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GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
Georgia Southern University, a Carnegie Doctoral/
Research University, is a member institution of 
the University System of Georgia. It is one of the 
most comprehensive centers of higher education 
in Georgia. A residential campus of more than 
20,500 students, Georgia Southern is one of the top 
universities of choice in Georgia for new freshmen 
and for HOPE Scholars. Students come from 49 
U.S. states and more than 90 nations, bringing 
a broad spectrum of backgrounds, interests and 
talents to the University community.
	
Georgia Southern’s hallmark is a superior 
educational experience with all of the benefits of 
a major university, but the feel of a much smaller 
college.  It is this combination that serves as 
the foundation for the University’s outstanding 
reputation for academic excellence and focus on 
its students. At Georgia Southern, our students 
value a well-rounded college experience, a faculty 
where professors know their name and their first 
priority is teaching. In addition, students appreciate 
a campus environment that encourages learning 
and growing. With expanding graduate programs 
and opportunities for discovery, Georgia Southern 
also embraces its research mission.

The University offers 125 degree programs at the 
baccalaureate, master’s and doctoral levels through 
eight colleges:  College of Liberal Arts and Social 
Sciences, College of Education, College of Business 
Administration, College of Health and Human 
Sciences, Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health, 
Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and 
Information Technology, College of Science and 
Mathematics and the Jack N. Averitt College of 
Graduate Studies. Georgia Southern is accredited 
by the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools and has earned special accreditation from 
professional and academic associations that set 
standards in their fields.

The University is listed in U.S. News & World 
Report’s Best Colleges and was named one of the 
top 10 most popular universities in the country 
in 2012.  The University has also been recognized 
as one of the most military friendly schools by 
multiple publications including G.I. Jobs and 
Military Advanced Education. In addition, its 
outstanding College of Business Administration 
and Nursing programs continue to be recognized 
among the best in the country.
 
Founded in 1906 as a district agricultural school, 
Georgia Southern’s century of history has built 
a tradition of spirit, pride and achievement. The 
institution advanced to become a teachers’ college, 
a senior college and in 1990 earned its status as the 
first university in the southern half of Georgia. 
Located in Statesboro, a safe, classic Main Street 
community of approximately 30,000 residents 
northwest of Savannah, the University provides 
enriching cultural and educational opportunities 
to people of all ages, and reaches out to benefit 
the region and state through research and public 
service.

Georgia Southern’s  more than 900-acre campus 
is one of the most beautiful in the state, featuring 
gently rolling lawns, scenic lakes and soaring pines. 
The historic heart of campus is a classic college 
portrait – buildings of red brick and white columns 
framed by live oaks and an archway of pecan trees. 
Beyond the circle of the original buildings, classic 
and contemporary lines blend in an expanding 
horizon of new facilities, connected by a paver-tiled 
walking boulevard called the Pedestrium. During 
the past decade, the University has witnessed 
extraordinary development with the construction 
of new academic, housing and athletics facilities. 
Continued enhancement and growth of the campus 
include the construction of a new Biological 
Sciences Building, dining and recreational facilities. 

Georgia Southern serves the Coastal Southeast 
region, the state and the Southeast United 
States through research and public services that 
promote educational, economic, cultural and social 
progress through creative solutions to regional 
challenges. Research varies from probing the 
genetic chemistry of disease-spreading parasites 
for keys to their biological control, to advancing 
the economic development of the region. Centers 
for business research and development, rural 
health, international studies, public affairs, 
teacher education, rehabilitation technology, water 
policy and biostatistics involve teams of experts 
working on regional and community concerns. 
The University extends educational opportunities 
through both undergraduate and graduate online 
degree programs and classes accessible from 
anywhere in the world with an Internet connection.

Georgia Southern has gained recognition for its 
nationally competitive athletics program. The 
University’s 15 Division I teams compete in the 
Southern Conference and the University recently 
joined the Sunbelt Conference.   Across-the-board 
commitment to excellence has resulted in an 
unprecedented six NCAA Football Championship 
Series (FCS) football national championships 
and NCAA participation in men’s and women’s 
basketball, baseball, golf, softball, women’s tennis, 
women’s track and field and volleyball.

The University also has an active alumni program 
serving more than 75,000 alumni around the world.  
Some of the University’s prominent alumni include 
country music star Luke Bryan; Mike Davis, 
Executive Director of the U.S. Golf Association 
(USGA); Hala Moddlemog, former President of 
Arby’s Restaurant Group and President elect of the 
Metro Atlanta Chamber;  and Dan Cathy, President 
and Chief Operating Officer of Chick-fil-A. 

For more information, visit the University’s home 
page GeorgiaSouthern.edu.
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ACADEMIC DISTINCTION

THE SYMBOLS OF ACADEMIC TRADITION
The Mace

Leading the Processional of faculty and administration is the 
Macebearer, the faculty member holding the rank of professor 
with the highest seniority of service at Georgia Southern 
University.

The Mace is a two-and-one-half foot shaft and sphere of cast 
Everdur Bronze and carved American walnut. This 
representation of the ceremonial symbol of office and 
authority was designed and crafted in 1988 by Thomas P. 
Steadman, Associate Professor of Art. Its angular forms 
and low-gloss finishes are reminiscent of the medieval 
battle mace from which the more scepter-like academic 
mace evolved.

The design of the Mace blends forms suggested by 
native flora of South Georgia. The magnolia leaves 
and stems encircling the head of the mace in a double 

helix symbolize Georgia Southern’s link with its region. A 
small ballast rock, found on the Georgia coast and traced to 
probable British origin, is embedded in the finial base of the 
shaft representing the foundation of the institution.

Regalia
The history of academic attire is also traced to the Middle Ages 
when it may have been necessary for scholars to wear gowns 
and cowls for warmth in the unheated halls of academe of 
the period. The robes and hoods have evolved as ceremonial 
garments signifying level of degree, academic field, and the 
awarding institution.

Today’s gowns for baccalaureate, masters, education specialist, 
and doctoral degrees are made of a rayon blend, always black. 
Bachelors gowns have pointed sleeves and are worn closed. The 
gowns for the masters and specialist degree, also worn closed, 
have an oblong sleeve with a base that hangs open at the wrist. 
The doctoral gowns have bell-shaped sleeves which may be 
worn open or closed. It is the tradition of Georgia Southern 
to reserve hoods for masters and education specialist degree 
candidates. These hoods are black, three and one-half feet long, 
lined with the official colors of the institution, and trimmed in 
velvet in the color of the degree field.

Caps in the form of mortarboards are made of cotton poplin 
or a similar material. The tassel is the color which reflects the 
degree.

The ornamental braided cord draped over the left shoulder of 
some of the baccalaureate graduates is called a fourragère. The 
design follows French military tradition and signifies special 
recognition of baccalaureate students graduating with honors.

Banners
Banners representing each of the eight Colleges, the Center for 
International Studies, and the University Library are displayed 
at Commencement.  Representation of the Banners signifies 
the colors of disciplines in the Colleges, and celebrates the 
University’s academic programs. 

Graduation with Honors
Undergraduate students who accomplish a high level of 
academic achievement, as reflected by their grade point 
average, receive distinction as follows:

Grade Point Average:
3.5-3.69	 Cum Laude
3.7-3.89	 Magna Cum Laude
3.9-4.0	 Summa Cum Laude

Students graduating with honors are distinguished at 
commencement exercises by a blue and white honor cord 
attached to the left shoulder of their gowns.  Their distinction 
is recognized by notation on their diplomas and in their 
academic transcripts.

NOTE:	 Since programs are prepared in advance of the receipt 
of final grades, the listing of graduates and honor recipients may, 
in some instances, be inaccurate.  Also, in addition to GPA, there 
are other requirements to qualify for graduation with honors.  
The fact of graduation and the receipt of honors are validated 
by the students’ permanent records which are kept by the Office 
of the Registrar.

University Honors Program Scholars
The University Honors Program (UHP) offers a special Honors 
curriculum to a select group of academically talented students.  
In addition to high academic standards, the Program requires a 
substantial commitment to community service and experiential 
learning.  The diplomas of graduating University Honors 
Program Scholars are distinguished by the UHP designation. 

University Honors Program 1906 Scholars
The 1906 Scholarship is the most prestigious award for 
incoming freshmen in the University Honors Program.  In 
addition to their participation in the University Honors 
Program, these students enroll in a sequence of additional 
seminars dedicated to service, leadership and research.  
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ACADEMIC COLORS
Jack N. Averitt College of Graduate Studies
Light Blue	 Doctor of Education
Apricot	 Doctor of Nursing Practice
Royal Blue            Doctor of Philosophy
Citron	 Doctor of Psychology
Light Blue	 Education Specialist
Drab	 Master of Accounting
	 Master of Arts
White		  English
White		  History
White		  Social Science
White		  Sociology
White		  Spanish
Light Blue	 Master of Arts in Teaching
Drab 	 Master of Business Administration
Light Blue 	 Master of Education
Brown	 Master of Fine Arts
Pink	 Master of Music
Peacock Blue	 Master of Public Administration
	 Master of Science
Science Gold		  Biology
Science Gold		  Computer Science
Sage Green		  Kinesiology
Science Gold		  Mathematics
Citron		  Psychology
Sage Green		  Recreation Administration
Sage Green		  Sport Management
Orange	 Master of Science in Applied Engineering
Apricot	 Master of Science in Nursing
Orange	 Master of Technology

Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health
Salmon Pink 	 Doctor of Public Health
Kelly Green	 Master of Healthcare Administration
Salmon Pink 	 Master of Public Health
Sage Green	 Bachelor of Science in Health Science

Center for International Studies
	 Bachelor of Arts
Aquamarine		  International Studies
	 Bachelor of Science
Aquamarine		  International Trade

College of Business Administration
	 Bachelor of Arts
Copper		  Economics
Drab	 Bachelor of Business Administration
	 Bachelor of Science
Maroon		  Hotel and Restaurant Management

College of Education
Light Blue	 Bachelor of Science in Education

Allen E. Paulson College of
Engineering and Information Technology
	 Bachelor of Science
Science Gold		  Computer Science
Orange	 Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 
Orange	 Bachelor of Science in 
		  Civil Engineering Technology
Orange	 Bachelor of Science in Construction
Orange	 Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering 
Orange	 Bachelor of Science in 
		  Electrical Engineering Technology

Science Gold	 Bachelor of Science in Information Technology
Orange	 Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering
Orange	 Bachelor of Science in 
		  Mechanical Engineering Technology

College of Health and Human Sciences
	 Bachelor of Science
Maroon		  Child and Family Development
Maroon		  Fashion Merchandising and Apparel Design
Maroon		  Interior Design
Maroon		  Nutrition and Food Science
Sage Green		  Recreation
Sage Green		  Sport Management
Sage Green	 Bachelor of Science in Athletic Training
Sage Green	 Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology
Apricot	 Bachelor of Science in Nursing

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
	 Bachelor of Arts
Science Gold		  Anthropology
Brown		  Art
Crimson		  Communication Arts
White		  English
White		  History
White		  Modern Languages
Pink		  Music
Dark Blue		  Philosophy
Dark Blue		  Political Science
Citron		  Psychology
White		  Sociology
Brown		  Theatre
White		  Writing and Linguistics
Brown	 Bachelor of Fine Arts
Gold & White	 Bachelor of General Studies
Pink	 Bachelor of Music
	 Bachelor of Science
Silver		  Communication Studies
Crimson		  Journalism
Crimson		  Multimedia Communication
Dark Blue		  Political Science
Citron		  Psychology
Crimson		  Public Relations
White		  Sociology
Orange	 Bachelor of Science in 
		  Graphic Communications Management
Science Gold	 Bachelor of Science in Justice Studies

College of Science and Mathematics
	 Bachelor of Arts
Science Gold		  Biology
Science Gold		  Chemistry
Science Gold		  Geography
Science Gold		  Geology
Science Gold		  Physics
	 Bachelor of Science
Science Gold		  Geography
Science Gold		  Geology
Science Gold		  Mathematics
Science Gold	 Bachelor of Science in Biology
Science Gold	 Bachelor of Science in Chemistry
Science Gold	 Bachelor of Science in Mathematics
Science Gold	 Bachelor of Science in Physics
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HONORARY DEGREES AWARDED BY GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
The Board of Regents approves the awarding of a highly-selective 
honorary degree, which is conferred by University System 
of Georgia institutions to recognize individuals of notable 
achievement in an academic field, the arts and letters, their 

profession, or public service. Since 1996, Georgia Southern 
University has been privileged to confer Honorary Doctoral 
Degrees to the exceptional individuals listed below.

