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Absitract

Two professors from two disciplines - education and sociology - analyzed the
commonalities, differences, successes, and challenges of conducting cross-
disciplinary Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) research at the course
level (micro-level). This case study of their collaboration resulted in a series of
lessons learned which add to the literature base on the process of SoTL
collaboration. The results of their professional collaboration at this level provide



a validation for increased communication and alignment during

the development and implementation of the projects developed to enhance
teaching and learning in their respective courses. This erudition illuminates the
potential of increased SoTL collaborations across disciplines at the micro-level.

Practical Application

Colleagues may benefit from the examination of the (a) commonalities, (b)
differences, (c) successes, and (d) challenges of collaborating in cross-
disciplinary research with the goal of improving college-level teaching. Five
lessons learned from this project are: include time for collaboration, understand
differences in each discipline, communicate about and accept differences of
opinions and outcomes, and acknowledge the advantages of exchanging ideas
about teaching. Additionally, SOTL promotes the idea that teaching can be
thought of as a form of scholarship and, thus, may attract future scholars,
stimulate active learning by students, engage faculty as both teachers and
learners, and maintain a vibrancy of scholarship in professors' work. With a SoTL
focus on improving one's teaching and continually creating new knowledge,
others can take what is learned by SoTL researchers and make it applicable to
their own college-level classroom.
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Reflective Educators for Diverse Learners

Georgia Southern College of Education continues to offer the University's oldest professional degree, preparing future
educators and leaders through diverse, intensive field experiences, cutting edge technology and research-based instruction.
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It offers more than 30 degree programs and is a regional leader in online graduate programs.The College's National Youth-At-
Risk Center and Goizueta Distinguished Chair in Hispanic/Latino Education, along with leadership in the University's Institute
for Interdisciplinary STEM Education, reinforce its commitment to these important areas of national need.

Georgia Southern University is a Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offering more than 120 degree
programs serving more than 20,000 students. Through eight colleges, the University offers bachelor's, master's and doctoral
degree programs built on more than a century of academic achievement. In 2012, the University was named one of the Top
10 most popular universities in the country by U.S. News & World Report and is a top choice of Georgia's HOPE scholars.
Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered approach to education
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