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Chapter Summary
 

 
This chapter cri�cally and autobiographically discusses the ways in which I
started prac�cing cri�cal pedagogy before encountering the work of Freire or
any other cri�cal pedagogy literature. Cri�cal pedagogy is a process of dialogue
by which learners engage in deeper and more cri�cal understanding of what
they are learning and how it affects others, their ac�ons, the community, etc.
My beginnings with cri�cal pedagogy were generated through my experiences
teaching in Upstate New York and my innate dissa�sfac�on with the banking
method that prevailed at Romulus Central School and other educa�onal
ins�tu�ons during my teaching career. Banking educa�on, as defined by Freire
(1971), indicates that tradi�onally teachers make deposits of informa�on into



students like making a deposit at a bank with the expecta�on that students will
return the deposit as informa�on for a test ques�on. When I did come to read
Pedagogy of the Oppressed (1971), it "was like being in a completely dark room
and someone turning on a bright light." The consequences that my students and
I faced as we read the word and the world, lead me to emphasize that cri�cal
pedagogy necessarily entails risk. The risk of visibility and consequently
vulnerability for both teacher and student. Risk is involved because such
pedagogy ques�ons the taken-for granted in mainstream educa�on and in the
larger society as well. I also read student evalua�ve comments in order to
grapple with student enthusiasm and resistance to cri�cal pedagogy. Since no
pedagogy is inherently libera�ng, enthusiasm and resistance are discussed.
Finally, there is an emphasis in this chapter on hope for the possibili�es that
cri�cal pedagogy can provide in educa�on, teaching and our society in the
present and in the future.

Practical Application
In today's educa�on system which relies on standardized, high stakes tes�ng
and the simple banking of informa�on, there are alterna�ves. One such
alterna�ve is cri�cal pedagogy which replaces the deposi�ng of informa�on
with dialogue, the exchange of ideas and learning in classrooms. All become
learners. This autobiographical account discusses teaching experiences in using
cri�cal pedagogy in a variety of classrooms from rural high schools to Na�ve
American reserva�on schools to undergraduate and graduate university
classrooms. It does not discuss methodology, but the ways in which cri�cal
pedagogy can help to develop students who become not simply consumer
ci�zens but cri�cal ci�zens willing to ask ques�ons and par�cipate in the socio-
poli�cal issues of our �me.
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