	 BETTY FOY SANDERS	 Doctor of Fine Arts	 August 11, 1996 
	 THE HONORABLE CARL SANDERS	 Doctor of Laws	 August 11, 1996 
	 ALLEN E. PAULSON	 Doctor of Science	 June 14, 1997
	 THE HONORABLE F. EVERETT WILLIAMS	 Doctor of Humane Letters	 December 8, 1997 
	 JACKIE ANDERSON STRANGE	 Doctor of Letters	 June 14, 1998 
	 THE HONORABLE ARTHUR GIGNILLIAT	 Doctor of Humane Letters	 December 19, 1998 
	 WILLIAM FREEMAN	 Doctor of Letters	 May 8, 1999 
	 EMMA KELLY	 Doctor of Fine Arts	 May 9, 1999 
	 EUGENE M. BISHOP	 Doctor of Letters	 May 13, 2000
	 HALA MODDLEMOG	 Doctor of Letters	 May 5, 2007
	 LUIS A. AGUILAR	 Doctor of Public Service	 May 11, 2013

EMERITUS FACULTY
President Keel has recommended to the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia that the following faculty members be 
granted emeritus status upon retirement:
Dr. Phyllis Surrency Dallas, Associate Professor of Writing and 
Linguistics, who retired from Georgia Southern University on June 30, 
2103.  Dr. Dallas received her Ph.D. in English from Tulane University 
in New Orleans in 1991. She earned both her M.A. in English and her 
B.S.Ed. in English Education (magna cum laude) from Valdosta State 
College (now Valdosta State University) in 1975 and 1973, respectively. 
She began her teaching career at Valdosta High School and then 
continued as an instructor at Georgia Military College in Valdosta, 
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College in Tifton, Thomas Community 
College in Thomasville, Tulane University (as a teaching assistant), 
and the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg. She arrived 
at Georgia Southern as a Temporary Instructor in 1988. From that 
beginning, she spent 25 years in ever-ascending faculty positions, 
with a promotion to Instructor in 1990, to Assistant Professor in 1992, 
and to Associate Professor in 2002 (after earning tenure in 1997). She 
culminated her career holding a position as Interim Chair, where she 
led her department of some 50 faculty members during her last two 
years before retirement. She taught numerous courses in the area of 
writing and held professional memberships in the National Council 
of Teachers of English, College Communication and Composition, 
and Phi Kappa Phi. Her scholarly activities included a wide variety 
of conference presentations and publications, on topics ranging from 
pedagogical theory, composition studies, to distance learning, in 
venues across the nation. During her 25 years of service to Georgia 
Southern, Dr. Dallas served on more than five dozen departmental, 
college, and university committees, served as honors thesis director, 
and actively mentored new faculty. By a unanimous vote of her 
colleagues and in recognition of her meritorious contributions and 
service to the department, college, University, and profession, Dr. 
Phyllis Surrency Dallas is awarded the title of Associate Professor 
Emerita of Writing and Linguistics.

Professor Jill Lockwood, Professor of Accounting, who is retiring 
December 31, 2013. Professor Lockwood earned her B.A. degree 
in Economics from the University of Florida (1969). She received 
her J.D. (1974) and L.L.M. Taxation (1979) from Emory University 
School of Law. At the time of her retirement, Professor Lockwood 
will have contributed 29 years of service to the University. Prior to 
joining the Georgia Southern faculty in 1984, Professor Lockwood 
served at Georgia State University where she taught individual income 
tax, intermediate III, and corporate income tax. During her tenure 
at Georgia Southern, she taught tax, legal studies, and introductory 
accounting for non-business majors. Her research interests included 
individual income tax, partnership tax, estate and gift tax, and income 
taxation of estates and trusts. She holds a CPA certificate from the state 
of Georgia and is a member of the Georgia Society of CPAs and Past 
President of the Education Foundation of the Georgia Society of CPA’s. 
She is the author of over 50 articles and in 2012 the Georgia Society 
of CPA’s voted Professor Lockwood the Outstanding Accounting 
Educator for the state of Georgia. For her numerous contributions 

to the department, college, University, and profession, Professor Jill 
Lockwood has earned the title of Professor Emerita.

Dr. Donald Rakestraw, Professor of History, who retired June 30, 2013. 
Dr. Rakestraw received both his Bachelor of Arts (1975) and Master of 
Arts (1980) degrees from Jacksonville State University. He earned his 
Doctor of Philosophy degree in 1991 from the University of Alabama. 
Joining the faculty at Georgia Southern in 1988, he completed 25 
years of distinguished service at the time of his retirement. During 
his tenure, he served on countless committees for the department, 
college, University, and state. He also worked with SOAR, American 
Studies, teacher education, and study abroad, directing a graduate 
seminar at Oxford University for over ten years. Highlights of his work 
with the community include long-time direction of the Social Science 
Fair and contributions to the Portal Centennial Celebration. He has 
published dozens of articles, essays, reviews, and book chapters as well 
as two books, one of which, Prologue to Manifest Destiny, won the 
Choice “Academic Book of the Year” award. For all of his meritorious 
contributions to the department, college, University, profession, and 
community, Dr. Donald Rakestraw has earned the title of Professor 
Emeritus of History.

Dr. Susan B. Trimble, Professor of Middle Grades Education, who 
retired December 31, 2012. Dr. Trimble earned her Doctorate of 
Education degree in Educational Leadership from Florida State 
University (1995), her Education Specialist degree from Florida 
State University (1993), her Master of Science degree from Nova 
Southeastern University (1990), and her Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Lawrence University (l967). She also holds Administration and 
Supervision (P-12) Level 6 Certification with the Georgia Department 
of Education (2006) and a Georgia Teaching Certification in Middle 
Grades (2006). At the time of her retirement, Dr. Trimble had 
provided over 16 years of distinguished service to Georgia Southern 
University. Her initial appointment at Georgia Southern was as an 
assistant professor in the Department of Middle Grades and Secondary 
Education. She served in this position from 1996 until 2002, at 
which time she was promoted to associate professor. Dr. Trimble 
was promoted to full professor in 2008. During her tenure at Georgia 
Southern, Dr. Trimble provided leadership in the development and 
teaching of online graduate courses and served as chair of numerous 
doctoral dissertations and research projects. She also continued to be 
an active participant in partner schools in the region. A prolific scholar, 
she published over 50 peer-reviewed professional journal articles 
and presented at over 45 national and international conferences. Her 
contributions earned her recognition from her peers in middle level 
education, receiving the College of Education’s Jack Miller Educator 
of the Year Award in 2002. For her numerous and distinguished 
contributions to the department, college, University, profession, and 
community, Dr. Susan B. Trimble has earned the title of Professor 
Emerita of Middle Grades Education. 
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College of Science and Mathematics
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

9:00 A.M. Ceremony
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

FACULTY MARSHALS
Jack N. Averitt College of Graduate Studies

College of Science and Mathematics
                           

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

READERS
College of Science and Mathematics

 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

THE PLATFORM PARTY

JOHN R. DIEBOLT, Ph.D., Associate Dean and Professor, Jack 
N. Averitt College of Graduate Studies

LANCE D. MCBRAYER, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Biology

ENKELEIDA K. LAKURIQI, Ph.D., Lecturer, Mathematical 
Sciences 

JAMES M. LOBUE, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Chemistry 

ADRIENNE L. COHEN, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Sociology 
and Anthropology

LETICIA L. MCGRATH, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Foreign 
Languages

TAVIS K. ANDERSON, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Biology
MARK A. EDWARDS, Ph.D., Fuller E. Callaway Professor, 

Physics

BRADLEY C. EDWARDS, Ph.D., Lecturer, Literature and 
Philosophy

TIFFANIE P. TOWNSEND, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Art

BROOKS A. KEEL, Ph.D., President
MEG HEAP, J.D., District Attorney, Eastern Judicial Circuit 

Chatham County, Savannah, Georgia
JEAN E. BARTELS, Ph.D., Provost and Vice President for 

Academic Affairs 
ROBERT L. WHITAKER, M.B.A., Vice President for Business 

and Finance
SALINDA A. ARTHUR, M.S., Vice President for University 

Advancement and President, Georgia Southern University 
Foundation

TERESA E. THOMPSON, Ph.D., Vice President for Student 
Affairs and Enrollment Management

STEVEN C. BURRELL, Ed.S., Vice President for Information 
Technology/Chief Information Officer

CHARLES E. PATTERSON, Ph.D., Vice President for 
Research and Economic Development and Dean, Jack N. 
Averitt College of Graduate Studies 

RUSSELL T. KEEN, B.B.A., Vice President for Government 
Relations and Community Engagement

CURTIS EUGENE RICKER, D.A., Dean, College of Liberal 
Arts and Social Sciences

MARTHA L. ABELL, Ph.D., Dean, College of Science and 
Mathematics 

VELMA S. BURDEN, Ed.D., Registrar
GARRETT L. GREEN, President, Student Government 

Association and Graduate Student, Higher Education
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*AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND

We would like to thank the ROTC Cadets and other Georgia Southern University volunteers for their assistance with today’s ceremony.

PROGRAM
*PROCESSIONAL

          MACEBEARER

INTRODUCTION OF THE PRESIDENT

WELCOME

MEDITATION

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

RECOGNITION OF EMERITUS FACULTY

CONFERRING OF GRADUATE DEGREES

RECOGNITION OF HONOR GRADUATES

CONFERRING OF UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES

*ALMA MATER

*RECESSIONAL

Pomp and Circumstance (Military March No. 1, Op. 39) by 
Edward Elgar

Performed by:  HEIDI A. ORDAZ, Graduate Student, Master 
of Music, Performance

PAMELA G. BOURLAND-DAVIS, Ph.D., Professor and Chair, 
Communication Arts   

PROVOST BARTELS

PRESIDENT KEEL

DEAN ABELL

DEAN RICKER

MRS. MEG HEAP

PROVOST BARTELS

PRESIDENT KEEL
DEAN PATTERSON

PROVOST BARTELS

PRESIDENT KEEL
PROVOST BARTELS
DEAN ABELL
DEAN RICKER

ASHLEY NICOLE RIVERA, Graduating Senior, Bachelor of 
Music, Performance 

Wedding Day at Troldhaugen by Grieg
Performed by:  HEIDI A. ORDAZ, Graduate Student, Master 

of Music, Performance
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JACK N. AVERITT COLLEGE OF GRADUATE STUDIES

Doctor of Psychology
Brian D. Carlson
	 B.A., Auburn University, 2004
	 M.S., Georgia Southern University, 2011
	 Dissertation:  Sports Message Boarding: Associations with 

Sports Team Identification and Social Well-Being
	 Major Professor:  Jeffrey Klibert, Ph.D.

Master of Fine Arts
Art
Virginia Russell
	 B.A., Agnes Scott College, 1968
	 M.Ed., Georgia Southern College, 1972
	 Ed.D., University of Georgia, 1979
	 Thesis: Earthbound
	 Major Professor:  Mark Moulton, M.F.A.

Master of Fine Arts
Graphic Design
Julian Strayhorn II
	 B.A., Georgia State University, 2009
	 Dissertation:  Supa Black: Reexamining the Black Superhero
	 Major Professor:  Edward Rushton, M.F.A.
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JACK N. AVERITT COLLEGE 
OF GRADUATE STUDIES
Master of Arts	 	
Elizabeth A. Cullen		
Robert Jerome Greene II		
Rachel M. Jackson		
Wesley Michael-Thurmon Kent		
Matthew Allen Luke		
Peter Joseph McCollum		
Marla Katherine Middleton		
Cameron Anne Rocker		
Lacey Arrie Shorter		
Ryan Oliver Sipe		
Malorie Amber Sponseller		
Natalie M. Torres Rivera		
James Walker		

Master of Music
Tony Bernard Jackson, Sr.		
Kellye Jean Watts		
Alan Franklin Wendel		
Hiu Ching Angela Wong

Master of Public Administration		
Jefferey Deandrew Jackson		
Tara L. Martin		
Jeffrey A. Thorpe II		
Earle Wingrove Turner, Jr.		
Kayla Marie Whaley		
Justin Bair Wingard

Master of Science		
Meznah Raja Al Buqami		
Brittany Dané Arrington		
Andrii Berdnikov		
Wade Carlton Carruth III		
Leigh Ann Colley		
Franklin Martelli Collins		
Kelly Elizabeth Dabney		
Matthew Robert Erickson		
Kelly F. Heino		
John David Jarzen		
Erica L. Johnson		
Matthew David Kaunert		
Yuxiang Li		
Johnathan Craig Martin		
Vanessa Marie Miller		
Erica Gabrielle Moore		
Sarah Osborn		
Tasia Monique Pinkston		
Marshall West

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND 
MATHEMATICS		
Bachelor of Arts
Justin Benjamin Griner		
Roger Franklin Johnson II		
Stephen Matthew MacDonald	
Scott Nyland Markley	
	 Summa Cum Laude
Eric Tyler Mosley		
Jihan Joy Padgett		
Tiffany Danielle Rozier		
Michael Andrew Stegall		
Cameron Alexander Thompson	
Mark Kainbridge Weaver
	 Summa Cum Laude	
Hayes Tolbert Wilkinson

Bachelor of Science
Zachary M. Anderson		
Zachary Thomas Ansley		
Christine Michelle Brussell		
Jacob Colby Hill		
Megan Lee Hodnett		
Angelice Josephine Ingalls		
Brian Wesley Jones		
Kurt Villadsen Klein		
Sherry Lynn Landin		
Lauren Ruth Millirons		
Zack Edward Schaner

Bachelor of Science in Biology
Alexander Lee Aichele		
Norinthia Michele Aldrich		
Emily Ann Ballance		
Calli Elizabeth Beasley		
Taylor Evans Britton		
Nichelle Alyssia Brown

