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Message from the President

JANUARY 11, 2017
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Jan. 11, 2017

To the University Community:

Today, the Board of Regents approved a plan to consolidate Georgia Southern University and Armstrong State
University. The combined institution will be named Georgia Southern University.

See the USG press release here.

I hope you share in the excitement and optimism this opportunity presents for current and future students of both
institutions. The consolidation combines the best of both universities and reinforces the student-centered commitment
of each school throughout their long histories. With more than 27,000 students, Georgia Southern will be the fourth
largest public university in Georgia.

The consolidation process will take approximately 18 months and will be a joint effort led by representatives from both
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Georgia Southern and Armstrong.

As we move forward, I – with the help and leadership of Armstrong State University President Linda Bleicken – will lead
an implementation team that will work closely with leadership at the University System of Georgia. 

We will hold Town Hall sessions on Thursday, Jan. 19 at each institution so our entire community – on and off-
campus – will have an opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback on the consolidation. We welcome your
input. If you are unable to make it to the Town Hall, the sessions will be streamed live on the new consolidation
website:consolidation.georgiasouthern.edu. I encourage you to visit this site often for updates.

It is important to me that you feel included in this process as we move forward. Each of you are an integral part of this
process and a part of the Georgia Southern University family.  

Thank you.

Jaimie Hebert, Ph.D.
President, Georgia Southern University

Jan. 6, 2017

To the University Community:

The beginning of a new year always brings a sense of hope and possibility and 2017 is no different.

The Board of Regents and the University System of Georgia continues to assess how its institutions can effectively and
efficiently serve the state and provide access to education to its citizens. Chancellor Steve Wrigley will recommend to
the Board of Regents that Georgia Southern University and Armstrong State University be consolidated at the next
Board of Regents meeting, which will be held January 11.

The recommended consolidation will combine the best of both institutions, which are just an hour apart and ultimately
serve many of the same students coming from southeast Georgia who are seeking higher education.

I will provide more information following the board meeting.

Jaimie Hebert, Ph.D.
President, Georgia Southern University

Visit the University System of Georgia newsroom here.
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