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Online MBA Named a Best Online MBA Program
College Choice recently released its Best Online MBA Programs 2017 ranking, and it included the Georgia Southern Online MBA.

College Choice rates online MBA programs based on actual costs (taking into account hidden fees such as technical support fees or
operating platform costs) and information published by the Higher Education Research Institute at UCLA. The Higher Education Research
Institute conducted a nationwide survey, polling students about financial aid offerings, the overall cost of going to school and job
placement rates. Other sources also included in College Choice's rankings were U.S. News & World Report, the National Center for
Education Statistics and PayScale.com.

“The Georgia Southern University online solution for working business professionals is an excellent example of what an MBA program
should look like. This school has been conferring the MBA online for more than 15 years and has since perfected it into an accelerated program that sees students finishing the
requirements in less than two years. This school holds regional accreditation by the SACS COC. The MBA program is further accredited by AACSB International””

Although the coursework is 100 percent online, students are required to attend a two-day orientation in Atlanta, Georgia, prior to beginning the program. This is the one and only time
students meet with faculty and other classmates in person, allowing them to feel more connected once class begins.

Itis important to note that Georgia Southern requires that all online instructors are certified and independently academically-qualified by AACSB to teach the courses. In addition to the
fact that all courses are taught asynchronously, students are getting the very best education, all while holding a job and continuing with their personal lives.

The Georgia Southern MBA requires 30 credit hours of coursework. While an internship is not required, a capstone team project is mandatory. Sample courses include quantitative
analysis for business decisions, managerial accounting, and business ethics and the law.

Faculty Member’s Research Making an Impact

Jeff Schiman, Ph.D., assistant professor of economics, was recently mentioned on the National Council on Teacher Quality website in a
commentary by Hannah Putman for research he has conducted with Ben Ost (University of Illinois at Chicago) on first-year teachers'
absence rates (counting only sick and personal days, not professional development) and how these rates correspond to their workloads
(e.g., class size, years of experience). The article, published in Economics of Education Review, volume 57, April 2017, highlights that
teachers are less likely to be absent when teaching larger classes, teaching new grade assignments or having fewer years experience.

To view the article in its entirety and the full study, click here (http://www.nctq.org/commentary/article.do?id=342).

Georgia Southern University Sends Students to the 19t Annual National Collegiate Sales Competition
The 19t annual National Collegiate Sales Competition (NCSC) was held at Kennesaw State University on March 31-April 3, 2017.

The NCSC hosts this one-of-a-kind event with a live tournament-style student sales role-play competition, networking opportunities and
sales-exclusive career fair. This event promotes and enhances the practice and professionalism of selling.

The NCSC hosts the top collegiate sales talent and sales faculty from the most elite university sales programs in North America. Upcoming
sales graduates are provided a venue for sharpening their sales skills in a highly competitive environment and networking with their peers
and sales faculty from across the United States.

Chris Kirk and Mila Saitowitz, sales and sales management students at Georgia Southern University, were among the 144 students who
competed at NCSC. The Georgia Southern Center for Sales Excellence also took 32 other students to attend the career fair associated with
the competition.

{l-r): Milz Saitowicz and Chris Kirk

Those competing are given sales scenarios and present sales calls to the sponsored corporate partners. The students’ goals range from
getting a second appointment to making the sale; however, the focus is on the sales skills exhibited rather than the outcome of the call.

The competition is a bracket-style format, with wildcard elimination rounds to advance. Judges evaluate students on approach, needs identification, presentation, handling of objections,
closing and overall nonverbal skills.

“It is a major accomplishment to be competing with the students from the top schools,” said Linda Mullen, Ph.D., director of the Center for Sales Excellence at the Georgia Southern
University College of Business.

The NCSCis by invitation and allows only 72 sales programs from across North America to send two students each to compete. In order to be invited, the school must have previously
competed in the competition with students succeeding in some capacity.

“The registration policy was developed keeping in mind that the NCSC is a ‘competition, and we want to continue to improve the competition and, in turn, the quality of the next
generation of sales candidates,” said Dr. Loe, Ph.D., director of NCSC.

The NCSC is the premiere sales competition in North America and provides a great opportunity for undergraduate and graduate students. Thanks to Chris and Mila, as they placed in the
upper group, and Georgia Southern University will be invited back next year.
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College of Business Program Listed in Top Five

The National Association of State Boards of Accountancy has listed the Georgia Southern School of Accountancy Forensic Accounting program as one of the top in the nation. To learn
more about the Forensic Accounting program, visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu/business/soa/fraud-forensic-accounting (http://coba.georgiasouthern.edu/soa/fraud-forensic-accounting/).
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Finance Association Wraps Up Year with Two Local Speakers

On Wednesday, April 12, 2017, the Finance Association welcomed Linda Mullen, Ph.D., associate professor of marketing, and Steven “Kelly”
Dabbs for the final semester installment in its ongoing Guest Speaker Series.