Magna Cum Laude	
Natika Santesa Byse		
Makim Travis Christian		
Cody Timothy Crowder		
Molly Rebecca Dalton		
Michael Wayne Deloach		
Stephen Gary Eller		
Pamela Tatianna Etienne		
Matthew Lee Evans		
Brittany Tantania Fields		
Tamia Lorraine Finney		
Samuel Junior Garr		
James Spencer Green		
Kelly Lynn Hadden		
Lauren Taressa Hutton		
Ogonna Catherine Ifeadike		
Lauren Collese Jackson		
Terrell Anthony Jackson	
Cierra D. Joyner
Jolie Kamara  Kahn-Foss		
Courtney Alexandria Kelley	
Alexis Nicole Lanser		
Mary Elizabeth Ludwig		
Courtney Jenae Lumpkin	

Cum Laude	
Raven Symone Madison		
Skye Alexus Mainer		
Jennifer Nicole Margert		
Daron Danté Martin		
Derrick Justin Mayers		
Brooke A. McKie	

Magna Cum Laude	
Brandon Allister McMaster	
Grayson Seth Mendieta		
Richard Tyler Mims		
Mitsy Jannet Moreno		
Bloussy Nonorme		
Inez Alicia Parker		
Ayn Constance Remillard		
Meagan Noel Rowe	

Cum Laude	
Jasmine Racquel Russell		
Gil Reo Salazar		
Scott Alan Sample		
Christopher Myles Shepherd		
William David Shoemaker		
Micah Todd Spivey		
Jack Jaamal St. Jean	

Summa Cum Laude	
University Honors Program Scholar

Heather Suzanne Stanfield	
Brittney L. Stewart		
Nadia Simone Stringer		
Koren Leonora Tate		
Ashley M. Thomas		
Shawna Denise Wade		

University Honors Program Scholar
Michelle Diane Wallen		
Kieandria Sheniece Williams		
Amy Denise Yawn		
Katherine Dorothy Zielke	

Summa Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science in Chemistry	
Alexander Bryant Bush		
Jeffrey Dana Carreker		
Bré Casey Coleman		
Ciara LeAnne Couderc		
Randi Lynn Elizabeth Cowart
Chad Andrew Crowe	
Drew Phillip Daley		
Claire Julia Graham		
Jessica Lee Gray		
Karena Vontrell Hawkins		
Jessica Nicole Johnson		
Amanda Marie Laufer	

Cum Laude	
Richard Mackenzie Majors		
Alana Sharice Mixon		
Caleb Luke Swain	

Cum Laude	
University Honors Program Scholar

Julia Marie Trossarello		
Nicholas Conger Wieting		
David Yang		
	 	
Bachelor of Science in 
Mathematics	
Nikolas Alexander Logue		
		
Bachelor of Science in Physics		
Samuel Brooks Heiser		
Antonio McBride		

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES		
Bachelor of Arts		
Rebecca Kay Anderson		
Victor Ivez Andrade		
Rebekah Jayne Andrews		
Gregory Alan Atherton		
Michael Jamal Austin		
Ansley Elizabeth Aycock		
Aysha Marie Banks		
Adrian Austreil Barnes		
Brigitte Sabatini Beam		
Kelly Suzanne Billey		
Brittney Cherí Black		
Timothy Aaron Boatright		
Shantrice Irene Bradley		
Sarah Elizabeth Brannen	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Lindsey Brooke Brichacek		
Kevin C. Brown		
Monteia Jacquetta Brown		
William Douglas Bryan
	 Magna Cum Laude
Morgan Alexander Bryant		
Aureathia Shandrell Byrd		
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Jackie Renee Carter		
Courtney Briana Carver		
Christopher George William Cauthen	
Jarrod Chamblee		
Jennifer Rebecca Coate		
Christie Nicole Collins		
Gregory McKinely Culverhouse	
Ashley Rebecca Dalton		
Farran Lorraine Davis		
Gerrard DeShon Davis		
Krystin Taylor Deal	
	 Cum Laude	
Natalie Chree’ Dean		
Brittney Lynn Dickinson		
Marissa Simone Dotts		
Jessica Elizabeth Driggers		
Amelia Nicole Edwards	
	 Cum Laude	
Sarah Beth Edwards		
Shanique Alicia Estevez	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Gabriel Flores		
James Marcus Fullington		
Jeffrey Daniel Gardner		
Jarvis Jerrod Gilmore		
Tyler Braden Ginn		
Austin Thomas Goldman		
Johnny Bernard Green		
Joshua Ryan Gully		
Tiffany Mignon Hagans		
Jacob Ashby Hawthorne		
Jeremy Keith Hennig		
Brittani Krystin Hill		
Neisha-Rose Gabbrielle Hines		
Joseph Charlton Hippensteel	
Michael Shane Blake Holmlund	
Megan Corrin Humphries		
Kia Niel Hunt		
Sandy Ellyn Hodges		
Gianluca Alfredo Inghilleri	
Cole Henry Jackson		
Alyssa Kay Johnson	
	 Summa Cum Laude	
	 University Honors Program 1906 Scholar
Dori Elizabeth Johnston	
	 Cum Laude	
Brooke Leigh Joiner		
Donald Ashton Jones		
Nancy Kartchner	
	 Cum Laude	
Khari Elizabeth Kelly		
Shannon Leighann King	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Alexander Scott LaSalle		
Kathleen Anne LeDuc		
Andrew Benson Leuenberger	
Raven Brooke Levingston		
Jordan Ryan Lloyd		
Shametrius Nicole Long		
Ashleigh Brooke Maddox		
Alysia Jasmine Octavia Marion	
Christopher Jacob Markel		
Tyler Alexander Marvin	
	 Summa Cum Laude	
Emma Marie Mathews		
Dana Lynn McCammon		
James Preston Miller		
Samantha Jolene Miller		
Jessica Christine Mitchem	
	 Cum Laude	

Keon Trovontae Montgomery-Williams
Brittany Danielle Moore		
James Matheson Morton		
Erika Danielle Mosley		
LaCreisha D’Atra Murry		
Jairo Michael Nunez		
Julia Helena Patton		
Ryan Steven Pendergraft		
Nicholas Quinton Phillips		
Aron Cody Randall		
Adrianna Lois Rankine		
Christopher Jacob Rayburn		
Tiara Shondraya Richmond	
Desiree’ Monique Riley		
Alvin Dwann Roberson		
Pearl Marie Robles		
Matthew Kyle Rushing		
Donna Elisha Sanders		
Alton Sharan Sapp		
Jeffery Lee Silvey, Jr.	
	 Cum Laude	
	 University Honors Program Scholar
Jana Leann Simmons	
	 Cum Laude	
	 University Honors Program Scholar
Carlos Devone Sims, Jr.		
Jartavious Rashad Small		
Ronnesha Renata Smith	
	 Cum Laude	
Kendra O’Cynthia Campbell Smith-Beaufort
Corey Nathaniel Spillers		
Charles Walker Sullivan		
Jordan Rose Supan		
Phillip Romero Sykes		
Heather Rochelle Sylvies		
Jordan Hillery Thigpen		
William Wiley Tyson IV		
Eric D. Wiley		
Brittney Amber Williams		
Christopher Henry Williams		
Thomas Jeremy Williams		
Kamaria Jannat Womack		
Shannin Lee Wright	
	 Cum Laude	

Bachelor of Fine Arts		
Haley Nicole Coker	
	 Cum Laude	
Meredyth Lynn Frye	
	 Cum Laude	
Antonia Bryana Gorham		
Dianne Rochelle Johnson		
Aulbri Lynn Little		
Shaun J. Place		
Lindsey Anne Rowland		
Sara Catherine Sheffield		
Justin M. Wilson		
Aaron Christopher Young

Bachelor of General Studies		
Samuel Oluwaseun Adebiyi		
Rebecca Lynne Akins		
Arthur Otis Allred		
Kicha Altidor		
Shelbi Lauren Andrews		
Kaitlin Noel Ball		
Lisa Hayes Baty		
Michael Chad Beard		
Justin Daniel Beauchamp		

Scott Thomas Betz		
Jeanie Pitchford Boland		
John Dewitt Brewton		
John Matthew Brown		
Mitchell Ryan Brown		
Jasmine Sheree Brownlee		
Jeantae Thomese Burnett		
Tlicia Butler		
Richard Charles Clark		
Jonathan Sean Coggins		
Jaleisia Denise Coleman		
Tyler James Cooper		
Cynthia Denise Crowder		
Adam B. Daniel		
Keenos R. Davis		
Akiv Jekel Dawson		
Denice Michelle Dennis		
Angie Quick Doyle		
Sarah Jeanne Dozier		
Allen John Dumich		
Wendy Kay Fountain		
Christopher James Fraser		
Rashad Jamar Gaines		
Kevin Anthony Julian Garrett	
Teresa Ann Gizzi		
Shelby Marie Godbee		
Sydney Nicole Grant		
William Donald Hamilton III	
Curtis John Hamlett		
Rodfarius Jovortric Harland	
Annette Denise Harris		
David Charles Haugabrook	
Desteni Lyntrice Hawkins		
Rachel Fae Hearn		
Autumn Marie Lamb		
Pierre Lanal Hendrix		
Jarell Tramaine Hensley		
Lauren Michelle Herrington	
Deborah Eurachel Holloway	
Shakira Inas Hood		
Carly Melissa Horton		
Jo-Tillie Ann Humphries		
Katherine Hunter		
Jaleesa Nicole Jackson		
Thomas Harrison James	
	 Cum Laude	
Sykora Shapreal Jenkins		
Whitney Nicole Jenkins		
Angela Raina May Keene		
Margaret Mamie Kendall		
Nathaniel Antron Kingsland	
Joseph Brian Kirkland		
Jason Scott Kitchell		
Chaz Lamar Kittles		
Julie Marie Kostilnik		
Oyinkansola Oludare Laditan	
Frances Elizabeth LaFoy		
Charlene Santrese Lane		
Jill Andrea Lee		
Thomas LeMont Lewis		
Christopher Michael Long		
Samantha Lynn Lovett		
Corben Rae Lowden		
Quinton Jamari Lunn		
Shaquena Ivana Lyn	
	 Cum Laude	
Alden Bremer Lynch		
Tanesha Lyons-Holmes		
Dominique Shynette Martin	
	 Cum Laude	
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Quacherra  Mason		
Ashle Nicole Mathis		
Michael Patrick McBride		
Bret Adams McGonigle		
Donta Andrevius McMichael		
Cecilia Marie Mendoza		
Graille Elizabeth Merritt		
Conchita Malaika Moody		
Floyd Damion Oneil Moulton		
Carlio Andretti Murray		
Haley Gail Murray		
Richard Pinson Murray		
Ryan Houston Nail		
Latoya Shenise Nealey		
Jacob Lee Newell		
Caitlin Elise Newman		
Erin Marie O’Connell		
Blake Anthony Olson		
Mallori Gwen Patterson		
Megan Marie Perry		
Marquvis Deontate Prescott		
Donnivan Craig Presley		
James Hanson Pritchard III		
Seanna Lee Prosen	
	 Summa Cum Laude	
Kathleen Elizabeth Putnal		
Courtney Samantha Qualls		
Briana Mikkal Rainge		
Lisa Charrisse Rambert		
Robert Rayburn		
Cory Eugene Reagin		
Clifford Jervon Reed		
LaRhonda Janay Robinson		
Brian William Rodriguez		
Christopher Gabriel Roper		
Lauren Ashley Sawyer		
Joseph Lee Schaefer		
Alex Christopher Schafer		
Kadia Kimberly Scott		
Laron Jay Scott		
Ralph Emanuel Scott		
Michael Heyward Severance		
Deondra Kashayla Sherrod		
Hervina Lashawn Shuman		
Tyler James Sidders		
Rachael Mack Sikes		
Bryn Marie Silvernail		
Lindsay Beth Solomon		
Ryan Douglas Stab		
Mitchell Kennedy Steele		
Adam Bruce Stephens		
Kari S. Stewart		
Malquom H. Stoudmire		
Carla Michelle Sullivan
Heidi Suzanne Thalacker		
Mackenzie Cedric Thomas		
Thomas Neal Thurson		
Paul Marcus Uyanga		
Zoe Marika Van Gorder		
Bryan Nicholas West		
William R. Wester III		
Al L. Williams	 	
Elizabeth Winslow Williams

Bachelor of Music		
Adam Dale Akridge		
Morgan Alise Driggers		
Matthew Ryan Gunnells		
Brandon L. Hall		

Samuel Lee Holley		
Ashley Renee Hooker		
Joseph Daniel Hunter		
Jacqueline Samantha Iden		
Reed Fitzgerald Mathews	
Ashley Nicole McDonald	
	 Cum Laude	
Sarah Desiree Poole		
Ashley Nicole Rivera		
Jacob Mark Wright		

