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Background Results- Stage 2- Response Generation ‘

The number of universities and colleges offering online programs

continue to expand. Online education is still a relatively new method
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Stage 1-Faculty Concern Stage 3- Response Implementation

Discussion among nursing faculty revealed concern that there
May be a difference in academic integrity in the online and
Traditional RN-BSN program.

Stage 2- Method

A descriptive comparative desigh was used to evaluate academic
integrity in an online RN-BSN program and a traditional face-to-face
RN-BSN programs. The two cohorts had identical curriculum and
many of the same faculty. The cohorts differed only in method of
content delivery and testing. The McCabe Academic Integrity
assessment survey was sent to all RN-BSN students enrolled in the
2008-2009 academic year. This included 2048 online students and
100 traditional classroom students.

As online nursing programs continue to proliferate, academic
nurse educators must thoroughly evaluate academic integrity
and outcomes of online nursing programs. Measures to
increase the awareness of academic integrity polices and to
clearly delineate academic integrity expectations should be
included in all nursing programs.

An academic integrity intervention study is in progress in the
Tests are considered closed book tests, Using any written or electronic material to answer questions is

online C.Ohor_t' For the intervention study Stl.JdentS are prohibited. The student may not exit the test site or access any electronic devices or the internet during the
randomized into a class as usual or a class with a message exan.

. . . - “Would you want to be operated on by a doctor who cheated his way through medical school? Or
board discussion about facu |ty eXpeCtatlonS for academic would you feel comfortable on a bridge designed by an engineer who cheated her way through
integrity and a testing policy pop up before each exam.

Dear Student:

One of the program outcomes for the Jacksonville University (JU) on-line RN-BSN program
states that students will exhibit professional values and behaviors, affirmed by a code of ethics,
professional standards, and legal statues. As a faculty, we want to facilitate your achievement of
that program outcome by fostering a culture of academic integrity in the classroom. Academic
integrity brings forth thoughts of not plagiarizing or cheating on test and examinations. The JU
SON faculty believes this definition is extended to include actions beyond the classroom.
Academic integrity includes personal and professional integrity. Dr. William M. Taylor, from
Oakton Community College gives the following example to illustrate this point:

Testing Policy

Testing is an essential mechanisms Faculty use to evaluate student learning. Since examinations are completed
on-line, it is important ko maintain an environment of academic honesty.

engineering school. Would you trust your tax return to an accountant who copied his answers from
his neighbor?”

Since we are all practicing nurses the above concepts should not be foreign to you. We practice
them every day, in multiple forums. It is the surgical conscience in the operating room, when only
you know the surgical field is contaminated, it is reporting your own medication error, or
informing the provider of a missed procedure. \WWe are here for the people we serve. We are their

The test is to be taken by the student without the assistance of others. Test questions are not to be copied or
reproduced. Test questions are not to be discussed with anyone except the course Faculty,

Violation of this testing policy will result in Failure in the course, Yiolations will be reported to the Director of the
On-line program, Dean of the School of Nursing, and the Senior Vice-President for Academic Affairs,

r B advocate and often their voice. As nurses, we are trusted.
= St a ge 4- F u t u re Re S e a rC h As your faculty we pledge to foster academic integrity throughout your coursework. \We
a e - o n C u S I O n promise to adhere to the same standards we expect of our students. We pledge to maintain [ By checking this box and entering the test site I am verifying that I have read and understand the above
professional competence and to monitor course content and assignments to assure the value and Eecti i F he U RN-BSN
= . applicability of your coursework. esting policy For the - program,

Overall cheating in the RN-BSN program ,for both online and
traditional students ,was very low. This may be related to the
unigue demographic profile of these students and their exposure to
ethics in practice and their ADN programs.

As students, we expect you to foster academic integrity among your classmates. \We expect you
to review and abide by the academic honesty statements in the JU catalogue, handbook and course
syllabi. We expect you to follow assignment and testing guidelines as they are presented. Please
remember to bring your professional integrity to the academic environment.

Sincerely,

Although the McCabe survey of academic integrity has been
used extensively for over a decade, the survey is not tailored to
assess online programs. An academic integrity tool designed to
specifically assess online programs is in development. This study
will be replicated with a larger population from different
universities.

Intervention Part B- Testing policy students must acknowledge prior to each online

This study did not support concerns that there may be more Nursing Faculty Exam.
cheating in online programs. This study found higher levels of

cheating in the traditional classroom, especially in students age 40
and under. The majority of cheating involved collaboration among

students.

Intervention Part A- Message board discussion on faculty
expectations of Academic integrity based This letter to the
students
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