Mullen discussed her time as a runner and trader on the Chicago Board of Options Exchange (CBOE). She explained the fast-paced
environment and how it was somewhat like the scenes depicted in movies. Her experiences there helped her significantly in her next job at
a bank.

Dabbs (CHEM, '08), a Statesboro native, talked at length about his investing experience starting as a broker in Savannah. As his knowledge
and client base grew, he began crafting more exotic investments. During his presentation, Dabbs also stressed the importance of
networking as a friend of a friend helped him obtain a seat on the Pacific Coast Exchange in San Francisco. He spent a number of years
trading options as a market maker on that exchange. Kelly explained the job of being a market maker and discussed the lifestyle and high burn-out rate typical of market makers on
exchanges. He said the most he lost was about $40,000 in 60 seconds. After leaving the exchange, he returned to the Statesboro area and has become a local entrepreneur, operating
several businesses. Dabbs explained the interesting business opportunities he developed to fill specific, but unmet, needs in the local community.

Both Mullen and Dabbs expounded upon how much knowledge they gained about the markets.

April BIG Café

This months BIG Café was held on April 12 at City Campus in downtown Statesboro. Local entrepreneurs gathered to listen to two of their peers present their business and problems they
are currently encountering. As the two “localpreneurs” presented, attendees enjoyed complimentary coffee provided by Cool Beanz and doughnuts provided by the DSDA as they gave
invaluable feedback to the two individuals.

The presenters for April's BIG Café were Sally Minton from Boro Takeout and Shawn Jackson, the lab coordinator for the FabLab and Innovation Incubator at City Campus. Sally started the
food delivery service, Boro Takeout, in 2009. Boro Takeout has grown to feature about 30 local Statesboro restaurants. The service allows customers to order food via the Internet or
phone and have it delivered to them. Boro Takeout also offers grocery delivery from BiLo, Monday through Thursday.

Sally is looking to expand her offerings to include national food chains and to other communities near Statesboro. Her problem is getting into see corporate at the national food chains
and the cost of delivering to nearby communities. Suggestions included adding caterers to her service, organizing a group of other food service delivery companies to approach national
chains, researching other food delivery service companies to learn how they have been able to break into the national food chains, researching sales prior to including a restaurant as part
of Boro Takeout food delivery and comparing the increase in sales the restaurants have seen after becoming part of Boro Takeout to show national food chains the benefits of being part
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of Boro Takeout's food delivery service. During her presentation, Sally also noted that her largest restaurant backed out at one point, and
Boro Takeout did not see a decrease in sales. This shows people want the delivery service for convenience rather than a certain type of
food. This is yet another way for her to present her case to the national food chains.

Shawn, the lab coordinator at the FabLab, discussed the services he is able to offer in downtown Statesboro through the FabLab. It offers
3D printers, laser cutters, CNC machines, power tools, hand tools, and graphic design and engineering software. The FabLab also offers
training on specific tools at varying levels and provides hands on experience. Shawn is able to offer community experts to FabLab
customers since it is part of Georgia Southern University. Auto cad, logo design and graphic design experts, along with local engineers who
can help individuals with their projects, are readily available. The rates for using the FabLab vary from $45 for a community membership (1
person), $95 for a family membership (up to 3 people using the space), $200 for a small business membership and $350 for the benefits
package membership. Shawn asked if this was something that would resonate with the community.

Currently, about 10 people utilize the monthly plans; however, once the web payment system with auto renewal is up and working, Shawn
says he has about 35 people wanting to start with the FabLab. He was also asked how he is marketing the FabLab. Shawn is currently
working with University Marketing and Communications on a brochure that will be placed at the Statesboro Convention and Visitor's
Bureau and on campus. He also has a viral marketing strategy campaign that will utilize geo caching and will put a 20 x 20 electronic display in the window of the FabLab on East Main
Street. Another idea was to partner with local schools.

BIG Café was a huge success; thanks to everyone who attended and gave invaluable feedback. Special thanks go to Sally from Boro Takeout and Shawn from the FabLab for presenting
and to our sponsors, David Hoyle of Cool Beanz, and Elena McLendon, DSDA. If you would like to present your business obstacle(s) at BIG Café, please contact Andi Wilson

at amwilson@georgiasouthern.edu (mailto:amwilson@georgiasouthern.edu) or (912)478-0872. Attend the next BIG Café if you would like to come together to network, drink coffee and
help one another thrive. Also, attend five times and receive a free BIG Café coffee mug!

The BIG Pitch Competition 2017
Call for Solutions from Collegiate Innovators

Seeking Undergraduate & Graduate Innovations That Improve
Economies, Health, and the Environment, fitting under the
Theme of Sustainability.