Bachelor of Science		
Calyn Kennocha Andersen	
	 Cum Laude	
Jody Len Arnold		
Danielle Nathalie Beaton		
Brooke Kirstin Beaver		
Lyndsey Michelle Beck	
	 Cum Laude	
William Rayfield Beeks		
John Maddox Belt		
Angalic Sharmane Benton		
Kacey Jo Biddy		
Jannah Christine Bolds		
Caitlin Elizabeth Brister		
Allison Elizabeth Brophy		
Jeffery Dale Brown		
Kathleen Patricia Brown		
Rasheema S. Brown		
Lauren Ashley Burchfield		
Jasmin Rachael Burgess	
	 Cum Laude	
Tyrone Fitzgerald Burnette		
Alex Clark Campbell	
	 Cum Laude	
Emilee Mae Carr		
Jessi Danielle Clark		
Skyler Dawn Clark
Kayla Adora Clements		
Claud Frank Cobb		
Donald Judson Conkle		
Joshua Allen Corley		
Robert Gerard Cotta		
Emily Renae Creel		
Lisa Marie Cundey		
Brandon Dale Cyprien		
Matthew Gabriel D’La Rotta		
Araba DeGraft-Hanson		
Courtney Dixon Devereaux		
Desiree Lynette Dixon		
Matthew Ryan Doss		
Marcus Bernard Duvall		
Tawanda LaShay Farley		
Matthew Ryan Farmer		
Kiara Caprice Franklin		
Darelle Ja’mmon Freeman		
Megan Elisabeth Fussell		
Carrie Christine Garrett		
Lionel Sevesta Glover, Jr.		
Brooke Elizabeth Graham		
Courtney Latrice Grant		
Michael Kenneth Graul	
	 Cum Laude	
Jakita Shantel Green		
Kylie Danielle Greene		
Phillip Michael Gresham		
Tantania Le’Shay Grier		
Randall Fontaine Hampton		
Mary Mareedia Hawkins		

Clinton Thomas Hinely		
Marybeth Cali Hreha		
Alecia R. Hyatt
Tiffany Shanell Jackson		
Adam Stuart Jameson		
Laura Marie Jefferson		
Kimberleigh Denise Jenkins		
Natalie Layne Jennette		
Casey Eleanor Johnson		
Desiree Fatima Johnson		
Jessica L. Johnson		
Steven Lee Jones		
Walter Jones		
Evan Scott Kelley		
Brian Joseph Kennedy		
Chase Lamond King		
Shirelle Maria King		
Stormy Leigh Koch		
Brian Adam Kolesar		
Michelle A. Lamar		
Colin Patrick Laudino		
Zachary Lewis Lee		
Amanda Dianne Lipsey		
Brittany Morgan Love	
	 Cum Laude	
Kelsey Ashton Lynn		
Morgan Brittany Lynn	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Kristen Ashley Mayo		
John Joseph Mazuch		
Kelly Maria Mcdowell		
Colleen Ann McNally		
	 University Honors Program Scholar
Gina Danielle Missini		
Jashel Elizabeth Mitchell		
Kaylen Devon Mitchell		
James Emory Mixon		
Ajaime Kyle Monell		
Samantha Monteagudo		
Jonathan Scott Morgan		
Brian Oliver Murphy		
Rebecca Kathryn Nance		
Karl Fredrick Nelson, Jr.		
Bess Farris Neumeister		
Casey Amanda Newborn		
Hayley Morgan Newton		
Brooks Aaron Oldham		
Michael Robert Paddrik		
Sterlington Deloach Parker		
Derek Jordan Petty		
Adam A. Pittman		
Bridgette Alexis Poole		
Kayla Janel Primus		
Gabriel A. Quintero		
Erin Brooke Rabon		
Ashley Carroll Rand		
Deaudra Shaniqua Reed		
Stefani Leigh Reed		
Camille Morghan Reid		
Nathanael Montgomery Robinson		
Richard Taylor Rockett		
Amanda Nyhela Ross		
Taniqua Rudell Russ
Aleshia Shanel Sealey		
Phillip Edward Schwabe		
Atia Jamillia Scott		
Shann Michael Scott		
Ayanna I. Shaheed		
Krista Shea Sherrod
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Jesica Renea Shipley	
	 Cum Laude	
Chara Bianca Sims
Kiersten Victoria Sippio		
	 Samantha Marie Skipper	
Trinity Eugene Smalley 
Jaleesa Kay Smith		
Jani Shiree Norma Smith	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Olivia Michelle Latimore Smith
Tabatha Monique Spano		
Sarah Rose Steinberg		
Carlee Rebecca Storey		
India Sharnae Suggs		
Brett Lee Szczepanski		
Cathy Tate		
Andrew Nicholas Taunton		
Kayla Chanelle Taylor		
Tamara LaShay Taylor		
Travis A. Teilhaber		
Michelle Lee Townsend		
Sara Elizabeth Turner		
Destiny Tiara Van		
Catherine Ann Wagener		
Brittany Anne Walker	
	 Cum Laude	
Haley Elizabeth Walton		
Christian Jamaal Washington		
Candice Marie Waters		
Kelsey E. Williams		
Andrew Lee Williamson		
Ryann Alana Pearson Willoughby		
Christine Charisse Wolf		
Shanise Yvonne Wooten		
Sasha Necole Worthy	

Bachelor of Science in Graphic 
Communications Management		
Anneliese Margaret McClain	
	 Cum Laude	
		
Bachelor of Science in Justice Studies	
Ashley Earl Asbell		
Gary Mcdonald Baker		
Nicholas John Balas		
Kathleen Thornton Basel		
Natalie Dawn Bellamy		
Victoria Nikaye Burnette	
	 Summa Cum Laude	
Gregory Cirius		
Tia Kamisha Coffield		
Daryl Llewellyn Cowins		
Peter Nathaniel Davis		
Milton Dockins III		
Hillary Kathryn Haas	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Brittney Lynet Harkleroad		
Linda Jeanette Harrington		
Kelley Sue Hartman		
Christopher Lee Henson		
Justin Thomas Hoyle		
Tevin Johnson		
Jasmine Desemia Jones		
Morgan Brieanna Jones		
Daniel Paul Jordan		
Karl Thomas Kile		
Brandon Rashad Lewis		
Alexandria Delores Mann		
Eric Michael McGlamery		

Corey Lee Meharg		
Audra Jane Motes		
Tyler James Mrozik		
Taylor Patrick Neal		
Elizabeth Corrine Oakley		
Bradley William O’Brien		
Charla D. Perry		
Ashley Renee Reaves		
Erika Barbara-Denise Sams		
Briana Denise Scott		
Tahpenes Jedidah Sharp		
Jerome Brooks Sinclair II		
Daniel Dean Smith		
Samantha Suzanne Steiner		
Jasmine Chonté Wilkson		
Mitchell Reid Williford		
Richard Lee Winter		
Zachary Miller York
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Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and Information Technology
College of Business Administration 

11:00 A.M. Ceremony
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

FACULTY MARSHALS
Jack N. Averitt College of Graduate Studies

Center for International Studies                                    

Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and Information Technology

College of Business Administration 

READERS
Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and Information Technology

College of Business Administration

THE PLATFORM PARTY

ROBERT W. FERNEKES, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Information 
Services Librarian, Henderson Library

L. DWIGHT SNEATHEN, JR., Ph.D., Associate Professor, 
School of Accountancy

JACEK LUBECKI, Ph.D., Assistant Vice President, Academic 
Affairs and Director, International Studies

DARIN H. VAN TASSELL, Ph.D., Associate Professor, 
International Studies

ART GOWAN, Ph.D., Professor and Chair, Information 
Technology 

CHRISTOPHER A. KADLEC, Ph.D., Associate Professor, 
Information Technology    

TIMOTHY D. CAIRNEY, Ph.D., Associate Professor, School 
of Accountancy

MANOUCHEHR TABATABAEI, Ph.D., Associate Professor, 
Information Systems

FRANK J. GOFORTH, D.Engr., Associate Professor, Electrical 
Engineering

JOHN R. O’MALLEY, JR., Ph.D., Assistant Professor and Director 
of Regents Engineering Transfer Program and Co-Op Programs, 
College of Engineering and Information Technology 

STEPHANIE R. SIPE, J.D., Associate Professor, School of 
Accountancy

STANLEY SUBOLESKI, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Management

BROOKS A. KEEL, Ph.D., President
JACK JENNINGS, M.B.A., Executive Vice President, Willis 

North America
JEAN E. BARTELS, Ph.D., Provost and Vice President for 

Academic Affairs 
ROBERT L. WHITAKER, M.B.A., Vice President for Business 

and Finance
SALINDA A. ARTHUR, M.S., Vice President for University 

Advancement and President, Georgia Southern University 
Foundation

TERESA E. THOMPSON, Ph.D., Vice President for Student 
Affairs and Enrollment Management

STEVEN C. BURRELL, Ed.S., Vice President for Information 
Technology/Chief Information Officer

CHARLES E. PATTERSON, Ph.D., Vice President for 
Research and Economic Development and Dean, Jack N. 
Averitt College of Graduate Studies 

RUSSELL T. KEEN, B.B.A., Vice President for Government 
Relations and Community Engagement

ALLEN C. AMASON, Ph.D., Dean, College of Business 
Administration

W. BEDE MITCHELL, Ed.D., Dean, Henderson Library and 
University Librarian 

MOHAMMAD S. DAVOUD, Ph.D., Dean, College of 
Engineering and Information Technology

VELMA S. BURDEN, Ed.D., Registrar
GARRETT L. GREEN, President, Student Government 

Association and Graduate Student, Higher Education
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*AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND

We would like to thank the ROTC Cadets and other Georgia Southern University volunteers for their assistance with today’s ceremony.

PROGRAM
*PROCESSIONAL

                                                                                            

MACEBEARER

INTRODUCTION OF THE PRESIDENT

WELCOME

MEDITATION

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

RECOGNITION OF EMERITUS FACULTY

CONFERRING OF GRADUATE DEGREES

RECOGNITION OF HONOR GRADUATES

CONFERRING OF UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES

*ALMA MATER

*RECESSIONAL

Pomp and Circumstance (Military March No. 1, Op. 39) by 
Edward Elgar

Performed by:   HEIDI A. ORDAZ, Graduate Student, Master 
of Music, Performance

M. JILL LOCKWOOD, J.D., Professor, School of Accountancy

PROVOST BARTELS

PRESIDENT KEEL

DEAN MITCHELL

DEAN AMASON

MR. JACK JENNINGS

PROVOST BARTELS

PRESIDENT KEEL
DEAN PATTERSON

PROVOST BARTELS

PRESIDENT KEEL
PROVOST BARTELS
DEAN DAVOUD
DEAN AMASON

ASHLEY NICOLE RIVERA, Graduating Senior, Bachelor of 
Music, Performance

Wedding Day at Troldhaugen by Grieg
Performed by:  HEIDI A. ORDAZ, Graduate Student, Master 

of Music, Performance
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JACK N. AVERITT COLLEGE OF GRADUATE STUDIES

Doctor of Philosophy
Uio In Sara Liao-Troth
	 B.A., Oberlin College, 1996	
	 M.B.A., Western Washington University, 2010
	 Dissertation:  The Industrial Dynamics of Order Rationing, 

Shortage Gaming, and Retail Promotions Demand Shock: 
A Discrete Event Simulation Experiment

	 Major Professor:  Karl Manrodt, Ph.D.
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JACK N. AVERITT COLLEGE 
OF GRADUATE STUDIES		
Master of Accounting
Ashley Murrelle All		
Phillip Blair Buelterman		
Victoria L. Burch		
Sarah Renee Burnett		
Christopher Chernek		
Joshua B. Claxton		
Jeremy Randall Colson		
Justin Worth Davis		
Robert Kyle Donaldson		
Matt Follis		
Nichole Griffin		
William Rhett Hickman III		
Jenna Suzanne Huggins		
Chelsi Renee Lewis		
Justin Van McCartney		
Stephen Tyler Meharg		
Joseph Richard Murray, Jr.		
Grevie Reshann Neymour		
Benjamin Jacob Patton		
Heather Diane Potts		
Daniel Rabideau		
Colin Brent Reid		
Katie E. Smith		
Heather Lee Stille		
Jeremy Randolph Story		
Burlie Wayne Taylor III		
Tiffany Denise White		
Jessica Ann Williams

Master of Business Administration
Christopher Jones Banks		
Adam Bradley		
Michael Scott Brownlee		
Michael Brundage		
Brett Thomas Byrnes		
Stacy Michelle Cantaline		
Benjamin James Coffey		
Dale Phillip Davis		
Matthew Cantrell Dismukes		
Tyler Grant Dunagan		
Stephen Healy Gambrell		
Nicole Beatrice Grant		
Michael D. Harshner, Jr.		
Thomas Bryan Hartley		
Jared Edward Henry		
Armond Jenkins		
Benja Jittiwathanakun		
Joseph Michael Jones		
Daniel Christopher McCalpin		
Matthew M. Monroe		
Vesely Espiritu Murray		
Andrew Olin Plunkett		
Charles William Plunkett		
Christi C. Sanders		
Dung Tang		
Robert Simon Tinter		
Anna Mach Walker		
Nathan Douglas Wanamaker		
Joshua J. Williams		
Megan Lynn Woodall	

Master of Science
Michael Garrett Arvizu		
Andrew Stephen Brown		

Amanda Gail Fouts		
Michael Laurence Grecol		
Undre Griggs		
Michael Fabrice Guerrier		
Adam Charles McCloskey		
Laura J. Mills		
Joseph David Shannon		
Christopher Trickler		
Rajesh Babu Unnikrishnapillai		
Phillip T. Weeks	

