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Evaluation of Diverse Community Asthma Interventions
March 17, 2015

A collaborative study including Dr. Stuart Tedders, associate dean of
academic affairs, Dr. Simone Charles, associate professor of
environmental health sciences, and Dr. Raymona Lawrence, assistant
professor of community health behavior and education from the Jiann-
Ping Hsu College of Public Health (JPHCOPH) at Georgia Southern
University evaluated community asthma management programs. The
five year study was led by Dr. Lynn Woodhouse, the past associate
dean and interim dean of JPHCOPH, currently a Senior Research
Scientist at the University of Florida College of Medicine in
Jacksonville, FL. The challenge of evaluating community asthma

- management programs is complicated by balancing the emphasis on
health outcomes with the need to build community process capacity for conducting and monitoring evidence-
based programs. The evaluation of a Georgia Childhood Asthma Management Program, a Healthcare Georgia
Foundation-supported initiative for multiple diverse programs and settings, provides an example of an approach
and the results that address this challenge.

A “developmental evaluation” approach was applied, using mixed methods of quantitative and qualitative data
collection and analysis, to assess the progress of community asthma prevention programs in building community
within the context of: where the community is starting, community-level systems changes, and the community’s
progress toward becoming more outcome measurement oriented and evidence based. Initial evaluation efforts
revealed extensive mobilization of community assets to manage childhood asthma. However, there were minimal
planned efforts to assess health outcomes and systems changes, and the lack of a logic model-based program
design linking evidence-based practices to outcomes. Following developmental technical assistance within
evaluation efforts, all programs developed logic models, linking practices to outcomes with data collection
processes to assess progress toward achieving the selected outcomes. This developmental approach across
diverse projects and communities, along with a quality improvement benchmarking approach to outcomes,
created a focus on health status outcome improvement. Specifically, this approach complemented an emphasis
on an improved community process capacity to identify, implement, and monitor evidence-based asthma
practices that could be used within each community setting.
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