families are living, but nov they‘re selling
the land. New ;:eople are moving in. There's a lot of
nev people that'’s moved in in the last five years,

Down vhere Ebenezér was 7?7 .
Not down at the church but that ares, Ther dy Long

Bridge, there’s @ lot of pronle. They're all new peonle = )
out of town people. | '
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