Award: $10,000 cash
Contest hosted by:

GEORGIA

| OCEAN
) $OUTHERN EXCHANGE

Go to www.oceanexchange.org for details.
Teams or individual innovators with faculty advisors are invited to register.

Registration Opens:
February 1, 2017

Registration Deadlines:
Early Bird - August 1, 2017
Final Deadline - September 6, 2017 11:59pm GMT

$50 registration fee
Check registration site for early bird incentives.
Finalists will be notified September 11, 2017.

Eight finalists will be invited to present at Ocean Exchange October 8 in front of 150
delegates from business, NGOs, academia, and government. Delegates will vote who
receives one $10,000 cash award. More details and contest rules will be posted at
OceanExchange.org or call 912-257-0209.

BIG Pitch is part of the Business Innovation Group of the Center for
Entrepreneurship Learning & Leadership at Georgia Southern University’s College
of Business Administration.

Ocean Exchange is an international non-profit with a mission to help advance the
adoption of transformative solutions that support sustainability. View our full list of
sponsors at: https://www.oceanexchange.org/about/sponsors/

(http://www.oceanexchange.org)
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BUILDING A LEGACY

I ——

Georgia Southern University College of Business

(http://coba.georgiasouthern.edu/buildingalegacy)

(http://coba.georgiasouthern.edu/buildingalegacy)

DONATE NOW

(https://www.google.com/url?
q=https%3A%2F%2Fsecurelb.imodules.com%2Fs%2F1544%2Findex.aspx%3Fsid%3D1544%26gid%3D1%26pgid%3D484%26cid%3D1197&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE8SrDO7041Lbzybdq

KEEP US INFORMED

OF WHAT'S GOING ON WITH YOU

Alumni! Remember the “Blue Cards” Lewis
Stewart used to send out? They are now online.
Help us stay in touch with you by visiting

GeorgiaSouthern.edu/Business/BlueCard

We look forward to hearing from you soon!

(http://www.georgiasouthern.edu/business/BlueCard)

IBB - Faculty/Staff News
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Steve Stewart’s publication with Allen Amason, entitled, “Assessing the State of Top Management Teams Research,” was just published in
the Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Business and Management. Congrats, Steve and Allen!

Steve Stewart also recently had an article with co-authors Kevin Cox (Florida Atlantic University) and Jason Lortie (University of Mississippi)
entitled, “When to Pray to the Angels for Funding: The Seasonality of Angel Investing in New Ventures,” accepted for publication in the
Journal of Business Venturing Insights. The study identifies seasonality in angel investment deals and suggests reasons for the trends.
Congrats, Steve!

College of Business Student Services Advisors Trevor Bruffy, Scott Curley and Mikaela Shupp presented at the National Academic Advising
Association (NACADA) Region IV Conference held in Jackson, Mississippi, March 29-31. Their presentation, “Academic (Ed)visors: Examining
the Advising as Teaching Philosophy,” examined the importance of learning outcomes in advisement in an effort to move beyond
prescriptive advising, resulting in a richer educational experience for our students.

Jan Grimes was invited to the McGraw-Hill Education Management & Organizational
Behavior Symposium, held in La Jolla, CA, from February 23-25. To view highlights from the
symposium, visit https://youtu.be/rOiSkW5iMNk (https://youtu.be/rOiSkW5iMNk).

- wue
{l-r): Mikaela Shupp, Scott Curley and Trevar Bruffy
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Accreditation (http://academics.georgiasouthern.edu/accreditations/)

Admissions (http://admissions.georgiasouthern.edu/)
Campus Map (http://www.georgiasouthern.edu/map/)
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Consolidation (http://consolidation.georgiasouthern.edu/)

Contact Us (http://www.georgiasouthern.edu/contact/)

Library (http://library.georgiasouthern.edu/)

Licensing and Trademarks (http://bf.georgiasouthern.edu/licensing/)
Mobile (http://www.georgiasouthern.edu/mobile/)

Newsroom (http://news.georgiasouthern.edu/)

Open Records Request (http://president.georgiasouthern.edu/legal/services/open-records-and-subpoenas/)
Points of Pride (http://news.georgiasouthern.edu/points-of-pride/)
Public Safety (http://bf.georgiasouthern.edu/publicsafety/)

Visitor Information (http://www.georgiasouthern.edu/visitors/)
Webmail (http://www.georgiasouthern.edu/email/)

FOLLOW US
(https://www.facebook.com/GeorgiaSouthern) (http://twitter.com/georgiasouthern) (http://instagram.com/georgiasouthernuniversity)

http://www.pinterest.com/gsuniversit

(http://www.linkedin.com/edu/school?id=18160) (https://www flickr.com/photos/georgiasouthern/sets/72157646970440845/)

(http://www.youtube.com/user/GeorgiaSouthernUniv; https://plus.google.com/u/0/+georgiasouthern/posts
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