Master of Science in Applied Engineering
Michael Dale Boyett		
Alisha Marie Diebold		
Alicia Isabel Geter		
Daniel L. Hall		
Nathaniel Padgett Hill		
John Morris Killebrew		
Christopher Ryan Long		
Marcus Deandre Middleton		
William Clyde Moore, Jr.		
Kyle Devon Morse		
Bukola Abiodun Oyelola		
John Daniel Pickett		
David Sean Rhodes		
Kiel Sparkes Schultheiss

CENTER FOR
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
Bachelor of Arts
Britnee Nicole Claxton		
Kenneth Cameron Dowless		
Andrea Desalyn Gilbert-Williams		
Harrell Julian Gunn		
Katie Elizabeth Larsen		
Michael David Mascolo		
Mofifoluwa Titilope Oke		
Megan Yvonne Phillips		
David Brian Sansom		
Christopher Scott Simmons		
Samantha Kay Smallwood	
	 Cum Laude	
Pamela Ibinabo Tom-Jack		
Theodore Preston Welsh		
Wend-Mi-Ninre Roseline Berenice Zundi

Bachelor of Science
Christopher Claxton Chaves		
Edwin Polonia Garcia		
Morgan Leighsey Jefferson		
Donald Ashton Jones		
Shane Michael Kelly		
Sarah Alice McSwain	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Maria Alejandra Zelaya Rosales

ALLEN E. PAULSON COLLEGE 
OF ENGINEERING AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Bachelor of Science
Edozie Akosa Areh		
Marion Jerome Bentley		
Kile Justin Deal		
John Michael Gibbons		
Lucas Morgan Guess		
Matthew Daniel Kerbelis		

Christopher Scott Lansing		
Mathew William Nesmith		
Jason Allen Scott	

Bachelor of Science in Civil 
Engineering		
Deven Andrew Bradford		
Alex William Green		
Sarmed Toma Hendow		
Andrew Victor Mahfood		
Bin Mo		
Kevin Robert Morgan		
Haresh Girish Patel		
Matthew Bradley Usry	

Bachelor of Science in 
Civil Engineering Technology
Seth Brendon Allen		
Ling Y. Fan		
Patrick Chase Haddon		
Parrish LeVon Underwood

Bachelor of Science in Construction	
Oluwayomi Oluwaominsin Adeyemo	
Stephen Joseph Beall		
Sean F. Beebe		
Robert Harrison Brannen		
Edward Cummings Bush		
Wesley Morgan Conaway		
William Kohl Degeorge		
Aaron Grant Dickerson		
Jon Lucas Dryden		
James Osborne Echols		
Jonathan Pace Fegley		
Robert Michael Graves
Jacob Tyler Hinckley		
Michael James Howard		
George Erskine Lane		
Lauren Marie Livingston	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
	 University Honors Program Scholar
Cooper Levi Martin		
Matthew David McCoy		
Tanner Bryan Parker	
	 Summa Cum Laude	
James Evan Parrish		
Andrew Frankland Rhodes		
Mike Canaan Rowland		
Daniel Ray Russell		
Christopher Alan Shedd		
Hunter Thomas Triplett		
Terrence Anton Weaver	
	 Cum Laude	
Jon Edmund Wigington		
David Michael Witt		
Jason Bradley Wood		
		
Bachelor of Science in Electrical 
Engineering		
Alexander Reuben Bailey		
Paul Bupe, Jr.		
Jaquan Maurice Carter		
Nathan Jon Christianson		
Aaron S. Gendraw		
Richard Malzer		
Devarus Murray Martin		
Christopher Scott Mills		
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Michael Andrew Sharpe		
Jeffrey Paul Therrien		
Joshua Brent Thigpen

Bachelor of Science in
Electrical Engineering Technology
Jeremy Michael Goodman		
Kennedy Dent Thrift	
	 Summa Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science in
Information Technology
Osama Iqbal Afridi		
Abe Greg Batore		
Robert Nicholas Bronte		
Marshall Hunter Brown		
Jonathan David Collins		
Kyle Andrew Czyscon		
Stephen Wesley Dean		
Michael Cody Deese		
Justin Tyme Driggers		
Gaines Paul Elmore		
Charles Patrick Gravlee		
Ronald Julius Gurley		
Joshua Robert Harrell		
Jonathan Edward Harris		
Ray Anthony Haughton, Jr.		
Lakesha Michelle Hill		
Phillip Christopher Howard		
Comero Lenard Jordon		
Bruno Correa Locatelli		
Marcus Lonnie Lyle		
Frances Noelle Marshall		
Michael Joseph McGahan		
Keon Trovontae Montgomery-Williams	
Joshua Blake Moss		
Quintin Justin Norwood		
Osazee Paul		
	 University Honors Program Scholar
Marcus Timothy Payne		
Richard Austin Polson		
Kevin Albert Poteau		
John Rhodes Reuning		
Ese Oldman Rockson		
Robert John Shubert		
Benjamin Thomas Snooks		
Graham Pedersen Tadsen		
Adam Jonathan Tazi		
Benjamin Angel Valle		
Ty Jeremiah Von Plinsky	
	 Cum Laude	
	 University Honors Program 1906 Scholar
Darryl J. Walker		
Stephen Emery Williams

Bachelor of Science in
Mechanical Engineering
Brandon James Anderson
Adam Christopher Atkinson		
Carson L. Baura	
	 Cum Laude	
Kyle Thomas Branan		
Christopher Matthew Burkett		
Bryan Michael Calloway		
Thiago Soviero Cavalcanti		
Robert E. Colvin, Jr.
Matthew Paul Darley
	

Kenyatta La’Chelle Drayton		
Kevin Patirck Eagan		
David Emory Glisson	
	 Cum Laude	
Michael Anthony Gonzales	
	 Cum Laude	
Mason Hallows Hardy
Collin George Hare		
Kelsey JaMarcus Hearst		
Wesley Brian Huggins		
Pedro Eduardo Loera-Lopez
Elizabeth Anne Majestic		
Derek Gerard Nicholson		
Jasmine Estraysha Robinson	
Adam Christopher Smith	
	 Cum Laude	
Shavonti Abrielle Latalia Weaver		
Benjamin Allen Wilkinson		
Hubert Edward Youmans	
	 Cum Laude	

Bachelor of Science in
Mechanical Engineering Technology
William George Bass		
Julia Tranae Christian
Robert E. Colvin, Jr.		
Nicholas Anthony DeFeo		
Benjamin Thomas Ghann		
Christopher Wayne Henry		
Tyler Franklin Hodgson		
Harby Carter Hollis		
William Andrew Libby	
	 Cum Laude	
Joseph Michael Mitchum		
William Shane Morganfield		
Wallace Luke Peavy		
Ashley Alexandria Pigford		
John Loftin Ragland		
Samuel Keller Sterling		
Channing Justin Watson		
Odari Jason Whyte		
Sven Frederick Wolter

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
Bachelor of Business Administration
Edis A. Acosta	
Samantha Alyssa Alridge-Taylor		
Jaclyn Leigh Amason		
Keiante Danielle Anderson		
Emily Anne Archer	
	 Summa Cum Laude	
Chelsea Elyse Armstrong-Mitchell		
Nathan Edward Baca		
Katherine Nichole Baker	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Allison Laurena Bale	
	 Cum Laude	
Alexander Scott Ball		
Maya Simone Bartee		
Robert O’Neal Bates		
Nathanael Truss Beasley		
James A. Belloni		
Joshua Curtis Billington		
Jeffery Daniel Bilyeu	
	 Cum Laude	
Jordan Bion Boggs		

Andrew William Bowie		
Ashley Marie Bradford		
Shantrice Irene Bradley		
James Jackie Bragg		
Rachael Renae Brinson		
Mitchell Scott Broadrick		
Melissa Erin Brown		
Chadd Louis Bruce		
Madeline Claire Bunn	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
	 University Honors Program Scholar
Christopher Charles Bury		
Andrew John Campbell		
Taylor Andrew Cape		
Victoria Suzanne Carter	
	 Cum Laude	
David Martin Clark		
Zari Ayana Clark		
Osayande Adisa Atu Clarke		
Dillon Arien Clemons		
Phillip Charles Coleman		
Taylor Luke Coleman		
Shannon Nicole Collins		
Anndrea Dashanique Cooper		
Michael Alexander Cornelius		
Joseph Edwin Cox		
Matthew Ryan Crissy		
Matthew Carl Davies		
Jeffrey Taylor Davis		
Kevin C. Davis		
Mario J. Delgado		
Kimberly Donna Dixon	
	 Cum Laude	
Trenton Gregory Dooley		
Trent Linville Doty		
Bradlee Keith Douthit		
Tara Elizabeth Dunn	
	 Summa Cum Laude	
Jeffrey Michael Dyal		
Kyle Brandon Earley		
James Merritt Eckles
Christopher John Eisenach		
Shauntae M. Ellis		
Hassan Abdalla Elnockrashy		
Christopher Lee Erving		
Mackenzie Anne Faile		
William Richard Faircloth		
Ashley Drew Fordham		
Weston Leland Fort	
	 Summa Cum Laude	
Sarah Kaye Foster		
Matthew Aaron Gardner		
Sarah Michelle Gibson		
Ronald Bryan Ginn III		
Caroline Faye Godfrey	
	 Cum Laude	
Karla Michelle Gonzalez		
Megan Jean Green		
Casey Maura Greenfield		
John Tyler Guthrie
Jordon T. Hamel		
Lakeyshia Nadine Hampton	
Katherine Jane Harris		
Caleb Russell Hartley	
	 Cum Laude	
Patrick J. Hartman		
Taylor Benton Hasty		
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Deneen Raquel Hayes		
Keneshia Yvette Hayes		
Aralena Paulette Haynes		
Benjamin James Hays		
Tereion Jazmin Heath	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Matthew Evan Hellmann		
Christina Elaine Henley		
Brandon LeMar Henry		
Jamie Lindsay-Jade Herrmann	
	 Cum Laude	
William Rhett Hickman III		
Ashley Nicole Hilton		
Joshua T. Hinson	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Elizabeth Michelle Hoehn		
Pirie Anne Humphries	
	 Cum Laude	
Kristy Elaine Hurst	
	 Cum Laude	
Taylor Elise Irvin		
Kimberly Simone Johns		
Brandon M. Johnson		
Jacoba Matthew Johnson		
Joseph Hunter Johnson		
Lavorius Quatarion Jones		
Philip S. Josey		
Austin Scott Joyner		
Devin Ray Key		
Andrew Blake King		
Jerry Antonio King		
Gregory Darrel King		
Lauren E. Kinney		
Jason Conrad Klanac		
Jordan C. Klebe		
Adam Phillip Larkins		
John Nick Lavender		
Jaime Irene Leach		
Aurielle Chifon Lee		
Dallas Cole Lightsey		
Jonna Brenae Lunsford
Michael Reilly Mahon		
Nycholas Maldonado-Taylor		
Benjamin William Manis		
James S. Marsh		
Garrett Taylor Mathewson	
	 Cum Laude	
John Edward Mathis		
Sasha Elizabeth McBride		
Kyle Patrick McCloskey		
William Blake McCollister		
Lawanda Frink McCollum		
Matthew Stanley McDaniel		
Aaron I. McLeod		
Matthew Jay Meredith	
	 Cum Laude	
Timothy Clay Million		
Jack Louis Minor III		
Robert Taylor Minor		
Amy Kline Mitchell		
Phillip Jordan Mitchell		
Tayla Swanyse Mitchell		
Lindsey A. Monroe	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Jami Rushelle Moody		
Christopher Anthony Moore		
Xavier Neal Morris		

Scott Allen Morton		
Trent M. Mulkey		
Aharon S. Najafi		
Eileen Udoudo Ndem
Erica Lee Nobles		
Kimberly Briana Nobles		
Casey Ryan Noel		
Katie Elizabeth Oakes		
Kara Lacey Odum		
Kenneth Tyler Olandt		
Cameron Cory Padgett		
Charles Matthew Parnell		
Jesnik R. Patel		
Kishan Nitin Patel		
Nita Patel		
Andrew Blake Pease		
Wesley Joel Peebles		
Christian Michael Perry		
Almia Natae Petersen		
Jonathan Blake Phillips		
Richard E. Pittman		
Oscar Alexander Polanco		
Jean-Jacques Potgieter		
Steven Courtney Powell		
Casey Ryan Price		
Derek Thomas Prijatel		
Chelsea Mechelle Prince		
Rebecca Anne Prince		
Nicholas William Pritchett		
John Royce Proctor		
Daniel Craig Pulliam	
	 Cum Laude	
Matthew D. Purvis		
Peter W. Quinlan	
Christopher Jacob Rayburn		
Glenn David Reid		
David George Renfro		
Brian Joseph Reno		
Lemuel Wayne-Akil Revels		
Ryan Russ Reynolds		
Auburn Donald Rigdon		
Evan Cole Ritsick		
Kendrick Hassan Roberts		
Andrew David Robertson		
Mark Welton Rocker		
Blanca Jehieli Rodriguez		
Harvey Roscoe Rowe		
Chelsey Lane Russell		
Hunter Sim Russell		
William Yeager Sadler		
Gregory David Salerno		
Rosa Iveth San Juan		
Benjamin Eugene Scott		
Matthew B. Shannon		
Mandie M. Sherman		
Drew Everett Siegle	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Billy Jackson Simpson
Jayna Rae S. Singletary		
Joseph Tanner Sirmans		
Robert Chester Skinner		
Andrew Lamar Smith		
Brittany Ann Smith		
Garrett Thomas Smith		
Gerald Alexander Smith		
Dakota John Socha	
	 Summa Cum Laude	

Jessica Leigh Stalter		
Madison Cole Stanford		
Tyler Edward Stanford		
Barry West Stapleton		
Linda Caroline Stephens	
	 Summa Cum Laude	
Danielle Elizabeth Sinclair		
Stephen Christopher Streets		
James M. Sullivan		
Lucas Blair Sweat		
Robert William Switts		
David Dale Tammen	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Taylor Danielle Tanner		
Ashton J. Taylor		
Shamah Nehemiah Taylor		
Jamie Danielle Thigpen		
Patrick Allen Thigpen		
Hayden C. Thomas		
James Carlyle Thorne		
Ameral Alexander Threat	
Jacob Andrew Tremble		
Grant Emory Triplett		
Adrienne Lachelle Trowel		
Leanne Rachel Turner	
	 Summa Cum Laude
Christopher Michael Vanner		
Christopher George Vasapolli		
Kirsten Alaine Vaughn		
Justin Ellioit Vinton		
Blake Austin Waits		
Marcus A. Walker		
Timothy Chase Ward		
Ramsey Olin Waters		
Ishmela Marie Whitaker		
Christopher John Whitlock		
Clayton Garrett Whitlock		
James Edward Wilcox		
Andrew James Wild		
Karen Ann Wilkes
Seth Allen Willard		
Atalia Unique Williams		
Gregory Jermaine Williams		
Jessica Amber Williams		
Sitovea Monique Williams		
Tasha Denise Williams		
Jonathan Hughes Williamson		
Terry Alexander Willis		
Bennett Lee Wilson		
Michelle Rene Wise	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Sarah Elizabeth Wise		
James Russell Woods		
Austin Darrell Wright		
Garrett Adam Wright		
Kerry Cletas Wright, Jr.		
Rodney Chantee Wright		
James Patrick Wurtz		
Kaleb Harrison Wynn		
Jordan Adam Yancey		
Jessica Ashley Youngblood

Bachelor of Science
Sage Elizabeth Alexander
Molly Elizabeth Edenfield	 	
William Leon Guy
Cameron Sims Harris	
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Shontá Nichole Hope	 	
Bryan Charod James
Lottie Jeannett Livsey
Sean Christopher MacDonald	
Lauren May Nesselroad		
Hannah Faith Ray	
Matthew Jon Tanner	
Derek Stan Todd	
Jeremy Harris Vangrov
Lashunda Renee Wilkes		
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College of Education
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health
College of Health and Human Sciences

1:00 P.M. Ceremony
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

FACULTY MARSHALS
Jack N. Averitt College of Graduate Studies

College of Education
                           

Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health

College of Health and Human Sciences

READERS
College of Education 

Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health         

College of Health and Human Sciences         

THE PLATFORM PARTY

THOMAS A. BUCKLEY, Ed.D., Associate Professor, Health 
and Kinesiology 

ROBERT L. VOGEL, Ph.D., Professor, Biostatistics

MISSY M. BENNETT, Ed.D., Associate Professor, Teaching 
and Learning

DEVON JENSEN, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Leadership, 
Technology, and Human Development

MARINA EREMEEVA, Ph.D.,  Associate Professor, 
Environmental Health Sciences

EVANS AFRIYIE-GYAWU, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, 
Environmental Health Sciences

STEPHEN J. ROSSI, Ph.D., Associate Professor and Associate 
Dean, Health and Kinesiology

MELISSA K. GARNO, Ed.D., Associate Professor, School of 
Nursing

C. AMELIA DAVIS, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Curriculum, 
Foundations, and Reading 

JULIE G. MAUDLIN, Ed.D., Associate Professor, Teaching and 
Learning

ANDREW R. HANSEN, Dr.P.H., Assistant Professor, 
Community Health 

RAYMONA H. LAWRENCE, Dr.P.H., Assistant Professor, 
Community Health 

BARRY A. MUNKASY, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Health and 
Kinesiology 

BRENT D. WOLFE, Ph.D., Associate Professor, School of Human 
Ecology 

BROOKS A. KEEL, Ph.D., President
RUSSELL TOAL, M.P.H., Clinical Associate Professor and 

Director of the Center for Rural Health and Research, 
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health, Georgia Southern 
University

JEAN E. BARTELS, Ph.D., Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs 

ROBERT L. WHITAKER, M.B.A., Vice President for Business 
and Finance

SALINDA A. ARTHUR, M.S., Vice President for University 
Advancement and President, Georgia Southern University 
Foundation

TERESA E. THOMPSON, Ph.D., Vice President for Student 
Affairs and Enrollment Management

STEVEN C. BURRELL, Ed.S., Vice President for Information 
Technology/Chief Information Officer

CHARLES E. PATTERSON, Ph.D., Vice President for 
Research and Economic Development and Dean, Jack N. 
Averitt College of Graduate Studies 

RUSSELL T. KEEN, B.B.A., Vice President for Government 
Relations and Community Engagement
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*AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND

We would like to thank the ROTC Cadets and other Georgia Southern University volunteers for their assistance with today’s ceremony.

PROGRAM

THE PLATFORM PARTY CONTINUED

*PROCESSIONAL

MACEBEARER

INTRODUCTION OF THE PRESIDENT

WELCOME

MEDITATION

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

RECOGNITION OF EMERITUS FACULTY

CONFERRING OF GRADUATE DEGREES

RECOGNITION OF HONOR GRADUATES

CONFERRING OF UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES

*ALMA MATER

*RECESSIONAL

THOMAS R. KOBALLA, JR., Ph.D., Dean, College of 
Education

A. BARRY JOYNER, Ph.D., Dean, College of Health and Human
   Sciences
R. GREGORY EVANS, Ph.D., Dean, Jiann-Ping Hsu College 

of Public Health
VELMA S. BURDEN, Ed.D., Registrar
GARRETT L. GREEN, President, Student Government 

Association and Graduate Student, Higher Education

Pomp and Circumstance (Military March No. 1, Op. 39) by 
Edward Elgar

Performed by:   HEIDI A. ORDAZ, Graduate Student, Master 
of Music, Performance

MICHAEL MOORE, Ed.D., Professor, Department of 
Curriculum, Foundations and Reading 

PROVOST BARTELS

PRESIDENT KEEL

DEAN JOYNER

DEAN EVANS

MR. RUSSELL TOAL

PROVOST BARTELS

PRESIDENT KEEL
DEAN PATTERSON

PROVOST BARTELS

PRESIDENT KEEL
PROVOST BARTELS
DEAN KOBALLA
DEAN EVANS
DEAN JOYNER

ASHLEY NICOLE RIVERA, Senior, Bachelor of Music, 
Performance 

Wedding Day at Troldhaugen by Grieg
Performed by:  HEIDI A. ORDAZ, Graduate Student, Master 

of Music, Performance
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JACK N. AVERITT COLLEGE OF GRADUATE STUDIES

Doctor of Education
Educational Administration
Scarlett Miles Copeland
	 B.S., Georgia Southern College, 1985
	 M.Ed., Georgia Southern University, 1990
	 M.Ed., Georgia Southern University, 2003
	 Dissertation:  Examining the Experiences of Women 

Superintendents in Georgia
	 Major Professor:  Daniel W. Calhoun, Ph.D.

Doctor of Education
Educational Administration
Vincent Jackson, Sr.
	 B.S.Ed., Georgia College & State University, 1996
	 M.Ed., Georgia College & State University, 2002
	 Ed.S., Georgia College & State University, 2004
	 Dissertation:  Alternative School Principals’ and Teachers’ 

Perception of Their School Setting
	 Major Professor:  Gregory Chamblee, Ph.D.

Doctor of Education
Educational Administration
Cynithia Bryant Staten
	 B.B.A., Georgia Southern University, 1995
	 M.Ed., Georgia College & State University, 2001
	 Ed.S., Georgia College & State University, 2002
	 Dissertation:  Personal and Institutional Factors Affecting 

Assistant Principals’ Career Advancement Decisions in 
Georgia

	 Major Professor:  Lucindia Chance, Ed.D.

Doctor of Education
Educational Administration
Angela Faye Horrison-Collier
	 B.S., University of North Alabama, 1980
	 M.S., University of North Alabama, 1981
	 Ed.S., Troy State University, 2008
	 Dissertation:  The Relationship between Mentoring, Job 

Satisfaction and the Retention of Special Education Teachers
	 Major Professor: Kymberly Drawdy, Ph.D.

Doctor of Education
Educational Administration
Ian Ransom Potter
	 B.A., Clemson University, 2002
	 M.Ed., Clemson University, 2004
	 Ed.S., Georgia Southern University, 2010
	 Dissertation:  Investigating Academic Motivation among 

NCAA Division I Football Players within their Competition 
and Non-competition Semesters

	 Major Professor:  Devon Jensen, Ph.D. 

Doctor of Education
Educational Administration
Bernard Chatman
	 B.A., Augusta College, 1991
	 M.P.A., Georgia Southern University, 1999
	 Ed.S., Augusta State University, 2003
	 Dissertation:  Reasons Urban African American Males Drop 

out of High School and their Resolutions: Perceptions of 
Administrators, Graduation Coaches, and Dropouts

	 Major Professor: Hsiu-Lien Lu, Ed.D.

Doctor of Education
Educational Administration
Oatanisha R. Dawson
	 B.S., Armstrong Atlantic State University, 2004
	 M.Ed., Armstrong Atlantic State University, 2007
	 Ed.S., Georgia Southern University, 2010
	 Dissertation:  Elementary Principals’ Leadership Practice 

Towards Response to Intervention (RTI) Implementation: 
Perceptions of Teachers in Southeastern Georgia

	 Major Professor:  Hsiu-Lien Lu, Ed.D.

Doctor of Education
Educational Administration
Ella B. Green
	 B.S., Armstrong State College, 1991
	 M.Ed., Georgia Southern University, 1998
	 Dissertation:  Parent Expectations of Elementary School 

Leaders, Teachers, and Staff: An Examination of Elementary 
Schools in a Southeastern Georgia School District

	 Major Professor:  Brenda Marina, Ph.D.

Doctor of Education
Educational Administration
Brenda Dorsey Edenfield
	 B.S., Georgia Southern College, 1982
	 M.Ed., Georgia Southern College, 1984
	 Ed.S., Georgia Southern College, 1990
	 Dissertation:  Teacher Perceptions of the Impact of Reduced 

School Budgets on Their Ability to Meet Instructional Needs 
of Their Students

	 Major Professor:  Russell O. Mays, Ed.D.

Doctor of Education
Educational Administration
Juliann Sergi McBrayer
	 B.A., SUNY College at Buffalo, 1995
	 M.Ed., Ohio University, 1999 
	 Ed.S., Georgia Southern University, 2008
	 Dissertation:  Transferability and alignment of Program 

Exemplars in Teacher Preparation
	 Major Professor:  Teri Denlea Melton, Ed.D.

Doctor of Education
Educational Administration
Joy D. Sheppard
	 B.S.Ed., Georgia Southern University, 1991
	 M.Ed., Georgia Southern University, 1994
	 Ed.S., Georgia Southern University, 1996
	 Dissertation:  Perceptions of Teachers and Administrators 

Regarding the Teacher Evaluation Process
	 Major Professor:  Teri Denlea Melton, Ed.D.

Doctor of Education
Curriculum Studies
Lori Lee Jackson
	 B.S., University of Georgia, 1985
	 M.Ed., Georgia State University, 1989
	 Ed.S., Piedmont College, 2001
	 Dissertation: Cultivating the Environmental Awareness of 

Third Graders through Inquiry Based Ecopedagogy:  Impact 
on Students’ Achievement and Attitudes

	 Major Professor: Gregory Chamblee, Ph.D.
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Doctor of Education
Curriculum Studies
Marilyn Thomas
	 B. S., University of West Georgia, 2004
	 M.Ed., University of West Georgia, 2006
	 Ed.S., University of West Georgia, 2008
	 Dissertation:  Understanding Sisterhood through Black 

Women’s Feminist Life Narratives
	 Major Professor:  Daniel Chapman, Ph.D.

Doctor of Education
Curriculum Studies
Christina Ellen Connors
	 B.A., Georgia Southern University, 1995
	 M.Ed., Georgia Southern University, 1999
	 Ed.S., Georgia Southern University, 2004
	 Dissertation:  Who Cares? High School Students Speaking Out 

About Their Apathy for Schooling in Southeast Georgia
	 Major Professor: Ming Fang He, Ph.D.

Doctor of Education
Curriculum Studies
Shana Hunt
	 B.A., Paine College, 1996
	 M.Ed., University of Georgia, 1998
	 Dissertation:  Counterstories from Urbanization of a Suburban 

Black School in Georgia 
	 Major Professor:  Ming Fang He, Ph.D.

Doctor of Education
Curriculum Studies
Marni Elizabeth Kirkland
	 B.S., Georgia Southern University, 1992
	 M.Ed., Georgia Southern University, 2005
	 Ed.S., Georgia Southern University, 2007
	 Dissertation:  Southern Discomfort through the Metaphorical 

Wings of the Vampire: An Educator as the Other in the U.S. 
South

	 Major Professor:  Ming Fang He, Ph.D.

Doctor of Education
Curriculum Studies
Deborah Costlow Cartee
	 B.M., Georgia Southern College, 1979
	 M.Ed., Georgia Southern University, 2003
	 Dissertation:  Two Small Rural Schools under Siege:  An Oral 

History 1969-2012
	 Major Professor:  Robert L. Lake, Ed.D.

Doctor of Education
Curriculum Studies
Deidra Martin
	 B.S., Georgia Southern University, 2004
	 M.Ed., Georgia Southern University, 2006
	 Ed.S., Georgia Southern University, 2008
	 Dissertation: Teachers’ Perceptions and Satisfaction with 

Positive Behavior Interventions and Support (PBIS) in a 
Southeast Georgia School District

	 Major Professor: Michael Moore, Ph.D.

Doctor of Education
Curriculum Studies
Tammie L. Pittsley
	 B.S., Calvary Bible College, 1986
	 M.Ed., Armstrong Atlantic State University, 2003
	 Ed.S., Georgia Southern University, 2006
	 Dissertation:  Are Best Practices in Literacy Best for Students 

of Color?  An Investigation into what Literacy Teachers do 
to Teach Literacy Skills to Students of Color

	 Major Professor:  Michael Moore, Ed.D.

Doctor of Education
Curriculum Studies
Brad Schultz   
	 B.S., Freed-Hardeman University, 1997 
	 M.A., North Georgia College and State University, 2005 
	 Ed.S., North Georgia College and State University, 2007
	 Dissertation:  Intentionally Diverse: A Historical Case Study 

of a Southern Private School’s Ten-Year Diversity Initiative
	 Major Professor:  Michelle Reidel, Ph.D.

Doctor of Education
Curriculum Studies
Beverly L. Cox
	 M.Ed., Armstrong State College, 1979
	 Ed.S., University of Georgia, 1990
	 Dissertation:  “A Song for You” As a Tribute to the Daughters of 

the South: Illuminating the Work of Black Women Principals
	 Major Professor:  Sabrina Ross, Ph.D.

Doctor of Education
Curriculum Studies
Courtney Jones-Hall
	 B.A., North Carolina College at Durham, 1979
	 M.A., North Carolina Central University, 1981
	 Ed.S., Troy University, 1996
	 Dissertation:  Housing Patterns, Academic Performance and 

School Choice: An Inquiry into the Relocation Experiences 
of African-American Families

	 Major Professor:  Sabrina Ross, Ph.D.

Doctor of Education
Curriculum Studies
Frank Gene Jordan, Jr.
	 B.S., Troy State University, 2006
	 M.S., Troy State University, 2007
	 Dissertation:  The Laughter Behind:  Curriculum of Place, the 

Hypermasculine Imperative, and the Critical Education of 
a Southern Cop

	 Major Professor:  Sabrina Ross, Ph.D.

Doctor of Education
Curriculum Studies
Karen Chassereau
	 B.S.Ed., Georgia Southern University, 1999
	 M.Ed., Georgia Southern University, 2004
	 Dissertation:  The Cultural Studies of Science Education
	 Major Professor:  Lina B. Soares, Ph.D.
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Doctor of Education
Curriculum Studies
Charlotte Stallworth Eisel
	 B.A., Georgia College, 1981
	 M.Ed., Mercer University, 1991
	 Ed.S., Georgia State University, 2000
	 Dissertation:  Muffled Voices:  Discourses of the Academic 

Paths of Three African American Males
	 Major Professor:  John A. Weaver, Ph.D. 

Doctor of Education
Curriculum Studies
Melanie Moore Watson
	 B.S., University of Georgia, 2001
	 M.Ed., Columbus State University, 2004
	 Dissertation: Reimaging the Liberal Arts in a Technoscientific 

Age
	 Major Professor: John A. Weaver, Ph.D.

Doctor of Public Health
Biostatistics
Priyanka Garg
	 B.Pharma., The Tamil Nadu Dr. M.G.R. Medical University, 

2006
	 M.P.H., Georgia Southern University, 2009
	 Dissertation:  Robustness of Multiple Imputation Under 

Missing at Random (MAR) Mechanism: A Stimulation 
Study

	 Major Professor:  Robert L. Vogel, Ph.D.

Doctor of Public Health
Community Health Behavior and Education
Chinwe Anulika Ejikeme
	 B.S., Nnamdi Azikiwe University, 1994
	 M.P.H., Nnamdi Azikiwe University, 1998
	 Dissertation:  Exploring the Perceptions, Practices, and 

Parents’ Role Related to Diet and Physical Activity among 
Igbo Children in Atlanta, Georgia: Recommendations to 
Support Parental Involvement

	 Major Professor:  Raymona H. Lawrence, Dr.P.H.

Doctor of Public Health
Community Health Behavior and Education
Rebecca B. Stone
	 B.A., Bluefield State College, 1984
	 M.Ed., Georgia Southern University, 2003
	 Dissertation:  Epidemiology of Hospital Acquired Methicillin-

Resistant Staphylococcus aureus in a Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center Spinal Cord Injury Unit: Fiscal Years 2008-
2011

	 Major Professor:  John Luque, Ph.D.

Doctor of Public Health 
Public Health Leadership
Raimi Ewetola
	 M.D., University of Lomé, 2003
	 M.P.H., Armstrong Atlantic State University, 2006
	 Dissertation:  Demographic and Clinical Characteristics 

Associated with Loss to Follow-up for HIV Primary Medical 
Care in the Coastal CARE Centers (Coastal Health District)

	 Major Professor:  Gulzar H. Shah, Ph.D. 
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JACK N. AVERITT COLLEGE 
OF GRADUATE STUDIES
Education Specialist
Latosha S. Bacon		
Ashley Michelle Brown		
Cara Burban		
Amanda Cole Burkhalter		
Carol S. Carter		
Kathryn E. Chapman		
Elizabeth Nicole Payne Collins	
Vanessa Paige Fox Crump		
Brandy Wilson Darnell		
Tiffany Nicole Davis		
Plysheltia Evette Drayton		
Marlena Rachell Frazier		
Rhea Renee Gentry		
Mackenzie Hart Greene		
Lisa Marie Hamil		
Lurechel P. Holbrook		
Matthew Robert Huntley		
Symantha B. Jefferson		
Blake Garrett Kessler		
Jessica Ann Loiacono		
Shannon Christel Magnacca
Jessica Jewell McLeod		
Gregg Michael Miles		
Johnetta DéAndra Moore		
Layla L. Noble		
Justin Otto		
Ebonie Faye Prather		
Wendie Nicole Sikes		
Erin Colleen Smith		
Ronald Glenn Smith, Jr.		
Kay Franklin Miller		
Judy Rene Wallace		
Candice P. Walton		
Adam Williams		
Keith Lawrence Wright

Master of Arts in Teaching		
Angela Brazell		
Jonathan Wayne Olivarez		
Areli Abigail Saucedo		
Brenda M. Smith		
Mary Connor Weathers	

Master of Education		
David Joel Ackerman		
Rebecca Bohler Alford		
Amanda Evelyn Averill		
Brittanie Nicole Blunt		
Morgan Melissa Bowen		
Ronald Lee Buncombe, Jr.		
Heather Watkins Burley		
Tiffany Langseth Cantrell		
Amanda Lynn Cardell		
Heather Renee Cheek		
Whitney Williams Claxton		
Kasey Reneé Coker		
Stacy M. Coleman		
Tanisha Camellia Coleman		
Joseph Coley		
Naketa Cooper		
Amy Nicole Couchigian		
Blanton Garrett Cranford		
Camille Latrice Crowder		
Kacey S. Danner		
Christina Dasher		

Marissa Rendina Donker		
Jill Matthews Doty		
Sandra Duplessis		
Ryan Durham		
Hannah Renee Dyal		
Shelby Eidson		
Jessica T. Elmore		
Virginia Cooper Erbele		
D. Shane Evans		
Genevie Olivia Smith Frazier	
Arminda Lynn Fueston		
Curtis Anthony Gay		
Shaun Gerblick		
Enoch R. Gill, Jr.		
Timothy T. Gough		
Jeremiah Thomas Graham		
Ashley S. Green		
Ivie Elizabeth Gulbrandson	
Stephanie Oliver Harmon		
Ashlie Brooke Harrell		
Kelsey Elizabeth Heiple		
Lindsay Lee Herndon		
Keenya Hicks		
Tamoco O. Hill		
Leah Penney Holder		
Benjamin R. Hopkins		
Megan Elizabeth Hutchins		
Allison Michelle Jameson		
Crystal Paige Jenkins		
Emily Goldstein Johnson		
Jeremiah James Johnson		
William Thomas Johnson, Jr.	
Diane Dwana Jones		
Ephane Fequia Joseph		
John Scott Newman Landa		
Heidi Mechelle Landon		
Janet Leahr		
Danielle Johns Lentz		
Meredith Renea Lester		
Lindsay Rhea Limpert		
Deedra Summerford Long		
Angela D. Lormis		
Rebecca Loran Maier		
Sean Phillip Mann		
Charity Manomano		
Shannon Ashley Martin		
Lauren Nicole Matthews		
Harriett Christine Matzen		
Latasha Nicole McCord		
Serrita Shantae McGuire		
Ashley McMath		
Lillie Henry McPhee		
Kelly D. Meeks		
Jeffrey Allan Miller		
Lindsay Pearl Mims		
Crystal Sherrylle Mitchell		
Shantale Renee Mobley		
Syreeta Lynell Monroe		
Kaylyn Joy Moran		
Cynthia Shearouse Morgan		
Julie L. Morris		
Carla Turner Neloms		
Lindsey Danielle O’Connor
Marlena Renae Parker		
Whitney Lynn Cartee		
Lacey Jaye Phillips		
William Chadwick Pickett		
SaraRose Elisabeth Porterfield	
Scotty Thomas Rainwater		

Martha Corene Reed		
Stephanie Faysondra Reid		
Markala Catrina Resby		
A. Evonne Carr Reynolds		
Philip Roberts		
Lindsey Lee Robertson		
Jennifer Denise Ross		
Tarena Renis Ruff		
Ashley Schoening		
Lisa M. Shepard		
Bobbie J. Sherrod		
Jodi Pritchard Singletary		
Kristy Day Slaughter		
Heather Smith		
Vivian Suzanne Smith		
Kristina Smythe		
Adrien Charmaine Stallings	
Amy Michelle Starley		
Heather Shearouse Strickland	
La’Quata Tamika Sumter		
Mary-Michael Thompson		
Robin Porter Thompson		
Jill Elaine Tomberlin		
Katherine Elizabeth Trotter	
Danielle Walden		
Diandra Patrice Walker		
Laura Howse Walley		
Alesha Latrell Warner		
Stacey Lavette Warren		
Brooke Sara Weinstein		
Jennah Christian White		
Amy Lynn Wilkins-Smith		
David Trevor Williams		
Elaine M. Wilson		
Tracy Denise Wilson		
Ryan Matthew Woodard		
Julian Brandon Young

Master of Healthcare Administration	
Justin Keith Inglett		
Rebecca O’Neill		
Janet Cecilia Shaw
Samuel Matthew Strickland

Master of Public Health		
Dareeka Shuntavia Coleman
Nathaniel Roosevelt Abrams, Jr.	
Bakary I. Djire	
Cornelia Latrice Hinton		
Tabiitha Michelle James	
I-sa Ni-kole Jenkins
Asal Mohamadi Johnson	
Ebonee Denise Kirkwood	
David James McDermott	
Lutfiyya NaQiyba Abdullah Muhammad	
Jessica Lyne Mulbah		
Angela Murro		
Adrienne Melissa Pate		
Amit Rameshbhai Patel	
Asa Yvette Renfroe		
Kristen Delane Wadkins	
Emmanuel Badu Winful

Master of Science
Lauren Elizabeth Adamson
Dustin Cannon Alley		
Arin Walter Canecchio		
William Samuel Catron		
Carleena Louise Costner		



27

James Joseph Gallagher		
Maria Hanna Katariina Karvonen
Britta Nicole LeBlanc		
Matthew McCarthy		
Cassie Burke Shipes		
Brienna Lyn Simons		
Joshua Ryan Staples		
Andrew Christopher Stuart
Sara Ashley Stubbs		
Hollis Lynn Theard		
Danny D. Varnadore, Jr.		
Benjamin Lloyd Wharton

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Bachelor of Science in Education		
Chelsea Louise Abbott	
	 Cum Laude	
Hannah Brooke Anderson		
Taylor Morgan Berry		
Debra Ann Boley		
Justin Gary Brantley	
	 Cum Laude	
Brooke Marie Brennan		
Mustapha Amir Cabbell		
Kasey Lee Callahan		
Dustin Lee Canon	
	 Cum Laude	
Janay Jessica Capers		
Breeann Yvonne Cox		
Brittany Ashton Craven		
Amani Janay Crim	
	 Cum Laude	
Shalli Elaine Davis	
	 Cum Laude	
Alyson Kile Dickerson		
Heather Caitlin Dickson		
Joy Natwon Dorsey		
Morgan Blair Ennis		
Emily Mary Fell	
	 Cum Laude	
Erica Ann Frazier		
Desherra Elizabeth Gilchrist	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Shelby Ann Gornto	
	 Cum Laude	
Toni Antoinay Grandstaff		
Whitney Bunny Grantham	
	 Summa Cum Laude	
Emily Rose Harshbarger		
Holly Elizabeth Hattaway	
	 Cum Laude	
Thomas David Hilker		
Jamie Lauren Jacobi	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Martavious Kendrell Johnson		
Rebecca Leigh Johnson		
Abigail Claire Joyner		
Megan Marie Killorin	
	 Cum Laude	
Meredith Ashleigh Kratofil		
Alexandra Noel Lapcevic		
Caitlin Margaret Lawson	
	 Summa Cum Laude	
Ashley M. Lee		
Alexa Renee Lewis		
Tracey Ana Lynn Livingston		
Jasmine Nicole Lott	
	 Magna Cum Laude
Ashley Kelley Love	
	 Cum Laude

Sarah Katherine Madden	
	 Summa Cum Laude	
Brooke Marsh		
Allison Kirchoff Martin		
Shannon Marie Martin		
Derrick Mitchell Mathis	
	 Cum Laude	
Jessica Eileen Mincey		
Brandi Elaine Morgan		
Patricia Elizabeth Morgan		
Dakota Lane Nessmith		
Amanda Brenda Nopal		
Brittany Jessica Powell		
Meredith Shalli Redlin		
Kiristen Nicole Robinson		
Britney Ann Sapp		
Catherine Olivia Shaw		
Kathryn Diane Evans		
Mary Ashley Smith		
Taylor Shae Smith	
	 Cum Laude	
Kyle Robert Teagarden		
Heidi Suzanne Thalacker		
Candice Victoria Tillman	
	 Cum Laude	
Claudia Torres-Rodriguez		
Ashlee Lauren Tucker		
Olivia Sharnell Tucker		
Matthew Marvin Vickery		
Amber Archer Waddell		
Morgan Malicia Ware	
	 Cum Laude	
Margaret Mary Westbrook	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Ashley Nichole Whitehead		
Kelsey Gordon Willette		
Jamila Joy Wills		
John Austin Wilson		
Rebecca Claire Wilson		
Kathleen M. Winskey		
Bailey Michelle Woodard

JIANN-PING HSU COLLEGE 
OF PUBLIC HEALTH		
Bachelor of Science in Health Science	
Jennifer Mae Breffle		
Yikeyia Raenez Chandler		
Shantavia Rene Cotton		
Jared Kenton Dorrell		
Ciera Lashay Knight		
Rouvier Mervius		
Regina Parker Moore		
Lindsay Nicole Pierce	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Ashley Diana Poteau		
David Christopher Smith		
Seannika Richae Smith		
Brittany Monique Stegall		
James Faben Vary III		
Moné Annis White		
Erika Frances Whiters

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SCIENCES		
Bachelor of Science		
Jaclyn Elise Anderson		
Lauren Marisa Austin		
Alyssa Joy Aycock		
Kimberly Leigh Baker

Jacob Stephen Boling			 
Brianna Kideta Brooker		
Travis Michael Cain		
Tabitha Lynn Call		
Witton Alexander Carlisle	
	 Cum Laude	
Shannon Marie Cemate	
	 Cum Laude	
Kaitlin Ellen Chapman		
Coley Daniel Clifton		
Stephen Wilson Conrad		
Ashley Elizabeth Corbitt		
Ash Lynn Shanay Crawford
Warren Michael Deeds
Devon Ashton Derby		
Lynnsey Morgan Edmondson		
Daniel D. K. Edwards		
Megan J. Eilts		
William Jason Elliott		
Amber Cheré Ellis	
	 Cum Laude	
Audrey Ellen Engelhaupt	
	 Cum Laude	
William Rush Eskridge		
Megan Maragret Fannon		
Breaundria Jalisa Farmer		
Clayton Davis Finney		
Hillary Elaine Garner	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Sha’Quita Daneé Givens		
Stephany Lorraine Goff		
Sarah Brooke Gowen		
Amber Shannay Miriam Green	
	 Cum Laude	
Stephanie Renee Green	
	 Magna Cum Laude		
Rochelle Kimberley Ham		
Margaux Mary Wailin Harcharic	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Callie Faires Harkness		
Alicia Young Ae Hicks		
Brasmyne Janeise Holmes		
Ethan Harrison Hooker		
Alexandra Diane Howard		
Brian Jeffrey Hudgins		
Khyri Lamar Hutchins		
Clyde Jackson III		
Beth Ann Jacobson			 
Jasmine Nicole Johnson		
Courtney Marie Jones		
Shawn M. Kelley		
Alina Alberta Kennedy		
Allen Lee		
Ashia Moné Lee		
Sara Emily Levy		
Ebony Nicole Lewis			 
Amanda Lynn Lowell			 
Nicholas Lawrence Mayo		
Jasmine Marceisha Mays		
Gettis Cortez McGhee, Jr.		
Cindy A. Michael		
Michael Blake Miller		
Katherine Murray Mundell	
Seth Thomas Orme		
Nicolette Anastasia Pappas		
Richard Burke Payne		
Sarah Elizabeth Penick		
Thomas Martin Pyrda		
Caitlyn Nicole Quinn		
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Pamela Elaine Reese	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Tamia Shea Rhodes		
Keeli Maria Rigdon	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Robert Tanner Rogers		
Jessica Danielle Ropp	
	 Cum Laude	
Johnathon Marshall Sanford	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Victoria Ann Schurrer	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Sandra Yvonne Scott		
Ashlynn Dawn Seckinger		
Anna Kristian Howard		
Britney LaShea Simpson		
Richard Arthur Skinner		
Keyon LàDontā Slappy		
Christina Idell Smith		
David Patrick Smith		
Ivonna N. Smith		
Jonathan Jacob Sowers		
Nolan Carl Spake		
Tia N. Stokes			 
Lindsey Marissa Thompson		
Victoria Rose Tillery		
Leah Shea Vanvalkenburgh		
Marcus Elliot Vaughn
Pernell Watson		
Emily Nicole Weaver		
Tara Caitlin Welch		
Linsy Brooke West		
Whitney Sierra Westbrook-Haynes		
Milton Arnold Whipple, Jr.		
Seth Andrew Wilbur		
Brittany Nicole Williams		
Devin Danielle Williams		
Kenya Nichole Williams		
Shaquea Rashay Williams	
	 Cum Laude	
Morgan Sky Young		

Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology	
Brandon Thomas Bailey		
Kimberlee Fay Beall		
	 University Honors Program Scholar
Ebony Tiara Carter		
Benjamin Stuart Clifton		
Haley Danielle Cronon		
	 University Honors Program 1906 Scholar
Elizabeth Charlene Cross		
FlorAnne Cruz		
Jesse Jay Cruz		
Kristin Marie Curles		
Hue Hong Doan		
Joseph Francis Guenther		
Mary Kathryn Harper	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Stephen Ted Harvey		
Dustin Ryan Hight		
Garyt Holby Holmes	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Olivia Mary Ibrahim		
Javaris Ty’Shun Jackson		
Andrew William Johnson		
Javetta Ketrese Jolly		
Kian C. Khazrai		
Kristian Danielle Lawrence	
Jasmine Nahkia Maddox		

Jordan Kyle Miramonti		
Shawanna Nicole Molden		
Kelli Renee Murphey		
Meredith Claire Paskert		
Kayla Danielle Pence		
April Cherrell Pierce		
Stephen Clark Pulley	
	 Cum Laude	
Hilary L. Pulos	
	 Summa Cum Laude	
Whitney Lynn Randall		
Jacob Donald Schoolcraft		
Matthew Braxton Sherman	
	 Cum Laude	
Zachary Warner Stephens		
Alyssa Marie Sturgis		
Jay Henry Summitt, Jr.		
Nicklaus Erwin Thomas		
Ashleigh Martha Tillman		
Amber Kathryn Vaughn		
Michael David Vickery		
Andrew David Wallace		
Christina Renee White		
Kelli A Williamson		
Rachel Wesleyan Wilson	
	 Cum Laude	
Racquel Janae Wyatt	
	
Bachelor of Science in Nursing	
Marjorie B. Andre		
Amanda Elizabeth Black	
	 Cum Laude	
Briana Smith Brown		
Stephanie Diane Bruton		
Laura Leigh Carter	
	 Cum Laude	
Leah Jean Carter	
	 Summa Cum Laude	
Nicole Sunshine Carter	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Ashley Mccall Cobb		
Shannon Dawn Coffee		
Jacey Marie Coffey		
Jenna Rae Coleman		
John Aaron Conner	
	 Cum Laude	
Peggy Morris Corbin		
Mallory Hazel  Cushner		
Melissa Campbell Donovan	
Garrett L. Duncan		
Elisha Kate Finch		
Katie Marie Gee	
	 Cum Laude	
Lacie Ann Goodman		
Adrienne Elmore Graham		
Amanda Christine Griffin	
	 Cum Laude	
Rebekah Katherine Hagan		
Samantha Breann Housend	
Allie Lorraine Howard		
Valerie Danielle Ingle		
Ashley Bloomfield Jacobs	
	 Cum Laude	
Michael Scott  Johns		
Sherron Sterling Johnson		
Courtney Alleen Knox		
Lorin Marvin Lawson		
Michael Ryan Lockley		
Sharen Elizabeth Martin		

Hazel Renae Anderson Masters	
Ameena Dalya Mchie		
Jada Lauren McNeely		
Julie Wannamaker Morris		
David Ladson  Mosley		
Shanice Lanie Muirhead		
Harrison Abram Mullis		
William Harold Parham, Jr.		
Shannon Thelma Pendergraph	
Melissa Brooke Peters	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Paris A. Pitts		
Lindsay Sherrill Prestwood	
Haley Elizabeth Radovich		
Kelly Morgan Redd	
	 Cum Laude	
Katlyn Taylor Reeves	
	 Cum Laude	
KaMona Sierra Riley		
Santerica Briana Scott	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Amanda Marie Sharp		
Jordan Elizabeth Sherrod	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Courtney Leigh Smith		
Jacob Daniel Spier		
Elizabeth Ann Sutton		
Chante S. Sylvester		
Regina Katherine Waters	
	 Magna Cum Laude	
Lisa Jefferson Watts		
Sydney Lynn Webster	
	 Cum Laude	
Tina L. White		
Twayla K. White
Casey Amber McRae	
	 Cum Laude		
Lawrence Kenneth Williams	
Shelby Brianna Williams		
Kiara Yvette Wilson	 	
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 “Freedom” 
is a non-releasable American Bald Eagle permitted to Georgia Southern University

Center for Wildlife Education & Lamar Q Ball, Jr. Raptor Center

Today, Georgia Southern University acknowledges the 
remarkable achievements of our graduates and celebrates 
a popular and enduring commencement tradition with the 
appearance of Freedom, our American Bald Eagle mascot. 
Freedom’s arrival during the singing of the Georgia Southern 
Alma Mater signifies the conclusion of the commencement 
ceremony. He serves not only as an ambassador for wildlife, but 
as an iconic reminder of the strength and majesty of our nation.

Freedom is a male Southern bald eagle that was found knocked 
out of the nest in Maitland, Florida. Only weeks old and 
appearing like a “brown ball of fuzz,” it was discovered that 
the young eagle had an injury to his beak and suffered from an 
infection. Rushed to the Florida Audubon Center for Birds of 
Prey, Freedom made a complete recovery from the infection, 
but the injury to his beak was permanent, preventing his release 
into the wild.  With the permission of the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Georgia Southern acquired Freedom in 2004. 

Through the Georgia Southern University Center for Wildlife 
Education and Lamar Q Ball, Jr. Raptor Center, thousands of 
visitors young and old are embraced by the power of Freedom.  
Freedom is one of three American Bald Eagles housed at the 
18-acre sanctuary, located in the heart of Georgia Southern’s 
campus. The Center also contains numerous species of native 
raptors, reptiles and amphibians. 

For more information, visit:  www.GeorgiaSouthern.edu/
wildlife. 

Did You Know? 
•	The bald eagle is found only in North America.
•	The bald eagle became the official symbol of the United States 

of America in 1782.  
•	Georgia Southern University adopted the eagle as its symbol 

in 1960. 
•	The bald eagle owes its name to the Middle English term 

“balled,” meaning “shining white.” The adult bald eagle’s head 
and neck feathers are all white, giving it the name “balled 
eagle,” meaning “white eagle.”

•	The bald eagle has a wingspan of 6-8 ft., and makes its home 
along coastlines and large bodies of fresh water.

•	 Eagles are mature at five years of age.  
•	 Eagles require a 25-mile hunting territory and appear to mate 

for life (can live as long as 50 years).  
•	 Forty years ago, the bald eagle was nearing extinction with 

just 417 nesting pairs of birds known in the United States.  
Today, the bird has made a remarkable comeback and is now 
off the Endangered Species List.  

•	 In 1983, no nesting pair of eagles could be found in Georgia.  
Today, Georgia has more than 150 known nesting pairs 
throughout the state.
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